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THE 

PUBLISHER 

TO T H E 

READER. 

TH E author of thefc travels, Mr. Lemuel GuU 
liver J is my antient and intimate friend ; there 
is likewife fome relation between us on the mother's 
fide. About three years ago Mr. Gulliver^ growing 
weary of tht concourfe of curious people coming to 
him at his houfe in Redriff^ made a fmall purchafe 
of land with a conveniept houfe near Newark in 
Nottingbaw^irey his native country ; where he now 
lives recired, yet in good eftecm among his neigh- 
bours. 

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in NoUtf^bam- 
Jbire^ where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him 
fay, his family came from Oxford/hire *, to confirm 
which, I have obferved in the church-yard at Ban^ 
bury in that copnty ievera| tombs and monuments 
of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted Redriff^ he left the cuftody of 
the following papers in my hands, with the liberty 
to difpofe of them as I fhould think ftt. I have 
carefully perufcd tbcm three times : The ftylc is 
very plain and fimple \ and the only fault I find is, 
that the author, after the manner of travellers, is a 
liitle too circumftantial. There is an air of truth ap- 
parent through the whole ; and indeed the author 
was fo diftinguifhed for his veracity, that it became 
^ fof t of a proverb among his neighbours ^t Redriff^ 

A J when 



6 THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER. 

when any one affirmed a thing, to fay it w^s as true 
as if Mr. Culisver had fpokcn it. 

By the advice of fevcral worthy perfons, to whom 
with the author's permiflTion I communicated thefe 
papers, 1 now venture to fend them into the world, 
hoping they may be, ^t leaft for fomp time, a better 
entertainment to our young noblemen, than the 
common fcribbles of politicks and party. 

This volume would have beep at leaft twice ^s 
large, if I had not made bold to ilrike out innume- 
rable paiTages relating to the winds and tides, as 
well as to the variations and bearings in the feveral 
voyages, together with the minute dcfcriptions of the 
management of the fliip in ftorms in the ftyle of 
failors ; likewife the account of longitudes and lati- 
tu4es J wherein I have reafon to apprehend, that 
Mr. Gulliver may be a little diflatisfied : But I was 
refolved to fit the work as much as poflible to the 
general capacity of readers. However, if my own 
ignorance in fea affairs fhall have led me to comn^t 
fome miftalfes, I alone am ^nfwerable for th^pi: 
And if 4ny traveller hath ^ ^riofity to fee the whole 
work at large, as it came from the hand pf the au- 
^or, I will be ready to gratify him. 

As for any further particulars relating to the au- 
thor, the reader will receive fati^fa^ion from the Ht^ft 
pages of the book. 

Richard Sympson. 



A 

LETTER 

FROM 

Captain Gulliver to his Coufin Sympfin^ 

Written in the Year 1727. 

I HOPE you will be ready to own pubjickly, 
whenever yoq Ih^H be called to it, that by 
your great and frequent urgency you prevailed on 
me to publifh a v^ry loofe and uncorreft account of 
my travels, with diredion to hire fome young gen- 
tleman of either univerlity to put them in order, 
and correal: the ftyle, as my coulin Datnpier did by 
my advice in his book called, A Voyage round the 
World. Rut I do not remember I gave you power 
to confent, that any thing fhould be omitted, and 
much leis that any thing (honld be iqferted : there- 
fore, as to the Utter,, I do here renounce every thing 
qf that kind \ particularly a paragraph about her 
majefty queen ^ne of moft pious and glorious me- 
mory; although I did reverence and efteem her more 
than any of human fpecies. But you, or your in- 
terpolator, ought to have confidered, that as it was 
not my inclination, fo was it not decent to praife 
any animal of oyr compofition before my mafter 
tiowfbnhnm: And bcfidea, the faft was altogether 
falfe ; for to my knowledge, being in England dur- 
ing, fome part of her majefty's reign, (he did govern 
by a chief minifter •, nay even by two fucceflively, 
the firft whereof was the lord of Godolpbin^ and the 
fccond the lord of Oxford ; fo that you have made 
iX^z fay the thing that was not. Likewifc in the ac- 

A 4 count 



8 A Letter from gulliver 

count of the academy of projeftors, and fcveral 
paffages of my difcourfe to my matter Houybnbnm^ 
you have either omitted fome material circum{lances» 
or 'minced or changed them in fuch a manner, that 
I do hardly know mine own work "When I for- 
merly hinted to you fomething of this in a letter, 
you were pleafed to anfwer, that you were afraid of 
giving offence ; that people in power were very 
watchful over the prefs, and apt not only to inter- 
pret, but to punifh every thing which looked like 
an Inuendo (as I think you call it.) But, pray how 
could that which I fpoke fo many years ago, and at 
above five thoufand leagues diftance, in another 
reign, be applied to any of the Taboos^ who now are 
faid to govern the herd ; efpecially at a time when I 
little thought on, or feared, the unhappinefs of liv- 
ing under them? have not I the moft reafon to 
complain, when I fee thcfc very Taboos carried 
by Houybnbnms in a vehicle, as if thefe were brutes 
and thofe the rational creatures? And indeed to 
avoid fo monftrous and deteftable a fight was one 
principal motive of my retirement hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in re- 
lation to yourfelf, and to the truft I repofed in 
you. 

I do in the next place complain of my own great 
want of judgment in being prevailed upon by the 
intreaties and falfe reafonings of you and fome o- 
thers, very much againft my own opinion, to fufrer 
my travels to be publifhed. Pray bring to your 
mind how often I defired jou to confider, when 
you infifted on the motive of Public Gocd^ that 
the Yaboos^txt a fpecics of animals utterly inca- 
pable 



TO HIS COUSIN SYMPSON. 9 

pabic of amendment by precepts or example : And 
fo it hath proved j for* inftead of feeing a full ftop 
put to all abufes and corruptions, at leaft in this 
little illand, as I had reafon to expe<5t ; behold, after 
above fix months warning, I cannot learn that my 
book has produced one fingle effefl according ta 
mine intentions. I defired, you would let me 
know by a letter, when party and faftion were cx- 
tinguifhed ; judges learned and upright ; pleaders 
honeft and modefi: with fome tindure of coxiimo» 
fenfe, and Smitbfi^ld blazing with pyramids of law* 
books -, the young nobility's education entirely 
changed -, the phyficians baniflied ; the female Ti^ 
hoos abounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good 
fenfe; courts and levees of great miniftcrs thorough- 
ly weeded and fwcpt ; wit, merit, and learning 
rewarded *, all difgracers of the prefs in profe and 
vcrfc condemned to cat nothing but their own cot- 
ton, and quench their third with their own ink. 
Thefc, and a thovifand other reformations, I firmly 
copnted upon by your encouragement ; as indeed 
they were plainly deducible from the precepts de- 
livered in my book. And it mull be owned, thac 
fevcn months were a fufficient time to correft every 
vice and folly to which Taboos are fubjeft, if their 
natures had been capable of the leaft difpofition to 
virtue or wifdom : Yet, fo far have you been from 
anfwering mine expeftation in any of your letters ; 
that pn the contrary you are loading our carrier 
every week with libels, and keys, and refleftions, 
and memoirs, and fecond p&rts ; wherein I fee my- 
felf accufed of rcflefting upon great ftates-folk •, of 
degrading human nature rfor fo they hav9 ftill the 

con- 



lo A LETTER FROM GULLIVER 

confidence to ftile it) and of abufing the female fex. 
J find likewife, that the writers of thofe bundles are 
not agreed among themfelves ^ for fome of them 
will not allow me to be the author of mine own 
travels •, and others make me author of books, to 
which I am wholly a ilranger. 

I find likewife, that your printer hath been Co 
Carelef3 as to confound the times, and miftake the 
dates of my feveral voyages and returns ; neither 
afligning the true year, nor the true month, nor 
'day of the month : And I hear the original manu- 
icript is all deftroyed fince the publication of my 
book ; neither have I any copy left j however, I 
have fent you fome corrcdtions, which you may in- 
fert, if ever there fliould be a fecond edition : And 
yoc I cannot (land to them ; but (hall leave that 
matter to my judicious and candid readers to adjufl: 
it as they pleafe. 

I hear fome of our k^-Taboos find fault with 
my fea-Ianguage, as not proper in many parts, nor 
now in ufe. I cannot help it. In my firft voyages, 
while I was young, I was inftrufted by the oldeft 
mariners, and learned to fpeak as they did. But I 
have fince found that the ft^L-Tahocs are apt, like 
the land ones, to become newfangled in their words^ 
which the latter change every year 5 infomuch, as I 
remember upon each return to mine own country^ 
ihcir old dialefl: was fo altered, that I could hardly 
underftand the new. And I obferve, when any Ta- 
boo comes from London out of curiofity to vifit me 
at mine own houfe, we neither of us are. able to 
deliver our conceptions in a manner intelligible to 
the other. , 

If 
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If the cenfure of the Taboos could any ws^y affcft 
me, I Ihould h^^ve great reafon to complain, ths^t 
fome of them are fo bold as to think my book of 
travels a mere fiflion out of mine own brain ; and 
have gone fo far as to drop hints, that the Houyhn- 
bnms and X^boo^ have no more exiftence than the 
inh^biunts of Utopia. 

Indeed I mull confefs, that as to the people of 
Lillipuiy Brobdingrag (for fo the word fhould have 
been fpelt, and pot erroneou(ly Brobdingnag) and 
Lafuta^ I have never yet heard of any X^boo ^ 
prefumptuous as to difpuce their being, or the fa£|^ 
J have related concerning them ; becaufe the q-pdi 
immediately ftrikcs every reader with convidioo. 
And is there lefs probability in my account of the 
Houyhnbnms or Taboos^ when it is manifeft as to the 
latter, there are fo many thoufands, even in this 
fity, who only differ from their brother brutes in 
Hottybnbnm-land^ becaufe they ufc a fort of Jabber^ 
and do not go naked ? I wrote for their amendment, 
and not their approbation. The united praife of the 
whole race would be of lefs confequence to mc, 
than the neighing of thofc two degenerate Houybn* 
bnms I keep in my ftable ; becaufe from thefe, de- 
generate as they are, I ftill improve in fome virtues 
without any mixture of vice. 

Do thefe miferable animals prefume to think, 
that I am fo degenerated as to defend my veracity ? 
Taboo as I am, it is well known through all Houybn^ 
bntn-land, that, by the inflru<5lions and example of 
my illuftrious mafter, I was able in the compais of 
two years (although I confefs with the utnioft diffi- 
culty^ to remove that infernal habit of lying, Ihuf- 

fling. 
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fling, deceiving, and equivocating, fo deeply rooted 
in the very fouls of all my fpecies ; efpecially the 
Europeans. 

I have other complaints to make upon this vexa^ 
tious occafion ; but I forbear troubling myfelf or 
'you any further. I muft freely confefs, that fincc 
my laft return feme corruptions of my Taboo nature 
have revived in me by converfing with a few of 
your fpecies, and particularly thofe of mine own 
family, by an unavoidable neceflity; elfe I flioulc} 
' never have attempted fo abfurd a project as that of 
reforming the Taho race in this kingdom: Byt I 
h^vt now done with all fuch vifionary fchemes for 
ever. 

JfrilZf 1727. 



•^* That the original cdpy of thefc travels was altered hf 
the perfon» though whofe'handi it was conveyed to the prefsi 

' h a fad ; bar the paf&ges, of which Mr. Gulli'ver complains ia 
this letter, are to be found only in the firft editions ; for the Dean 

. having reUored the text wherever it had been altered fent the copy 
to the late Mr. Mottt bv the hands of Mr. Cbaries Foni. Th\% 
copy has been qxa£k1y followed in every fubfequent edition, ex- 

..cept that printed in InUmd^ by Gt^rge FMtmr \ the editor of 
which, iiippofin^ the Dean to to (erious when he mentioned the 

' corruptions of aates, and yet finding them unaltered, thought fi| 

, to alter them himfelf ; there is however icarce one of thefe alter- 
mtio IS, in which he has not committed a blunder : Though while 
he was thus bufy in defacing the parts that were perfed, he fuffer- 

, ed the accidentsd bleipifhes of others to rexz^in : Se^ t)ie preface t^ 
t&is edition. 
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PARTI. 

A Voyage toLiLLiPUTr 

C H A P. L 

r^HE author gives feme account (f htmfelf and 
family. Hisfrft inducements to travel. He is 
Jhipwreckedf and Jhvims for bis life\ gets f of e 
onjhore in the country of Lilliput ; is made a 
pnfoner^ and carried up the country, page i# 

CHAP. 11. 

^be emperor of Lilliput^ attended by feveral of 
tbe nobility^ comes to fee the autbor in bis con-- 
fnement. Tbe emperor' s perfon and babit de-» 
fcribed. Learned men appointed to teacb tbe 
autbor their language. He gains favour by bis 
mild dijpojition. His pockets are fearcbedf and 
bis fword and pijlols taken from him. p. l6. 

CHAP. m. 

Tbe author diverts tbe emperor and bis nobility 
of hothfexes in a very uncommon manner. Tbe 
dherfoni of tbf court of liilliput defcribed. 
^be autbor bath bis liberty granted him upon 
certain conditions^ P* 3 ^ • 

CHAP.. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Mildendo, the metropolis of Lilliput, defcribed^ 
together with the emperor s palace. A convert 
fat ion beflveen the author and a principal fecre^ 
tary concerning the affairs of that empire. The 
author* s offers to ferve the emperor in his 
wars. page 42« 

CHAP. V. 

The author 9 by an extraordinary Jlratagem^ pre^ 
. vents an invqfion. A high title of honour is 
conferred upon him. Ambaffadors arrive from 
the emperor of Blefafca, and fue for peace. 
The emprefss apartment on fire by an accident \ 
the author infirumentdinfaving the rejl of the 
palace. p. 50. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the inhabitants of Lilliput ; their learnings 
laws 9 and cujloms^ the manner of educating 
their children. The author's way of living in 
that country. His vindication of a great lady. 

p. 59. 
CHAP. VII. 

The author^ being informed of a defign to accufe 
him of higb-treafon^ maketh his efcape to Ble- 
fufcu. His reception there. p. 74. 

CHAP. VIII. 

The auti>or^ by a lucky accident^ fnds means t& 
leave Blcfufcu ; and^ after fome difficulties^ re^ 
turns fafe to his native country. p. 86. 

PART 
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PART IL 
A Voyage toBROBDiNGNAO. 

CHAP. I. 

A great Jiorm defcribedj the long-^oat fent t§ 
fetch watery the author goes with it to difco-- 
ver the country. He is left on Jhorcy isfeized 
by one of the natives y and carried to a farmer* s 
boufe. His reception^ with fever al accidents 
that happened there. A defcription of the in^ 
habitants. page 95; 

C H A P. IL 

A defcription of the farmer's daughter. The au-- 
thor carried to a mariet-town, and then to 
the metropolis. The particulars of his jour^^ 
ney. ?• i'3- 

CHAP. III. 

The author fent for to court. The queen buys 
him of his mq/ier the farmery and prefents 
him to the king. He dtfputes with his majefys 
great fcholars. An apartment at court pro^ 
videdfor the author. He is in high favour 
with the queen. Hejlands up for the honour 
of his own country. His quarrels with the 
queens dwarf p. 122. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, IV. 

The country defer ibed. A propofal for corredling 
modern maps. The kings palace y andfome ac- 
count of the metropolix. The authors way of 
tratielling. The chief temple defcribed. page 137. 

CHAP. V. 

S^jeral adventures that happened to the author. 
The execution of a criminal. The author fhe%vs 
bisjkill in navigation. p, 144* 

CHAP. VI. 

Several contrivances of the author to pleafe the 
king and queen. He Jhews his fkiU in mtific. 
The king enquires into the Jiate of England, 
which the author relates to him. The king's 
obfcrvations thereon. 'p. 158* 

CHAP. VII. 

Tibe author* s love of his country. Ht makes a 
propofal of much advantage to the king^ which 
is rejeSled. The kings great ignorance in po- 
litics. The learning of that country very im^ 

. perfeSl end confined. The laws^ and military 
affairs^ and parties in tbeftate. p* 171 •. 

CHAP. vm. 

The king and queen make a progrefs to the fron^ 
tiers, The author attends them.' The man-- 

• ner in 'W'hkb be leaves the country very parti^ 
^ularly rehHr'd. Ih returns to Epgland. p. 181. 

PART 



PART lit. 

A Voyage toLAFfrtA, iBALNjtiARbt) 
Ldgginagg; Glubbdubdribi afid 
Japan. 

C H A P. L 

TAe author fets out on his third njoyage, is tdkfik 
by pyrates. The mdlice of a butchman. His 
arrival at an ijland^ He is received into hi^ 
puta. pdgci9.94 

C H A P. IL 

The humours and difpofittoHs of the Laputianfl 
defcribed. An account of their learning. Of 
the iingf and his court. The author's recep-- 
tioh there. The inhabitants fubjeSi to feat 
and df quietudes. An account of .the wo^ 
men. p. 207* 

CHAP. IlL 

A phatnomefion folded by modern phitofophy ^nd 
ajironomy. The Laputians great improvement t 
in the latter. The khigs rhethod of fupprejjing 
infurreSiions. p. 219* 

CHAP. IV* 

The author leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Sat-* 

nibarbi^ arrhes at the inetropolis. A de* 

faction of the metropolis^ and the countri 

aijoimg- The author h<jf^itably received by 
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a great lord. His converjation nvith that 
lord. page 227, 

CHAP. V. 

^he authcr pertkittid tofie- the grand acadin^ of 

Lagado. T^he academy largely defcribed. The 

arts wherein the profeffors employ them-- 

/elves. / p. 236, 

■ CHAP. VI. 

A further account if the iKodemy. The author 

• pKopoJis fome improvement Sj which are honour-^ 
ably received. p. 247, 

-CHAP. yiL 

The author ksves Lagado, arrives at Maldona- 
da. No Jhip ready. He takds ajbort voyage 

• to Glubbdubdrib* His reception by the go-- 
' vemor. p. 255. 

CHAP. vm. 

/i further account of Glabbdubdrib. Ancient 
arid modern bijiory eotreSM. p. 26 z^ 

CHAR DC. 

The authors return to Maldonada. Sails to the 
kingdom g/^Luggnagg. The author confined. He 
isjentfor to court. T!he manner of 'his admit-- 

' tance. The king's gre^ hnity to his JubjeBs. 

p. 270. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

^&e Luggnaggians cmmendfd. A ptu^tkutaf 
defcripthn «ftbe StnildbrugSj •with many con* 
, ijcrptitms bttv)een tbf autbif andjomt ^munt 
fftfi/u up$n tbatfu^eH* page 976* 

CHAP* XI. 

^he dUtbdrka.'Oit Luggnagg> andfaUi t$ Japan. 
Frofn thence be returns in a Dutch Jhtp t$ 
Amfterdam, fmd ffwt AmAerdam to £ng« 

; landk ■ p< 289* 

P A R T IV. 

A Voyage to the country of the Mouy* 

HNHNMSk 

• f • 

CHAR L 

Tbt aufbot fets tut as captain of a Jhtp. Ws . 
men conjpire againfi inm, confine him a long 
time to bis cabhm^ fet him on Jhori in an 
unkuoion land. He travels up into the coun-^ 
try. The Yahoos, afirangefort qf animal, de* 
fcribed. The author meets two Houyhn^ 
hnms* p. 297« 

C H A P* 11. 

The author conducted by a Houytinhnm to his 

boufe. The houfe defcrihed. The authors re^ 

tepthn. The food of the Houyhnhnms. The 

, Mtifir in dijlreft for want of meat, is at Iqfi 

b a relieved. 
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relieved. His manner of feeding in this conn^ 
try. page 305. 

CHAP. III. 

^he duthor jludious to learn the language \ the 
Mouyhnhnm, bis maflir^ ajffts tn teaching 
bini. Tbe language defcribed. SeveralHouyhn^ 
hnms of quality came out of curiojity to feet be 
author. He gives bis majler a Jhort account of 
bis voyage: P* 3I4• 

C H A P. IV. 

T'be Houyhnhnms notion of truth and falfhood. 

The author's difcourfe dtfapproved by bis ma^ 

Jier. T^be author gives a more particular ac-- 

count of bimfelf and tbe accidents of bis voy^ 

age. ^ p. 322. 

CHAP. V. 

Tbe author, at bis majler' s command, informs 
him £/' the flate of England, Tbe caufes of 

• noar among tbe princes of Europe. The au- 
thor begins to explain tbe Engli(h conjlitu- 

. tion. P'SS^- 

CHAP. VI. 

^ A continuation of tbe Jlate of "En^zwA. The cba^ 
ra^er of ajirjl or chief minijier of fate in eu- 
ropean courts. p. 340. 

CHAP. VII. 

Tbe author's great love of bis native country. 
His makers obfervations upon tbe confitution 

and 
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and admin^ratton of Engji^nd, as dejcribedby 

the author i with parallel cafes and compart^ 

Jons. His ntajiers obfervations upQn human 

nature. ' P^g^ 35^* 

CJiAP. VIIL 

The author relates feveral particulars of the ya** 
hoos. The great virtues g/'/ift^ Houyhnhnm?. 
The education and exercife qf their youth. Their 
general ajfembly. p. 361. 

C H A P. IX. 
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V O Y A G E 

T O 

L I L L I P U T. 

C H A P. I. 

The author gives fome account of bimfelf and fa^ 
tnily : bis Jirji inducements to travel. He is 
Jhtpwrecked, and fwims for bis life ; getsfafe 
onjhore in tbe country of Lilliput ; is made a 
prifoner^ and carried up tbe country. 

MY father had a fmall eftatc in Notting^ 
bamjhire ; I was the third of five fons. 
He fent me to Emanuel college in Cambridge at 
fourteen years old, where I refided three years, 
and applied myfelf clofe to my ftudies ; but 
the charge of maintaining me, although I had 
a very fcanty allowance, being too great for a 
narrow fortune^ I was bound apprentice to Mr. 
James Bates, an eminent furgeon in London, 
with whom I continued four years; and my fa- 
ther now and then fending me fmall fums of 
money, I laid them out in learning navigation, 
and other parts of the mathematicks ufeful to 
thofe, who intend to travel, as I always be- 

Theie voyages are intended the falfe fyilems of philoibphy 

as a moral poUtical romance — by pointing out the error:;, and 

to corredl vice by ihewing its de- applying falutary means to avoid 

ibrmity in oppofidon to the them. OaasKr. 
beauty of virtue, and to amend 

Vol. II. B lieved 
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lieved it would be fome time or other my for- 
tune to do. When I \cftMr. Bates, I went down 
to my father ; where, by the affiftance of him 
and my uncle JoAn, and fome other relations, 
I got forty pounds, and a promife of thirty 
pounds a year to maintain me at Leyden : there 
I ftudied phyfick two years and feven months, 
knowing it would be ufeful in long voyages. 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I was re- 
commended by my good mafler Mr. Bates to 
be furgeon to the Swallow, captain Abraham 
Pannell, commander ; with whom I continued 
three years and a half, making a voyage or 
two into the Levant, and fome other parts. 
When I came back, I refolved to fettle in Lon- 
don, to which Mr. Bates, my mafter, encou- 
raged me, and by him I was recommended to 
feveral patients. I took part of a fmall houfe irt 
the Old- Jury ; and being advifed to alter my 
condition, I married Mrs. Mary Burton, fecond 
daughter to Mr. Edmund Burton hofier in New^ 
gate-Jlreet, with whom I received four hundred 
pounds for a portion. 

But, my good vnzHitv Bate^ dying in two 
years after, and I having few friends, my bufi- 
i\t(s began to fail ; for my confcience would not 
fuffer me to imitate the bad prafticeof too many 
among my brethren. Having therefore con- 
fulted with my wife, and fome of my acquain- 
tance, I determined to go again to fea. I was 
furgeon fucceflively in two fliips, and made fe ' 
vcral voyages for fix years to the Eajl and TFeJl 
Indies^ by which I got fome addition to my 

fortune. 
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fortune. My hours of leifure I fperit in read- 
ing the beft authors, antient and podcrn, be- 
ing always provided with a good number of 
books; and when I was afliore, in obferving 
the manners and difpofitions of the people, as 
well as learning their language, wherein I had 
a great facility by the ftrength of my memory. 

The laft of thefe voyagts not proving very 
fortunate, I grew weary of the fea, and in* 
tended to ftay at home with my wife and fa- 
mily. I removed from the Old-Jury to Fetter-- 
laney and from thence to Wapping^ hoping to 
get bufinefs among the failors ; but it would 
not turn to account. After three years expec- 
tation that things would mend, I accepted an 
advantageous offer from captain William Frich-- 
ard^ mafter of the Antelope^ who was making 
a voyage to the South- Sea. We fet fail from 
Brijioli May 4th, 1 699, and oiir voyage at firft 
was very profperous. 

It would not be proper^ for fome reafons, to 
trouble the reader with the particulars of our 
isidventures in thofe feas : let it fuffice to in- 
forni himj that, in our paffage from thence 
to the Raft -Indies^ we were driven by a violent 
ftorm to the north- weft of Van Diemens land. 
By an .obfervation we found ourfelves in the 
latitude of 30 degrees 2 minutes fouth. 
Twelve of our crew were dead by immoderate 
labour, and ill food; the reft were in a very 
weak condition. On the fifth of November 9 
which was the beginning of fummer in thofe 
parts, the weather being very hazy, the fca^- 

B 2 men 
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men fpied a rock within half a cable's letigtlf 
of the fhip ; but the wind was fo flrong, that 
W^e were driven diredtly upon it, and immedi^ 
ately fplit. Six of the crew^ of whom I was^ 
<)ne, having let down the boat into the fea^ 
made a (hift to get clear of the fliip and tha 
rock* We rowed by my computation about three 
. leagues, till we were able to work no longer^ 
being already fpent with labour while we were 
in the (hip. We therefore trufted ourfelves ta 
the mercy of the wavcs^ and in about half an 
hour the boat was overfet by a fudden flurry 
from the north. What became of my com- 
panions in the boat, as well as of thofc wha 
efcaped on the rock, or were left in the veflely 
I cannot tell; but conclude they were all loft. 
For my own part, I fwam as fortune direftcci 
me, and was pufhed forward by wind and tide. 
I often let my legs drop, and could feel no bot-» 
torn : but when I was aknoft gone, and able 
to ftruggle no longer^ I found myfclf withirr 
my depth ; and by this time the ftorm Was much 
abated. The declivity was fo fmall> that 1 
walked near a mile before I got to the fliore, 
which I conjedlured was about eight a clocfe 
in the evening. I then advanced forward near 
half a mile, but could not difcovcr any fign of 
houfes or inhabitants ; at leaft I was in fo weak 
a condition, that I did not obferve them. I 
was extremely tired, and with that,, and the 
heat of the weather, and about half a pint of 
Brandy that I drank as f left the fhip, I found 
myielf much Inclined tx^ Qkef. I lay dowry 
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en the grafs, which was very fliort and foft^ 
where I llept founder than ever I remembered to 
have done in my life, and, as I reckoned, about 
nine hours; for when I awaked, it was juft 
day-Hght. I attempted to rife, but was not 
able to ftir : for as I happened to lie on my 
back, I found my arms and legs were ftrongly 
faftened on each fide to the ground ^ and my 
hair, which was long and thick, tied down in 
the fame manner. I likewife felt feveral flen- 
der ligatures acrofs my body, from my arm- 
pits to my thighs. I could only look upwards, 
the fun began to grow hot, and the light of'- 
fended my eyes, I heard a confufed noife a- 
bout me ; but, in the pofture I lay, could fee 
nothing except the fky. In a little time I felt 
fomething ^live moving on my left leg, which 
advancing gently forward over my breaft came 
almoft up to my chin ; when bending my eyes 
downward as much as I could, I perceived it 
to be a human creature not fix inches high, 
with a bow and arrow in his hands, and a 
quiver at his back. In the mean time, I felt 
at leafl: forty more of the fame kind (as I con- 
jectured) following the firft. I was in the ut- 
moft aftonifhment, and roared fo loud, that 
they all ran back in a fright; and fome of 
them, as I was afterwards told, were hurt 
with the falls they got by leaping from my fides 
upon the ground. However, they foon re- 
turned, and one of them, who ventured fo far 
as to gpt a full fight of my face, lifting up his 
hands %i\d eyes by way of admiration, cried 

B 3 out 
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put in a fhrill but diftinft voice, hekinah de^ 
gul: the others Tcpcated the fame words feveral 
timeS;^ but I then knew not what they meant, 
I lay all this while, as the reader piay believe, 
in great uneafinel^; at length, ftruggling tp 
get loofe, I had the fortune to break the firings, 
and wrench out the pegs, that faftened my left 
arm to the ground; for, by lifting it up to 
my face, I difcovered the methods they had 
taken to bind me, and at the fame time with 
a violent pull^^ which gave me exceffive pain, J 
a littl? loofened the firings that tied down my 
hair on the left fide, fo that I was jufl able to 
turn my head about two inches. But the crea- 
tures ran off a fecond time, before I coul^ 
feize them ; whereupon there was a great 
Ihout in a very fhrill accent, and after it ceafed, 
I heard one of them cry aloud, iolgo fbonac ; 
when in an inflant I felt above an hundred arr 
rows difcharged on my left hand, \vhich 
pricked me like fo many needles ; and befides, 
they fhot another flight into the air, as we do 
bombs in Europe, whereof many, I fuppofe, 
fell on my body, (though I felt them not) and 
fome on my face, which I immediately cover- 
ed with my left hand. When this fhower of 
arrows was over, I fell a groaning with grief 
and pain, and then flriving again to get loofe, 
they difcharged another volley larger than the 
firfl, and fome of them attempted with fpears 
to (lick me in the fides ; but by good luck I 
had en me a buff jerkin, which they could 
not pierce. I thought it the moft prudent 

method 
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method to lie ftill, and my defign was to con- 
tinue fo till night, when, n>y left hand being al- 
ready loofe, I could eafily free myfelf : and as 
for the inhabitants, I had rcafon to bcliSve I 
might be a match for the grcatcft army they 
could bring againfl: me, if they were all of the 
fame fize with him, that I faw. But fortune 
difpofed otherwife of me. When the people 
obferved I was quiet, they difcharged no more 
arrows : but, by the noife I heard, I knew their 
numbers increafed ; and about four yards from 
me, over-againft my right ear, I heard a 
knocking for above an hour, like that of peo- 
ple at work ; when turning my head that way, 
as well as the pegs and firings would permit 
me, I faw a ftage eredted about a foot and half 
from the ground, capable of holding four of 
the inhabitants, with two or three ladders to 
mount it : from whence one of them, who 
feemed to be a perfon of quality, made me a 
a long fpeech, whereof I underftood not one 
fyllable. . But I should have mentioned, that 
before the principal perfon began his oration, 
he cried out three times, langro dehulfan ; (thefe 
words and the former were afterwards repeated 
and explained to me). Whereupon immediately 
about fifty of the inhabitants came and cut 
the firings that fattened the left fide of my 
head, which gave me the liberty of turning it 
to the right, and of obferving the perfon and 
geflure of him that was to Ijpeak. He ap- 
peared to be of a middle age, and taller than 
any of the other three who attended him, 
B 4. whereof 
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whereof one was a page that held up his trainji 
and feemed to be fomewhat longer than my 
middle finger; the other two flood one on each 
fide to fupport him. He adted every part of 
an orator, and I could obferve many periods of 
threatnings, and others of promifes, pity, and 
kindnefs. I anfwered in a few words, but ia 
the moft fubmiflive manner, lifting up my left 
hand and both my eyes to the fun, as calling 
him for a witnefs ; and being almoil famiflied 
with hunger, having not eaten a morfel for 
fome hours before I left the ihip, I found the 
demands of nature fo ftrong upon me, that I 
could not forbear (hewing my impatience (per- 
haps againft the ftrid: rules of decency) by put- 
ting my finger frequently to my mouth, to fig- 
nify that I wanted food. The burgo (for fo 
they call a great lord, as I afterwards learnt) 
underftood me very well. He defcended from 
the ftage, and commanded that feveral ladders 
ihould be applied to my fides, on which above 
an hundred of the inhabitants mounted, and 
walked towards my mouth, laden with baf- 
kets full of meat, which had been provided 
and fent thither by the king's orders, upon the 
firft intelligence he received of me. I obferv- 
cd there was the flefh of feveral animals^ but 
could not diftinguifti them by the tafte. There 
were fhoulders, legs, and loins, fhaped like 
thofe of mutton, and very well drefled, but 
fmaller than the wings of a lark. I cat them 
by two or three at a mouthful, and took three 
loaves at a time, about the bignefs of mufket 
5 bullets. 
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bullets. They fupplied me as fail as they 
f:ould, fliewing a thoufand marks of wonder 
^nd aftonifhment at my bulk and appetite. I 
then made another fign, that I wanted drink. 
They found by my eating, that a fmall quan- 
tity would not fufficc me, and being a moft 
ingenious people, they flung up with great 
dexterity one of their largeft hogfheads, then 
rolled it towards my hand, and beat out the 
top ; I drank it off at a draught, which I 
might well do, for it did not hold half a pint, 
and tafted like a fmall wine of Burgundy, but 
much more delicious. They brought meafc- 
cond hogfbead, which I drank in the fame 
manner, and made figns for more; but they 
bad none to give me. When I had performed 
thefe. wonders, they (houted for joy, and danced 
ppon my breaft, repeating fevcral times as they 
did at firft^ bekinah deguL They made me a 
fign that I fhould throw down the two hog- 
jbeads, but firft warning the people below to 
ftand out of the way, crying aloud^ boracbtne^ 
voldy and when they faw the veflcls in the air, 
there was an unjverfal (bout of hekinab degul. 
I confefs, \ was often tempted, while they 
were pafling backwards and forwards on my 
body, to feize forty or fifty of the firft that 
came in my reaph, and dafh them againft the 
ground. But the remembrance of what I had 
Iclt, which probably might not be the worft 
they could do, and the promifc of honour I 
made them, for fo I interpreted my fubmiffiyc 
behaviour, foon drove, out thefe imaginations. 

jpelides^ 
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Befides, I now confidered myfelf as bound by 
the laws of hofpitality to a people, who had 
treated me with fo much expcnce and magni- 
ficence. However, in my thoughts I could 
not fufficiently wonder at the intrepidity of 
thefe diminutive mortals, who durft venture to 
mount and walk upon my body, while one of 
my hands was at liberty, without trembling 
at the very fight of fo prodigious a creature, 
^s I muft appear to them. After fome time, 
when they bbferved that I made no more de- 
mands for meat, there appeared before me a 
perfon of high rank from his imperial majefty. 
His excellency, having mounted on the fmall 
of my right leg, advanced forwards up to my 
face, with about a dozen of his retinue. And 
producing his credentials under the fignet roy- 
al, which he applied clofe to my eyes, fpoke 
about ten minutes without any figns of anger, 
but with a kind of determinate resolution ; 
often pointing forwards, which, as I after- 
wards found, was towards the capital city, a-r 
bout half a mile diftant, whither it was agreed 
by his majefty in council, that I mull be con- 
veyed. I anfwered in few words., but to no 
purpofe, and made a fign with my hand that 
was loofe, putting it to the other (but over his 
excellency's head for fear of hurting him or 
his train) and then to my own head and body, 
to fignify that I defired my liberty. It appear- 
ed, that he underftood me well enough, for he 
fhook his head by way of difapprobation, and 
Jield his hand in a pofture to (hew, that I muft 

bQ 
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be carried as a prifoner. However, he made 
other ligns to let me underftand, that I (hould 
have meat and drink enough, and very good 
treatment. Whereupon I once more thought 
of attempting to break my bonds, but again, 
when I felt the fmart of their arrows upon ray 
face and hands, which were all in blifters, 
and many of the darts ftill fticking in them, 
and obferving likewife that the number of my 
enemies increafed, I gave tokens to let them 
know, that they n^ight do with me what they 
plcafed. Upon this the hurgo and his train 
withdrew with much civility and chearful 
countenances. Soon after I heard a general 
fhout, with frequent repetitions of the words, 
peplomfelany and I felt great numbers of peo-^ 
pie on my left fide relaxing the cords to fuch a 
degree, that I was able to turn upon my right, 
and to eafe myfelf with making water ; which 
I very plentifully did, to the great aftonifh- 
ment of the people, who conjeduring, by my 
motion, what I was going to do, immediately 
opened to the right and left on that fide, to 
avoid the torrent which fell with fuch noifc- 
and violence from me. But before this, they 
bad daubed my face and both my hands with a 
fort of ointment very pleafant to the fmelU 
which in a few minutes removed all the fmart 
of their arrows. Thcfe circumftances, added 
to the refrefliment I had received by their vidtu- 
als and drink, which were very nourifhing, 
difpofed me to deep. I flept about eight hours, 
as I was afterwards afTuredjf and it was no 

wonder, 
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wonder, for ihe phyficians, by the emperor's 
order, had mingled a fleepy potion in the hog- 
fhcads of wine. 

It feems that, upon the firll moment I was 
difcovered fleeping on the ground after my land- 
ing, the emperor had early notice of it by an 
cxprcfs ; and determined in council, that I 
fliould be tied in the manner i have related, 
(which was done in the night while I flept) 
that plenty of meat and drink fhould be fent 
to me, and a machine prepared to carry me to 
the capital city. 

This refolution perhaps may appear very 
bold and dangerous, and I am confident would 
not be imitated by any prince in Europe on the 
like occafion ; however, in my opinion, it was 
extremely prudent, as well as generous : for 
iuppofing thefe people had endeavoured to kill 
me with their fpears and arrows while I was 
afleep, I fhould certainly have awaked with the 
firft fenfe of fmart, which might fo far have rouzed 
my rage and ftrength, as to have enabled me to 
break the firings, wherev/ith I was tied ; after 
which, as they were not able to make refift^ 
ance, fo they could expect no mercy. 

Thefe people are moft excellent mathemati- 
cians, aad arrived to a great perfedion in me- 
chanicks by the countenance and encourage- 
ment of the emperor, who is a renowned pa-? 
tron of learning. This prince hath feveral ma-^ 
chines fixed on wheels for the carringe of 
trees and other great weights. He often builds 
his largefl men of war, whereof foipe are nine 

fec^ 
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feet long, in the woods where the timber grows^ 
and has them carried on thefe engines three or 
four hundred yards to the fea. Five hundred 
carpenters and engineers were immediately fet 
at Work to prepare the grcateft engine they 
had. It was a frame of wood railed three 
inches from the ground, about feven feet long 
and four wide, moving upon twenty-two 
wheels. The fhout I heard was upon the ar- 
rival of this engine, which it feems fet out in 
four hours after my landing. It was brought 
parallel to me, as I lay. But the principal dif- 
ficulty was to raife and place me in this vehicle* 
Eighty poles, each of one foot high, were 
created for this purpofc, and very ftrong cord* 
of the bignefs of packthread were fattened by 
hooks to many bandages, which the workmen 
had girt round my neck, my hands, my body, 
and my legs. Nine hundred of the ftrongeft 
men were employed to draw op thefe cords by 
many puUies faftened on the poles^ and thus, 
in lefs than three hours, I was raifcd and flung 
into the engine, and there tied faft. All this I 
was told, for, while the whole operation waa 
performing, I lay in a profound fleep by the 
force of that foporiferous medicine infufed in- 
to my liquor. Fifteen hundred of the empe- 
ror's largeft horfes, Ach about fotir inches and 
an half high, were employed to draw me to- 
wards the metropolis, which, as I faid, was* 
lialf a mile dift^nt. 

About four hours after we began our jotirney, t 
awaked by avery ridiculous accident; for the car- 
riage 
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riage being ftopt a while to adjuft ibmetJiirig^ 
that was out of order, two or three of thd 
young natives had the curiofity to fee how I 
looked, when I was afleep ; they climbed up 
into the engine, and advancing very fofily to 
toy face, one of them^ an officer in the guards, 
put the fharp end of his half- pike a good way 
up into my left noftril, which tickled my noic 
like, a ftraw, and made me fnceze violently * : 
whereupon they ftole off unperceivcd, and it 
l^as three weeks, before I knew the caufe of 
my awaking fo fuddenly. We made a long 
march the remaining part of the day, and 
refted at night with five hundred guards on 
each fide of me, half with torches, and half 
with bows and arrows, ready to fhoot me, if 
I fhould offer to ftir. The next morning at 
fun- rife we continued our march, and arrived 
within two hundred yards of the city-gates 
about noon. The emperor, and all his court, 
came out to meet us, but his great officers would 
by no means fuffer his majelly to endang^^r his 
perfon by mounting on my body. 

At the place where the carriage flopt, therfe 
flood an ancient temple, efteemed to be the 

* It has been remarked, that oiity, which fcts him in compi- 

courage in whatever caufe, though rifon with Gulli*ver; to whom 

it fometimes excites indignation, he' was fo much inferior, that a 

» never the objed of contempt ; blail of the man-mountain^ % nof- 

but t}\is appears to be true, only trlls would have endangered his 

iecdufe courage is fuppofed to life; andifhcroifm itfelf is not 

imply fuperiority : for this offictr proof agatnd ridicule, thofe fure- 

in iht guards becomes extfemely ly are Lilliputians in philofophy, 

ridiculous and contemptible by who coniider ridicule as the tdt 

«n zGL of the moft daring curi- of truth. 
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Inrgeftin the whole kingdom, which havlngbeen 

polluted fome years before by an unnatural mur- 

» der> was according to the zeal. of thofc people 

looked upon as prophanc, and therefore had 

been applied to common ufe, and all the orna^ 

ments and furniture carried away. In, this edi-> 

fice it was determined I fhould lodge. The 

great gate fronting to the north was about four 

1 feet high, and almofl two feet wide, through 

which I could eafily creep. On each fide of 

the gate was a fmall window, not above fix 

inches from the ground : into that on the left 

- fide the king's fmith conveyed fourfcofe and 

(^eleven chains, like thofe that bang to a lady's 

J. watch in Europe, and almoft as large, which 

L llvcre locked to my left leg with fix and thirty 

I padlocks. Oter-againft this temple, on the 

^'Wher fide of the great highway, at twenty feet 

diftance, there was a turret at leaft five feet 

f high. Here the emperor afcended with many 

I principal lords of his court to have an oppor- 

P lunity of viewing me, as I was told, for I 

' ..could not fee them. It was reckoned, that il« 

.bove an hundred thoufand inhabitants came out 

u of the town upon: the fame errand ; arid in fpittf 

; 6f my guards, I believe, there could not be' 

. fewer than ten thoufand at feveral times, tvlitf 

, ' mounted my body by the help of ladders. BuC 

- a proclamation w^s loon iflired to forbid it upon: 

i\|Miin of death. When the workmen found it 

i Was impofiible fot me to break loofc, they cut 

all the firings that bound me ; whereupon I rofe* 

op with as melancholy a difpofition, as ever I 

had 
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had in my life. But the noife and aftonlflimcnt 
of the people at feeing me rife and walk are not 
to be exprefTed. The chains, that held my 
left leg, were about two yards long, and gave 
me not only the liberty of walking backwards 
and forwards in a femicircle -, but, being fixed 
within four inches of the gate, allowed me to 
creep in, and lie at my full length in the 
temple. 

CHAP. II. 

T&e emperor of Lilliput, attended by feveral of 
the nobility f comes to fee the author in his coH^ 
fnement. The emperor s perfon and habit di^ 
fcribed. Learned men appointed to teach the 
author their language. He gains favour by bis 
mild dj/pqfition. His pockets are fear chedf and 
hisfword andpiftols taken from him. 

WH E N I found myfelf on my feet, I 
looked about me, and mufl confefs I 
never beheld a more entertaining profpeft. 
The country around appeared like a continued 
garden, and the inclofed fields, which were ge* 
nerally forty feet fquare, refembled fo many 
beds of flowers* Thefe fields were inter- 
mingled with woodsof half aftang*, and the 
talleft trees, as I could judge, appeared to be 
feven feet high. I viewed the town on my left 
hand, which looked like the painted fcene of a 
city in a theatre. 

• A fiang is a pole or perch \ fixteen feet and a half. 
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1 had been for fome hours extremely preffed 
i)y the neccflitics of nature % which was no 
wonder, it being alftioft two days, fince I had 
laft difburthened myfelf. I was under great 
difficulties between urgency and (hame. The 
beft e^cpedient I could think on, ^yas to creep 
into my houfe, which I accordingly did ; and 
ihutting the gate after me, I went as far as 
the length of my chain would fuffer, and dif- 
charged my body of that uncafy load. But 
this was the only time I was ever guilty of fo 
uncleanly an aftion ; for which I cannot but 
hope the candid reader will give fome allow- 
lance, after he hath maturely and impartially 
confidered my cafe, and the diftrefs I was in. 
From this time my conftant praftice was, as 
foon as I rofe, to perform that bufinefs in open 
air at the full extent of my chain \ and due 
care was taken every morning before com- 
pany came, that the oiFenfive tnatter fliould be 
carried off in wheelbarrows by two fervants 
appointed for that purpofe. I would not have 
dwelt fo long upon a circumftance, that per- 
haps at firft fight may appear not very momen- 
tous, if I had not though* it neceffary to juf- 
tify my charadler in point of cleanlinefs to the 
world; which I am told fome of my malig- 
ners have been pleafed, upon this and other 
occafions, to call in queftion. 

When this adventure was at an end, I came 

back out of jny houfe, having occafion for 

frefti air. The emperor was already defcend- 

cd from the tower, and advancing on horfe- 

Vt)!.. U. C back 
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back towards me» which had like to have cod 
him dear; for the beaft, though very well 
trained, yet wholly unufed to fuch a fight, 
which appeared as if a mountain moved before 
him, reared up on his hinder fj^et : but that 
prince, who is an excellent horfeman, kept 
his feat, till his attendants ran in, and held 
the bridle, while his majefty had time to dis- 
mount. When he alighted, he furveyed me 
round with great admiration ; but kept be* 
yond the length of my chain. He ordered 
Iiis cooks and butlers, who were already pre- 
pared, to give me victuals and drink, whicji 
they pufhcd forward in a fort of vehicles upoh 
wheels, till I could reach them. I took thefe ve- 
hicles, andfoon emptied them all ; twenty of them 
were filled with meat, and ten with liquor; each 
of the former afforded me two or three good 
mouthfuls) and I emptied the liquor ot ten 
vcffcls, which was contained in earthen vials, 
into one vehicle, drinking it off at a draught > 
and fo I did with the reft. The emprefs, and 
young princes of the blood of both fexes, at- 
tended by many ladies, fat at fome diftance in 
their chairs ; but upon the accident that hap- 
pened to the emperor's horfe, they alighted, 
and came near his perfon, which I am now 
going to defcribe. He is taller by almofl the 
breadth of my hail, than any of his court, 
which alone is enough to flrike an awe into 
the beholders. His features are flrong an/l 
mafculine, with an Aujlrian lip and arched 
nofe, his complexion olive, his countenance 

creit, 
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(reft, his body and limbs well proportioned, 
all his motions graceful, and his deportment 
majeftic. He was then pad his prime, being 
twenty-eight years and three quarters old, of 
which he had reigned about feven in great fe- 
licity, and generally vidlorious. For the better 
convenience of beholding him, I lay on my 
fide, fo that my face was parallel to his, and 
he ftood but three yards off: however, I have 
had him fince many times in my hand, and 
therefore cannot be deceived in the defcription. 
His drefs was very plain and fimple, and the 
fashion of it between the qfiattck and the euro'^ 
fean : but he had on his head a light helmet 
of gold, adorned with jewels, and a plume on 
the creft. He held his fword drawn in his 
hand to defend himfelf, if I fhould happen to 
break loofe * ; it was almofl three inches long ; 
the hilt and fcabbard were gold enriched with 
diamonds. His voice was fhrill, but very clear 
and articulate, and I could didinftly hear it, 
when I ftood up. The ladies and courtiers 
were all moft magnificently clad, fo that the fpot 
they ftood upon feemed to refemble a petticoat 
ijpread on the ground, embroidered with figures 
of gold and filver. His imperial majefty fpoke 
often to me, and I returned anfwers ; but nei- 

* Tlie iwrfciiline ftrength of man pride; the obje£b of which 

fiettmcs* which GmlU*uir could are trifling di(lin6lions whether 

not ice, till he laid his hat apon of perfon or rank ; the ridicu- 

di« gfond ; and the awful fu- Ions parade and oftentation of a 

periorit/ of ftatare in a beine» pigmy \ which derive not only 

whom ne held in his hand ; the their origin but their ufe from 

liebief» the phinie, and the the folly, weaknefs, and ixnper- 

fwGvdt 9n a fine reproof of hu- ft^lion of oarfclves and otherf. 

C z thcf" 



46 A VOYAGE 

thcr of us could underftand a fyllable. There 
were feveralof hispriefts and lawyers prefent^ (at 
I conjeftured by their habits) who were com- 
manded to addrefs themfelves to me, and I 
fpoke to them in as many languages as I had 
the leaft fmattering of, which were high and 
lai^ dutch^ latin^ frencb^ Jpanijh, italian^ and 
Ungua franca ; but all to no purpofe. After 
about two hours the court retired, and I was 
left with a ftrong gUard to prevent the imperti*- 
nence, and probably the malice of the rabble^ 
who were very impatient to croud about me 
as near as they durfl, and fome of them had 
the impudence to (hoot their arrows at me, as 
I fat on the grourid by the door of my houfe, 
whereof one very narrowly miffed my left eye. 
But the colonel ordered fix of the ring-leaders 
to be feized, and thought no punifliment fo 
proper as to deliver them bound into my hands; 
which fome of his foldiers accordingly did, 
pufhing them forwards with the but-ends of 
their pikes into my reach : I took them all in 
my right hand, put five of them into my coat- 
pocket, and as to the fixth, I made a counte* 
nance, as if I would eat him alive. The poor 
man fquallcd terribly, and the colonel and his 
officers were in much pain,* efpecially when 
they faw me take out my penknife : but I 
foon put them out of fear ; for, looking mildly 
and immediately cutting the firings he was 
bound with, I fet him gently on the ground, 
and away he ran. I treated the reli in the 
fame manner, taking them one by one out of 

my 
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my pocket ; and I obfcrved both the foldicrs 
and people were highly delighted at this mark 
of my clemency, which was reprefented very 
much to my advantage at court. 

Towards night I got with fome difficulty 
into my houfe, where I lay on the ground, and 
continued to do fo about a fortnight ; during 
which time the emperor gave orders to have 
a bed prepared for me. Six hundred beds * of 
the common meafure were brought in carria- 
ages, and worked up in my houfe ; an hundred 
and fifty of their beds, fewn together, made up 
the breadth and length ; and thefe were four 
double, which however kept me but very in- 
differently from the hardnefs of the floor, that 
was of fmooth ftonc. By the fame computa- 
tion they provided me with flieets, blankets, 
and coverlets, tolerable enough for one, who 
had been fo long inured to hardfhips. 

As the news of my arrival fpread through 
the kingdom, it brought prodigious numbers 
of rich, idle, and curious people to fee me ; 
fo that the villages were almofl emptied 5 
and great negledt of tillage and houfhold af- 
fairs mufl have enfued, if his imperial ma- 
jcfty had not provided by fevcral proclamations 
and orders of^ flate againft this inconveniency. 
He diredted, that thofe, who had already be- 
held me, (hould return home, and not pre- 
fume to come within fifty yards of my houfe 

* GuUiver has obftrved great and appearances of the objcQs 
c^n&nefi in the juft proportion thus IciTcned. Orrery. 

C 7 without 
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without licence from court ; whereby the fc- 
crctaries of ftatc got confiderablc fees. 

In the mean time the emperor held frequent 
councils to debate, what courfe fliould be 
taken with me ; and I was afterwards aflured 
by a particular friend, a perfon of great qua- 
lity, who was as much in the iecret as any^ 
that the court was under many difKculties con- 
cerning me. They apprehended my breaking 
loofe ; that my diet would be very expcnfivc, 
and might caufe a famine. Sometimes they 
determined to ftarve me, or at leaft to fhoot 
me in the face and hands with poifoned ar- 
rows, which would foon difpatch me ; but a- 
gain they confidcred, that the ftench of fo 
large a carcafe might produce a plague in the 
metropolis, and probably fpread through the 
whole kingdom. In the midft of thefe conful- 
tations feveral officers of the army went to the 
door of the great council- chamber, and two 
of them being admitted gave an account of 
my behaviour to the fix criminals above-men- 
tioned, which made fo favourable an imprcf* 
fion in the breaft of his majefty, and the whole 
board, in my behalf, that an imperial com- 
miffion was ifiued out, obliging all the villages 
nine hundred yards round the city to deliver 
in every morning fix beeves, forty fheep, and 
other victuals for my fuftenance ; together with 
a proportionable quantity of bread, and wine, 
and other liquors j for the due payment of 
which his majefty gave aflignments upon his 
treafury. For this prince lives chiefly upon 
5 his 
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his own demefnes, fcldom, except upon great 
occafions, raifing any fubfidies upon his fub- 
jc&s, who arc bound to attend him in his 
wars at their own expence. An cftablifhmcnt 
was alfo made of fix hundred perfons to be my 
domefticks, who had board-wages allowed for 
their maintenance, and tents built for them very 
conveniently on each fide of my door. It was 
likewife ordered, that three hundred taylors 
fhould make me a fuit of cloaths after the 
faOiion of the country: that fix of his ma- 
jefty's greateft fcholars fhould be employed to 
inflruft me in their language : and laflly, that 
the emperor's horfes, and thofe of the nobili- 
ty, ana troops of guards, fhould be frequent- 
ly cxercifcd in my fight to accuflom them- 
fclvcs to me. All thefe orders were duly 
put in execution, and in about three weeks I 
made a great progrefs in learning their lan- 
guage; during which time the emperor fre- 
quently honoured me with his vifits, and was 
pleafea to affift my maflers in teaching me. 
We began already to converfe together in fbme' 
fort ; and the firfl words I learnt were to cx- 
prefs my defire, that he would pleafe to give 
me my liberty, which I every day repeated on 
my knees. His anfwer, as I could apprehend 
it, was, that this mufl be a work of time, 
not to be thought on without the advice of 
his coumcil, and that firfl I m\x{k'/umos kelmin 
fejfo defmar Ion empofo ; that is, fwear a peace 
with him and his kingdom. However, that F 
Ihould be ufed with all kindnefs ; and he ad- 

C 4 vifed 
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vifed me to acqaire, by my patience and dif-^ 
crcet behaviour, the good opinion of himlelf 
and his fubjeds. He defired I would not take 
it ill, if he gave cwders to certain proper offi- 
cers to fearch rae ; for probably I might carry 
about me feveral weapons, which mull needa 
be dangerous things, if they anfwered the bulk 
of fo prodigious a perfon. I faid, his majefty 
Ihould be fatislied; for I was ready to flrip 
myfelf, and turn up my pockets before him. 
This I delivered part in words, and part in 
(igns. He replied^ that by the lavvs of the 
kingdom I mud be fearched by two of his of- 
ficers i that he knew this could not be done 
without my confent and affiftance ; that he had 
fo good an opinion of my generofity and juf- 
ticcn as to truft their acrfons in my hands : 
that whatever tbey took from me, fhould be. 
returned when I left the countryi or paid for 
^t the rate^ \yhich I would fet upon them. I 
took up the two officers in my hands, put them 
firft into n^y coat-ppckets, and then into every 
other pocket about me, except my two fobs* 
and another fecret pocket, which I had no, 
mind (hoi^dd be fearched, ^herein I had fome^ 
little neceflfaries, that were of no confequence 
to any but myfelf* In one of my fobs there 
was a fiiver watchj^ and iq the other a fmall 
quantity of gold in a purfe. Thefe gentlemen^ 
having pen, ink, and paper a,bout them, made 
an ex 1(3: inventory of every thing they faw ;. 
and, when they had done, defired I would 
itt them down, that they might deliver it; to 

the 
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the emperor. This inventory I afterwards 
tranflated into englijh^ and is word for word aa 
follows. 

Imprimis^ In the right coat-pocket of the 
great man-mountain (for fo I interpret the 
words quinbus jUjlrin) after the flrifteft fearch 
we found only one great piece of coarfe clothe 
large enough to be a foot-cloth for your ma-» 
je%*s chief room of ftate. In the left pocket 
we faw a huge filver cheft, with a cover' of 
the fame metal, which we the fcarchers were, 
not able to lift. We defired it fhould be 
opened, and one of us ilepping into it, found 
himfelf up to the mid leg in a fort of duftn 
fome part whereof flying up to our faces, fet 
us both. a fnee;sing for feveral times together. 
In his right waiftcoat-pockct we found a pro- 
digious bundle of white thin fubflances^ told-* 
ed one over another, about the bignefs of three 
men, tied with a ftrong cable, and marked 
with black figures 5 which we humbly con^ 
ceive to be writing?^ every letter almoft half as 
large as the paUn of our hands. In the left 
there was a fort of engine* from the back of 
which were extended twenty long poles, re^ 
fembling the palifadoes before your majefty's 
court; wherewith we conjecture the man^ 
wountain combs his head ; for we did not al- 
ways trouble him with queflions* becaufe we 
found it a great difficulty to make him under-* 
iland us. In tllto l&rge pocket on the right 
fide of his middle cover (fo I tranflate the word 
l^anfu-h^ by vvhich they meant my breeches) 
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we faw a hollow pillar of iron, about 
length of a man> faftencd to a flrongpieo 
timber, larger than the pillar ; and upon 
fide of the pillar were huge pieces of i 
flicking out, cut into {Irange figures, wb 
we know not what to make of. In the 
pocket another engine of the fame kind. 
the fntialler pocket on the right fide were fc 
tal round flat pieces of white and red meta 
different bulk ; fomc of the white, wh 
feemed to be filver, were fo large and htt 
that my comrade and I could hardly lift th( 
In the left pocket were two black pillars ii 
gularly ihaped : we could not without di 
Cvlty reach the top of them, as we ftood 
the bottom of his pocket. One of them 
covered, and feemed all of a piece : but 
the upper end of the other there appearc 
white round fubftance, about twice the I 
tiefs of our heads. Within each of thcfe 
inclofed a prodigious plate of fleel ; whi 
by our orders, we obliged him to (hew 
becaufe we apprehended they might be dan 
rous engines. He took them out of tl 
Cafes, and told us, that in his own country 
prance was to (liave his beard with one 
thefe, and to cut his meat with the otl 
There were two pockets, which we could 
enter : thcfe he called his fobs ; they v 
two large flits cut into the top of his mic 
cover, but fqueczcd clofe by the prefl!ure of 
belly. Out of the right fob hung a great fi 
chain, with a wonderful kind of engine at 

bott 
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bottom. Wc dircacd him to draw out what« 
ever was at the end of that chain ; which ap^ 
peared to be a globe, half filvcr, and half of 
fome tranfparcnt metal : for on the trarifpafent 
fide we faw certain ftrange figures circularfy 
drawn, and thought we could touch them, till 
•we found our fingers ftoppcd by that lucid 
fubftance. He put this engine to bur earSj 
which made an rnceflant noife like that of i 
water-mill : and we conjedure it is either fomc 
unknown animal, or the god that he worships ; 
but we are more inclined to the latter bpihiont 
bfecaufe he aflured us (if we underftood hini 
right, for he cxprcflcd himfelf vcty impetfeift^ 
ly) that he feldom did any thing without con- 
fulting it. He called it his oracle, and faid, it 
pointed out the tinie for every adion of his 
life •• From the left fob he took out a net aln 
moft large enough for a fifticrinan, but con- 
trived to open and (hut like a purfe, and ferved 
him for thie fame ufe : we found therein feVerd 
mafly pieces of yellow metal, which, if they 
be real gold, muft be of imnienfe valub. 

Having thus, in obedience to your niajefty's 
commands, diligently fearched all his pockets^i 
we obferved a girdle about his waift, made of 
the hide of fome prodigious animal, from 
which on the left fide hung a fword of the 
length of five men ; and on the right a bag or 

• Perhaps the aathor intended how little truth need to be mif- 

to expoie tne probable £dhicy of underflood to make fal^ood fpe- 

opinions derived from the tela- cious. 
ttons of travellers by * (hewing, 

pouch 
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pouch divided into two cells, each cell capable 
of holding three of your majefty's fubjeds* la 
one of thcfe cells were feveraLglobes, or balls, 
of a mod ponderous metal, about the bignefs 
of our heads, and required a flrong hand to lift 
them : the other cell contained a heap of certain 
black grains, but of no gceat bulk or weight, 
for we could hold above fifty of them in the 
' palms of our hands. 

This is an exadl inventory of what we found 
about the body of the man-mountain^ who ufed 
us with great civility, and due refpeA to your 
majefly's commiiTion. Signed and fealed, on 
the fourth day of the eighty-ninth moon of 
your majefty's aufpicious reign. 

Clefrin Frelock, MarfiFfekck. 

When this inventory was read over to the 
emperor, he diredted me, although in very 
gentle terms, to deliver up the Several particu- 
lars. He firft called for my fcymiter, which 
I took out, fcabbard and all. In the mean 
time he ordered three thoufand of his choiceft 
troops (who then attended him) to furround 
me at a diilance, with their bows and arrows 
juft ready to difcharge : but I did not obfcrvc 
it, for mine eyes were wholly fixed upon his 
majcfty. He then defired me to draw my fcy- 
miter, which, although it had got fome rufV 
by the fea- water, was in mod parts exceeding 
bright. I did fo, and immediately all the 
troops gave a (hout between terror and fur- 
prize ; for the fun (hone clear, and the reflec- 
tion dazzled their eyes, as I waved the fcymi- 
ter 
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tcf to and fro in my hand. His majcfty, who 
is a mod magnanimous prince ^ was lefs daunt« 
td than I could expeCt ; he ordered me to re- 
turn it into the fcabbard, and cafl it on the 
ground as gently as I could, about fix feet 
from the end of my chain. The next thing 
he demanded, was one of the hollow iron pil*. 
lars; by which he meant my pocket-piftols* 
I drew it out, and at his defire, as well as I 
could, exprefied to him the ufe of it; and 
charging it only with powder, which by the 
cloienefs of rtiy pouch happened to efcape wet- 
ting in the fea (an inconvenience againft which 
all prudent mariners take fpecial care to pro- 
vide) I firft cautioned the emperor not to be 
afraid, and then I let it off in the air. The 
aftonifiiment here was much greater than at 
the fight of my fcymiter. Hundreds fell down, 
as if they had been firuck dead ; and even the 
emperor, although he flood his ground, could 
not recover himfcif in fome time. I delivered 
up both my piftols in the fame manner^ as I 
had done my fcymiter, and then my pouch 
of powder and bullets ; begging him that the 
former might be kept from fire, for it would 
kindle with the fmallell fpark, and blow up 
his imperial palace into the air. I likewife 
delivered up my watch, which the emperor 
was very curious to fee, and . commanded two 

• He who docs not find him- abfurdity and injuftice arrogated 

felf difpoied to honour this mng- by him who admires, in a being 

nanimity, ibould reflect, that a fix feet high, any qualities thac 

right tojudgc of moral and iiitel- he dcfpifes in one whofe ftaturc 

itfloal excelTenco is with great does not exceed fix inches. 

of 
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of his talleft yeomen of the guards to bear it 
on a pole upon their (houlders^ as dray-men in 
England do a barrel of ale. He was amazed 
at the continual noife it made> and the motion 
of the minute-hand, which he could eafily 
difcern; for their fight is much more acute 
Jthan ours : he afked the opinions of his learn- 
ed men about it, which were various and re- 
mote, as the reader may well imagine without 
my repeating; although indeed I could noft 
very perfe&ly underfland them. I then gave 
up my iilver and copper money, my purfe witti 
nine large pieces of gold, and fome fmaller 
ones ; my knife and razor, my comb and iilver 
fnufF-box, my handkerchief and journal- book. 
My fcymiter, piftols, and pouch were conveyed 
in carriages to his majefty's ilores ; but the reft 
of ray goods were returned me. 

I had, as I before obferved, one private 
pocket, which efcaped their fearch, wherein 
there was a pair of fpe£tacles (which I fome- 
times ufe for. the weaknefs of mine eyes) a 
pocket perlpedive, and fome other little con- 
veniencies ; which being of no confequence to 
the emperor, I did not think myfelf bound in 
honour to difcover, and I apprehended they 
might be loft or fpoiled, if I ventured them 
out of my pofTeffion. 
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CHAP. III. 

fbe author diverts the emperor and his noiility 
of both/exes in a very uncommon manner. The 
diver/ions of the court of Lilliput defcribed. 
The author hath his liberty granted him upot^ 
certain conditions. 

MY gentleneft and good behaviour ha4 
gained fo far on the emperor and his 
courty and indeed upon the army> and people 
in general^ that I began to conceive hopes of 
jgetting my liberty in a ihort time. I took all 
jpofiible methods to cultivate this favourable 
diipolition. The natives came by degrees to 
be lefs appreheniive of any danger from me. 
I would fometimes lie down, and let five or 
fix of them dance on my hand : and at lafi the 
boys and girls would venture to come and play 
at hide and feek in my hair. I had now made 
a good progrefs in underilanding and fpeaking 
their language. The emperor had a mind one 
day to entertain me with feveral of the coun- 
try (hows, wherein they exceed all nations I 
have known both for dexterity and magnifi- 
cence I was diverted with none fo much as 
that of the rope-dancers, performed upon a flen- 
der white thread, extended about two feet and 
twelve inches from the ground. Upon which 
I (hall defire liberty, with the reader's patience^ 
to enlarge a little. 

This 
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This diverfion is only praftifed by tHofd 
perfons^ who are candidates for great employ-^ 
ments, and high favour at court. They are 
trained in this art from their youth, and are 
not always of noble birth, or liberal education. 
When a great office is vacant either by death 
or difgrace (which often happens) five or fix 
of thofe candidates petition the emperor to en- 
tertain his majefty and the court with a dance 
on the rope, and whoever jumps the higheft 
without falling, fuccceds in the office, very 
often the chief minifters themfelves are com- 
nianded to (hew their fkill, and to convince the 
emperor, that they have not loft their faculty^ 
FHmnap^ the treafurer, is allowed to cut a ca- 
^r on the ftrait rope at leaft an inch higher, 
thtn any other lord in the whole empire. I 
have feen him do the fummerfet • feveral times 
together upon a trencher, fixed on a rope, 
VP^nich is no thicker than a common packthread 
5n England. My friend ReldrefaU principal fe- 
cretary for private affairs, is in my opinion, if 
I am not partial, the fecond after the treafu- 
rer; the reft of the great officers are much 
upon a par. 

Thefe diverfions are often attended with 
fatal accidents, whereof great numbers are on 
record. I myfelf have itt^ two or three candi- 
dates break a limb. But the danger is much 
greater, when the minifters themfelves are com- 

' Sommcrfety or fummeriault, head ip the air, jmd comes down 
a gambol of a tumbler, in which upon his feet, 
he fprings up, turns heels ovor 

manded 
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mandcd to (hew- their dexterity; fDr> by con-^ 
tending to excel thetofelves and their fellows^ 
they ftrain fo far, that there is hardly one of 
them, who hath not received a fall, and fpme 
of them two or three. I was aflured, that a 
year or two before my arrival FHmnap would 
have infallibly broke his neck, if one of the 
king's cufhions, that accidentally lay on the 
ground, had not weakened the force of his 
fall. 

There is likewife another divcffion, which 
is only (hiewn before the emperor and emprefs, 
and firfl: minifler> upon particular occafions* 
The emperor lays on the table three fine filken 
threads of fix inches long ; one is blue, the 
other red, and the third green. Thefe threads 
are propofed as prizes for thofe perfons, whom 
the emperor hath, a mind to diftingaifli by a 
peculiar mark of his favour. The ceremony 
is performed in his majefty*s great chamber of 
ftate, where the candidates are to undergo a 
trial of dexterity very different from the for- 
mer, and fuch as I have not obferved the leaft 
fefemblancc of in any other country of the 
old or new world. The emperor holds a flick 
in his hands, both ends parallel to the horizon^ 
while the candidates advancing, one by one, 
fometimes leap over the flick, fometimes creep 
tinder it backwards and forwards feveral times^ 
according as the flick is advanced or deprcfled. 
Sometimes the emperor holds one end of the 
flick, and his firfl minifler the other; fome- 
times the minifler has it entirely to himfclf. 
- Vol. IL D Whoever 
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Whoever performs his part with moft agitity^ 
and holds out the longelt in leaping and creep- 
ing, is rewarded with the blue-coloured filk> 
the red is given to the nextj and the greea 
to the third, which they all wear girt twice 
round about the middle ; and you fee few great 
perfons about this court, who are not adorned 
with one of thefe girdles. 

The horfes of the army, and thoie of the 
royai ftables, having been daily led before me, 
were no longer fhy, but would come up to 
my very feet without ftarting. The ridersr 
would leap them over my hand, as I held it 
on the ground; and one of the emperor'^s 
huntfmen upon a large courfer took my foot, 
fhoe and all ; which was indeed a prodigious 
leap. I had the good fortune to divert the 
emperor one day after a very extraordinary 
manner. I defired he would order feveral 
fticks of two feet high, and the thicknefs of 
an ordinary cane^ to be brought me ; where-* 
ttpon his i^ajefty commanded the mafter of hi» 
woods to give directions accordingly, and the 
next morning fix woodmen arrived with as 
many carriages, drawn by eight horfes to each-i 
1 took nine of thefe fticks, and fixing thenx 
firmly in the ground in 9 quadrangular figure^ 
two feet and a half fquare, I took four other 
fticks, and tied them parallel at each corner 
about two feet from the ground ; then I faften- 
ed my handkerchief to the nine fticks that 
ftood eredl ; and extended it on all fides, till it 
Was tight as the top of a drum ; and the four pa- 
rallel 
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rallel flicks, rifing about five inches Iiigher than 
the handkerchief, ferved as ledges on each fide. 
When I had finifhed my work, I defircd the 
emperor to let a troop of his befl horfe, twen- 
ty-four in number, come and exercife upon this 
plain. His majefly approved of the propofal, 
and I took them up one by one in my hands, 
ready mounted and armed, with the proper of- 
ficers to exercife them. As foon as they got 
into order, they divided into two parties, per- 
formed mock fkirmifhes, difcharged blunt ar- 
rows, drew their fwords, fled and purfued, at- 
tacked and retired, and in fhort diibovered the 
befl military difcipHne I ever beheld. The 
parallel flicks fecured them and their horfes 
from falling over the flage ; and the emperor 
was fo much delighted, that he ordered this 
cntertainmdTnt to be repeated feveral days, and 
once was pleafed to be lifted up, and give the 
word of command ;' and, with great difficulty, 
perfuaded even the emprefs herfelf to let me 
hold her in her clofe chair within two yards of 
the flage, from whence fhe was able to take a 
full view of the whole performance. It was 
my good fortune, that no ill accident happened 
in thefe entertainments, only once a fiery 
horfe, that belonged to one of the captains, 
pawing with his hoof flruck a hole in my hand- 
kerchief, and his foot flipping he overthrew his 
rider andhimfelf; but I immediately relieved 
them both, and covering the hole with one 
hand, I fet down the troop with the other, 
in the fame manner as I took them up. The 
D 2 horfe 



3* A VOYAGE 

horfe that Fell was ftramed in the left fhoulder, 
but the rider got no hurt, and I repaired my 
handkerchief as well as I could ; however, I 
would not truft to the ftrength of it any more 
in/uch dangerous enterprizes. 

About two or three days before I was fet at 
liberty, as I was entertaining the court with 
this kind of feats, there arrived an exprefs to 
inform his majefty, that fome of his fubjeSs, 
riding near the place where I was firft taken up, 
had feen a great black fubftance lying on the 
ground, very oddly (haped, extending its edges 
round as wide as his majefty 's bed-chamber, 
and rliing up in the middle as high as a man ; 
that it was no living creature, as they at firft 
apprehended, for it lay on the grafs without 
motion ; and fome of them had walked round 
it feveral times ; that, by mounting upon each 
other's ihoulders, they had got to the top, 
which was flat and even, and, ftamping upon 
it, they found it was hollow within; that they 
humbly conceived it might be fomething be- 
longing to the man'tnountain ; and if his ma- 
jefty pleafed, they would undertake to bring it 
with only five horfcs. I prefently knew what 
they meant, and was glad at heart to receive 
this intelligence. It fecms, upon my firft 
reaching the (hore after our ftiipwreck I was \v\ 
fuch confufion, that, before I came to the 
place where I went to fleep, my hat, which I 
had faftened with a ftring to my head while I 
was rowing, and had ftuck on all the time I 
KMS fvvimming, fell off after I came to land ; 

the 
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the ftring, as I conjedure, breaking by fome 
accident, which I never obferved, but thought 
my hat had been loft at fea. I intreated his 
imperial majefty to give orders, it might be 
brought to me as foon as poflible, defcribing to 
him the ufe and the nature of it: and the next day 
the waggoners arrived with it, but not in a very 
good condition ; they had bored two holes in 
the brim within an inch and half of the edge, 
and faftened two hooks in the holes ; thefe 
hooks were tied by a long cord to the harnefs, 
and thus my hat was dragged along for above 
half an engtiJJj. mile ; but, the ground in that 
country being extremely fmooth and level, it 
received lefs damage than I expefted. 

Two days after this adventure the emperor, 
having ordered that part of his army, which 
quarters in and about his metropolis, to be in a 
readinefs, took a fancy of diverting himfelf in 
a very lingular manner. He defired I would 
ftand like a coloj/us^ •vriih my legs as far afun- 
der as I conveniently could. He then com- 
manded his general (who was an old experi- 
enced leader, and a great patron of mine) to 
draw up the troops in clofe order, and march 
them under me ; the foot by twenty-four in a 
breaft^ and the horfe by fixteen, with drums 
beating, colours flying, and pikes advanced. 
This body confifted of three thoufand foot, and 
a thoufand horfe. His majefty gave orders, upon 
pain of death, that every foldicr in his march 
jhould obferve the ftridteft decency with regard 
to my pcrfon s which however could not pre- 

D 3 vent 
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vent fome of the younger officers' from turniiig 
up their eyes, as they pafled under me : and, 
to confefs the truth, my breeches were at that 
time in fo ill a condition, that they afforded 
fome opportunities for laughter and admiration. 
I had fcnt fo many memorials and petitions 
for my liberty, that his majefty at length men- 
tioned the matter firft in the cabinet, and then 
in a full council ; where it was oppofed by 
none, except Slyrejh Bo/go/am^ who was pleaf- 
ed, without any provocation, to be my mortal 
enemy. But it was carried againft him by the 
whole board, and confirmed by the emperor. 
That minifter was galbetj or admiral of the 
realm, very much in his mailer's confidence, 
and a perfon well verfed in affairs, but of a 
morofe and four complexion. However he 
was at length perfuaded to comply ; but pre- 
vailed that the articles and conditions upon 
which I fliould be fet free, and to which \ 
muft fwear, fhould be drawn up by himfelf. 
Thefe articles were brought to me oy Skyrejk 
Bolgolam in perfon, attended by two under-? 
fecretaries, and feveral perfons of diflindtion. 
After they were read, I was demanded to fwear 
to the performance of them ; firfl in the manr 
ner of my own country, and afterwards in the 
method prefcribed by their laws, which was to 
hold my right foot in my left hand, and to place the 
middle iinger of my right hand on the crown 
of my head, and my thumb on the tip of my 
right ear. But becaufe the reader may be cu* 
rious to have fpme idea of the flyle and man-* 
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ner of expreifion peculiar to that people, as 
well to know the articles upon which I reco- 
vered my liberty, I have made a tranflation of 
the whole inftrument word for word, as near 
as I was able^ which I here offer to the 
public. 

Goibajlo Mamaren Eviame Gurdilo Shefin Mul^ 
ly Vlfy Gue, moft mighty emperor of Lilliputf 
delight and terror of the univerfe, whofe do- 
minions extend five thoufand blujirugs (about 
twelve miles in circumference) to the extre- 
mities of the globe j monarch of all mo- 
narchs, taller than the fons of men ; whofe 
feet prefs down to the center, and whofe head 
ftrikes againft the fun ; at whofe nod the prin- 
ces of the earth fhake their knees; pleafant 
as the fpring, comfortable as the fummer, 
fruitful as autumn, dreadful as winter. His 
moft fublime majefty propofeth to the man-- 
tMuntatny lately arrived at our celeftial dopii* 
nions, the following articles, which by a fo- 
Icmn oath he (hall be obliged to perform. 

ly?. The man-mountain (hall not depart from 
our dominions without our licence under our 
great feal. 

T^dj He (hall not prefume to come into our 
metropolis without our exprefs order ; at which 
time the inhabitants fliali have two hours warn- 
ing to keep within doors. 

3<^ , The faid man-mountain (hall confine his 
walks to our principal high roads, and not offer 
to walk or Jie down in a meadow or field of 
corn. 

P 4 ^b% 



40 A VOYAGE 

4M, As he walks the faid roads, he fliall 
take the utmoft care not to trample upon the 
bodies of any of our loving fubjedts, their 
horfes, or carriages, nor take any of our fub- 
jedts into his hands without their own con- 
fent. 

^thy If an exprefs requires extraordinary dif- 
patch, the man-mountain Ihall be obliged to 
carry in his pocket the meflcnger and horfe a 
a fix days journey once in every moon, and re- 
turn the faid meflcnger back (if fo required) fafc 
to our imperial prefence. 

6tb, He fhall be our ally againft our ene- 
mies in the ifland of Blefufcu ", and do his ut^ 
moft to deilroy their fleet, which is now pre- 
paring to invade us, 

'jthy That the faid man-mountain fliall, at 
his times of leifure, be aiding and aflifting to 
our workmen, in helping to raife certain great 
ftones, towards covering the wall of the prin- 
cipal park and other our royal buildings. 

8/>&, That the faid man-mountain fliall, in 
two moons time, deliver in an exaft furvey of 
the circumference of our dominions by a copi^ 
putation of his own paces round the coaft. 

Lqfilyy That, upon his foJemn oath to ob- 
fcrve all the above articles, the faid man-moun- 
tain fliall have a daily allowance of meat and 
drink fufficient for the fupport of 1724 of our 
fubjeds, with free acccfs to our royal perfon, 

* In hjs dcfcription of Lilliput his defcription of Blefufcu^ he 
he (eems to have had England feems to intend the people and 
inore immediately in view. In kingdom of France. Orrery. 

aqd 
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and other marks of our favour. Given at our 
palace At BelfaboraCy the twelfth day of the 
ninety-firft moon of our reign. 

I fwore and fubfcribed to thefe articles with 
great chearfulnefs and content, although fome 
of them were not fo honourable as I could have 
wifhed; which proceeded wholly from the 
malice of Skyrejh Bolgolamy the high admiral ; 
whereupon my chains were immediately un- 
locked, and I was at full liberty^ The empe- 
ror himfelf in perfon did me the honour to be 
by at the whole ceremony, I made my ac- 
knowledgments by proftrating myfelf at his 
majefty's itti : but he commanded me to rife; 
and after many gracious exprcflions, which, 
to avoid the cenfure of vanity, I fhall not re- 
peat, he added, that he hoped I fhould prove 
a ufeful fervant, and well defervc all the fa- 
vours he had already conferred upon me, or 
might do for the future. 

The reader may pleafe to obfervc, that, in 
the l^ft article for the recovery of my liberty, 
the emperor ftipulates to allow me a quantity 
of meat and drink fufficient for the fupport of 
ly 2^ Lilliputians. Some time after aiking a 
friend at court, how they came to fix on that 
determinate number; he told me, that his 
majefly's mathematicians having taken the 
heighth of my body by the help of a quadrant^ 
and finding it to exceed theirs in the propor- 
tion of twelve to one, they concluded from 
the fimilarity of their bodies, that mine muft 
tpntain at lead ly^^ of thcirSj and confcquent- 
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ly would require as much food as was neccffarjr 
to fupport that number of Lilliputians. By 
which the reader may conceive an idea of the 
ingenuity of that people, as well as the pru- 
dent and exad ceconooiy of fo great a prince. 

C H A P. IV. 

Mildendo, the metropolis of Lilliput, defcribed^ 
together with the emperor's palace. A convert 
Jktion between the author and a principal fecre^ 
tary concerning the affairs of that empire. The 
author* s offers to Jerve the emperor in his 
wars. 

TH E firil requeft I made, after I had ob- 
tained my liberty, was, that I might 
have licence to fee Mildendo j the metropolis; 
which the emperor cafily granted me, but with 
a fpecial charge to do no hurt either to the in*- 
habitants or their houfes. The people had no- 
tice by proclamation of my defign to vi/it the 
town. The wall, which encompaflcd it, is 
two feet and a half high, and at leaft eleven 
inches broad, fo that a coach and horfes may 
be driven very fafely round it ; and it is flank- 
ed with ftrong towers at ten feet diftance. I 
ftcpt over the great weftern gate, and pafled 
very gently, and fideling, through the two 
principal ftreets, only in my ftiort waifl-coat, 
for fear of damaging the roofs and eves of the 
houfes with the fkirts of my coat. I walked 
with the utmoft gircumfpcdlion to avoid tread- 
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ing on any ftragglers, who might remain in 
the flreetsj although the orders were very 
ilridt, that all people ihould keep in their 
houfes at their own peril. The garret-win- 
dows and tops of houfes were fo crouded with 
fpedators, that I thought in all my travels I 
had not feen a more populous place. The cijty 
is an exadt fquare, each fide qf the wall being 
five hundred feet long. The two great ftrects, 
which run crofs and divide it into four quar- 
ters, are five feet wide. The lanes and alleys^ . 
which I could not enter, but only viewed them 
as I pafled, are from twelve to eighteen inches. 
The town is capable of holding five hundred 
thoufand fouls : the houfes are from three to 
five {lories : thfe fhops and markets well pro- 
vided. 

The emperor's palace is in the center of the 
<:ity, where the two great ftrects meet« It is 
inclofed by a wall of two feet high, and twen- 
ty feet diftance from the buildings. I had hisv 
majefty's permiflion to ftep over this wall 3 
and the fpace being fo wide between that and 
the palace, I could eafily view it on every fide* 
The outward court is a fquare of forty feet, 
and includes two other courts : in the inmoft 
are the royal apartments, which I was very de- 
firous to fee, but found it extremely difficult ; 
for the great gates, from one fquare into ano- 
ther, were but eighteen inches high, and fe- 
ven inches wide. Now the buildings of the 
puter court were at leaft five feet high, and it 
was impoflible for me to ftride over them with- 
out 
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out, infinite damage to the pile, though the 
walls were ftrongly built of hewn ftone, and 
four inches thick. At the fame time the em- 
peror had a great defire, that I (hould fee the 
magnificence of his palace; but this I was 
not able to do till three days after, which I 
fpent in cutting down with my knife fome of 
the largeft treea in the royal park, about an 
hundred yards diftance from the city. Of 
thefe trees I made two ftools, each about three 
feet high, and ftrong enough to bear my 
weight. The people having received notice a 
fecond time, I went again through the city* to 
the palace with my two ftools in my hands. 
When I came to the fide of the outer court, I 
ftood upon one ftool, and took the other in 
my hand; this I lifted over the roof, and 
gently fet it down on the fpace between the 
firfl: and fecond court, which was eight feet 
wide. I then ftept over the building very con- 
veniently from one ftool to the other, and drew 
up the firft after me with a hooked ftick. 'By 
this contrivance I got into the inmoft court ; 
and, lying down* upon my fide, I applied my 
face to the windows of the middle ftories, 
which were left open on purpofe, and difco- 
vered the moft fplendid apartments that can be 
imagined. There I faw the emprefs and the 
young princes in their feveral lodgings with 
their chief attendants about them. Her im- 
perial majefty was pleafed to fmile very graci- 
oufly upon me, and gave me out of the win- 
dow her hand to kifs. 

But 
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But I (hall not anticipate the reader with far- 
ther defcriptions of this kind, becaufe I re- 
fcrve them for a greater work, which is now 
almofl ready for the prefe, containing a gene- 
ral dcfcription of this empire, from its firft e- 
reftion, through a long feries of princes, with 
a particular account of their wars and politics, 
laws, learning, and religion, their plants and 
animals, their peculiar manners and cufloms, 
with other matters very curious and ufeful; 
my chief defign at prefent being only to relate 
fuch events and tranfadtions, as happened to 
the public or to myfelf, during a refidence of 
about nine months in that empire. 

One morning, about a fortnight after I had 
obtained my liberty, Reldrefal, principal fecrc- 
tary (as they ftile him) for private affairs, 
came to my houfe attended only by one fcr- 
vant. He ordered his coach to wait at a dif- 
tance, and defired I would give him an hour's 
audience ; which I readily confentcd to, on ac- 
count of his quality and perfonal merits, as 
well as of the many good offices he had done 
me during my foUicitations at court. I offered 
to lie down, that he might the more conveni- 
ently reach my ear i but he chofe rather to let 
me hold him in my hand during our converfa- 
tion. He began with compliments on my li* 
berty; faid, he might pretend to fome merit 
in it : but however added, that, if it had not 
been for the prefent fituation of things at court, 
perhaps I might not have obtained it fo foon. 
For, faid he, as flpuriflHng a condition as we 

may 
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may appear to be in to foreigners, we labour 
under two mighty evils; a violent fadlioil 
at home» and the danger of an invafion by a 
moil pptent enemy from abroad. As to the 
ficftj you are to underftand» that for above fe^ 
venty moons paA there have been two ftrug<» 
gling parties in this empirfe, under the names 
of I'rameckfan and SJameckfan % from the high 
and low heels of their fhoes» by which they 
didinguifh themfelves. It is alledged indeed^ 
that the high heels are mofl agreeable to our 
ftocient conditution ; but» however this be> 
his majefty hath determined to make ufe only 
of low heels in the adminiflration of the go^ 
vernment, and all offices in the gift of the 
crown^ as you cannot but obferve ; and parti* 
cularly, that his majefty's imperial heels are 
lower at lead by a drurr than any of his court 
(drurr is a mcafure about the fourteenth part 
of an inch.) The animofities between thefe 
two parties run fo high, that they will nei^ 
ther eat nor drink, nor talk with each o-i- 
ther. We compute the Tramfckfan, or high- 
heels, to exceed us in number; but the power 
is wholly on our flde. We apprehend his im- 
perial bigbnefs, the heir to the crown, to have 
ibme tendency towards the high-heels ; at 
kaft, we can plainly difcover, that one of his 

*Hieh-church and low-church, eulative differenees arc fhcwn to 

or whip and tory. As every ac- be equally ridiculous, when the 

ciiiefttaT tfifferenct between man zeal with which they are op- 

and nun in pe rfon and circum- pofed and defended too muck 

fiances is by this work rendered exceeds their importance. 
extremely contemptible i to/fC" 
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heels is higher than the other^ which give8 
him a hobble in his gate. Now^ in the xnidft 
of thefe inteiline difquiets we are threffcteoed 
\vith an invafion from the iiland of Ekfufcu^ 
which is the other great empire of the uni« 
verfe, almoft as large and powerful as this of 
his majefty. For as to what we have heard 
you affirm/ that there are other kingdoms and 
ilates in the world inhabited by human crear- 
tures as large as yourfelf, our philofophers are 
in much doubts and would rather €O0Je<3:ttre 
that you dropped from the moon, or one of 
the ftars; becaufe it is certain, that ajn hun« 
dred mortals of your bulk would in a Aiort 
time deftroy all the fruits and cattle of hia 
majefty *s dominions : befides, our hiftories of 
fix thoufand moons make no mention of any 
other regions, than the two great empires of 
Lilliput znd B/efu/cu. Which two mighty pow* 
ers have^ as I was going to tell you, been en-* 
gaged in a moft obftinate war for (ix and tbir-* 
ty moons paft. It began upon the following 
occaiion : it is allowed on all hands, that the 
primitive way of breaking eggs, before we cat 
them» was upon the larger end ; but his pre-- 
fent m'ajefly's grandfather, while he was a boy, 
going to eat an egg, and breaking it according 
to the antient pra<^ice, happened to cut one of 
his fingers. Whereupon, the emperor, his 
father, publiihed an edi(^> commanding all 
his fubjeds, upon great penalties, to break the 
fmaller end of their eggs. The people fa 
highly refented this laWa that our hiftoirics tell 

us. 
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us, there have been fix rebellions railed on 
that account ; wherein one emperor loft his 
life, and another his crown. Thefe civil com- 
motions were conftantly fomented by the mo- 
narchs of Blefufcu ; and when they were quel- 
led, the exiles always fled for refuge to that 
empire. It is computed that eleven thoufand 
perfons have at feveral times fuflfered death, 
rather than fubmit to break their eggs at the 
iinaller end. Many hundred large volumes 
have been publiftied upon this controverfyj 
but the books of the Big-endians haye been 
long forbidden, and the whole party rendered 
incapable by law of holding employments. 
During the courfe of thefe troubles, the em- 
perors of Blefufcu did frequently exppftulatc 
by their ambaffadors, accufing us of making a 
fchifm in religion by offending againft a fun- 
damental doftrine of our great prophet Lu- 
firog^ in the fifty-fourth chapter of the Blun^ 
decral (which is their Alcoran.) This how- 
ever is thought to be a mere ftrain upon the 
text ; for the words are thefe : that all true 
believers break their eggs at the convenient end. 
And which is the convenient end, feems in my 
humble opinion to be left to every man's con* 
icience, or at leaft in the power of the chief 
magiftrate to determine. Now, the Big-endian 
exiles have found fo much credit in the empe- 
ror of Blefufcu's court, and fo much private 
afliftance and encouragement" from their party 
here at home, that a bloody war had been car- 
ried on between the two empires for fix and 
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thirty moons, with various fuccefs; during 
which time wc have loft forty capital (hips^ 
and a much greater number of fmaller veflcls, 
togethet with thirty thoufand of our beft fea-» 
men and foldiers ; and the damage received by 
the enemy is reckoned to be fomewhat greater 
than oursl However, they have now equip- 
ped a numerous fleet, and are juft preparing to 
make a dcfcent upon us ; and his imperial ma* 
jefty, placing great confidence in your valour 
and ftrength, hath conimanded me to lay this 
account of his affairs before you. 

I defired the fecretary to prefent my humble 
duty to the emperor, and to let him know, 
that I thought it would not become me, who 
was a foreigner, to interfere with parties ; but 
I was ready with the hazard of my life to de-» 
fend his perfon and ftate againft all invaders •. 

* GuHi'mry v^thout examin- he knew that no fuch monarch 

ing the fubjeft of difpute, rea- had a right to invade the domi- 

dify engaged to defend the em- nions ofanother, though for the 

peror agaioft invaiion ; becaufe propagation of truth. 
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l^be author y by an extraordinary Jlratagentt prt" 
vents an invqfion. A high title of bomur is 
conferred upon him. Ambajjadors arrive Jrom 
the emperor of Blcfufcu, and fue for peace. 
The emprefss apartment onfre by an accident i 
the author injirumental infaving the reft of the 
palace. 

TH E empire of Blefufcu is an ifland litu- 
ated to the north- call fide of Lilliput, 
from whence it is parted only by a channel of 
eight hundred yards wide. I had not yet feeii 
k, and upon this notice of an intended inva- 
fion I avoided appearing on that fide of the 
eoaft, for fear of being difcovercd by fomc of 
the enemy's (hips, who had received no intel- 
ligence of me^ all intercourfe between the two 
empires having hcen ftriftly forbidden during 
the war upon pain of death, and an embargo 
laid. by our emperor upon all veflels whatfi> 
cver. I communicated to his majefty a pro- 
jedV I had formed of feizing the enemy's whole 
fleet : which, as our fcouts afTurcd us, lay at 
anchor in the harbour ready to fall with the 
firft fair wind. I confulted the moft experi- 
enced feamen upon the depth of the chanBcI, 
which they had often plummed ; who told me, 
that in the middle at high- water it was fcventy 
glumgluffs^ deep, which is about fix feet of ^jr- 
ropcan meafure ; and the reft of it fifty ghtnt' 

gluffi 
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gluffs at moft. I walked towards the north-r 
call coaft, ovcragainft Blefujcu ; where, lying 
down behind a hillock, I took out my fmall 
perfped:ive-glafs, and viewed the enemy's fleet 
at anchor, confifting of about fifty men of 
war, and a great number of tranfports : I then 
came back to my houfe, and gave orders (for 
which I had a warrant) for a great quantity of 
the ftrongeft cable and bars of iron. The ca- 
ble was about as thick as pack-thread, and the 
bars of the length and fize of a knitting-nee- 
dle. I trebled the cable to make it ftronger, 
and for the fame reafon I twifted three of the 
iron bars together, bending the extremities in- 
to a hook. Having thus fixed fifty hooks to 
as many cables, I went back to the north-eaft 
coaft, and putting off my coat, fhoes, and 
ftockings, walked into the fea in my leathern 
jerkin about half an hour before high -water. 
I waded with what hafte I could, and fwam in 
the middle about thirty yards, till I felt 
ground y I arrived at the fleet in lefs than half 
an hour. The enemy was fo frighted, when 
they faw me, that they leaped out of their 
fhips, and fwam to fliore, where there could 
not be fewer than thirty thoufand fouls : 
I then took my tackling, and, fattening a hook 
to the hole at the prow of each, I tied all the 
cords together at the end. While I was thus 
employed, the enemy difchargcd feveral thou- 
fand arrows, many of which ftuck in my hands 
and face ; and, befides the exceflive fmart, 
gave me much difturbance in my work. My 
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greateft apprehenfion was for mine eyes, which 
I {hould have infallibly loft, if I had not fud- 
denly thought of an expedient. I kept among 
other little neceflaries a pair of fpeftaclcs in a 
private pocket, which, as I obfervcd before, 
had efcaped the emperor's fearchers. Thcfe I 
took put and faftened as ftrongly as I could 
upon my nofe, and thus armed went on boldly 
with my work in fpight of the enemy's ar- 
rows, many of which ftruck againft the glafles 
of myfpeftacles, but without arty other efFeft, 
farther than a little to difcompofe them. I 
had now faftened all the hooks, and taking 
the knot in my hand began to pull ; but not a 
fhip would ftir, for they were all too faft held 
by tlieir anchors, fo that the boldeft part 
cf my enterprize remained. I therefore let 
go the cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the 
ihips, I refolutely cut with my knife the cables 
that faftened the anchors, receiving above two 
hundred fhots in my face and hands; then I 
took up the knotted end of the cables, to 
which my hooks were tied, and with great eafe 
drew fifty of the enemy's largeft men of war 
after me. 

The Blefufcudiansj who had not the leaft 
imagination of what I intended, were at firft 
tonfounded with aftoniftiment. They had Teen 
me cut the cables, and thought my defign was 
only to let the fliips run a-drift, or fall foul on 
each other : but when thev perceived the whole 
fleet moving In order, and law me pulling at 
the end, they fet up fuch a fcream of grief and 
5 defpair. 
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defpair^ as it is almoft impoflible to defcribe or 
conceive. When I had got out of danger, I 
ftopt a while to pick out the arrows, that ftuck 
in my hands and face ; and rubbed on feme of 
the. fame ointment, that was given me at my 
firft arrival, as I have formerly mentioned. I 
then took off my fpeftacles, and waiting about 
an hour, till the tide was a little fallen, I 
waded through the middle with my cargo, and 
arrived fafe at the royal port of Lilliput. 

The emperor and his whole court flood on 
the fliore expeding the iflue of this great ad- 
venture. They faw the (hips move forward in 
a large half-moon, but could not difcern me, 
who was up to my breaft in water. When I 
advanced to the middle of the channel, they 
were yet more in pain, becaufe I was under 
water to my neck. The emperor concluded me 
to be drowned, and that the enemy's fleet was 
approaching in an hoftile manner : but he was 
foon eafed of his fears, for the channel grow- 
ing fliallower every flep I made, I came in a 
fhort time within hearing, and holding up the 
end of the cable, by which the fleet was faft- 
ened, I cried in a loud voice, long live the moji . 
puiffant emperor of Lilliput I This great prince 
received me at my landing with all poffible 
encomiums, and created mc a J^ardac upon the 
fpot, which is the highcft title of honour a- 
mong therii. 

His majefty defired, I would take fome other 

opportunity of bringing all the reft of his eno- 

iny's ihips into his ports. And fo unmeafur- 
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able is the ambition of princes, that he feemed to 
think of nothing lefs than reducing the whole 
empire oiBlefuJcu into a province, and governing 
it by a vice-roy ; of deftroying the Big-^ en Jian ex- 
iles, and compelling that people to break the 
fmaller end of their eggs, by which he would 
remain the fole monarch of the whole world. 
But I endeavoured to divert him from this der 
fign by many arguments drawn from the topics 
ofpolicy as well as juftice: and I plainly pro- 
tefted, that I would never be an inftrument of 
bringing a free and brave people into flavery. 
And, when the matter was debated in coun- 
cil, the wifeft part of the miniftry were of my 
opinion. 

This open bold declaration of mine was fb 
oppofite to the fchemes and politicks of his 
imperial majefty, that he could never forgive 
me ; he mentioned it in a very artful manner 
at council, where I was told that fome of the 
wifeft appeared at leaft by their filence to be 
of my opinion ; but others, who were my fe- 
cret enemies, could not forbear fome expref- 
lions, which by a fide- wind refleded on me. 
And from this time began.an intrigue between 
his majefty, and a junto of minifters malicir 
oufly bent againft me, which broke out in lefs 
than two months, and had like to have ended 
in my utter deftrudlion. Of fo little weight 
are the greateft fervices to princes, when put 
into the ballance with a refufal to gratify their 
paflions. 

About 
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About three weeks after this exploit, there 
arrived a folemn ambaffy from Blefufcu with 
humble offers of a peace ; which was foon con*- 
cluded upon conditions very advantageous to 
our emperor, wherewith I (hall not trouble the 
reader^ There were fix ambafladors, with a 
train of about five hundred perfons ; and their 
entry was very magnificent, fuitable to the 
grandeur of their mafter, and the importance 
of their biifinefs. When their treaty was 
finished, wherein I did them feveral good of- 
fices by the credit I now had, or at leaft ap- 
peared to have at court, their excellencies, who 
were privately told how much I had been their 
• friend, made me a vifit in form. They began 
with many compliments upon my valour and 
generofity, invited me to that kingdom in the 
emperor their mailer's name, and defired me 
to fhew them fome proofs of my prodigious 
ftrehgth, of which they had heard fo many 
wonders ; wherein I readily obliged them, but 
(hall not trouble the reader with the particu- 
lars. 

When I had for fome time entertained their 
excellencies to their infinite fatisfadtion. and 
furprize, I defired they would do me the ho* 
nour to prefent my moft humble rcfpeds to 
the emperor their mafter, the renown of whofe 
virtues had fo juftly filled the whole world 
with admiration, and whofe royal perfon I re- 
folved to attend before I returned to my own 
country: accordingly, the next time I had th« 
honour to fee our emperor, I defired his ge- 
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neral licence to wait on the Blefufcudian mo-» 
narch, which he was pleafed to grant me, as I 
could plainly perceive, in a very cold manner ; 
but could not guefs the reafon, till I had a 
whilper from a certain perfon, that Flimnap 
and Bolgolam had reprefentcd my intercourle 
with thofe ambafTadors as a mark of difaffec- 
tion. from which I am fare my heart was 
wholly free. And this was the firft time I 
began to conceive fome imperfccSt idea of courts 
and miniflers. 

It is to be obfervcd, that thefe ambafladors 
fpoke to me by an interpreter, the languagcis 
of both empires difiering as much from each 
other as any two in Europe^ and each nation, 
priding itfelf upon the antiquity, beauty, and 
energy of their own tongues, with an avowed 
contempt for ihjit of their neighbour; yet our 
emperor, (landing upon the advantage he had 
got by the fei^ure of their fleet, obliged them 
to deliver their credentials, and make their 
fpeech in the Lilliputian tongue^ And it (nuft 
be confcfled, that from the great intercourfc gf 
trade and commerce between both realms, 
from thtr continual reception of exiles, which 
is mutual among them, and from the cuftom 
in each empire to fend their young nobility and 
richer gentry to the other in order to polifli 
themfelves by feeing the world, and under- 
ftanding men and manners ; there are few per- 
fons of diftindion, or merchants, or fcamen, 
who dwell in the maritime parts, but what 
can hold converfation in both tongues ; as I 

foynd 
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found (bme weeks after, when I went to pay 
my refpe^ls to the emperor oi Blefufcu^ which 
in the midft of great misfortunes, through the 
malice of my enemies, proved a very happy 
adventure to me, as I fhall relate in its proper 
place. . 

The reader may remember, that when I 
figncd thofe articles upon which I recovered 
my liberty, there were fonxe which I difliked 
upon account of their being too fervile, nei- 
ther could any thing but an extreme neceflity 
have forced me to fubmit. But being now a 
nardac of the highell rank in that empire, 
fuch offices were looked upon as below my 
dignity, and the emperor (to do him juftice) 
never once mentioned them to me. How- 
ever, it was not long before I had an oppor- 
tunity of doing his majefly, at leafl, as I then 
thought, a moll fignal fervice. I was alarm- 
ed at midnight with the cries of many hundred 
people at my door ; by vvhich being fuddenly 
awaked, I was in fome kind of terror. I 
heard the word Burglum repeated inceflantly : 
feveral of the emperor's court, making their 
way through the croud, intreated me to come 
immediately to the palace, where her imperial 
majefty's apartment was on fire by the care- 
lefnefs of a maid of honour, who fell afleep 
\vhile Ihe was reading a romance. I got up 
in an inftant ; and orders being given to clear 
the way before me, and it being likewife a 
moonfhine night, I made a fhift to get to the 
palace without trampling on any of the people 

I found 
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I found they hid already applied ladders to the 
walls of the apartment, and were well provi^t 
ded with buckets, but the water was at fomc 
diftancc. Thefe buckets were about the fize 
of a large thimble, and the poor people fup- 
plied me with them as faft as they could ; but 
the flame was fo violent, that they did litdc 
good. I might eafily have llifled it with my 
coat, which I unfortunately left behind mc 
for hafte, and came away only in my leathern 
jerkin. The cafe feemed wholly defperate 
and deplorable, and this magnificent palace 
would have infallibly been burnt down to the 
ground, if by a prefencc of mind unufual to 
me I had not fuddenly thought of an expedi- 
ent. I had the evening before drank plenti- 
fully of a moft delicious wine called Glimigrim 
(the Blefufcadians call it FlUnec^ but ours 
is efteemed the better fort) which is very 
diuretic. By the luckieft chance in the world 
I had not difchargcd myfclf of any part of it. 
The heat I had contradted by coming very near 
the flames, and by labouring to quench them, 
made the wine begin to operate by urine i 
which I voided in fuch a quantity, and ap- 
plied fo well to the proper places, that in 
three minutes the fire was wholly extinguifti- 
ed, and the refl: of that noble pile, which had 
coft fo many ages in eredling, prefcrved from 
deft:ru6Vion. 

It was now day-light, and I returned to my 
houfe without waiting to congratulate with 
the emperor \ bccaitfc, although I had done a 

very 
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very eminent piece of fcrvice,. yet I could not 
tell how his majefty might refent the man- 
ner, by which I had performed it : for, by 
the fundamental laws of the realm, it is capi- 
tal in any perfon, of what quality foever, to 
tnake water within the precindts of the pa- 
lace. But I was a little comforted by a mef- 
fage from his majefty, that he would give or- 
ders to the grand jufticiary for palling my par- . 
don in fortn ; which however I could hot ob- 
tain. And I was privately aflured, that the 
emprefs, conceiving the greateft abhorrence of 
what I had done, removed to the moft: diftant 
fide of the court, firmly refolved that thofe 
tuildings fliould never be repaired for her ufe ; 
and, in the prefence of her chief confidents, 
pould not forbear vowing revenge. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the inhabitants of Lilliput ; their learnings 
laws^ and cujloms^ the manner of educating 
their children. The authors way of living in 
that country. His vindication of a great lady. 

ALTHOUGH I intend to leave the de- 
fcription of this empire to a particular 
treatife, yet in the mean time I am content to 
gratify the curious reader with fome general 
ideas. As the common fize of the natives is 
fomewhat under fix inches high> fo there is 
an exadl proportion in all other anirtials, as 
yft\\ as plants and trees : for inftance, the 

talkf^ 
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talleft horfes and oxen are between four and 
live inches in heigh tb, the fheep an inch and 
half, more or Icfs ; their geefe about the big- 
nefs of a fparrow, and fo the feveral gradations 
downwards, till you come to the fnialleft, 
which to my fight were almoft invifible ; but 
nature hath adapted the eyes of the Lilliputians 
to all objects proper for their view : they fee 
with great exadlncfs, but at no great dif- 
tance. And, to (hew the fharpnefs of their 
fight towards objedts that are near, I have 
been much pleafed with obferving a cook 
pulling a lark, which was not fo large as a 
common fly; and a young girl threading an 
invifible needle with invifible filk. Their 
tailed trees are about fcven feet high : I 
mean fome of thofe in the great royal park, 
the tops whereof I could but juft reach with my 
fift clinched. The other vegetables are in the 
fame proportion : but this I leave to the rea- 
der's imagination. 

I (hall fay but little at prefentof their learn- 
ing, which for many ages hath flouriftied in 
all its branches among them : but their man- 
ner of writing is very peculiar, being neither 
from the left to the right, like the turopeans ; 
nor from the right to the left, like the arabi-- 
ans\ nor from up to down, like the cbinefei 
but aflant from one corner of the paper to the 
other, like ladies in England. 

They bury their dead with their heads di- 
reftly downwards, becaufe they hold an opi- 
nion, that in eleven thoufand moons they ace 

all 
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all to rife again» in which period the earth 
(which they conceive to be flat) will turn up- 
fide down, and by this means they (hall at 
their refurredtion be found ready {landing on 
their feet. The learned among them confefs 
the abfurdity of this doftrine, but the praifticc 
flill continues in compliance to the vulgar. 

There are fome laws and cuftoms in this em- 
pire very peculiar ; and, if they were not fo 
diredlly contrary to thofe of my own dear 
country, I fliould be tempted to fay a little in 
their juftification. It is only to be wifhedthey 
were as well executed. The firft I fliall men«> 
tion, relates to informers. All crimes againll 
the ftate are puniftied here with the utmoft fe- 
vcrity ; but, if the perfon accufed maketh his 
innocence plainly to appear upon his trial, the 
accufer is immediately put to an ignominious 
deajth; and out of his goods or lands the inno- 
cent perfon is quadruply recompenfed for the 
lofs of his time, for the danger he underwent, 
for the hardfhip of his imprifonment, and for 
all the charges he hath been at in making his 
defence. Or, if that fund be deficient, it is 
largely fupplied by the crown. The emperor 
alfo confers on him fome publick mark of his 
favour, and proclamation is made of his inno- 
cence through the whole city. 

They look upon fraud as a greater crime 
than theft, and therefore fcldom fail to punifti 
it with death ; for they alledgc, that care and 
vi^ildncef with a very common underftanding, 
n^axr oreferve a man's goods fron^i thieves, but 
^^ ^ honefly 
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honefty has no fence againft fuperior cunning} 
and (ince it is nccefTary that there (hould be a 
perpetual intercourfe of buying and felling, 
and dealing .upon credit ; where fraud is per- 
mitted and connived at, or hath no law to pu- 
ni(h it, the honeil dealer is always undone^ 
and the knave gets the advantage. I remem- 
ber when I was once interceding with the king 
for a criminal, who had wronged his mailer 
of a great fum of money, which he had re- 
ceived by order, and ran away with ; and hap- 
pening to tell his majefty, by way of extenua-^ 
tion, that it was only a breach of truft ; the 
emperor thought it monftrous in me to offef 
as a defence the greateft aggravation of the 
crime ;' and truly I had little to fay in return^ 
farther than the common anfwer, that different 
nations had different cufloms ; for, I confefs, I 
was heartily afhamed *. 

Although we ufually call reward and punifh* 
ment the two hinges, upon which all govern- 
ment turns, yet I could never obferve this maxT 
im to be put in pradlice by any nation, except 
that of Lilliput. Whoever can there bring 
fufficient proof, that he hath ftridlly obferved 
the laws of his country for feventy -three moons, 
hath a claim to certain privileges, according to 
his quality and condition of life, with a prp-- 
portionable fum of money out of a fund ap- 
propriated for that ufe: he likewife acquires 
the title oi fnilpall^ or legaU which is added to 

* An afl of parliament hath breaches of truft have been made 
been iince pafled, by which fome capicaL 
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lis name^ but doth not defcend to hu poflerity. 
\nd thcfe people thought it a prodigious defeat 
)f policy among us, when I told them, that ^ 
)ur laws were enforced only by penalties, 
vithout any mention of reward. It is upon 
Jiis account, that the image of juftice in theif 
:ourts of judicature is formed with fix eyes, 
:wo before, as many behind, and on each fide 
jne, to fignify circumfpedlion ; with a bag of* 
jold open in her right hand, and a fword 
(heathed in her left, to (hew fhe is more dif- 
pofed to reward than to punifh. 

In chufing perfons for all employments they 
tiave more regard to good morals than to great 
ibilities ; for, fince government is neceflary to 
mankind, they believe that the common fizeof 
buman underftanding is fitted to fome ftation 
or other, and that providence never intended 
to make the management of public affairs a 
myftery to be comprehended only by a few 
perfons of fublime genius, of which there fel- 
dom are three born in an age : but they fup - 
pofe truth, juftice, temperance, and the like, 
to be in every man's power, the pradice of 
which virtues, affifted by experience and a 
good intention, would qualify any man for the 
fcrvice of his country, except where a courfc 
of ftudy is required. But they thought the 
want of moral virtues was fo far from being 
fupplied by fuperior endowments of the mind, 
that employments could never be put into fuch 
dangerous hands as thofe of perfons (b quali- 
fied i and at leaft, that the miilakes committed 

by. 
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by Ignorance in a virtuous difpofition Would 
never be of fuch fatal confequencc to the pub- 
lic weal, as the prafticcs of a man whofe in- 
clinations led him to be corrupt, and who had 
great abilities to manage, to multiply, and dc*' 
fend his corruptions. 

In like manner, the difbelief of a divint 
providence fenders a man uncapable of hold- 
ing any public flation ; for, fince kings avow 
fhcmfelves to be the deputies of providence^ 
the Lilliputians think nothing can be nitore ab- 
furd than for a prince to employ fuch men as 
difbwn tht authority, under which he a&eth. 

In relating thefe and the following laws, I 
would only be underftood to mean the original 
inflitutions, and not the moft fcandalous cor- 
ruptions, into which thefe people are fallen by 
the degenerate nature of man. For as to that 
infamous pradlice of acquiring great employ- 
ments by dancing on the ropes, or badges of 
.favour and diftinftion by leaping over flicks, 
and creeping under them, the reader is to ob- 
serve, that they were firft introduced by the 
grandfather of the emperor now reigning, and 
grew to the prefent heighth by the gradual in- 
creafeof party and faftion. 

Ingratitude is among them a capital rrime, as 
we read it to have been in fome other countries; 
for they reafon thus, that whoever makes ill 
returns to his benefaftor, mud needs be a com- 
mon enemy to the reft of mankind, from whom 
he hath received no obligation, and therefore 
fuch a man is not fit to live. 

Their 
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Their notions relating xb the duties of parents 
hnd children differ extremely from ours. For,' 
iincc the conjunction of male and female is 
founded lijpbn the great law of nature in order 
to propagate arid continue the fpccics, the Li/- 
aputians will heeds have it, that men and wo-^ 
men are joined together like ofher animals by 
the ttioHv6S of croncupifcence / and that their 
tfendernefs towards their young proceeds froni 
the like natural principle: for which reafoii 
they will never allow, that a child is under 
any obligation to his father for begetting him, or 
to his mother for bringing him into the world; 
\Vhich; confidering the iiiiferies of human life; 
x<ras neither a benefit in itfelf, nor intended fo 
by his parents, whofe thoughts in tKeir love- 
encounters were otherwife employed. Upoii 
thefe, and the like reafbnings, their opinion is/ 
that parents are tHe laft of all other^ to be 
tfiifted ^ith the education of their own chil- 
dren : and therefore they have in every town 
f5ublic nurferies, where all parents, except cot- 
tagers and labourers, are obliged to fend theii; 
infants- of both fexes to be reared and educated 
when they cortie to the age of twenfy moons; 
at wliicH time they are fuppofed to have fome 
rudiments of dodility. Thefe fchools are of fe^ 
vera! Kiiids; ftiited to different qualities, ana 
to both fexes, They have 6erta:in profeflbrs 
Well {killed in preparing Children for fuch a 
condition of life as befits the rank of their pa- 
rfents, and their own capacities as well as 
Vol. IL F IneR- 
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inclinations. I fhall firft fay fomething of the 
male nurfcrics, and then of the female. 

The nurferies for males of noble or eminent 
birth are provided with grave and learned pro- 
feflbrs, and their feveral deputies. The clothes 
and food of the children are plain and fimple. 
They are bred up in the principles of honour, * 
juftice^ courage, modcfty, clemency, religion, and 
love of their country; they are always employed 
in fome bufinefs, except in the times of bating 
and flceping, which are very (bort, and two hours 
for diverfions confifting of bodily exercifes. They 
are dreffed by men till four years of age, and 
then are obliged to drefs themfelves, although: 
their quality be ever fo great ; and the women 
attendants, who are aged proportionably to.ours 
at fifty, perform only the moft menial offices. 
They are never fuffered to con verfe with fcrvants, 
but go together in fmaller or greater numbers 
to take their diverfions, and always in the pre-< 
fence of a profeflbr, or one of his deputies i 
whereby they avoid thofe early bad imprefilona 
of folly and vice, to which our chilaren arc 
fubjeft. Their parents are fufFered to fee them 
only twice a year ; the vifit is to laft but an. 
hour; they are allowed to kifs the chiM at 
meeting and parting ; but a profeflbr, who al- 
ways ftands by on thofe occafions, will not fuf- 
fer them to whifper, or ufe any fondling ex-- 
preflions, or bring any prefents of toys, fwcet- 
meats, and the like. 

The penfion from each family for the edu- 
cation and entertainment of a child, upon fti-* 

lure 
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Kirc of due payment^ is levied by the cmpe- 
for'a officers. 

The ntrrferics for children, of ordinary gen- 
tlexnen^ merchants, traders, and handicrafts^ 
tie managed 'propOMiohably after the fame 
mtiriner ; ohly thofe defigned for tratdes are put 
out apprentieet at eleven years old, whereat 
thofe OT perfofns of quality continue in their 
exercifes till fifteen, which anfwers^ to twenty- 
one with us : but the confinement \i gradually 
kflehed for the laft three years. 

In Ac female hurferies, the yotng girls of 
(Quality are educated much like the males, only 
they aire dreffed by orderly ferirants of their ownr 
fex; but always in the prefence of a profeffof 
or deputy, till they come to drcfs themftlves; 
which is at five years old. And if it be foUiid; 
that thefe nurfes ever prefume to entertain the 
girls \*ith frightful or foolifli ft9ries, or the 
common follies praftifed by chamber-maids a- 
itiOng us, they are publickly whipped thricfc; 
about the city^ imprifoned for a year, and. 
bahiflied for life to the moll defolate part of 
the country. Thus the young ladies there are 
as much afhamed of being cowards and fools^ 
as the men, and defpife all perfonal ornament^ 
beyond decency and cleanlinefs : neither did I 
|)erceive any difference in their education,- 
made by their difference of feX, orily that th<^ 
exercifes of the females were not altogether fff 
robufi ; and that fome rules were given theof 
relating to domeftick life, and a fmaller com- 
pafe of learning ivas enjoined them : for thelf 

F 2 maxira 
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maxim is, that, among people of quality, 2 
wife fhould be always a reafonable and agreea^ 
ble companion, becaufe {he cannot always be 
young. When the girls are twelve years old, 
which among them is the marriageable age, 
their parents or guardians take them home 
with great expreffions of gratitude to the pro- 
fefTors, and feldom without tears of the young 
lady and her companions. 

In the nurferies of females of the meaner 
fort the children are intruded in ail kinds 
of works proper for their fex, and their feveral 
degrees : thofe intended for apprentices are difp 
miffed at ftvcn years old, the reft are kept to 
eleven. 

The meaner families, who have children at 
tliefe nurferies, are obliged, befidcs their an- 
nual peniion, which is as low as poilible, to 
return to the fteward of the nurfery a fmall 
monthly (hare of their gettings to be a portion 
for the child ; and therefore all parents are li- 
mited in their expcnccs by the law. For the 
Lilliputians think nothing can be more unjuft, 
than for people, in fubfervicnce to their own 
appetites, to bring children into the world, 
and leave the burthen of fupporting them on 
the public. As to perfons of quality, they 
give fccurity to appropriate a certain fum for 
each. child, iuitable to their cx)ndition; and 
thefe funds are always managed with good huf- 
bandry, and the moft exadl juftice. 

The cottagers and labourers keep their chil- 
dren at home, their bufinefs being -^nly to till 

and 
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and cultivate the earth, and therefore their 
education is of little confequence to the pub- 
lic : but the old and difeafed among them are 
fupported by hofpitals : for begging is a trade 
unknown in this empire. 

And' here it may pefhaps divert the curious 
reader, to give fome accourit of my domeftics, 
and my manner of living in this country dur- 
ing a refidence of nine months and thirteen 
days.* Having a head mechanically turned, 
and being likewife forced by neceflity, I had 
made for myfelf a table and chair convenient 
enough out of the largeft trees in the royal park. 
Two hundred fcmpftreffes were employed to 
make me fhirts, arjd linnen for my bed and 
table, all of the tbongeft and coarfeft' kind 
they could get ; which however they were 
forced to quilt together in feveral folds, 
for the thickeft was fome degrees finer than 
lawn. Their linnen is ufually three inches 
wide, and three feet make a piece. The 
IcmpftrefTes took my meafure as I lay on 
the ground, one {landing at my neck, and 
another at my mid-leg, with a ftrong cord ex- 
tended, that each held by the end, while a 
third* meafured the length of the cord with a 
rdle of an inch long. Then they meafured 
my right thumb, and defired no more ; for by 
a mathematical computation, that twice round 
the thumb is once round the wrifl, and fo on 
to the neck and the waift, and by the help of 
my old fhirt, which I difplayed on the ground 
before them for a pattern, they fitted me ex- 

F 3 aaiy. 
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l^aiy. Thfcie hundred taylors were employed 
in the fame manner to make me clothes ; but 
they had another cpntrivance for taking my 
meafure« 1 kneeled down, and they raifed a 
ladder from the ground to my neck ; upon this 
ladder one of ^hcm mounted, and let fall ^ 
jplum*Une from my collar to the floor, which 
juft anfjvercd the length of my coat; but my 
waift and arms I meafured myfelf. When my 
clothes were finiflied, which was done in my 
iioufe (for the largeft of theirs would not have 
been able to hold them) they looked like the 
patch-work made by the lidies in England, 
pnly that mine were all of a colour. 

i had three hundred cooks to drefs my vie-' 
Ituals in little convenient huts built about my 
houfe, where they and their families lived, 
^nd prepare^ me two fifties a-piece. I took 
up twenty waiters in my hand, and placed 
them on the table ; an hundred more attended 
below on the ground, fomc with diflies of meat, 
and fome with barrels of vvine, and other li- 
quors, flung on their flioulders ; all which the 
yraiters abpve drew up, as I wanted, in a very 
Jngenious manner by certain cords, as we draw 
|he bucket up a well in Europe. A difli of 
their meat was a good mouthful, and a barrel 
pf th^ir liquor a reafonable draught. Their 
mutton yields to ours, but their beef is excel-^ 
lent, I have had a firloin fo large, that I have 
been forced to make three bits of it; but 
this is rare. My fervants were afloniflied to 
jee me eat itj^ bpnes ^d all, as in our country 

we 
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we do the leg of a lark. Their geefc and tur- 
kies I ufually eat at a mouthful and I mud 
confcfs, they far exceed purs. Of their fmall- 
er fowl I could take up twenty or thirty at the 
end of my knife. 

One day his imperial majefty, being inform- 
ed of my way of living, defifed that himfelf and 
his royal confort, with the young princes of the 
blood of both fcxes, might have the happinefs 
(as he was pleafed to call it) of dining with 
ine. They came accordingly, and I placed 
them in chairs of ftate upon my table, juft over- 
againft me, with their guards about them. 
Flimnapj the lord high treafurer, attended there 
likewife with his white ftafF; and I obferved 
he often locked on me with a four countenance, 
which I would not ftem to regard, but eat 
more than ufual, in honour to my dear coun- 
try, as well as to fill the court with admiration. 
I have fome private reafons to believe, that this 
vifit from his majelly gave Flimnaf an oppor- 
tunity of doing me ill offices to his maiter. 
That minifter had always been my fecret ene- 
my, though he outwardly careffed me more 
than was ufual to the morofencfs of his nature. 
Hereprefented to the emperor the low condition 
of his treafury \ that he was forced to take up 
money at great difcount ; that exchequer bills 
would not circulate under nine^^r cent, below 
par ; that I had coft his majefty above a mil- 
lioa and a half of j^r^^^ (their greateft gold 
coin, about the bignefs of a fpangle) and upon 
the whole, that it would be advifeable in the 

F 4 emperor 
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emperor to take the firft fajr pccafiqn of Al^i 
inifling mc. 

I aiji here obliged to vindicate {the repute- 
jion of an excellent lady, who was an innor 
cent fufferer upon my account. The treafurer 
Ipok a fancy to be jealous of Jiis wife, from 
jhe malice of fome evil tongues, who infprip* 
td hini that her grace had taken a violent af- 
fedtion for my perfpn ; and the coqrt fgandal 
ran for fome time, that ihc once came private- 
ly to my lodging. This I folemnly declare to 
t)e a moft infamous falfhood, without any 
grounds, farther than that her grace wa? 
pleafed to treat me with all innocent marjcs of 
freccloiii and friendfliip. I oyvn fhe came often 
fq my houfc, but always publickjy, nor ever 
without three more in the coach> who were 
^fually her fifter and young daughter, and fome 
particular acquaintance -, but this was com- 
mon to many other ladies of the court. And 
I iliU appeal to my fervants round, whether 
they at any time faw a coach at my door, with- 
out knowing what perfons were in it. On 
thofe occasions, when a feryant had given me 
notice, my cuftom was to go imme4iately to 
the door ; and, after paying my refpedts, to 
take up the coach and two horfes very careful- 
ly in my hands (for, if there were fix horfes, 
the poAillion always unharneiTed four) and 
placed them on a table, where I had fixed a 
moveable rim quite round, of five inches high, 
to preyent accidents. And I have often had 
four coaches and horfes at once on my table 
- fuU 
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full of company, while I fat in my chair, lean- 
ing my face towards them ; and, when I was 
engaged with one ftt, the coachmen would 
gently drive the others round my table. | 
have paffe4 many an afternoon very agreeably ^ 
in thefe converf^tiong. But I defy the trea- 
furer, or his two informers (I will name them, 
.:^nd let (hem mgke their beft of it) Clvjlril and 
Drunloy to provp that any pcrfon ever came to 
me incognitQf except the fecret^ry ReUreJd^ 
Y^ho was fent by exprefs command of hi5 im- 
perial majefty, as I have before related. I 
(hould not have dwelt fo long upon this partitu- 
jar, if it had not been a point wherein the re- 
putation of a great lady is fo nearly concerned, 
to fay nothing of my own, though I then had 
the honour to be a nardacj which the treafu- 
rer himfelf is not; for all the world knows, 
(hat he is only a glumglum^ a title inferior by 
one degree, as that of a marquefs is to a duke 
in England^ yet I allow he preceded me in 
right of his poft. Thefe falfe informations, 
yrhich I afterwards came to the knowledge of 
by an accident not proper to mention, made 
the treafurer /hew his lady for fome time an ill 
countenance, and me a worfe ; and although 
he was at laft undeceived and reconciled to her, 
yet I loft all credit with him, and found my 
intereft decline very faft with the emperor him- 
felf, who was indeed too much governed by that 
favourite. • 

' CHAP^ 
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CHAP. VIL 

T!be author^ being informed of a dejign to accufe 
him of b^b'treafon^ makttb bis ejhape to Blc- 
fufcu. His reception- there. 

BEFORE I proceed to give an account of 
my leaving this kingdom, it may be pro- 
per to inform the reader of a private intrigue, 
which had been for two months forming againft 
me. 

I had been hitherto all my life a ftranger to 
courts, for which I was unqualified by the 
meannefs of my condition. I had indeed heard 
and read enough of the difpofitions of great 
princes and minifters; but never expefted to 
have found fuch terrible effects of them in fo 
remote a country, governed, as I thought, by 
very different maxims from thofe in Europe. 

When I was juft preparing to pay my atten« ' 
dance on the emperor of Blefufcu^ a coniider* 
able perfon at court (to whom I had been very 
ferviceable at a time, when he lay under the 
higheft difpleafure of his imperial majefty) came 
to my houfe very privately at night in a clofc 
chair, and, without fending his name, defired 
admittance: the chairmen were difmiffed; I 
put the chair^ with his lordfhip in it, into my 
coat*-pocket ; and, giving orders to a truify 
fervant to fay I was indifpofed and gone to 
lleep, I faftened the door of my houfe, placed 
the chair on the table according to my ufual 
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^uftom, and fat down by it. After the com- 
mon falutations were over, obferving his lord- 
lliip's countenance full of concern, and enquir- 
ing into the reafon, he defired I would hear 
him with patience in a matter, that highly 
concerned my honour and my hfc. His fpeech 
was to the following cffedl, for I took notes of 
it as foon as he left me. 

You are to know, faid he, that fcveral com^ 
mittees of council have been lately called in the 
moft private manner on your account ; and it is 
but two days fince his majefty came to a full 
refolution. 

You are very fenfiblc that Skyris BoJgoIam 
fgalbetf or high-admiral) hath been your mor- 
tal enemy almoft ever fince your arrival : his 
original reafons I know not; but his hatred is 
encreafed fince your great fuccefs againft Ble- 
fufcuy by which his glory, as admiral, is much 
obfcured. This lord, in conjunction with 
Flimnap the high-treafurer, whofe enmity a- 
gainft you is notorious on account of his lady, 
Limtoc the general, Lalcon the chamberlain, 
and Balmuff the grand jufticiary, have pre- 
pared articles of impeachment againfi: you for 
treafon and other capital crimes. 

This preface made me fo impatient, be- 
ing confcious of my own merits and inno- 
cence, that I was going to interrupt : when 
he entreated me to be filent, and thus pro- 
ceeded. 

Out of gratitude for the favours you have 

done me, I procured information of the whole 

3 proceedings. 
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proceedings, and a copy of the articlesj wherein 
I venture my head for your fervice. 

Articles of impeachment againji Quinbus Fleftrin 
the man- mountain, 

ARTICLE I. 

Whereas, by a ftatute made in the reign of 
}}is imperial inajefty Calm Deffar Plune, it is 
cnaded, that whoever (hall make water within 
the pregindls of the royal palace, (hall be li- 
able to the pains and penalties of high treafon: 
potwithftanding the faid ^inbus Flejlrin in 
open breach of the faid law, under colour of 
cxtinguifliing the fire kindled in the apartment 
of his majefty-s moll dear imperial confort, did 
maliciouily, traiteroufly, and devilifhly, by dif- 
charge of his urine put out the faid fire kindled 
in the faid apartment, lying and being within 
the precindts of the faid royal palace, againfl 
the flatute in that cafe provided, etc. againil 
the duty, etc. 

ARTICLE IL 

That the (di6r^inbus Flejlrin having brought 
the imperial fleet of Blefufcu into the royal 
port, and being afterwards commanded by his 
imperial majefty to feize all the other fhips of 
the faid empire of BlefufcUy and reduce that 
empire to a province to be governed by a vice- 
roy from hence, and to deftroy and put to 
death not only all the big-endian exiles^ but 

lik^wife 
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likewife all the people of that empire^ who 
would not immediately forfake the big-endian 
herefy : he the faid Flejlrin^ like a falfe traitor 
againft his moft aufpicious, ferene^ imperial 
majefty, did petition to be excufed from the 
faid fervice, upon pretence of unwillingnefs to 
force the confciences, or deftroy the liberties 
and lives of an innocent people '. 

ARTICLE III. 

That^ whereas certain ambafladors arrived 
from the court of Blefufcu to fue for peace in 
his majefty 's court: he the faid F/^r/« did, like 
a falfe traitor^ aid, abet, comfort, and divert 
the faid ambaiTadors, although he knew them 
to be fervants to a prince, who was lately 
an open enemy to his imperial majefty, and in 
open war againft his faid majefty. 

ARTICLE IV. 

That the faid ^inbus Flejirin, contrary to 
the duty of a faithful fubjedt, is now preparing 
to make a voyage to the court and empire of 
Blefufcuy for which he hath received only ver- 
bal licence from his imperial majefty; and un- 
der colour of the faid licence doth falily and 
traiteroufly intend to take the faid voyage, and 
thereby to aid, comfort, and abet the emperor 

* A lawyer thinks himfclf ho- country ; but the dean here in- 

ned if he does the befl he can culcates an higher notion of 

for his client, and a ftatefinan if right and >\Tong, and obliga- 

he promotes the intereit of his tions to a larger coQimunity. 
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^ Biefufcu^ fo late an enemy and lA open ifftt 
with his imperial majcfty aforcfaid* 

There are fome other articles, but thcfe are 
the mod important^ of which I hav6 r^ad yoii 
an abftrad. 

In the feveral debates upon this iriipttich- 
ment it mufl be confeiTed that his majetly gave 
many marks of his great lenity, often urging 
the ferviccs you had done him, and endeavour- 
ing to extenuate your crimes. The treafurer 
and admiral infilled that you fhould be put to 
the moft painful and ignominious death by fct- 
ting fire on your houfe at liight, and the ge- 
neral was to attend with twenty thoufand men 
armed with poifoned arrows to (hoot you on 
the. face and hands. Some of your fervanfs 
were to have private orders to ftrew a poifbn- 
ous juice on your fliirts and fheets, which 
would foon make you tear your own flefh/ 
and die in the utmdft torture. The general 
came into the fame opinion ; fothat for a long 
time there was a majority againft you : but his 
majefty refolving, if poffible, to fpare your life, 
at laft brought off the chamberlain. 

Upon this incident ReUrefal principal fccre-- 
tary for private affairs, who always approved 
himfelf your true friend, was commanded by 
the emperor to deliver his opinion, which he 
accordingly did : and therein juflified the good 
thoughts you have of him. He allowed your 
crimes to be great, but that flill there was 
room for mercy, the moft commendable virtue 

in 
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iQ 1 prince^ and for which his majefty was fb 
juftly celebrated. He faid, the friendfhip be- 
tween you and him was fo well known to the 
world, that perhaps the moft honourable board 
might think hioi' partial: however, in obe- 
dience to the command he had received, he 
would freely offer his fentiments. That if his 
majefty, in confideration of your fervices, and 
purfuant to his own merciful difpofition, would 
pleafe to fpare your life, ,and only give order to 
put out both your eyes, he humbly conceived, 
that by this expedient juftice might in fome 
meafure be fatisned, and all the world would 
applaud the lenity of the emperor, as well as 
tne fair and generous proceedings of thofe who' 
have the honour to be his counfellors. That the 
lofs of your eyes would be no impediment to your 
bodily ftrength, by which you might ftill be ufe- 
ful to his majefty : that blindnefs is an addi-^ 
tion to courage, by conceding dangers from us ;. 
that the fear you had for your eyes, was the 
greateft difficulty in bringing over the enemies 
fleet ; and it would be fufficient for you to fee. 
by the eyes of the minifters, fince the greateft> 
princes do no more. 

This propofal was received with the utmoft 
difapprobation by the whole board. Bolgolam 
the admiral could not preferve his temper ; but 
rifing up in fury faid> he wondered how the 
fccretary durft prcfume to give his opinion for 
preferving the life of a traitor: that the. fer- 
vices you had performed were, by all true rea- 
fons of. ftate, the great aggravation of your 
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crimed ; that you, who Was able to extinguim 
the fire by difcharge of urine in her majefty*s 
apartment (which he mentioned with horror) 
might at another time raife an inundation by 
the fame means to drown the whole palace ; 
and the fame ftrenglh, which enabled you to 
bring over the enemies fleet, might ferve upoil 
the firft difcontent to carry it back : that he had 
good reafons to think you were a big-endian id 
your heart ; and as treafon begins iii the hearty 
before it appears in overt^adts, fo he acciifed 
you as a traitor on that account, and therefore 
infifted you fhould be put to death. 

The treafurer was of the fame opinion : he 
Ihewed to what ftreights his majefty's revenue 
was reduced by the charge of maintaining you, 
which would foon grow infupportable : that 
the fecretary's expedient df putting oUt youf 
eyes was fo far from being a remedy againft 
tliis evil, that it would probably encreafe it,- 
as is manifefl: from the common pradlite of 
blinding fome kind of fowl, after which they 
fed the fafter, and grew fooner fat : that his 
facred majefty and the council, who are youf 
judges, were in their own confciences fully 
convinced of your guilt, which was a fuffici- 
cnt argument to condemin you to death with- 
out the formal proofs required by the ftridl let- 
ter of the law *• 

fiut 

* There is fomething fo odi- vour to colour it witk an appear* 
cms in whatever is wrong, that ancc of right ; but the attempt 
even thofe whom it does not is always onfuccersfiiU ^^ onty 
fubje€t to punifhment) eridea- betrays a confcioufheis of defbr- 
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But his imperia} tnajefty; fully determined 
againft capital punlfhrnent, was gracioufly 
pleafed to fay, that fince the council thought 
the lofs of your eyes too eafy a ccnfure, fome 
other may be inflidted hereafter; And your 
friend the fccretary, humbly defiring to bfc 
heard again, in anfwer to what the treafuref 
had objected concerning the great charge hi^ 
majefty was at in maintaining you, faid, that 
his excellency^ who had the fole difpofal of 
the emperor's revenue, might eafily provid* 
againft that evil by gradudly lefTcning your 
eftablifhment; by which, for want of fuffi*- 
cient food, you will grow weak and faint, andl 
lofe your appetite, and confume in a few 
months ; neither would the ftench of your 
carcafe be then fo dangerous, when it (hould 
become more than half dimini(hed ; and ^ ins- 
mediately upon your deaths five or fix thou- 
iand of his majefty's fubje£ts might in two or 
three days cut your flefh from your boncs; 
take it away by cart-loads^ and bury it iii 
diftant pirts to prevent infedion, leaving th« 
fkeleton as a monument of admiration to po- 
fterity. 

Thus by the ^reat friehdfliip 6f the fecfetary 
the whole affair was compromifedi It was 
ftri£tly enjoined, that the proje^ of ftar^in^ 

mity by flicwing a dcfUri id hide only tc could he conVifled of a 

It. Tiiui ihe LiUiputian conrt crime ; the intention of the ft^- 

pretended a, right to difpenfe ,tute not being to fufFer the pa- 

widi die fbift letter of the law lace rather t6 b6'btfrnt than pif- 

to pat GJU'Oir to death, thodgh ied upon. 
hf the MSt letter of the laW 
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you by degrees fhould be kept a fccrct, but 
the fentcnce of putting out your eyes was en- 
tered on the books; none diflenting except 
Bolgolam the admiral, who, being a creature 
of the erifiprefs, was perpetually inftigated by 
her majefty to infift upon your death, fh* hav- 
ing borne perpetual malice againft you an ac- 
count of that infamous and illegal method yoH 
took too extinguifti the fire in her apartment 

In three days, your friend the fecretary will 
be directed to come to your houfe, and read 
before you the articles of impeachment ; and 
then to fignify the great lenity and favodr of 
his majefty and council, whereby you are only 
condemned to the lofs of your eyes, which his 
majefty doth not queftion you will gratefbUy 
and humbly fubmit to ; and twenty of his ma* 
jefty's furgeons will attend in order to fee the 
•operation well performed by dilcharging very 
fharp-pointed arrows into the balls of yoiir 
eyes, as you lie on the ground, 

I leave to your prudence what meafures jrou 
will take j and, to avoid fufpicion, I muft im- 
mediately return in as private a manner as I 
came. 

His lordftiip did fo, and I remained alone 
under many doubts and perplexities of mind. 

It was a cuftom introduced by this jkrince 
and his miniftry (very different, as I have been 
aflured, from the praftices of former times) 
that after the court had decreed any cruel exe- 
cution either to gratify the monarch's referit- 
ment, or the malice of a favourite, the empe- 
ror 
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i'or always made a fpeech to his \(^hole council, 
cxpreffi ng his great lenity and tendernefs, as 
qualities known and confeiTed by all the world. 
This fpeech was imn>ediatelypubli(hed through 
the kingdom J nor did any thing terrify the 
people fo much as thofe encomiums on his ma- 
jefty'a mercy ; becaufe it was obfervcd, that,- 
the QiQre thefe praifes were enlarged and in- 
lifted on, the more inhuman was the punifh- 
ment, and the fufFerer more innocent. Yet, a$i 
to myfclf, I muft confefs, having never been de- 
iigried for a courtier either by my birth or edu- 
cation, I was fo ill a Judge of things, that I 
could not difcover the lenity and favour pf thi? 
fentence, but conceived it (perhaps erroneoufly) 
rather to be rigorous than gentle. I fome- 
times thought of {landing my trial -, for, al- 
though I could not deny the fads alledged iri 
the fevcral articles, yet I hoped they would 
admit of fome extenjuatioli. But haying in my 
lifeperufed many ftate- trials, which I ever ob- 
ferved to terminate as the judges thought fit 
to dire(£t, I durft. not rely on fo dangerous a 
decifion, in fo critical a junftdre, and againfl 
fuch powerful enemies. Once I Was ftrongly 
bent upon refiflance> for, while I had liberty/ 
the wndle ftrength of that empire could hard- 
ly fubdue me, and I might eafily with Aonti 
pelt the metropolis to pieces; but I foon re- 
je^ied that projeft with horror by remember- 
ing the oath I had made to the emperor, the 
favours I received from him, and the high ti- 
tle of nardae he conferred upon me. Neither 
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had I (o foon learned the gratitude of courtiers, 
to perfuade myfelf, that his majefty's prcfcnt 
fc verities acquitted me of all part obligations. 

At laft I fixed upon a refolution, for which 
it is probable I may incur fome cenfurc, and 
not unjuftly; for I confefs I owe the preftrv- 
ing mine eyes, and confequcntly my liberty^ 
to my own great rafhnefs, and want of expe- 
rience ; becaufe, if I had then known the na- 
ture of princes and minifters, which I have 
fince obferved in many other courts, and thdir 
methods of treating criminals lefs obnoxious 
than myfelf, I fhould with great alacrity and 
readinefs have fubmitted to fo ealy a purtifh- 
ment. But hurried on by the precipitancy of 
youth, and having his imperial majefty's li- 
cence to pay my attendance upon the emperor 
of B/efuJcu, I took this opportunity, before 
the three days were elapfed, to fend abetter to 
my friend the fecretary, fignifying my refo- 
lution of fetting out that morning for Blefufcu^ 
purfuant to the leave I had got ; and, without 
waiting for an anfwer, I went to that fide of the 
ifland where our fleet lay. I feized a large man of 
war, tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up. 
•the anchors, I ftript myfelf, put my cloaths 
(together with my coverlet, which I carried 
under my arm) into the veflfel, and drawing 
It after me, between wading and fwimmiiig 
arrived at the royal port of Blefufcu^ where 
the people had long expedled me i they knt 
me two guides to diredl me to the capital city, 
which is of the fame name. I held them in 

my 
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my hands, till I came within two hundred 
yards of the gate, ancj defined them to fignify 
my arrival to one of the fecretaries, and let 
him know, I there waited lys majefty's com- 
mand. I had an anfwer in about an hour, that 
his majefty attended by the royal family and 
great officers of the court was coming out to 
receive me. I advanced a hundred yards. The 
emperor and his train alighted from their 
horfes, the emprefs and ladies from their 
coaches, and I did not perceive they were in 
any fright or concern. I lay on the ground 
to kifs his majedy's and the emprefs's h^nd. 
I told his majefty that I was come according 
to my promife, and with the licence of the 
emperor my mafter, to have the honour of fee-^- 
ing {o mighty a monarch, and to offer him 
any fcrvice in my power confiftent with my 
duty to my own prince ; not mentioning a 
word of my diigrace, becaufe I had hitherto 
no regular information of it, and, might fup- 
pofc myfelf wholly ignorant of any fuch de- 
fign; neither could I reafonably conceive that 
the emperor would difcover the fecret, while I 
was out of his power ; wherein however it 
foon appeared I was deceived. 

I ihall not trouble the reader with the par^ 
ticular account of my reception at this court, 
which was fuitable to the generofity of fo great 
a prince ; nor of the difficulties* I was in for 
want of a houfe and bed, being forced to lie 
00 the ground, wrapt up in my coverlet, 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The author y by a lucky accident^ Jinds means to 
leave Blcfufcu ; andt after fome difficulties, re^ 
turns fafe to bis native country. 

THREE days after my arrival, walking 
out of curiofity to the north-eaft coaft of 
the ifland, I obferved about half a league off, 
in the fea, fomewhat that looked like a boat 
jbvcrturned. I pulled off my flioes and flock- 
ihgs, and, wading two or three hundred yards^ 
} found the objefl: to approach nearer by force 
of the tide ; and then plainly faw it to be a 
real boat, which I fuppofed might by fome 
temped have been driven from a ihip : where* 
upon I returned immediately towards the city^ 
tind defired his imperial majefty to lend pit 
twenty of the talleft veffels he had left after 
the lofs of his fleet, and three thbufand fea* 
ftien, under the command of his vice-admiral. 
This fleet failed round, while I went back the 
fhortefl way to the coaft, where I firfl difco** 
Vered the boat ; I found the tide had driven it 
ilill nearer. The feamen were all provided 
*vith cordage, which I had beforehand (wifted 
to a fufficient ftrength. When the fhips can* 
tjp, I flript myfelf, and waded till I came within 
an hundred yards of the boat, after which I 
was forced to fwim till I got up to it. The 
feamen threw me the end of the cord^ which 

I faflened 



TO LILLIPUT. 87 

I faftcncd to a hole in the fore-part of the 
bo^tt and the other end to a man of war : but 
I found all my labour to little purpofe ; for, 
being put of my depth, I was not able to 
wprjc, In this neceifity, I was forced to fwim 
behind, and pu(h the boat forwards as often as 
I could, with one of my hands ; and the tide 
favouring me I advanced fo far, that I could 
juft hold up my chin and feel the grqund, I 
rejfted two or three minutes, and then gave the 
boat another fhove, and fo on till the fea was 
no higher than my arm-pits ; and now, the 
mpA laborious part being over, I took out my 
c^her cables, which were flowed in one of 
thp ^^jps, and faftened them firft' to the boat, 
apd the/i to nine of the veflels which attended 
mci the wind being favourable, the feamen 
towed, aad I fhoved till we arrived within 
forty yards of the fhore, and, waiting till the 
tide was out, I got dry to the boat, and by 
the affiilance of two thoufand men, with 
ropes and engines, I made a fliift to turn it 
on its bottom, and found it was but little da- 
maged. 

I (hall not trouble the reader with the dif- 
jGicuUii^s I was under by the help of certain 
p9i4dle(, which cod me ten days making, to 
get my boat to the royal port of Blefufcu, 
wiiere a mighty concourie of people appeared 
Vppn my arrival, full of wonder at the fight 
of fo prodigious a veflcl. I told the emperor, 
ti^at my gopd fortune had thrown this boat ip 

G 4 my 



\ 



j83 A VOYAGE 

my W2iy to carry me to fomc place, froni 
whence I might return into my native coun- 
try, and begged his miajcfty's orders for getting 
materials to fit it up, together with his licence 
to depart, which, after fortie kind expoftukr 
Jions, he was pleafed to grant, 

I did very much wonder, in all this time, 
rliot to have heard of any exprefs relating to 
me from our emperor to the court of Blefujcu. 
feut I was afterwards given privately to underr 
iland, that his imperial majefty, never imagir 
ning I had the leaft notice of his defigns, ber 
lieved I was only gone to Blefujcu in perform- 
ance of my promife, according to the licence 
he had given me, which v^as well known at 
pur court, and would return in a few days 
when the ceremony was ended. But he was 
at laft in pain at my long abfence ; and, after 
confulting with the trcafurer and the reft of 
that cabal, a pcrfon of quality was difpatched 
with the copy of the articles againft me. This 
envoy had inftrudions to repreTent to the mo- 
narch of Blefujcu the great lenity of his ma- 
fter, who yvas content to punifli me no farther 
than with the lofs of mine eyes ; that I had 
fled from juftice, and, if I did not return in 
two hours, 1 ihould be deprived of my title of 
nardaCy and declared a traitor. The envoy fixTf 
ther added, that, in order to maintain the 
peace and aniity between both empires, his 
toiafter expedcd; that his brother of BUJufcu 
i|irould give orders to have mefent back to hU^ 

l^ut^ 



TO LILLIPUT. 9^ 

Bputy bound hand and foot> to be puniHied as a 
traitor. 

The emperor of Blefufcu^ having taken three 
days to confult, returned an anfwer confiding 
of many civilities and excufcs. He faid, that» 
as for fending me bound, his brother knev^ it 
was impoflible ; that although I had deprived 
him of his fleet, yet he owed great obligations 
to me for many good oflices I had done him 
in making the peace. That however both 
their majefties would fcon be made eafy ; for 
I had found a prodigious veflel on the (hore» 
able to carry me on the fea, which he had 
given order to fit up with my own affiftancc 
and diredtion ; and he hoped in a few weeks 
both empires would be freed from fa infup- 
portable an incumbrance. 

With this anfwer the envoy returned to Lil^ 
Uputj and the monarch of Blefufcu related to 
me all that had paft ; oflfering me at the fame 
tinae (but under the ftrideft confidence) his 
gracious protection, if I would continue in his 
(crvice ; wherein although I believed him fia- 
cere> yet I refolved never more to put any con- 
fidence in princes or minifters, where I could 
poffibly avoid it ; and therefore, with all due 
acknowledgments for his favourable intentions^ 
I humbly begged to be excufed. I told him, 
that iince fortune, whether good or evil, had 
thrown a veflcl in my way, I was refolved to 
venture myfelf in the ocean, rather than be an 
occafion of difference between two fuch migh- 
ty monarchs. Neither did I find the emperor 

at 
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at all difpleafed ; and I difcovcred by a ctrtoia 
accident, that he was very glad of my reibla- 
tion, and (o were mod of his miniflers. 

Thefe confiderations moved me to haflen my 
departure fomewhat iboner than I intended; 
to which the court, impatient to have me 
j^ne, very readily contributed. Five hundred 
workmen were imployed to make two fails to 
my boat, according to my directions, by quilt- 
ing thirteen fold of their flrongeft linnen to- 
gether. I was at the pains of making ropes 
and cables by twilling ten, twenty, or thirty 
of the thickefl and flrongeft of theirs. A 
great ftone that I happened to find> after a 
long fearch by the fea-fliore, ferved me for an 
anchor. I had the tallow of three hundred 
cows for greafing my boat, and other ufes. I 
^was at incredible pains in cutting down fome 
of the largcft timber-trees for oars and mails, 
wherein I was however much aflifted by his 
majcfty's fliip-carpenters, who helped me in 
fmoothing thpm after I had done the rodgh 
work. 

in about a month, when all was prepared, 
I fent to receive his majefly's commands, and 
to take my leave. The emperor and royal fa- 
onily came out of the palace ; I lay down on 
my face to kifs his hand, which he very gra- 
^ciouily gave me ; fo did ,the empreis, and 
*young princes of the blood. Mis majeily pre- 
sented nie with fifty purfes of two hundred 
JPr^s a piece, together with his pi<5hire at full 
Jengch^ which I put inunediately into one of 
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tny gloves to keep it from being hurt. The 
peremonicB at my departure were too many to 
trouble the reader with at this time. 

I ftored the boat with the carcafes of an hun« 
dred oxen^ and three hundred fheep, with 
bread and drink proportionable, and as much 
meat ready drefied as four hundred cooks 
could provide, I took with me fix cows and 
two bulls alive, with as many ewes and rams» 
intending to carry them into my own coun* 
try, and prc^agate the breed. And to feed 
them on board I had a good bundle of hay, 
and a bag of corn. I would gladly have taken 
a dozen of the natives, but this was a thing 
the emperor would by no means permit ; and, 
befides a diligent fearch into my pockets, his 
majefty engaged my honour not to carry a- 
way any of his fubjedts, although with their 
own confent and defire. 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I 
was able, I fet fail on the twenty-fourth day 
of September 1701, at fix in the naming; 
and when I had gone about four leagues to 
the northward, the wind being at fouth-<aft, 
at fix in the evening I defcried a fmall ifland 
about half a league to the north-weft. I ad- 
vanced forward, and caft anchor on the lee- 
fide of the ifland, which feemed to he unin- 
habited. I then took fome refrefiiment, and 
went to my refi:. I flept well, and as I con- 
ie<9iire at leaft fix hours, for I found the day 
4>roke in two hours 2(fter I awaked, it was 
^<flearnight. I eat my breakfaft ^befcNPe the 
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fnn was up ; and heaving anchor, the wind 
being favourable, I fteered the fame courfc, 
that I had done the day before, wherein I waj 
direfted by my pocket-compafs. My inten- 
tion was to reach, if poffible, one of thoft 
iflands which I had reafon to believe lay to 
the north-eaft of ?^an Diemen\ land. I dif- 
covered nothing all that day ; but upon the 
next, about three in the afternoon, when I 
had by my computation made twenty-four 
leagues from Blefufcu^ I defcried a fail fleer- 
ing to the fouth-eaft; my courfe was due 
eaft. I hailed her, but could get no anfwer ; 
yet I found I gained upon her, for the wind 
ilackened. I made all the fail I could, and 
in half an hour (he fpied me, then hung out 
her antient, and difcharged a gun. It is not 
caiy to cxprefs the joy 1 was in upon the un- 
cxpefted hope of once more feeing my be^ 
loved country, and the dear pledges I left in 
it. The (hip flackened her lails, and I came 
up with her between five and fix in the cven-r 
ing, September 26 ; but my heart leapt within 
me to fee her Engii/h colours. I put my cows and 
fhcep into my coat- pockets, and got on board 
with all my little cargo of provifions. The 
veffel was an Englijh merchant-man returning 
from y apart by the north and fouth-feas ; the 
captain Mr. yohn Biddel of Deptfordy a very 
civil man, and an excellent failor. We wer« 
now in the latitude of -^o degrees fouth, there 
wexe about fifty men in the fhip \ and here I 
net an old comrade of mine, one l^eter WU^ 
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iiamSi who gave mc a good charadet to th« 
captain. This gentleman treated mc with 
kindnefs, and defired I would let him know 
what place I came from laft and whither I was 
bound ; which I did in few words, but he 
thought I was raving, and that the dangers I 
had underwent had difturbed my head ; where- 
upon I took my black cattle and flieep out of 
my pocket, which, after great aftonifliment, 
clearly convinced him of my veracity. I thea 
fhewed him the gold given me by the empe*' 
ror of BeftifcUy together with his majefty's pic- 
ture at full length, and fome other rarities of 
that country. I gave him two purfcs of two 
hundred j^r^^j each, and promifed, when we 
arrived in England, to make him a prcfent of 
a cow and a fheep big with young. 

• I (hall not trouble the reader with a particular 
account of this voyage, which was very prof- 
perous for the moft part. We arrived in the 
Downs on the 13th of April 1702. I had only 
one misfortune, that the rats on board carried 
away one of my (heep ; I found her bones in 
a hole, picked clean from the flefh. The reft 
of my cattle I got fafe a- {bore, and fet them 
a grazing in a bowling-green at Greenwich, 
where the finenefs of the grafs made them feed 
very heartily, though I had always feared th? 
contrary: neither could I poflibly have pre- 
ftfrved them in fo long a voyage, if the cap- 
tain had not allowed me fome of h!s beft bif^ 
ket, which rubbed to powder, and mingled 
with water, was their conftant food. The 
^ fhort 
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fhort time I continued in England, I made i 
confidcrabic profit by ifhewing my cattle to 
many perfons of quality, and others : and be- 
fore I began my fecond . voyage^ 1 fold them 
for fix hundred pounds. Since itiy laft return 
t find the breed is confiderably increafed, efpe- 
cially the flieep, which I hope will prove much 
to the advantage of the woollen manufa<3:ure 
by the finenefs of the fleeces^ 

I flayed but two months with my wife and 
'family ; for my infatiable defire of feeing fcK 
xeign countries would fuflfer me to continue no 
longer. I left fifteen hundred pounds with my 
wife, and fixed her in a good houfe at Redriff. 
My remaining flock I carried with me, part in 
money and part in goods, in hopes to improve 
my fortunes. My eldefl uncle John had left 
me an eflate in land, near Epping, of about 
thirty pounds a year ; and I had a long leafe of 
the B/aci Bull in Fetter^Lane^ which yielded 
me as much more : fo that I was not in any 
danger of leaving my family upon the parifh. 
My fon Johnny f named fo after his uncle^ was 
at the grammar fchool, and a towardly child* 
My daughter Betty (who is now well married, 
and has children) was then at her needle-work. 
t took leave of my wife, and boy and girU 
with tears on both fides, and went on board 
the Adventure, a mcrchant-fhip of three hun- 
dred tons bound for Surat, captain John M- 
clfolas of Leverpool commander. But my ac- 
count of this voyage mufl be referred to the 
fecond part of my travels. 
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jt great fiorm defcribed^ the long-boat fent t$ . 
fetch neater y the author goes with it to dijio^ 
ver the country. He is left on Jhore^ isfeized 
bf one of the natives^ and carried to a farmer^ s 
boufe. His reception^ with feveral accidents 
that happened there. A defcription of the in-^ 
habitants. 

HAVING been condemned by nature and 
fortune to an adivc and reftlefs life, in 
two months after my return I again left my 
native country, and took fhipping in the 
Dawns on the 20th day of June 1702, in the 
Adventure^ captain John Nicholas a Gornijh man 
commander, bound for Surat. We had a very 
profpcrous gale till we arrived at the Cape of 
Good Hope^ vrhere we landed for frefli water, 
but diicovering a leak, ve unfhipped our goods, 
and wintered there; for, the captain falling 
fick of an ague, we could not leave the Cape 
till the end of March. We then fct fail, and 
had a good voyage till we paffed the Streights 
of Madagafcar% but having got northward of 
that iiland, and to about five degrees fouth la- 
titude. 
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titirde» the winds, which ift thofe fcas afc ob-» 
ferved to blow a conftant equal gale between 
the north and weft, from the beginning of 
December to the beginning of May^ on the 1 9th 
oi April began to blow with much greater vio- 
lence, and more wefterly than ufud, continu- 
ing fq for twenty days together, during which 
time, we were driven a little to the eaft of 
the Molucca iflands, and about three degrees 
tiorthward of the line, as our captain found by 
an obfervation he took the 2d of May^ at 
which time the wind ceafed, and it was a per- 
fect calm, whereat I was not a little rejoiced^ 
But he, being a man well experienced in the 
navigation of thofe feas, bid us all prepare a- 
gainft a ftorm, which accordingly happened the 
day following: for the fouthern wind, called 
the fouthern monfoon, began to fct in. 

Finding it was like to overblow, we took in 
our fprit-fail, and ftood by to hand the fore*- 
fail ; but, making foul weather, we looked the 
guns were all faft, atid handed the mifTen. 
The fhip lay very broad off, fo we thought it 
better fpooning before the fea, than trying ot 
hulling. We rceft the fore-fail add fet him^ 
and bawled aft the fore-fhcet ; the helm was 
hard a weather. The (hip wore bravely. We 
belayed the fore-down-hall ; but the fail was 
fplit, and we bawled down the yard, and got 
the fail into the (hip, and unbound all the 
things clear of it. It was a very fierce ftorm j 
the. fea broke ftrange and dangerous. We 
hawled off upon the lanniard of the whip-^ 
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ftafF, and helped the man at the helm. We 
would not get dowft our top-maft, but 
kt all (land, becaufe (he fcuddcd before the 
fea very well, and we knew that, the top- 
maft being aloft, the (hip vvas the wholfomer; 
and made better way through the fea, feeing 
we had fea- room. When the ftorm was ov^r^ 
we fet fore-fail and main-fail, and brought the 
(hip to. Then we fet the mi/Ten,, main-top- 
fail, and the fore- top -f^iL Our coiirfe was 
^ajl-nortb-eaji^ the wind was at foutb-weji. 
We got the ftar-board tacks a-board, we caft 
off bur weather braces and lifts i we fet in the 
lee-braces, and bawled forward by the weather- 
bowlings^ and bawled them tight^ and belayed 
them» and bawled over the miffen-tack to wind** 
ward, and kept her full and by as near as (lie 
would lie. 

During this ftorm, which waS followed by 
a ftrong wind weft^fouth-wejlf we were carried 
by my computation about five hundred leagues 
to the eafty fo that the oldeft failor on board 
could not tell in what part of the world we 
wcrei Our provi(ions held out well, our ftiip 
T^as ftaunchj and our crew all in good health ; 
but we lay in the utmoft diftrefs for water. 
We thought it beft to hold on the fame courfe, 
rather than turn more northerly, which might 
havfe brought us to the nortb-weji parts of great 
. ^attary^ and into the froy'.en fea. 

On the 16th day of June, 17031 a boy on 
the top-maft difcovered land. On the 17th, 
wc came in full view of a great iflahd or con- 
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tinent (for we knew not whether) on the 
fouth- fide whereof was a fraall neck of land 
jutting out into the fe^, and a creek too (hal- 
low to hold a fliip of above one hundred tons. 
We caft anchor within a league of this creek, 
and our captain fent a dozen of his men well 
armed in the long-boat, with veflels for water» 
if any could be found. I defired his leave to 
go with them, that I might fee the coun- 
try, and make what difcoverics I could. 
When 'we came to land, we faw no river or 
fpring, nor any fign of inhabitants. Our men 
therefore wandered on the ftiore to find out 
fome frefli water near the fea, and I walked 
alone abeut a mile on the other fide, where 
I obferved the country all barren and rocky. 
I now began to be weary, and feeing nothing 
to entertain my curiofity, I returned gently 
down towards the creek; and the fea being 
full in my view^ I faw our men already got 
into the boat, and rowing for life to the fliip. 
I was going to hollow after them, although it 
had been to little purpofe, when I obferved a 
huge creature walking after them in the fea, 
as faft as he could : he waded not much deep- 
er than his knees, and took prodigious ftrides: 
but our men had the ftart of him half a league, 
and, the fea thereabouts being full of iharp- 
pointed rocks, the monfter was not able to 
overtake the boat. This I was afterwards told, 
for I durft not ftay to fee the iflue of the ad- 
venturfe ; but ran as faft I could the way I.firft 
went, and then climbed up a fleep hill, which 

gave 
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gave mc fomc profpe6t of the country. I 
found it fully cultivated 5 but that which firft 
furprifed me was the length of the grafs, which,' 
in thofc grotinds that fecmed to be kept for hay,' 
Was about twenty feet high. 

J fell' into a high road,^ for fo I tooK it to 
be, though it ferved to the inhabitants only 
as a foot-path through a field of barley. 
Here I walked on for fome time, but could fee 
little on either fide, it being now near harveftjl 
and the corn rifing at leaft forty feet. I was 
an hoUr walking to the end of this field, which 
Was fenced in with a hedge of at lead one 
hundred and twenty feet high; and the trees fp 
:lbfty that I could make no computation of 
Hicir altitude. There was a ftilc to pais froni 
.this field into the next. It had foiir fteps, ana 
a iione to crofs over when you came to the up- 
permoft. It was impoflible for me to climb 
this ftilei becaufe every ftep was fix feet high,' 
and the lipper ftoiie above twenty. I was en- 
deavouritig to find fome gap in the hedge,* 
when I difcovered one of the irihabitaints in- 
the next fitld advancing tov^rards the ftile, of 
the fame fize with him whom I faw in the fea 
purfiiing pur boat. He appeared as tall as an 
^dinary fpire-rteeple, and took about ten yards 
at every ftride, as near I could guefs. I was 
firuck with the iitmoft fear and aftonifliment,' 
9nd ran to hide myfelf in the corn, from 
whence I faw him at the top of the ftile look- 
ing back into the next field on the ri^ht hand, 
and heard him ball in a voice many degrees 
lotldci- thati a fpeaking- trumpet ; but the noife 

H 2 waj 
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was fo high in the air, that at firfl I certainly 
thought it was thunder. Whereupon fcven 
monfters, like himfelf, came towards him 
with reaping-hooks in their hands, each hook 
about the largenefs of fix fcythes. Thefe peo- 
pie were not fo well clad as the firft, wnofe 
fervants or labourers they feemed to be : for, 
upon fome words he fpoke, they went to reap 
the corn in the field where I lay. I kept from 
them at as great a diftance as I could, but was 
forced to move with extreme difficulty, for the 
ftalks of the corn were fometimes not above a 
foot diftant, fo that I could hardly fqueefc 
my body betwixt them. However I made a 
ftiift to go forward, till I came to a part of the 
field where the corn had been laid by the rain 
and wind. Here it was impoflible for me to 
advance a ftep ; for the ftalks were fo inter- 
woven that I could not creep thorough, and 
the beards of the fallen ears fo ftrong and 
•pointed, that they pierced through my cloaths 
into my fle(h. At the fame time I heard the 
reapers not above an hundred yards behind 
me. Being quite difpiritcd with toil, and 
wholly overcome by grief and defpair, I lay 
down between two ridges, and heartily wiflied 
I might there end my days. I bemoaned my 
defolate widow, and fatherlefs children. I la- 
mented my own folly and wilfulnefs in at- 
tempting a fecond voyage againft the advice 

• of all my friends and relations, In this tcrri- 

• ble agitation of mind I could not forbear 
thinking of Lilliput^ whofe inhabitants looked 
upon me as the greateft prodigy that ever ap- 
peared 
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peared in the world : where I was able to 
draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and per- 
form thofe other adtions which will be record- 
ed for ever in the chronicles of that empire, 
while poflerity (hall hardly believe them, al- 
though attefttd by millions. I reflcdled what 
a mortification it muft prove to me to appear 
as inconfiderable in this nation, as one (ingle 
Lilliputian would be among us. But this I 
conceived was to be the leaft of my misfor- 
tunes ; for, as human creatures are obferved 
to be more favftgc and cruel in proportion to 
their bulk, what could I expp£t but to be a 
morfel in the mouth of the firft among thefe. 
enormous barbarians, that (hould happen to 
fijize me ? Undoubtedly philofophers are in 
the right when they tell ps, that nothing is 
great or little otherwife than by comparifon. 
It might have pleafed fortune to have let the 
J^illifutians find forne nation, where the people 
were as diminutive with re(pe6l to them, as 
they wjere to me. And who knows but that 
even this prodigious race of. mortals might be 
equally overmatched in fome diftant part of 
the world, whereof we have yet no difcovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not 
forbear going on with thefe refledlions^ when 
one of the reapers, approaching within tep 
yards of the ridge where I lay, made me ap- 
prehend that with the next ftep I (houldbe 
iquafhed to death under his foot, or cut in two 
with his reaping-hook. And therefore, when 
he was ajgain about to move, I fcreamed as 
' H 3 loud 
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r. : 

loud as fear could make me. Whereupon tht 
huge creature trod fhort, arnd, looking round 
iabout under him for fome time, at laft eipied 
me as I lay on the ground. He confidered a 
While with the caution of one who endeavours 
Jo lay hold on a fmall dangerous animal, in 
fuch a manner that it fhall not be able either 
to fcratch or to bite him, as I myfelf have 
fometimes done with a weafel in England. At 
Jength he ventured to take me up behind by 
the middle between his fore-finger and thumb, 
and brought me within three yards of his 
<iyes, that he might behold my (hape more 
perfcdly. I guefled his meaning, and my 
good fortune gave me fo much prcfence rf 
miiid, that I refolved not to ftruggle in the 
leaft as he held me in the air above fixty feet 
from the ground, although he grievoufly pinch- 
ed my fides, for fear I ihould flip through his 
fingers. All I ventured was to raife mine 
eyes towards the fun, and place my hands to- 
gether in a fupplicating pofture, and to fpeak 
fome words in an humble melancholy tone, 
fuitablo to the condition I then was in. For I 
apprehended every moment that he would daft 
m6 againft the ground, as we ufually do any 
little hateful animal, which we have a mind 
to dcftroy *. But my good ftar would have it, 

* Our inattention to the feli- throat of a dog ; hut h QioM 

city of fenfitive bexn];|;s merely always be remembeied> that the 

becaofe they are fmall is here leaft of theie 

forcibly reproved : many have ** In mortal fafoance ftds a 
wantonly cmihed an infe6t» who pang as great 

would inndder at cutting the 'VAs w&n agiaat dies.*^ 

that 
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that he appeared picafed with my voice and 
gefturesj and began to look upon me as a cu* 
riofityp much wondering to hear me pronounce 
articulate words, although ne could not under- 
ftand them. In the mean fime I was not able to 
forbear groaning and fhedding tears, and turn- 
ing my head towards my fides ; letting him 
know^ as well . as I could, how cruelly I was 
hurt by the preflure of his thumb and finger. 
He icemcd to apprehend my meaning; fo(", 
lifting up the lappet of his coat, he put me 
gently into it, and immediately ran along with 
. mc to his mailer, who w&is a fubftantial far- 
mer, and the fame perfon I had firft feen in the 
field. 

The farmer having (as I fuppofe by their 

^alk) received fuch an account of me as his fcr- 

yant could give him, took a piece of a fmall 

: fir4Wf about the fize of a walking- ftafF, and 

therewith lifted up the lappets of my coat ; 

which it feems he thought to be feme kind of 

covering that nature had given me. He blew 

. iny hairs afide to take a better view of my face. 

V He called his hinds about him, and aiked them 

*^, (as I afterwards learned) whether they had 

': iwrcr feen in the fields any little creature that 

^ . fttiembled me : he then placed me foftly on 

% tbp ground upon all four, but I got immedi- 

'if> fitdy up, and walked flowly backwards and 

.-. Ibrwards to let thofe people fee I had no intent 

^ to run away. They all fat down in a circle a- 

bout me the better to obferve my motions. I 

pulled off my hat, and made a low bow to- 

H 4 wards 
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yrdxds the farmer. I fell on my knees, and 
lifted up my hands and eyes, and fpoke fevcr 
ral words as loud as I could : I took a purfe of 
gold out of my pocket, and humbly prefentcd 
it to him. He received it on the palm of 
his hand, then applied it clofe to his eye to 
fee what it was, and afterwards turned it feve- 
ral times with the point of a pin (which he 
took out of his fleeve) but could make nothing 
of it. Whereupon I made a fign that he 
Ihould place his hand on the ground. I then 
took the purfe, and opening it, poured all the 
gold into his palm. There were fix Jpani/b 
pieces of four piftoles each, befides twenty or 
thirty fmaller coins. I faw him wet the tip 
of his little finger upon his tongue, and take 
up one of my largeft pieces, and then another, 
tut he feemed to be wholly ignorant what 
they were. He made me a fign to put them a- 
gain into my purfe, and the purfe again into 
my pocket, which, after offering it to him fe- 
yeral times, I thought it bcft to do. 

The farmer by this time was convinced I 
piuift be a rational creature. He fpoke often 
to me, but the found of his voice pierced my 
cars like that of a water-mill, yet his words 
were articulate enough. I anfwered as loud 
as I could in feveral languages, and he often 
. laid his ear within two yards of me ; but aM 
in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible 
to each other. He then fcnt his fervants to 
their work, and, taking his handkerchief 
(]iut of his pocket, he doubled and fpread it on 

his 
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Kis left hand, which he placed flat on the 
ground with the palm upwards, making me a 
j(ign to ftep into it, as I could eafily do, for it was 
not above a foot in thicknefs. I thought it 
my part to obey, and, for fear of falling, laid 
myfelf at full length upon the handkerchief, 
with the remainder of which he lapped mc 
up to the head for farther fecurity, and in this 
manner carried mc home to his hdufe. There 
he called his wife, and fhewcd me to her ; 
but fhe fcreamed and ran back, as women in 
England do at the fight of a toad or a fpider. 
However, when flie had a while feen my be-^ 
haviour, and how well I obferved the figns her 
hufband made, (he was foon reconciled, and 
by degrees grew extremely tender of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a fervant 
brought in dinner. It Was only one fubftan- 
tial di(h of meat (fit for the plain condition of an 
hufbandman) in a di(h of about four and twen- 
ty feet diameter. The company were the far- 
mer and his wife, three children and an old 
grandmother : when they were fat down, the 
farmer placed me at fome diftance from hinx 
on the table, which was thirty feet high from 
the floor. I was in a terrible fright, and kept 
as far as I could from the edge for fear of fall- 
ing. The wife minced a bit of meat, then 
crumbled fome bread on a trencher, and placed 
it before me. I made her a low bow, took 
out my knife and fork, and fell to eat, which 
gave them exceeding delight. The miftrefs 
lent her maid for a ima)l dram-cup, which 

held 
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held about two gallons, and filled it with 
drink ; I took up the veffel with much diffi- 
culty in both hands, and in a moft rcfpcdtful 
manner drank to her ladyflhip's healtht expref- 
iing the words as loud as I could in Engli/b^ 
which made the company laugh fo heartily, 
that I was almoft deafened with the noife. 
This liquor tailed like a fmall cyder, and was 
not unpleafant. Then the mafter made me a 
fign to come to his trencher-fide; but as I 
walked on the table, being in great fiirprizc 
all the time, as the indulgent reader will eafily 
conceive and excufc, I happened to ftumble 
againft a cruft, and fell flat on my face, but 
received no hurt. I got up immediately, and 
obferving the good people to be in much con- 
cern, I took my hat (which I held under my 
arm out of -good manners) and, waving it over 
my head, made three huzza's, to (hew I had 
got no mifchief by my fall. But advancing 
forwards toward my mafter (as I (hall hence- 
forth call him) his youngeft fon who fat next 
him, an arch boy of about ten years old, took 
me up by the legs, and held me fo high in the 
air, that I trembled every limb ; but his fa- 
ther fnatched me from him, and at the (ame 
time gave him fuch a box on the left car, as 
would have felled an European troop of horie 
to the earth, ordering him to be taken from 
the table. But being afraid the boy might 
owe me a fpight, and well remembering bow 
mifchievous dl children among us naturally 
are to fparrows> rabbits, young kittens, and 

puppy. 



TO BROBDINGNAG, 107 

puppy-dogs, I fell on my knees, and pointing 
to the boy made my matter to underftand, as 
well as I could, that I defired his fon might 
be pardoned. The father complied, and the 
lad look his feat again j whereupon I went to 
him and kifled his hand, which my maftw 
took, and made, him ftroak me gently with 
it. 

In the midft of dinner, my miftrefs's fa- 
vourite cat leapt into her lap. I heard a noifc 
behind mc like that of a dozen flocking- weavers 
at work ; and, turning my head, I found it pro- 
ceeded from the purring of that animal, who 
feemed to be three times larger than an ox, as 
I computed by the view of her head, and one 
of her paws, while her miftrefs was feeding 
and ftroaking her. The fiercenefs of this crea- 
ture's countenance altogether difcompofed me; 
though I flood at the further end of the table, 
above fifty feet off; and although my mif- 
trefs held her fafl, for fear fhe might give a 
fpring, and feize mc in her talons. But it 
happened there was no danger; for the cat 
took not the leafl notice of me^ when my ma- 
iler placed me within three yards of her. And 
as I have been always told, and found true by 
experience in my travels, that flying or difco- 
vering fear before a fierce animal is a certain 
way to make it purfue or attack you, fo I re- 
fblved in this dangerous jundlure to fhew no 
manner of concern. I walked with intrepi- 
dity five or fix times before the very head of 
the cat» and came within half a yard of her ; 

where- 
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lyhereupon fh? drew herfelf back, as. if ihe 
were more afraid of me : I had lefs apprehen- 
fion concerning the dogs, whereof three or 
four came into the room, as it is ufual in far*- 
mers houfes ; one of which was a maftiff e- 
qual in bulk to four elephants, and a grey^ 
hound fomewhat taller than the maftifF, but 
not fo large. 

When dinner w^ almoft done, the nurfe 
came in with a child of a year old in her arms, 
who immediatiely fpied me, and began a fquaU, 
that you might have heard from London-Bridge 
to Cbelfeay after the ufual oratory of infants to 
get me for a play- thing. The mother out of 
pure indulgence took me up, and put me to- 
wards the childi who prefently feized me by 
the middle, and got my head into his 'mouth, 
where I roared fo loud that the urchin was 
frighted, and let me drop, and I (hould infal- 
libly have broke my nfeck, if the mother had 
not held her apron under me. The nurfe to 
quiet her babe made ufe of a rattle, which 
was a kind of hollow veflel filled with great 
ftones, and faftened by a cable to the child's 
waift : but all in vain, fo that fhe was forced 
to apply the laft remedy by giving it fuck. I 
muft confefs no objedt pver difgufted me (b 
much as the fight of her monftrous brcaft, 
which I cannot tell what to compare with, fo 
as to give the curious reader an idea of its 
bulk, (hape, and colour. It flood prominent 
fix feet, and could not be lefs than lixtecn in 
circumference. The nipple was about Half 

the 
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the bignefs of my head, and the hue both of 
that and the dug ih varified with fpots, pim- 
ples, and freckles, that nothing could appear 
more naufcous : for I had a near fight of her, 
fhe fitting down the more conveniently to give 
fuck^ and I (landing on the table. This made 
me reflect upon the fair fkins of our Englijh 
ladies, who appear fo beautiful to us, only be- 
caufe they are of our own fize, and their dc- 
fe6ls not to be feen but through a magnifying- 
glafs, where we- find by experiment, that the 
fmootheft and whiteft fkins look rough and 
coarfe, and ill-coloured. 

I remember, when I was at Lilliputy the 
complexions of thofe diminutive people appear- 
ed to me the faireft in the world ; and talking 
upon this fubjeft with a perfon of learning 
there, who was an intimate friend of mine, 
he faid that my face appeared much fairer and 
fmoother when he looked on me from the 
ground, than it did upon a nearer view when I 
took him up in my hand and brought him clofe, 
which he confeflTed was at firft a very fhock- 
ing fight. He faid he could difcover great 
holes in my ikin ; that the ftumps of my beard 
were ten times ftronger than the briftles of a 
boar, and my complexion made up of feveral 
colours altogether difagreeable : although I 
muft beg leave to fay for myfelf, that I am as 
fair as moft of my fex and country, and very 
little fun-burnt by all my travels. On the 
other fide, difcourfing of the ladies in that 
emperor's court, he ufed to tell me, one bad 
3 freckles. 
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freckles, another too wide a mouth, a third 
loo large a nofe, nothing of which I was able 
to diftinguifli. I confefs this reiledtion was 
obvious enough ; which however I coiild not 
forbear, left the reader might think thofe vaft 
creatures were adlually deformed : for I muft 
•do them juftice to fay, they are a comely race 
^f people ; and particularly the features of my 
^nafter s countenance> although he were but a 
farmer, when I beheld him from the heighth 
of fixty feet, appeared very well proportioned. 

When dinner was done, my mafter virent out 
to his labourers^ and, as I could difcover by his 
Voice and gefture, gave his wife a ftridl charge 
to take care of me. I was very much tired^ 
•and difpofed to fleep, which my miftrefs per*- 
ceiving, fhe put me on her own bed, and co- 
vered me with a clean white handkerchief, but 
larger and coarfer than the main-fail df a man 
of war. 

I flept about two hours, and dreamed I wa§ 
at home with my wife and children, which 
aggravated my forrows when I awaked, and 
found myfelf alone in a vaft room, between 
two and three hundred feet wide, and above 
two hundred high, lying in a bed twenty 
yards wide. My miftrefs was gone about her 
houihold affairs, and had locked me in. The 
bed was eight yards from the floor. Some na- 
tural ncceffities required me to get down ; I 
durft not prefume to call, and, if 1 had, it 
l¥0uld hive been in vain with fuch a voice as 
mine» at fo great a difl;anee as from the room 

where 
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where I lay to the Jcitchen where the family 
kept. While I was under thefe circumftan- 
ces, two rats crept up the curtains, and ran 
fmelling backwards and forwards on the bed. 
One of them came up almoft to my face, 
whereupon I rofe in a fright, and drew out 
my hanger to defend myfelf. Thefe horrible, 
animals had the boldnefs to attack me on both 
fides, and one of them held his fore-feet at 
my collar 3 but I had the good fortune to rip 
up his belly, befgre he could do me any mif« 
chief. He fell down at my feet, and the other 
feeing the fate of his comrade made his efcape, 
but not without one good wound on the back^ 
■which I gave him as he fled, and made the 
blood run trickling from him. After this ex-- 
ploit, I walked gently to and fro on the bed to 
recover my breath, and lofs of fpirits. Thefe 
creatures were of the fize of a large maftiff, 
but infinitely more nimble and fierce, fo that, 
if I had taken off my belt before I went to 
fleep, I muft have infallibly been torn to pieces 
and devoured. I meafured the tail of the dead 
rat, and found it to be two yards long, want- 
ing an inch ; but it went againft my ftomach 
to drag the carcafs off the bed, where it lay 
ftill bleeding ; I obferved it had yet fome life, 
but, with a ftrong flafh crofs the neck, I tho- 
roughly difpatched it. 

Soon after my miftrefs came into the room, 
who feeing me all bloody ran and took me up 
in her hand. I pointed to the dead rat, fmit- 
ing and makjng other figns to iliew I was not 

hurt. 
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hurt, whereat fhe was extremely rejoiced, call- 
ing the maid to take up the dead rat with a 
pair of tongs, and throw it out of the win- 
dow. Then (he fet me on a table, where I 
fliewed her my hanger all bloody, and^ wip- 
ing it on the lappet of my coaf, returned it to 
the fcabbard. I was prefled to do riiore than 
one thing, which another could not do for mci 
and therefdre endeavoured to make my miftrefs 
underftand that I defired to be fet doWn oh the 
floor ; which after flie had done, my bafhful- 
ttefs would not fufFer me to exprefs myfelf far- 
ther* than by pointing to the door, and bow* 
ing feveral times. The good woman^ with 
much difficulty^ at laft perceived what I tvbuld 
be at, and taking me up again in her hand, 
walked into the garden, where (he fet me 
down. I went on one fide about two hun- 
dred yards, and beckoning to her not to look 
or to follow me, I hid myfelf between two 
leaves of forrel, and there difcharged the ne- 
ceflities of nature. 

I hope the gentle reader will excufe me fofr 
dwelling on thefe and the like particulars^ 
which, however infignificant they may appear 
to grovelling vulgar minds, yet will certainly 
help a philofopher to enlarge his thoughts and 
imagination, and apply them to the benefit of 
public as well as private life, which was my 
fole defign in prefenting this and other ac- 
counts of my travels to the world ; wherein 
I have been chiefly ftudious of truth, with- 
out afFc(3:ing any ornaments of learning or of 

ftyle. 
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ftylfei But the whole fcene of this voyage 
made fo firong an impreflion on my mind^ 
and is fo deeply fixed in my memory, that in 
committing it to paper I did not omit one ma-^ 
terial circumftance : however, upon a ftridk re- 
view, I blotted out feveral pafTages of lefs mo- 
ment which were in my firft copy, for fear cf( 
being cenfured as tedious and trifling, whereof 
travellers are often, perhaps not without juf« 
tice^ acGufed^ 

C ri A P. It. 

jl defcription of the farmer^ s daughter. The au^ 
thar carried to a market-town^ and then to 
the metropolis. The particulars of his jour-^ 
ney. 

MY miftrefs had a daughter of nint years 
old, a child of towardly parts for her 
age, very dexterous at her needle, and fkilful 
in drefling her baby. Her mother and (he 
contrived to fit up the baby's cradle for me a- 
gainft night : the cradle was put into a fmall 
drawer of a cabinet, 'and the drawer placed 
upon a hanging fhelf for fear of the rats. This 
was my bed all the time I flayed with thofe 
people^ though made more convenient by de- 
grees, as I began to karn their language, and 
make my wants known. This young girl was 
ib handy^ that, after I had once or twice pul- 
led off my cloaths before her^ (he was able to 
drefs and undrefs mei though I never gave her 
Vol.11. I that 
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that trouble, .when Ihe would let mc do eithef 
myfelf. She made me fcven (hirts, and fome 
other linnen, of as fine cloth as could be got, 
which indeed was coarfer than fackcloth ; and 
thefe flie conftantly wafhed for me with her 
own hands. She was likewifc my fchool- 
miftrefs to teach me the language : when I 
pointed to any things fhe told me the name of 
n in her own tongue, fo that in a few days I 
was able to call for whatever I had a mind to. 
She was very good-natured, and Hot above 
forty feet high, being little for her age. She 
gave me the name of Grildrigj which the fa- 
mily took up, and afterwards the whole king- 
dom. The word imports, what the Latins call 
nanunculuSf the Italians bomunceletino^ and the 
Englijh mannikin. To her I chiefly owe my 
prefervation in that country : we never parted 
while I was there ; I called her my Glumdat" 
ditch y or little nurfe ; and fhould be guilty of 
great ingratitude, if I omitted this honourable 
Mention of her care and aflfeaion towards me, 
which I heartily wifh it lay in my power to 
requite as (he deferves, inftead of being the 
innocent, but unhappy inllfument of her dif- 
grace, as I have too much reafon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in 
the neighbourhood, that my mafter had found 
a flrange animal in the field, about the bignefg 
of a fplacnuck^ but exaftly rtiaped in every 
part like a human creature ; which it likewiie 
imitated in all its actions ; feemed 'to fpeak in 
a little language of its own, had already learned 

feveral 
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fcveral words of theirs, went eredt upon two 
legs, was tame and gentle, would come when 
it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the 
fineft limbs in the world, and a complexion 
fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three 
years old. Another farmer, who lived hard 
by, and was a particular friend of my mafter, 
came on a vifit on purpofe to enquire into the 
truth of this ftory. I was immediately pro* 
duced, and placed upon a table, where I walk- 
ed as I was commanded, drew my hanger, 
put it up again, made my reverence to my ma- 
iler's gueft, alked him in his own language 
how he did, and told him he was welcome, 
juft as my little nurfe had inftrudted me. This 
man, who was old and dim-fighted, put on 
his (pedlacles to behold me better, at which I 
could not forbear laughing very heartily, for 
his eyes appeared like the full moon (hining 
into a chamber at two windows. Our people, 
who difcovcred the caufe of my mirth, bore 
me company in laughing, at which the old fel- 
low was fool enough to be angry and out of 
countenance. He had the charadler of a great 
mifer; and, to my misfortune, he well cje- 
ferved it by the curfed advice he gave my ma- 
fter to (hew me as a fight upon a market-day 
in the next town, which was half an hour's 
riding, about two and twenty miles from our 
houie. I guefTed there was^ fome mifchief con- 
triving, when I obferved my mafter and his 
friend whilpering long together, fometimes 
pointing at me ; and my feais made me fancy 

I 2 that 



ti6 A VOYAGE 

that I overheard and underftood fopie of thcif 
words. But the next morning Glumdalclitcbf 
my little nurfe, told me the whole matter^ 
which fhe had cunningly picked out from her 
mother. The poor girl laid me on her bo- 
fom, and fell a weeping with fbame and griefs 
She apprehended fome mifchief would happen 
to me from rude vulgar folks, who might fqueefe 
me to death, or break one of my limbs by tak- 
ing me in their hands. She had alfo obfervcd 
how modeft I was in my nature, how nicely I 
regarded my honour, and what an indignity 
I lliould conceive it to be expofed for rao-* 
ney as a publick fpeftacle to the meaneft of 
the people. She faid, her fapa and mamma 
had promifcd that Grildrig fhould be hers, but 
now fhe found they meant to ferve her as they 
did laft year, when they pretended to give her 
a lamb, and yet, as foon as it was fat, fold it 
to a butcher. For my own part, I may truly 
affirm, that I was lefs concerned than my 
nurfe. I had a ftrong. hope, which never left 
me, that I (hould one day recover my liberty; 
and as to the ignominy of being carried about 
for a monfter, 1 confidered myfelf to be a perfeift 
ftranger in the country, and that fuch ar misfor-^ 
tune could never be charged upon riic as a re- 
proach, if ever I (hould return to England \ fincc 
the king of Great-Britam himfelf, in my con- 
dition, mufthave undergone the fome diftrefs. 
My mafter, purfuant to the advice of his 
friend, carried me in a box the next market^ 
day to the neighbouring town^ and took along 

Witfi 
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^ith him his little daughter, my nurfci upon 
a pillion behind him. The box was clofe on 
every fide, with a little door for me to go in 
and out, and a few gimlet-holes to let in air. 
The girl had been (b careful as to put the quilt 
of her baby's bed into it for me to lie down 
on. However, I was terribly fliaken and dif- 
compofed in this journey, though it were 
but of half an hour. For the horfe went a- 
bout forty feet at every ftep, and trotted fo 
high, that the agitation was equal to the ri- 
iing and falling of a fhip in a great florm, but 
much more frequent : our journey was fome^ 
what farther than from London to St. AlbatC%. 
My mafler alighted at an inn which he ufed 
to frequent ; and after confulting a while with 
the inn- keeper, and making fome neceffary 
preparations, he hired the grultrud or crier to 
give notice through the town of a ftrange 
creature to be feen at the fign of the Green 
Eagle^ not fo big as zfplacnuck (an animal in 
that country very finely fhaped, about fix feet 
long) and in every part of the body refembling 
an human creature, could fpeak feveral words,» 
and perform an hundred diverting tricks. 

I was placed upon a table, in thelargefi: room 
of the inn, which might be near three hun- 
dred fept fquare. My little nurfe ftood. on a 
low ftool clofe to the table to take care of me, 
and direct what I (hould do. My mafler, to 
avoid a croud, would fufFer only thirty people 
at a time to fee me. I walkeji about on' the 
table as the girl commanded ; fiie afked me 
I 3 queftions^ 
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Icr Glumdalclitcb ride behind him. She carried 
me on her lap in a box tied about her waift. 
The girl had lined it oa all fides with the 
fofteft cloth flie could get, well quilted un- 
derneath^, furniftied it with her baby's bed, 
provided me with linnen and other neceflarics, 
and made every thing as convenient as (he 
could. We had no other company but a boy 
of the houfe, who rode after us with the lug- 
gage. ^ 

My mafl:er*s defign was to fliew me in all 
the towns by the way, and to ftep out of the 
road for fifty or an hundred miles, to any vil- 
lage, or perfon of quality's houfe, where he 
might cxpedl cufl:om. We made eafy jour- 
nies of not above feven or eightfcore miles a 
day : for Glumdalclitcb^ on purpofe to fpare me, 
complained fhe was tired with the trotting of 
the horfe. She often took me out of my box 
at my own defire to give me air, and (hew me 
the country, but always held me faft by a 
leading-ftring. We pafl^ed over five or fix ri- 
vers many degrees broader and deeper than 
the Nile 9 or the Ganges ; and there was hardly 
a rivulet fo fmall as the Tbames at London" 
Bridge. We were ten weeks in our journey, 
and I was fhewn in eighteen large towns, bc- 
fides many villages and private families. 

On the 26th day of OSlober, we arrived at 
the metropolis, called in their language Lor^ 
brulgrud, or Pride oftbeUniverfe. My mafter 
took a lodging in the principal ftreet of the 
city, not far from the rpyal palace, and put 

out 
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ut bills in the ufual form, containing an ex-* 
6t dcfcription of my perfon and parts. He 
ired a large room between three and four 
jundred feet wide. He provided a table fix- 
f feet in diameter, upon which I was to a^ 
3y party and pallifadoed it round three feet 
rom the edge, and as many high^ to pre- 
ent my falling oyer. I was fhewn ten times 
day, to the wonder and fatisfadtion of all 
eo|>le. I could now fpeak the language to- 
:rably well, and perfedlly underftood every 
/ord that was fpoken to me. Befides, I had 
earned their alphabet, and could make a fhift 
3 explain a fentence here and there ; for 
rlumdalclitcb had been my inftruftor while wc 
irere at home, and at leifure hours during 
ur journey. She carried a little book in her 
•ocket, not much larger than a Sanfon*s At^ 
u ; it was a common treatife for the ufe of 
oung girls, giving a fhort accomit of their 
eligion ; out of this (he taught me my letters^ 
nd interpreted the words. 
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^be author fent for to court. The queen 6i^ 
him of his mafler the farmer^ and prefenti 
him to the king. He dijputes with his majejiys 
great fcholars. An apartment at court pro- 
vided for the author. He is in high favour 
with the queen. He Jlands up for the honour 
of his own country. His quarrels with tbt 
queens dwarf 

TH E frequent labours I underwent every 
day, made in few weeks a very confi- 
derable change in my health : the more my 
mafter got by me, the more infatiablc he grew. 
I had quite lofl my flomach, and was almoft 
reduced to afkeleton.Thefarmeroblervedit,and 
concluding I mull: foon die, refolved to make as 
good a hand of me as he could. While he was 
thus reafoning and refolving with himfclf, a 
fardraly or gentleman-uftier, came from court, 
commanding my mafter to carry me immedi- 
ately thither for the diverfion of the queen 
and her ladies. Some of the latter had al-^ 
ready been to fee me, and reported ftrange 
things of my beauty, behaviour, and good fenfe. 
Her majefty, and thofe who attended her^ 
were beyond meafure delighted with my de- 
meanour. I fell on my knees, and begged the 
honour of kiffing her imperial foot ; but this 
gracious princefs held out her little finger to- 
wards me (after I was fet on a table) which I 
5 embrace^ 
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embraced in both my arms, and put the tip 
of it with the utmoft refped to my h'p. She 
made me fome general queftions about my 
pountry, and my travels, which I anfwcred as 
diftindly, and in as few words as I could. 
She afked, whether I would be content to live 
at court. I bowed down to the board of the 
table, and humbly anfwered that I was my ma- 
iler's (lave ; but if I were at my own difpofal, 
I fhould be proud to devote my life to her ma- 
jefty's fervice. She then afked my mafter, 
whether he were willing to fell me at a good 
price. He, who apprehended I could not live 
a month, was ready enough to part with me, 
and demanded a thoufand pieces of gold, which 
were ordered him on the fpot, each piece be- 
ing about the bignefs of eight hundred moy- 
dores ; but, allowing for the proportion of all 
things between that country and Europe , and 
the high price of gold among them, was hard- 
ly fo great a fum as a thoufand guineas would 
be in England^ I then faid to the queen, fince 
I was now her majefty's moft humble creature 
and vaflal, I muft beg the favour, that Glum- 
4alclitcby who had always tended me with io 
much care and kindnefs, and underftood to do 
it fo well, might be admitted into her fervice, 
and continue to be my nurfe and inftrudtor. 
Her majefty agreed to my petition, and eafily 
got the farmer's confent, who was glad enough 
to have his daughter preferred at court, and 
the poor girl herfelf was not able to hide her 
joy: my late mafter withdrew, bidding me 

farewel. 
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fareweU and faying he had left me in a gocx! 
fervice ; to which I replied not a word, only 
making him a flight bow. 

The queen obferved my coldnefs, and, when 
the farmer was gone out of the apartment, 
aflced me the reafon. I made bold to tell her 
majefty, that I owed no other obligation to my 
late mafler, than his not dafhing out the brains 
of a poor harmlefs creature found by chance 
in his field ; which obligation was amply re- 
compenfed by the gain he had made in fhewing 
me through half the kingdom, and the price 
he had now fold me for. That the life I had 
fince led, was laborious enough to kill an ani- 
mal of ten times my ftrength. That my 
health was much impaired by the continual 
drudgery of entertaining the rabble every hour 
of the day, and that, if my mafler had not 
thought my life in danger, her majefty would 
not have got fo cheap a bargain. But as I 
was out of all fear ot being ill treated under 
the proteftion of fo great and good an em- 
prefs, the ornament of nature, the darling of 
the world, the delight of her fubjedls, the 
phoenix of the creation ; fo, I heped my late 
mafter's apprehenfions would appear to be 
groundlefs, for I already found my fpirits to 
revive by the influence of her moft auguft pre^ 
fence. 

This was the fum of my (peech, delivered 
with great improprieties and hefitation ; the 
latter part was altogether framed in the ftyle 
peculiar to that people, whereof I learned foine 

phrafes 
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l^farafes from Glumdalclitcb, while (he was car- 
rying me to court. 

The queen» giving great allowance for my 
defedlivencfs in fpeaking, was however fur- 
prifed at fo much wit and good fenfe in fo di- 
minutive an animal. She took me in her own 
hand, and carried me to the king, who was 
then retired to his cabinet. His majefty, a 
prince of much gravity and auftere counte- 
nance^ not well obferving my fhape at firfl: 
view, alked the queen after a cold manner, 
how long it was fince fhe grew fond of a 
Jplacnuck ; for fuch it feems he took me to be, 
as I lay upon my breaft in her majefty's right 
hand< But this princefs, who hath an infinite 
deal of wit and humour, fet me gently on my 
feet upon the fcrutore, and commanded me to 
give his majefty an account of myfclf, which 
I did in a very few words ; and Glumdalclitchf 
who attended at the cabinet door, and could 
not endure I fhould be out of her fight, being 
admitted, confirmed all that had pafiTed from 
my arrival at her father's houfc. 

The king, although he be as learned a per-* 
fon as any in his dominions, had been educated 
in the ftudy of philofophy, and particularly 
mathematics ; yet when he obferved my fliapc 
cxadtly, and faw me walk eredt, before I be- 
gan to fpeak, conceived I might be a piece of 
clock-work (which is in that country arrived 
to a very great pcrfc6tion) contrived by fomc 
ingenious artift. But when he heard my voice, 
and found what I delivered to be regular and 

rational. 
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rational, he could not conceal his aftonirtimeritj 
He was by no means fatisfied with the rela- 
tion I gave him of the manner I came into his 
kingdom, but thought it a ftory concerted be- 
tween Glumdalclitcb and her father, who had 
taught me a fett of words to make me fell at 
a better price. Upon this imagination he put 
feveral other queflions to me, and flill received 
rational anfwers, no otherwife defedtive than 
by a foreign accent, and an imperfedt know- 
ledge in the language, with fome ruftic phra- 
fes which I had learned at the farmer's houfe, 
and did not fuit the polite ftyle of a court. 

His majefty fent for three great fcholars, 
who were then in their weekly waiting accord- 
ing to the cuftom in that country. Thefe 
gentlemen, after they had a while examined 
my ftiape with much nicety, were of different 
opinions concerning me. They all agreed, 
that I could not be produced according to the 
regular laws of nature, becaufe I was not 
framed with a capacity of prefervine my life 
either by fwiftnefs, or clitnbing of trees, or 
digging holes in the earth. They obferved by 
my teeth, which they viewed with great cx- 
aftnefs, that I was a carnivorous animal; yet 
moft quadrupeds being an overmatch for me, 
and field-mice with fome others too nimble; 
they could not imagine how I (hould be able 
to fupport myfelf, unlefs I fed upon fnails 
and other infedls, which they offered, by 
many learned arguments, to evince that I 

could 
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>uld not poffibly do *. One of thefc virtuofi 
emed to think that I might be an embryo, 
: abortive birth. But this opinion was re- 
(Sed by the other two, who obferved my 
mbs to be perfedt and finiflied, and that I had 
vcd fcveral years, as it was manifeft from my 
card, the ftumps whereof they plainly dif- 
Dvered through a magnifying-glafs. They 
rould not allow me to be a dwarf, becaufc 
ly littlenefs was beyond all degrees of compa- 
ifon ; for the queen's favourite dwarf, the 
nailed ever known in that kingdom, was near 
birty feet high. After much debate they 
oncludcd unanimoufly, that I was only relplum 
:alcatbt which is interpreted literally lufus na^ ' 
lira ; a determination exaftly agreeable to the 
tiodern philofophy of Europe, whofe profeflbrs 
iifdaining the old evafion of occu/t caujes, 
irhereby the followers of Arijiotle endeavoured 
n vain to difguife their ignorance, have in- 
dented this wonderful folution of all difficul- 
ies, to the unfpeakable advancement of hu- 
nan knowledge. 

After this decifive conclufion I entreated to 
)e heard a word or two. I applied myfelf to 
he king, and aflured his majefty that I came 
rom a country, which abounded with feveral 
nillions of both fexes and of my own ftature ; 

« By this rcafoning the au- vcmment of the world ; whofc 

hor probably intended to ridi- cavils are fpecious, like iho(e of 

:ole the pride of thofe philofo- the Brohdingnagian fagcs, only 

>ken, who have thought £t to in proportion to the ignorance of 

irraign the wifdom of provi- thofe to wliom they arc pro- 

lence in the creation and go- pofed. 
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where the animals^ trees, and houfes were ali 
in proportion, and where by confequence I 
might be as able to defend myfelf, and to find 
fuftenance, as any of his majefly's fubjeds 
could do here; which I took for a full an* 
fwer to thofe gentlemens arguments. To this 
they only replied with a fmile of contempt, 
faying, that the farmer had inftradked me very 
well in my leflbn*. The king, who had a 
much better underftanding, difmiffinghis leam* 
cd men, fent for the farmer, who by good for- 
tune was not yet gone out of town : hatving 
therefore firfl examined him privately, and 
then confronted him with me and the young 
girl, his majefty began to think that what we 
told him might poflibly be true- He defired 
the queen to order that a particular care fhould 
be taken of me, and was of opinion, that 
Clumdalclitcb fhould ftill continue in her office 
of tending me, becaufe he obferved we had a 
great afFedkion for each other. A convenient 
apartment was provided for her at court ; fhc 
had a fort of governefs appointed to take caro 
of her education, a maid to drefs her, and 
two other fervants for menial offices ; but the 
care of me was wholly appropriated to herfelf. 
The queen commanded her own cabinet- 
maker to contrive a box, that might fervo 
me for a bed-chamber, after the model that 
Clumdalclitcb and I ihould agree upon. This 

' Thn iatire is levelled agamft count, notwith (landing die A- 
all* v/ha rejed thofe h&i for furdity of rejeding the teftimon/ 
which they cannot perfeftly ao- by which they arc fopportcd. 

fliiaa 
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ttiiti wis i moft ingenious artift, ind accord- 
ing to my diredlions in three weeks finiflied 
for me a wooden chamber of fixtecn feet 
fqiiarCy and twelve high, with fafh-windows; 
a dck)r> and twp clofets, like a London bed- 
chamber. The board, that made the Cieling; 
was to be lifted tip and down by two hinges to 
put in a bed ready furniflicd by her majefty's 
uphoifterer^ which Glumdaiclittb took out eve- 
ry day to air, made it with her own hands, 
and letting it down at night, locked up the 
roof over me. A nice workman, who was fa- 
mous for little curiofities, undertook to make 
me two chairs, with backs and frames, of i 
fubflance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with 
a cabinet to put my things in. The room was 
quilted oh all fides, as Well is the floor and 
the cieling, to prevent any Occident from the 
Carelefnefs of thofe who carried me, and td 
break the force of a jolt when I went in a 
eoach. I deflred a lock fot my door to pre- 
vent rats and mice from coming in : the 
imith, aftet feveral attempts, made the fmallefl 
that ever was feen among fhera, for I have 
known a larger at the gate of a gentleman's 
houfe in England. I made a fhift to keep the 
key in a pocket of my own,- fearing Glumdal-^ 
cUtch might lofe it. The queen likewife or- 
dered the thinnefl filks that could be gotten to 
make me cloaths, not much thicker than an 
Englijb blanket, very cumberfome, till I was 
accuflomed to them. They were after the 
fafhion of the kingdom, partly refembling the 
Vol. IL K perfiant 
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perfian, and pardy the cbinefe^ and are a rcfy 
grave and decent habit. 

The queen became fo fond of my company, 
that fhe could not dine without me. I had a 
table placed upon the fame at which her ma- 
jefty eat, juA at her left elbow, and a chair to 
fit on. Glumdalclitch flood on a ftool on tha 
floor near my table to aflift and take care 
of me. I had an entire fett of filver diflics 
and plates and other necefTaries, which in pro- 
portion to thofe of the queen, were not much 
bigger than what I have fcen in a London toy- 
fliop, for the furniture of a baby-houfe : thefe 
my little nurfe kept in her pocket in a filver 
box, and gave me at meals as I wanted them, 
always cleaning them herfelf. No perfon dined 
with the queen but the two princefles royal, 
the elder fixteen years old, and the younger at 
that time thirteen and a montli. Her majefty 
ufed to put a bit of meat upon one of my 
difhes, out of which I carved for myfelf ; and 
her diverfion was to fee me cat in miniature^ 
For the queen (who had indeed but a weak 
ftomach) took up, at one mouthful, as much 
as a dozen EngliJJj farmers could eat at a meal, 
which to me was for fome time a very nauic* 
ous fight '• She would craunch the wing of. 

a larkf 

3 Among other dreadful and pFched whole by birds or tc»- 

dif^alh'uff iir..iges which cuftom min, mull confcfs that habic oi>- 

hzs rendered familiar are tliofb ly could have enabled him toF 

which arife from eating animal endure the fight of the mangled 

food : he wlu) has ever turned bones and flcfli of a dead car- 

with abhorrence from the fkele- cais which evtry day cover hit 

ton of a Ivail whicli has been table : and he who reflet on 
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ark, bones and all, between her teeth, al- 
OQgh It were nine times as large as that of a 
11 grown turkey ; and put a bit of bread in 
r mouth> as big as two twelve-penny loaves.' 
ic drank out of a golden tup, above a hog- 
cad at a draught. Her knives vvere twice as 
ig as a fcythe, fet ftrait upon the handle, 
be fpoons, forksj arid other inftriiments, were 
■ in the fame proportion. I remember wheii 
himdalditci) carried me odt of curiofity to fee 
tne of the tables at court, where ten or i 
rzen of thefe enormous knives, and forks 
ere lifted up together, I thought I had never 
1 thiSn beheld fo terrible a fi^ht. 
It is the cuftom, that every Wednefdaf 
ifhich, as I have before dbferved, is their^ 
xbbatb) the king and queen, with the royal 
!ue of both fexes, dine together in the- a- 
irtmcnt of his majcfty, to whom I was now 
xromc a great favourite ; and at thefe times 
y little chair and table were placed at his left 
ind before one of the falt-cellars. This 
rince tbdk a pleafure in converiing with me, 
iquiring into the rrianners, religion, laws; 
^verrimerit, and learning of Europe ; whereiri 
gave hirti the beft account I was able. His 
^prehenfion was fo clear, and hi^ judgment 
> ciadl, that he made very wife refledions 

e number of lives that have the exercife of virtue and piety,' 

rcn facrificed to iuflain his by the fuperior happincfs which 

im, Ihduld enquire by what he has communicated to realbn- 

c aconint has been bailanced, able beings, and by the glory 

\d whether his life is become which his intelled has afcribeci 

-oportiohalily of more value by to God. . 
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and obfervatlons upon all I faid. But I confefs, 
that after I had been a little too copious in 
talking of my own beloved country, of our 
trade, and wars by fea and land,, of our fchifms 
in religion^ and parties in the ftate ; the pre- 
judices of his education prevailed fo far, that 
he could not forbear taking me up in his right 
hand, and ftroaking me gently with the other, 
after an hearty fit of laughing, afked me, whe- 
ther I was a wAig or tory f- Then turning ta 
his firft minifler, who waited behindhim with 
a white ftatF near as tall as the main -mail of 
the royal'fov€reign^ he obferved how contemp- 
tible a thing was human grandeur, which 
could be mimicked by fuch diminutive infeds 
as I L and yet, fays he, I dare engage, thcfe 
creatures have their titles and diftindtion of 
honour, they contrive little nefts and burrows, 
that they call houfes and cities ; they make a 
figure in drefs and equipage ; they love, they 
fight, they difpute,, they cheat, they betray. 
And thus he continued on, while my colour 
came and went feveral times with indignatioa 
to hear our noble country,, the miftrefs of arts 
and arms, the fcourge ot F ranee ^ the arbitref^ 
of Europe^ the feat of virtue, piety,, honour 
and truth, the pride and envy of the world, fo 
contemptuoufly treated. 

But as I was not in a condition to re(ent in- 
juries, fo upon mature thoughts I began to* 
doubt whether I was injured or no. For, after 
having been accuftomed feveral months to the 
fight and convcrfe of this people, and obferved 
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ry objcft upon which I caft mine eyes to 
of proportionable magnitude, the horror I 
\ at firft conceived from their bulk and af- 
t, was fo far worn off, that if I had then 
eld a company of Englijh lords and ladies 
their finery, and birth- day cloaths, adling 
ir feveral parts in the moft courtly manner 
Irutting, and bftwing, and prating ; to fay 
truth, I (hould have been ftrongly tempted 
augh as much at them, as the king and 
grandees did at me. Neither indeed could 
irbear fmiling at myfclf, when the queen 
i to place me upon her hand towards a 
cing-glafs, by which both our perfons ap- 
red before me in full view together; and 
re could nothing be more ridiculous than 
comparifon : fo that I really began to ima- 
t myfelf dwindled many degrees below my 
d fize. 

"Tothing angered and mortified me fo much 
he queen's dwarf, who being of the lowed 
lire that was ever in that country (for I 
ly think he was not full thirty feet high) 
ame fo infolent at feeing a creature fo much 
eath him, that he would always affedt to 
gger and look big as he pafl!ed by me in the 
en's anti-chamber, while I was ftanding on 
ic table talking with the lords or ladies of 
court, and he feldom failed of a fmart 
d or two upon my littlcnefs ; againft which 
ould only revenge myfelf by calling him 
thcr, challenging him to wreftle, and fuch 
irtees as are ufual in the mouths of court 
K 3 ' pages. 
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pages. One day, at dinner, this malicious lit: 
tic cubb was fo nettled with fomething I ha4 
faid to him, that, raifing himfelf upon the 
frame of her majefty's chair, he took mc up 
by the middle, as I was fitting down, not 
thinking any harm, and let me drop into a 
large filver bowl of cream, and then ran a- 
way as faft as he could. I fell over head and 
cars, and, if I had not been a good fwimmcr, 
it might have gone very hard with me; for 
Glumdalclitcb in that inftaht happened to be at 
pe other end of the room, and the queen was 
in fuch a fright, that fhe wanted prefencc of" 
mind to aflift me. But piy Uttle nurfe ran to 
my relief, and took me out, after I had fwal- 
lowed above a quart of cre^m. I was put to 
bed ; however I received no other damage than 
the lofs of a fuit of cloaths, which was utterly 
fpoiled. The dwarf was foundly whipped, 
and as a farther punifliment forced to drink up 
the bowl of cream, into which he had thrown 
me ; neither was he ever reftored to favour : 
for foon after the queen beftowed him on a 
lady of high quality, fo that I faw him no 
more, to my very great fatisfadion ; for I could 
not tell to what extremity fuch a maliciovs 
urchin might have carried his refentment. 

He had before ferved me a fcurvy trick, 
which fet the queen a laughing, although at 
the fame time flie was heartily vexed, and 
would have immediately caihiered him, if I 
had not been fo generous as to intercede. Her 
9iajefly had taken a marrow-bone upon her 
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plate, and, after knocking out the marrow, 
placed the bone again in the difh eredt, as it 
ilood before ; the dwarf watching his oppor- 
tunity, while Glumdalclitch was gone to the 
fide-board, mounted the llool that /he flood 
x>n to take care of me at meals, took me up in 
both hands, and fqueefing my legs together, 
wedged them into the marrow-bone above my 
waift, where I ftuck for fome time, and made 
a very ridiculous figure. I believe it was near 
a minute before any one knew what was be- 
come of me ; for I thought it below, me to 
cry out. But, as princes feldom get their meat 
hot, my legs were not fcalded, only my ftock-^ 
ings and breeches in a fad condition. The 
dwarf, at my entreaty, had no other punifli- 
ment than a found whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the queen upon 
^count of my fearfulnefs ; and (he ufed to aflc 
me, whether the people of my country were 
as great cowards as myfelf ? The occafion was 
this : the kingdom is much peftered with flies 
in fummer ; and thefc odious infedts, each of 
them as big as a Dunjiable lark, hardly gave 
mc any reft while I fat at dinner with their 
continual humming and buzzing about mine 
ears. They would fometimes alight upon my 
viduals, and leave their loathfome excrement 
or fpawn behind, which to me was very vi- 
fible, though not to the natives of that coun-. 
try, whofe large optics were not fo acute as 
mine in viewing fmaller objects. Sometimes 
thcjr would fix upon my nofc or forehead, 
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where they ftupg me to the quick, finelling 
very ofFenfively ; and I could eafily trace that 
vifcous matter, which, our naturalifls tell us, 
enables thofe creatpres to walk with their feet 
upwards upon a cielipg. I had much ado to 
defend myfelf againft thcfe deteftable animals, 
and could not forbear ftarting when they came 
on my face. It was the common practice of 
the dwarf to catch a number of thefe infedls in 
his hand, as fchool-boys do among us, and let 
them out fuddenly under my nofe, on purpofc 
to frighten me, and divert the queen. My 
remedy was to cut them in pieces with my 
knife, as they flew in the air, wherein my 
dexterity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdal" 
clitch had fet me in my box upon a window, 
as (he ufually did in fair days to give me air 
(for I durft not venture to let the box be 
hung on a nail out of the window, as wc do 
with cages in England) after I had lifted up 
one of my fa(hes, and fat down at my table to 
eat a piece of fweet cake for my breakfaft, a- 
bove t\Yenty wafps, allured by the fmell, came 
flying into the room, humming louder than 
|he drones of as many bag-pipes. Some of 
them feized my cake, and carried it piece- 
meal away; others flew about my head and 
face, confounding roe with the noife, and put- 
ting rhc in the utmoft terror of their ftings. 
However, I had the courage to rife and draw 
my hanger, and attack them in the air. I dif- 
patched four of thetn, but the reft got avray, 
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and I prcfcntly (hut my window. Thcfe in- 
fers were as large as partridges ; I took out 
their ftings, found them an inch and a half 
long, and as (harp as needles. I carefully 
prcferved them all, and having fince (hewn 
them with fome other curio(ities in feveral 
parts of EuropBy upon my return to England^ 
I gave three of them to Grejham College^ and 
kept the fourth for myfclf, 

CHAP. IV. 

fT^f country defcribed. A propofd for correSling 
modern maps. The kings palace^ and fome ac-- 
count of the metropolis. The author s way of 
travelling. The chief temple defcribed. 

I Now intend to give the reader a (hort de- 
fcription of this country, as far as I travel- 
led in it, which was not above two thoufand 
miles round Lorbrulgrudy the metropolis. For 
the queen, whom I always attended, never 
went farther when (he accompanied the king 
in his progre(re8, and there (laid till his ma- 
jefty returned from viewing his frontiers. The 
whole extent of this prince's dominions reach- 
eth about (ix thoufand miles in length, and 
from three to five in breadth. From whence 
I cannot but conclude, that our geographers of 
Europe are in a great error, by fuppofing no- 
thing but fea between ^apan and California ; 
for it was ever my opinion, that there muft be 
a balance of earth to counterpoife the great 

con- 



i3« A VOYAGE 

continent oiTartary ; and therefore they ought 
to correA their maps and charts by joining 
this vaft tradt of land to the north-weft parts 
of America 9 wherein I (hall be ready to lend 
them my adiftance. 

The kingdom is a peninfula, terminated to 
the north-eaft by a ridge of mountains thirty 
miles higbj which are altogether impaifable 
by reafon of the volcanoes upon the tops: 
neither do the moft learned know what fort of 
mortals inhabit beyond thofe mountains, or 
whether they be inhabited at all. On the 
three other fides it is bounded by the ocean. 
There is not one fea-port in the whole king- 
dom, and thofe parts of the coafts into which 
the rivers ifTue are fo full of pointed rocks, 
and the fea generally fo rough, that there is 
no venturing with the fmalleft of their boars ; 
fo that thefe people arc wholly excluded from 
any commerce with the reft of the world. But 
the large rivers are full of veffels, and abound 
with excellent fifh, for they feldom get any 
from the fea, becaufe the fea-fifti arc of the 
fame fize with thofe in Europe^ and confe- 
quently not worth catching 5 whereby it is 
manifeft, that nature in the production of 
plants and animals of fo extraordinary a bulk is 
wholly confined to this continent, of which I 
leave the reafons to be determined by philo* 
fophers. However, now and then they takt 
a whale that happens to be dafhed againft the 
rocks, which the common people feed on 
heartily. Thefe whales I have known fo large 
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that a man could hardly carry one upon his 
ihoulders; and fometimes for curiofity they 
are brought in hampers to Lorbrulgrud: I faw 
pne of ihcm in a difh at the king*s table, 
which paflcd for a rarity, but I did not ob- 
ferve he was fond of it ; for I think indeed the 
bignefs cjifgufted him, although I have fccn 
one fomewhat larger in Greenland. 

The country is well inhabited, for it con- 
,tains fifty-one cities, near an hundred walled 
towns, and a great number of villages. To 
fatisfy my curious reader, it may be fufficient 
to defcribc Lorbrulgrud. This city ftands 
ypon almofl two equal parts on each fide the 
river that paflcs through. It contains above 
eighty thoufand houfes, and about fix hundred' 
thoufand inhabitants. It is in length three 
glomglungs (which make about fifty- four Rng^ 
Jijlo miles) and two and a half in breadth^ as 
I meafured it myfelf in the royal map made 
by the king's order, which was laid on the 
ground on purpofe for me, and extended an 
hundred feet j I paced the diameter and cir- 
cumference feveral times bare foot, and, com* 
puting by the fcale, meafured it pretty ex-» 
aaiy. 

The king's palace is no regular edifice, but 
an heap of building about feven miles round : 
the chief rooms are generally two hundred and 
forty feet high, and broad and long in propor-^ 
tion. A coach was allowed to Ghmdaldltcb 
and me, wherein her governefs frequently took 
her out to fee the town, or go among the 
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fhops ; and I was always of the party, carried 
in my box ; although the girl at my own de- 
fire would often take me out, and hold me in 
her hand, that I might more conveniently view 
the houfes and the people, as we pafled along 
the ftreets. I reckoned our coach to be about 
a fquarc of WeJiminfter-halU but not altogether 
fo high : however, I cannot be very cxa£t. 
One day the governefs ordered our coachman 
to flop at feveral (hops, where the beggars, 
watching their opportunity, croudcd to the 
fides of the coach, and gave me the moft hor- 
rible fpedtacles that ever an european eye be- 
held. There was a woman with a cancer in 
her breaft, fwellcd to a monftrous fize, full of 
holes, in two or three of which I could have 
eafily crept, and covered my whole body. 
There was a fellow with a wen in his neck 
larger than five wool-packs, and another with 
a couple of wooden legs, each about twenty 
feet high. But the moft hateful fight of all 
was the lice crawling on their cloaths, I could 
fee diftindtly the limbs of thefe vermin with 
my naked eye, much better than thofe of an 
european loufe through a microfcope, and their 
fnouts with which they rooted like fwine. 
They were the firft I had ever beheld, and I 
fhould have been curious enough to difleft one 
of them, if I had had proper inftruments 
(which I unluckily left behind me in the ftiip) 
although indeed the fight was fo naufeous, that 
it perfedlly turned my ftomach. 

Befide 
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Befide the large box in which I was ufually 
carried, the queen ordered a fmaller one to be 
made for me of about twelve feet fquare and 
ten high for the convenience of travelling, 
becaufe the other was fomewhat too large for 
Glumdalclitcb's lap, and cumberfome in the 
coach ; it was made by the fame artift, whom 
I diredled in the whole contrivance. This tra- 
velling clofet was an exadt fquare with a win- 
dow in the middle of three of the fquares, 
and each window was^ latticed with iron wire 
on the outfide to prevent accidents in long 
journies. On the fourth fide, which had no 
window, two ftrongftaplcs were fixed, through 
which the perfon that carried me, when I had 
a mind to be on horfeback, put a leatheTn 
belt, and buckled it about his waift, Thij 
was always the office of fome grave trufty fer- 
vant in whom I could confide, whether I at- 
tended the king and queen in their progreflfes, 
or were difpofed to fee the gardens, or pay a 
vifit to fome great lady or minifter of ftate in 
the courts when Glumdalclitch happened to be 
out of order : for I foon began to be known 
and eftcemed among the greateft officers, I. 
iuppofe more upon account of their majcfty's^ 
favour than any merit of my own. In jour- 
nies, when I was weary of the coach, a fer-^ 
. vant on horfeback would buckle on my box, 
and place it upon a cuihion before him ; and 
there I had a full profpe<ft of the country on 
three fides from my three windows. I had in 
thijs clofet a field-bed and a hammock hung 
3 ' fronv 
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from the cieling, two chairs and a table, neat- 
ly fcrewed to the floor, to prevent being tofled 
about by the agitation of the horle or the coach. 
And having been long ufcd to fea- voyages; 
thofe motions, although fometimes very vio- 
lent, did not much difcompofe me. 

Whenever I had a mind to fee the town, it 
was always in my travclling-clofet, which 
GlumJalclitch held in her lap in a kind of opert 
fedan, after the fafhion of the country, borne 
by four men, and ^attended by two others irt 
the queen's livery. The people, who had often 
heard of me, were very curious to croud about 
the fedan, and the girl was complaifant enough 
to make the bearers flop, and to take me in 
her hand that I might be more conveniently 
feen. 

I was very defirous to fee the chief terii ple^ 
Sind particularly the tower belonging to it,- 
which is reckoned the highefl in the kingdom*' 
Accordingly one day my nurfe carried me thi- 
ther, but I may truly fay I came back difap- 
pointed ; for the heighth is not above three 
thoufand feet, reckoning from the ground ta 
the highefl: pinnacle top ; which, allowing for 
the difference between the fize of thofe people 
and us in Europe, is no great matter for admi- 
ration, nor at all equal in proportion (if I 
rightly remember) to Salijbury fl:eeple. But, 
hot to detraft from a nation to which during 
toy life I fhall acknowledge myfelf extremely 
obliged, it muft be allowed that whatever this 
famous tower wants in heighth is amply made 

up 
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up in beauty and ftrength. For the walls are 
near an hundred feet thick, built of hewn 
ilone, whereof each is about forty feet fquare^ 
and adorned on all fides with ftatues of gods, 
and emperors cut in marble larger than the life» 
placed in their fevcral niches. I meafured a 
little finger which had fallen down from one 
of thefe ftatues^ and lay unperceived among 
fome rubbifh» and found it exadtly four feet 
and an inch in length. GlmtdalcUtch wrapped 
it up in her handkerchief; and carried it hom6 
in her pocket to keep among other trinkets^ 
of which the girl was very fond> as children at 
her age ufually are. 

The king's kitchen is indeed a noble build-^ 
ing, vaulted at top, and about fix hundred feet 
high. The great oven is not fo wide by ten 
paces as the cupola at St. Paufs : for I mea-^ 
fured the latter on purpofe after 'my return* 
But if I fhould dcfcribe the kitchen-grate, the 
prodigious pots and kettlesi the joints of meat 
turning on the fpits, with many other particuv 
lars, perhaps I fliould be hardly believed ; at 
leaft a fevere critic would be apt to think I en- 
larged a little, as travellers are often fufpeded 
to do. To avoid which cenfure, I fear I have 
run too much into the other extrcam ; and 
that if this treatife (hould happen to be tranf- 
lated into the language of Brobdingnagj (which 
is the general name of that kingdom) and 
tranfmitted thither, the king and his people 
Would have reafon to complain, that I had 

done 
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done them an injury by a falfe and dimihiftive 
reprefentation. 

His majefty feldom keeps above fix hundred 
horfes in his ftables : they are generally front 
fifty-four to fixty feet high. But, when he 
goes abroad on folemn days, he is attended 
for ftate by a militia guard of five hundred 
horfe, which indeed I thought was the moft 
fplendid fight that could be ever beheld, till 
I faw part of his army in battalia, whereof I 
fhall find another occafion to fpeak. 

CHAP. V. 

S^eral adventures that happened to the author. 
T^be execution of a criminal, libe author JhevfS 
bisjkill in navigation. 

I Should have lived happy enough in th^t 
country, if my littlenefs had not expofed 
me to feveral ridiculous and troublefome acci- 
dents : fome of which I fliall venture to relate. 
Glumdalclitch often carried me into the gardens 
of the court in my fmaller box, and would 
fbmetimes take me out of it, and hold me in 
her hand, or fet me down to walk. I remem- 
ber, before the dwarf left the queen, he fol- 
lowed us one day into thofe gardens, and my 
nurfe having fet me down, he and I being clofe 
together, near fome dwarf apple-trees, I muft 
need (hew my wit by a filly allufioft betweert 
him and the trees, which happens to hold in 
their language as it doth in ours. Whereupon, 
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the malicious rogue watching his opportunity, 
when I was walking under one of them, (hook 
it dire&ly over my head, by which a dozen 
apples, each of them near as large as a Brijiol 
barrel, came tumbling about my ears ; one of 
them hit me on the back as I chanced to 
ftoop, and knocked me down flat on my face ; 
but I received no other hurt, and the dwarf 
was pardoned at my deiire, becaufe I had given 
the provocation. 

Another day G/umda/c/itc A left me on a fmooth 
grafs-plot to divert myfelf, while flie walked 
at fome diftance with her governefs. In the 
mean time there fuddenly fell fuch a violent 
fliower of hail, that I was immediately by the 
force of it ftruck to the ground : and when 1 
was down, the hail-ftones gave me fuch cruel 
bangs all over the body, as if I had been pelted 
with tennis-balls ; however, I made a fhift 
to creep on all four, and fhelter myfelf by ly- 
ing flat on my face on the lee- fide of a border 
of lemon-thyme, but fo bruifed from head to 
foot, that I could not go abroad in ten days* 
Neither is this at all to be wondered at, be- 
caufe nature in that country obferving the fame 
proportion through all her operations, a hail- 
ilone is near eighteen hundred times as large 
as one in Europe, which I can aflert upon ex- 
perience, having been fo curious to weigh and 
meafure them. 

But a more dangerous accident happened to 
to me in the fame garden, when my little nurfe 
believing ihe hajl put me in a fecure place, 
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which I often entreated her to do, that I 
might enjoy my own thoughts, and having 
left my box at home to avoid the trouble of 
carrying it, went to another part of the gar- 
den with her governefs, and fome ladies of her 
acquaintance. While (he was abfcnt, and out 
of hearing, a fmall white fpaniel belonging to 
one of the chief gardeners, having got by ac- 
cident into the garden, happened to range near 
the place where I lay : the dog, following the 
fcent, came diredtly up, and taking me in his 
mouth ran ft rait to his mafter, wagging his 
tail, and fet me gently on the ground. By 
good fortune he had been fo well taught, 
that I was carried between his teeth without 
the leaft hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. 
But the poor gardener who knew me well, 
and had a great kindnefs for me, was ih a ter- 
rible fright V he gently took me up in both 
his hands, and aiked me how I did ; but I 
was fo amazed and out of breath, that I could 
not fpeak a word. In a few minutes I came 
to myfelf, and he carried me fafe to my litrie 
nurfe> who by this time had returned to the 
place where (he left me, and was in cruel ago- 
nies when I did not appear, nor anfwer when 
fhe called : ft>e feverely reprimanded the gar- 
dener on account of his dog. But the thing 
was huftied up, and never known at court j 
for the girl was afraid of the queen's anger^ 
and truly, as to myfelf, I thought it would not 
be for my reputation that fuch a ftory ftiould 
go about* 

thi* 
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This accident abfolutely determined Glum- 
dalclitch never to truft me abroad for the fu* 
ture out of her fight. I had been long afraid 
bf this refolution, and therefore concealed from 
her fome little unluckjr adventures that hap- 
pened in thofc times when I was left by my- 
fclf. Oncfe a kite, hoverifig over the garden^ 
inade a ftoop at me^ and if I had not refolute-^ 
ly drawn my hanger, and run under a thick 
efpalier, he would have certainly carried me 
iiway in his talons. Another time walking to 
the top of a frefh mole-hill, I fell to my neck 
in the hole, through which that animal had 
caft up the earth, and coined fome lye, not 
worth remenibering, to exeufe myfelf for fpoil- 
ing my cloaths. I likewife broke my right 
fliin againft the ftiell of a fnail, which I hap- 
pened to ftumble over, as I was walking alone; 
and thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleafed 
Or mortified to obferve in thofe folitary walks, 
that the fmaller birds did not appear to be at 
all afrstid of me, but would hop about with-. 
in a yard's diftance, looking for worms ancJ 
other food with as much indifference arid fe- 
curity, as if no creature at all were near them. 
I remember, a thrufh had the confidence ttf 
fnatch out of my hand, with his bill, apiece 
of cake that Qlumdalclitch had ju'ft giveh me 
for my breakfaft. When I atteriipted to catch 
any of thefe birds, they would boldly tiirn a- 
gainft me, endeavouring to pick my fingers, 
which I durft not venture within their reach ; 
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and then they would hop back .unconcerned td 
hunt for worms or fnails, as they did before. 
But one day I took a thick cudgel, and threw 
it with all my Arength fo luckily at a linneti 
that I knocked him down, and feizing him by 
the neck with both my hands, ran with him in 
triumph to my nurfc. However, the bird, 
who had only been ftunned, recovering him- 
felf, gave me fo many boxes with his wings 
on both fides of my head and body, though 
I held him at arms length, and was out of 
the reach of his claws, that I was twenty 
times thinking to let him go. But I was foon 
relieved by one of our fervants, who wrung 
off the bird's neck, and I had him next day 
for dinner by the queen's command. This 
linnet, as near as I can remember, feemed to 
be fomewhat larger than an England fwan- 

The maids of honour often invited Glumdal^ 
ditch to their apartments, and defired ihe 
would bring me along with her, on purpofe 
to have the pleafure of feeing and touching 
me. They would often ftrip me naked from 
top to toe, and lay me at full length in their 
bofoms; wherewith I was much diigufled; 
bccaufe, to fay the truth, a very oiFenfive fmell 
came from their (kins ; which I do not men-* 
tion, or intend, to the difadvantage of thofb 
excellent ladies, for whom I have all manner 
of refped: \ but I conceive that my fenfe was 
more acute in proportion to my littlenefs, and 
that thofe illnftrious perfons were no more 
difagreeable to their lovers, or to each other, 
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than people of the fame quality are with us 
in England. And, after all, I found their na- 
tural fmcll was much more fupportable, than 
when they ufed perfumes, under which I im- 
mediately* fwooncd away. I cannot forget, 
that an intimate friend of mine in Lilliput took 
the freedom in a warm day, when I had ufed 
a good deal of exercife, to complain of a 
ftrong fmell about me, although I am as little 
faulty that way, as moft of my fex : but I 
fuppofe his faculty of fmelling was as nice 
witn regard to me, as mine was to that of 
this people. Upon this point I cannot forbear 
doing juftice to the queen my miftrefs, and 
Glumdalclitch my nurfe, whofe perfons were as 
fweet as thofe of any lady in England. 

That which gave me moft uneafinefs among 
thefc maids of honour (when my nurfe carried 
me to vifit them) was to fee them ufe me 
without any manner of ceremony, like a crea- 
ture who had no fort of confequcnce : for they 
would ftrip themfelves to the flcin, and put 
put on their fmocks in my prefence, while I 
was placed on their toy let, dircftly before 
their naked bodies, which I am fure to me 
was very far from being a tempting fight, or 
from giving me any other emotions, than 
thofe of horror and diiguft. Their Ikins ap- 
peared fo coarfe and uneven, fo varioufly co- 
loured, when I faw them near, with ^ mole 
here and there as broad as a trencher, and 
hairs hanging from it thicker than pack- 
threads, to fay nothing farther concerning the 

L 3 reft 
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reft of their pcrfons. Neither did they at all 
fcruple, while I was by, to difcharge what they 
had drank, to the quantity of at leaft two hog- 
^eads in a yeflel that held above three tuns. 
The handfomeft amongft thefe maids of honour, 
fi pleafant frolicfome girl of fix teen, would fome- 
times fet me aftridc upon one of her nipples, 
with many other tricks,, wherein the reader 
will excule yne for not being over particular. 
But I was fo much difpleafed, that I entreated 
Qlumdalclitcb to contrfve fome-excufe fpr not 
feeing that young lady any more. 

One day a young gentleman, who was ne- 
phew to my nurfe's governefs, came and prcf- 
fed them both to fee an execution. It was of 
a man, who had murdered one of that gen- 
tleman's intimate acquaintance. GlumdalcHicb 
was prevailed on to be of the company, very 
much againft her inclination, for fhe was na- 
turally tpnder-heartcd : and as for myfelf, al- 
though I abhorred fuch kind of fpedtacles, yet 
my curipfity tempted me to fee fomething, 
that I thought muft be extraordinary. The 
malefa(ftor was fixed in a chair upon a fcaf- 
fold erected for that purpofe, and his head cut 
pfF at one blow with a fword of about forty 
feet Iqng. The veins and arteries fpouted up 
fuch a prodigious quantity of blood, and fo 
high in the air, that the great Jett deau at 
Verfailks wag not equal for the time it laftedj; 
and the head, when it fell on the fcaffold 
floor, gave fuch a bounce as made me ftart, aU 
though I were at leaft half an engtijh mile diftant. 

The 
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The queen, who often ufed to hear me talk 
of my fea-voyages, and took all occafions to 
divert me when I was melancholy, alked me 
whether I underftood how to handle a fail or 
aa oar, and whether a little exercife of row-^ 
ing might not be convenient for my health? 
I anfweredy that I underftood both very well : 
for although my proper employment had been 
to be furgeon or dodor to the fhip, yet often 
upon a pinch I was forced to work like a com- 
mon mariner. But I could not fee how this 
could be done in their country, where the 
fmalleft wherry was equal to a firft-rate man 
of war among us, and fuch a boat as I could 
manage would never live in any of their ri- 
vers. Her majefty faid, if I would contrive a 
boat, her own joiner fhould make it, and (he 
would provide a place for me to fail in. The 
fellow was an ingenious workman, and by my 
inftruftions in ten days finifhed a pleafu re- 
boat, with all its tackling, able conveniently 
to hold eight europeans. When it was finifli- 
ed, the queen was fo delighted, that fhe ran 
with it in her lap to the king, who ordered 
it to be put in a ciftern full of water with 
me in it by way of trial ; where I could not 
manage my two fcuUs, or little oars, for want 
of room. But the queen had before contrived 
another proje<St. She ordered the joiner to 
.make a wooden trough of three hundred feet 
long, fifty broad, and eight deep ; which be-r 
ing well pitched, to prevent leaking, was 
placed on the floor along the wall in an outer 
h 4 room 
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room of the palace. It had a cock near the 
bottom to let out the water, when it began td 
grow ftale ; and two fervants could eafily fill 
it in half an hour. Here I often ufed to row 
for my own diverfion, as well as that of the 
queen and her ladies, who thought thcmfelvcs 
well entertained with my ikill and agility. 
Sometimes I would put up my fail, and then 
my bufinefs was only to fteer, while the la- 
dies gave me a gale with their fans ; and, 
when they were weary, fbme of their pages 
would blow my fail forward with their breath, 
while I (hewed my art by fleering ftarboard 
or larboard, as I pleafed. When I had done, 
Glumdalclitcb always carried back my boat into 
her clofet, and hung it on a nail to dry. 

In this exercife I once met an accident, 
which had like to have coft me my life : for, 
one of the pages having put my boat into the 
trough, the governefs, who attended Glumdal^ 
clitchi very officioufly lifted me up to place 
me in the boat, but I happened to flip 
through her fingers, and ftiould infallibly have 
fallen down forty feet upon the floor, if, by 
the luckieft chance in the world, I had not 
been flopped by a corking-pin that ftuck in 
the good gentlewoman's ftomacher ; the head 
■ of the pin pafll^d between my fliirt and the 
waiftband of my breeches, and thus I was 
held by the middle in the air, till Glumdal-- 
clitch ran to my relief. 

Another time, one of the fervants, whofe 

oflice it was to fill my trough every third day 

5 with 
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with frefti water, was fo carelefs to let a huge 
frog (not perceiving it) flip out of his pail. 
The frog lay concealed till I was put into my 
boat, but then feeing a refting- place climbed 
up, and made it lean fo much on one fide, 
that I was forced to balance it with all my 
weight on the other to prevent overturning. 
When the frog was got in, it hopped at once 
half the length of the boat, and then over my 
head, backwards and forwards, daubing my 
face and clothes with its odious flimc. The 
largenefs of its features made it appear the 
moft deformed animal that can be conceived. 
However, I defired Glumdalclitch to let me 
ded with it alone. I banged it a good while 
with one of my fculls, and at laft forced it to 
leap out of the boat. 

But the greateft danger I ever underwent in 
that kingdom, was from a monkey, who be- 
longed to one of the clerks of the kitchen. 
Glumdaklitcb had locked me up in her clofet, 
while fhe went fomewhcre upon buiinefs, or 
a vifit. The weather being very warm, the 
dofet-window was left open, as well as the 
windows and the door of my bigger box, in 
which I ufually lived, becaufe of its largenefs 
and conveniency. As I fat quietly meditating 
at my table, I heard fomething bounce in at 
the clofet-window, and fkip about from one 
fide to the other: whereat although I were 
much alarmed, yet I ventured to look out, but 
not ftirring from my feat ; and then I faw this 
frolicfome animal frifking and leaping up and 

down^ 
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down, till at laft he came to my box, which 
he feemcd to view with great pleafure and cu- 
ripfity, peeping in at the door and every win- 
dow. I retreated to the farther corner of my 
room, or box, but the monkey looking in at 
every fide put me into fuch a fright, that I 
wanted prefence of mind to conceal myfelf 
under the bed, as I might eafily have done. 
After fome tinie fpent in peeping, grinning, 
and chattering, he at lafl efpied me, and 
reaching one of his paws in at the door, as a 
cat does when /he plays with a moufe, al- 
though I often {hifted place to avoid him, he 
at length feized the lappet of my coat (which, 
being made of that country filk, was very 
thick and ftrong) and dragged me out. He 
took me up ih his right fore-^foot, and held 
me as a nurfe doea a child (he is going to 
fuckle, juft as 1 have fcen the fame fort of crea- 
ture do with a kitten in Europe : and when I of- 
fered to ftruggle, he fqueefed me fo hard, that 
I thought it more prudent to fubmit. I have 
good reafon to believe, that he took me for a 
young one of his own fpedcs, by ^is often 
rtroaking my face very gently with his other 
paw. In thefe diverfions he was interrupted 
by a noife at the clofet-door, as if fome body 
were opening it ; whereupon he fuddenly leap- 
ed up to the window, at which he had come 
in, and thence upon the leads and gutters, 
walking upon three legs, and holding me in 
the fourth, till h« clambered up to a roof that 
was n^xt to oyrs. I heard Glumdalclitcb give 

9 ihriek 
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'p, fiiriek at the moment he was carrying mc 
out. The poor girl was almoft diftraSed: 
that quarter of the palace was all in an uproar; 
the fctvants ran for ladders ; the monkey was 
feen by hundreds in the court, fitting upon 
the ridge of a building, holding me like a ba- 
by in one of his fore-paws, and feeding mc 
with the other, by cramming into my mouth 
fome vidluals he had fqueefed out of the bag 
pn one fide of his chaps, and patting me when 
I w6uld not eat ; whereat many of the rabble 
below could not forbear laughing ; neither do 
J think they juftly ought to be blamed, for 
without queftion the fight was ridiculous e- 
4iough to every body but myfelf. Some of 
the people threw up ftones, hoping to drive 
the monkey down ; but this was ftridtly for- 
bidden, or elfe very probably my brains had 
been dafhed out. 

The ladders were now applied, and mount- 
zed by feveral men, which the monkey obferv- 
ing, and finding himfclf almoft encompafled ; 
not being able to make fpeed enough with 
Jiis three legs, let me drop on a ridge tyle, 
and made his efcape. Here I fat for fome 
jtime, five hundred yards from the ground, 
cxpefting every moment to be blown down by 
the wind, or to fall by my own giddinefs, and 
come tumbling over and over from the ridge 
to the eves : but an honeft lad, one of niy 
nurfe's footmen, climbed up, and putting 'me 
into his breeches-pocket brought me down 
^afe, 

I was 
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I was almoft choaked with the filthy flliff 
the monkey had crammed down my throat) 
but my dear little nurfe picked it out of my 
mouth with a fmall needle, and then I fell a 
vomiting, which gave me great relief. Yet I 
was fo weak, and bruifed in the fides with the 
fqueezes given me by this odious animal, that 
I was forced to keep my bed a fortnight. 
The king, queen, and all the court, fent every 
day to enquire after my health, and her ma- 
jefty made ipe feveral vifits during my fick- 
ncfs. The monkey was killed, and an order 
made that no fuch animal fhould be kept a« 
bout the palace. 

When I attended the king after my recovery 
to return him thanks for his favours, he was 
pleafed to rally me a good deal upon this adf 
venture. He afked me, what my thoughts 
and fpeculations were while I lay in the tnon^ 
key's paw; how I liked the viftuals he gave me; 
his manner of feeding ; and whether the frefh 
air on the roof had (harpened my ftomach. 
He defired to know, what I would have done 
upon fuch an occafion in my own country. I 
told his majefty, that in Europe we had no 
monkies, except fuch as were brought for 
curiofities from other places, and fo fmallj, 
that I could deal with a dozen of them to- 
gether, if they prefumed to attack me. And 
as for that monftrous animal with whom I 
was fo lately engaged (it was indeed as large as 
an elephant) if my fears had fuffered me to 
think fo far as to make ufe of my hanger 

(looking 
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(looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon 
the hilt, as I Ipoke) when he poked his paw 
into my chamber, perhaps I fhoiild have gi«- 
ven him fuch a wound, as would have made 
him glad to withdraw it with more hafte than 
he put it in^ This I delivered in a firm 
tone, like a perfon who was jealous left his 
courage (hould be called in queftion. How- 
ever, my fpeech produced nothing elfc befides 
a loud laughter, which all the relped; due to 
his majefty from thofe about him could not 
make them contain. This made me refledt^ 
how vain an attempt it is for a man to endea- 
vour to do himfelf honour among thofe, who 
are out of all degree of equality or compari- 
fon with him. And yet I have feen the mo- 
ral of my own behaviour very frequent in 
England fince my return, where a little con- 
temptible varlet, without the leaft title to 
birth, perfon, wit, or common fenfe, fhall 
prefume to look with importance, and put 
nimfelf upon a foot with the greateft perfons 
of the kingdom. 

I was every day furnifliing the court with 
fome ridiculous ftory ; and Glumdalclitch, al- 
though fhe loved me to exccfs, yet was arch 
enough to inform the queen, whenever I 
committed any folly that fhe thought would 
be diverting to her majefty. The girl, who 
had been out of order, was carried by her 
govemefs to take the air about an hour's dif- 
tance, or thirty miles from town. They a- 
iighted out of the coach near a fmall foot- 
path 
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path in a field, and Glumdalclitcb fettlng dowri 
jny travelling- box, I went out of it to walk; 
There was a cow-dung in the path, and \ 
mull need try my adtivity by attempting Xa 
leap over it* I took a run, but unfortunately 
jumped fhort, and found myfelf juft in the 
middle up to my knees. I waded through 
with fomc difficulty, and one of the footmeit 
wiped me as clean as he could with his hand* 
kerchief J for I was filthily bemired, and my 
nurfe confined me to my box^ till we return- 
ed home ; where the queen was foon informed 
of what had pafi^ed, and the footmen fpr^ad if 
about the court ; fo that all the mirth for fomtf 
days was at my cxpence. 

CHAP. VP. 

Several contrivances of the author to pleafe tbi 
king and queen. He Jhews his Jktll in mujic. 
The king enquires into the Jiate of England, 
nvhtch the author relates to him. l^he kings 
cbfervations thereon. 

IUfed to attend the king's levee once or twice 
a week, and had often feen him under the 
barber's hand, which indeed was at firft very 

terrible 

• In this chapter he gives an count of no country bat Eng" 

account of the political flate of land : it is however a millake 

Eur opt. Orrery. to which any commentator would 

1 his is a miftake of the no- *havc been liable, who had read 

hie commentator, for GtdU<vtr little more than the titles or 

kas here given a political ac- contents of the chapters, into 

which 



TO BROBDINGNAG. 159 

terrible to behold : for the razor was almoft 
twice as long as an ordinary fcythe. His ma- 
jcfly, according to the euftom of the country, 
was only (havcd twice a week. I once pre- 
vailed on the barber to give me fome of the 
fuds or lather, out of which I picked forty or 
fifty of the ftrongeft ftumps of hair. I then 
took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like the 
back of a comb, making feveral holes in it 
at equal diflance with as fmall a needle as I 
could get from Glumdaklitcb. I fixed in the 
ftumps fo artificially, fcraping and Hoping them 
with my knife towards the points, that I 
made a very tolerable comb; which was a fea- 
fonable fupply, my own being fo much broken 
in the teeth, that it was almoft ufelcfs : nei- 
ther did I know any artift in that country fa 
nice and exaft, as would undertake to make 
me another. 

And this puts me in mind of an amufement^ 
wherein I fpent many of my leifure hours. 1 
defired the queen's woman to fave for me the 
combings of her majefty's hair, whereof in 
time I got a good quantity, and confulting with 
* my friend the cabinet-maker, who had received 
general orders to do little jobbs for me, I di- 
reded him to make two chair-frames, no 
larger than thofe I had in my box, and then 
*to bore little holes with a fine awl round thofe 
parts where I defigned the backs and feats > 

which this work is divided ; for tions been printed in the title 
the word Europe has in ibme of this chapter inllcad of Emg'^ 
Emglifi>^ aod all the Irijh^ edi* UnJ. 

through 
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through thcfe holes I wove the flrongeft hairs 
I could pick out, juft after the manner of 
cane- chairs in England. When they were 
finiihed» I made a.prefent of them to her ma^ 
jefly^ who kept them in her cabinet, and ufed 
to (hew them for curiofities, as indeed they 
were the wonder of every one that beheld 
them. The queen would have had me fit 
Upon one of thefc chairs, but I abfolutely re** 
fufed to obey her, protefting I would rather 
die a thoufand deaths than place a difhonour^ 
able part of my body on thofe precious hairs, 
that once adorned her majefty's head. Of 
thefc hairs (as 1 had always a mechanical ge- 
nius) I likewife made a neat little purfe about 
five feet long, with her majefty's name decy»- 
phered in gold letters, which I gave to Oium*^ 
dalclitcb by the queen's confent. To fay the 
truth, it was more for fhew than ufe, being 
not of ftrength to bear the weight of the lar- 
ger coins, and therefore Ihe kept nothing in 
it but fome little toys that girls are fond of. 

The king, who delighted in mufic, had fre- 
quent concerts at court, to which I was fome- 
times carried, and fet in my box on a table to 
hear them : but the noife was fo great, that I 
could hardly diftinguifli the tunes. I am con- 
fident, that all the drums and trumpets of a 
royal army, beating and founding together juft 
at your ears, could not equal it. My practice 
was to have my box removed from the place 
where the performers fat, as far as I could, 
then to fliut the doors and windows of it, 

and 
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ifthd ciraw the windoW-curtains ; after which 
I found their mufic not difagrccable. 

I had learned in my youth to play a little 
Upon the fpinet. Glumdaiclitcb kept one in 
her chamber, and a mafter attended twice a 
week to teach her t I called it a fpinet^ be- 
caufe it fomewhat refembled that inftfument^ 
and was played upon in the fame manner, A 
fancy came into my head, that I would enter- 
tain the king and queen with an Englijh tune 
lipon this inftrument. But this appeared ex- 
tremely difficult : for the fpinet was near fix- 
ty feet long, each key being almoft a foot 
wide, (o that with my arms extended I could 
liot reach to above five keys^ and to prefs them 
down required a good fmart ftroak with my 
fift, which would be too great a labour, and 
to ho pUrpofe, The method I contrived was 
this : I prepared two round fticks about the 
bignefs of common cudgels ; they were thick- 
er at one end than the other, and I covered 
the thicker ends with a piece of a moufe's 
Ikin, that by rapping on them, I might nei- 
ther damage the tops of the keys, nor inter- 
rupt the found. Before the fpinet a bench 
was placed about four feet below the keys^ 
and I was put upon the bench* I ran fide- 
ling upon it that way and this, as faft as I 
could, banging the proper keys with my two 
fticks, and made a fhift to play a jigg to the 
great fatisfa<ftion of both their majefties * but 
it was the moft violent excrcife I ever under- 
went, andyet I coujdiiot ftfike above fixteen 
Vol.11. M keys. 
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keys, nor confequently play the bafs and tre* 
ble together, as other artifts do ; which wa$ a 
great difadvantage to my performance. 

The king, who, as I before obferved, was 
a prince of excellent underftanding, would fre* 
quently order that I fhould be brought in my 
box, and fet upon the table in his clofet : he 
would then command me to bring one of my 
chairs out of the box, and fit down within 
three yards diftance upon the top of the ca- 
binet, which brought me almod to a level with 
his face. In this manner I had feveral converfa- 
tions with him. I one day took the freedom 
to tell his majefty, that the contempt he dif- 
covered towards Europe, and the reft of the 
world, did not feem anfwerable to thofe ex- 
cellent qualities of mind, that he was mailer 
of: that reafon did not extend itfelf with the 
bulk of the body ; on the contrary, we ob- 
ferved in our country, that the tallcft perfbns 
were ufually lead provided with it: that a- 
mong other animals^ bees and ants had the re- 
putation of more induftry, art, and fagacity, 
than many of the larger kinds ; and that, as 
inconfiderable as he took me- to be, I hoped 
I might live to do his m?jeily fome fignal fer- 
vice. The king heard me with attention, and 
began to conceive a much better opinion of 
me than he had ever before. He dcfired I 
would give him as cxaft an account of the go- 
vernment' of Englandy as I poflibly could; 
becaufc, as fond as princes commonly arc of 
their own cuftoms (for fo he conjectured of 

other 
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C>ther llionarchs by my former difcourfes) he 
fliottld be glad to hear of any thing that might 
deferve imitation. 

Imagitie with thyfelf^ courteous redder^ ho^is^ 
often I then wiihed for the tongue of De^ 
mqftbenei or Cicero, that might have enabled 
me to celebrate the praife of my own dear 
native country in a ftyle equal to its merits and 
■felicityi 

I begaii my difcourfe by informing his ma* 
jefty, that our dominions confifled of two 
iflands, which compofed three mighty king- 
doms under one fovereign, befides our planta- 
tions in America. I dwelt long upon the fer-t 
tility of our foil> and the temperature of ouf 
climate. I then fpoke at large upon the con-** 
ftitution of an Engllfh parliament, partly made 
tip of sin illuftrious body called the houfe of 
peers^ perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the 
moft antient and ample patrimonies.. I de-« 
fcribed that extraordinary care always taken of 
their education in arts and arms to qualify 
them for being counfellors both to the king 
and kingdom ; to have a (hare in the legifla- 
tare j to be members of the higheft court of 
judicature, from whence there could be no ap- 
peal j and to be champions always ready for 
the defence of their prince and country, by 
their valour^ conduct, and fidelity. That thefe 
were the ornament and bulwark of the king- 
dom, worthy followers of their moft renown- 
ed anceftors, whofe honour had been the re* 
ward of their virtue, from which their poftc^ 

M 2 rity 
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rity were never once known to degenerate^ 
To thefe were joined feveral holy perfons as 
part of that aflembly under the title of bi- 
Ihops, whofe peculiar bufinefs it is to take 
care of religion, and of thofe who inftrud: the 
people therein. Thefe were fearchcd and. 
fought out through the whole nation, by the 
prince and his wifefl counfellors among fuch 
of the priefthood, as were moft defervedly di- 
ftinguifhed by the faridlity of their lives, and 
the depth of their erudition, who were indeed 
the fpiritual fathers of the clergy and the 
people. 

That the other part of the parliament con- 
fided of an aflembly called the houfe of com- 
mons, who were all principal gentlemen, freely 
picked and culled out by the people them- 
felves, for their great abilities and love of their 
country, to reprefent the wifdom of the whole 
nation. And that thefe two bodies made up 
the moft auguft aflembly in Europe^ to whom 
in conjunftion with the prince the whole legif- 
lature is committed. 

I then defcended to the courts of juftice^ 
over which the judges, thofe venerable fages 
and interpreters of the law, prefided for de- 
termining the difputed rights and properties 
of men, as well as for the puniflimentof vice^ 
and protedtion of innocence. I mentioned the 
prudent management of our treafury, the va- 
lour and atchievements of our forces by fea 
and land. I computed the number o|' our 
people, by reckoning how many millions there 

might 
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tnight be of each religiouB fedt, or political 
party among us. I did not omit even our 
fports and paftimes, or any other particular, 
which I thought might redound to the honour 
of my country. And I finifhed all with a 
brief hiftorical account of affairs and events 
in Bsngland for about an hundred years pad. 

This converfation was not ended under five 
audiences, each of feveral hours ; and the 
king heard the whole with great attention, 
frequently taking notes of what I fpoke, as 
well as memorandums of what queftions he 
intended to afk me. 

When I had put art end to thefe long dlf- 
courfes, his majefty in a fixth audience con- 
fulting his notes propofed many doubts, que- 
ries and objections upon every article. He 
aflced what methods were ufed to cultivate the 
minds and bodies of our young nobility, and 
in what kind of bufinefs they commonly fpent 
the firft and teachable part of their lives. 
What courfe was taken to fupply that aflTcm- 
bly when any noble family became extinft. 
What qualifications were neceffary in thofe, 
who are to be created new lords : whether the 
humour of the prince, a fum of money to a 
court lady or a prime minifter, or a defign of 
ftrcngthening a party oppofite to the public 
intcreft, ever happened to be motives in thofe 
advancements. What (hare of knowledge thefe 
lords had in the laws of their country, and 
how they came by it, fo as to enable them to 
decide the properties of their fcUow-fubjedls in 

M 3 the 
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the laft rcfort. Whether they were al«ravs fa 
free from avarice, partialities, or want, that 4 
bribe or fome other finiftcr view could have no 
place among them. Whether thofc holy lords 
I fpoke of wcrp always proipoted to that rank 
vpon account of their knowledge in religious 
inatters, and the fanftity of their lives 1 had 
never been compilers with the times while they 
were common priefts, or flavifli proflitute chap? 
lains to fome nobleman, whofc opinions they 
continued fervilely to follow after they were 
admitted into that alTembly* 

He then defircd to know, what arts were 
praftifed in elefting thofe whom I called com- 
moners : whether a ftrangcr with a ftrong purfe 
might not influence the vulgar voters to chufe 
him before their own landlord, or the moft 
confiderable gentleman in the neighbourhood. 
How it came to pafs» that people were fo vior 
lently bent upon getting into this affembly, 
which I allowed to be a great trouble and ex-- 
pence, often to the ruin of their families, with- 
out any falary or penfion ; becaufe this appeared 
fuch an exalted flrain of virtue and public 
(pirit, that his majpfty fcemed to doubt it 
might poflSbly riot be always fincere : and he 
defired to know, whether fqch jealous gentle- 
men could have any views of refunding them- 
felves for the charges and trouble they wcrp 
at, by facrificing the public good to the de- 
signs of a weak and vicious prince in conjunc* 
tion with a corrupted miruftry. He multi^ 
plied his queflions, and fifted me thoroughly 

upon 
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upon every part of this head, propofing num- 
berlefs enquiries and obje£tions> which I think 
it not prudent or convenient to repeat* 

Upon what I faid in relation to our courts 
i>f juftice, his majefty defired to be fatisfied in 
feveral points : and this I was the better able 
to do, having been formerly almofl ruined by 
a long fuit in chancery, which was decreed for 
me with cofts. He afked what time was ufu- 
ally fpent in determining between right and 
wrong, and what degree of expence. Whe- 
ther advocates and orators had liberty to plead 
in caufes manifefUy known to be unjuft, vexa«- 
tious, or opprellivc. Whether party in reli- 
gion or politics were obferved to be of any 
weight in the fcale of juftice. Whether thole 
pleading orators were jperfons educated in the 
general knowledge of equity, or only in pro- 
vincial, national, and other local cufloms. 
Whether they or their judges had any part in 
penning thofe laws, which they affumed the 
liberty of interpreting and gloffing upon at 
their pleafure. Whether they had ever at dif- 
ferent times pleaded for and againft the fame 
caufe, and cited precedents to prove contrary 
opinions. Whether they were a rich or a poor 
corporation. Whether they received any pecuni- 
ary reward for pleading or delivering their opi- 
nions. And particularly, whether they were 
ever admitted as members in the lower fenate. 

He fell next upon the management .of our 
treafury; and faid, he thought my memory 
had failed me^ becaufe I computed our taxes 

M4 at 
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at about five or fix millions a year, and^ when 
I came to mention the iflfues, he found they 
fometimes amounted to more than double i 
for the notes he had taken were very particu- 
lar in this point, becaufe he hoped, as he told 
me, that the knowledge of our conduct might 
be ufeful to him, and he could not be deceiv- 
ed in his calculations. But, if what I told 
him were true, he was ftill at a lofs how a 
kingdom could run out of its eftate like a pri- 
vate perfon. He alked me, who were our 
creditors ; and where we found money to pay 
them. He wondered to hear me talk of fuch 
chargeable and expenfive wars ; that certainly 
we muft be a quarr.elfome people, or live a?* 
mong very bad neighbours, and that our ge- 
nerals mufl needs be richer than our kings. 
He afkcd what bufinefs we had out of our 
oun iflands, unlefs upon the fcore of trade or 
treaty, or to defend the coaAs with our fleet. 
Above all, he was amazed to hear me talk qf 
a mercenary ftanding army in the midll of 
peace, and among a Tree people. He faid, if 
we were governed by our own confent in the 
perfons of our reprefentatives, he could not 
imagine of whom we were afraid, or againft 
whom we were to fight ; and would hear my 
opinion, whether a private man's houfe might 
not better be defended by himfelf, his children, 
and family, than by half a dozen rafcals pick- 
ed up at a venture in the ftreets for fmall wa- 
ges, who might get an hundred time? more by 
putting their throats^ 

He 
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He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic 
(as he was pleafed to call it) in reckoning the 
nuoiibers of our people by a computation drawn 
from the fevcral feiSs among us in religion and 
politics. He faid, he knew no reafon why 
thofcj who entertain opinions prejudicial to 
the public, fliould be obliged to change, or 
ihould not be obliged to conceal them. And 
as it was tyranny in any government to require 
the firft, fo it was weaknefs not to enforce the 
fecond : for a man may be allowed to keep 
poifons in his clofet, but not to vend them 
about for cordials. 

He obferved, that among the diverfions of 
our nobility and gentry I had mentioned gam- 
ing : he defired to know at what age this en- 
tertainment was ufually taken up, and when it 
was laid down ; how much of their time it 
employed : whether it ever went fo high as to 
affeA their fortunes : whether mean vicious 
people by their dexterity in that art might not 
arrive at great riches, and fometimes keep our 
very nobles in dependance, as well as habitu- 
?ite them to vile companions, wholly take them 
from the improvement of their minds, and 
force them by the loflcs they received to learn 
and.pra&ife that infamous dexterity upon o--^ 
thers. 

He was pcrfcftly aftonifhed with the hifto- 
rical account I gave him of our affairs during 
the laft century, protcfting it was only a heap 
of confpiracies, rebellions, murders, maffacres, 
revolutions, bapiihmepts, the very worfl cffeils 
5 ^hat 
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that avarice, fadlion, hypocrify, perfidloufhef^ 
craelty, rage, madnefs, hatred, envy, luft, 
malice, and ambition could produce. 

Hi6 majefly in another audience was at the 
pains to recapitulate the fum of all I had 
fpoken ; compared the queftions he made with 
the anfwers I had given ; then taking me into 
his hands, and flroaking me gently, delivered 
himfelf in thefe words, which I ihall never 
forget, nor the manner he fpoke them in : My 
little friend Grildrigy you have made a moft 
admirable panegyric upon your country ; you 
have clearly proved, that ignorance, idlenefs, 
and vice are the proper ingredients for qualin 
fying a legiflator \ that laws afe heft explained, 
interpreted, and applied by thofe whofe intc- 
reft and abilities lie in perverting, confound- 
ing, and eluding them, I obferve among you 
ibme lines of an inflitution, which in its ori- 
ginal might have been tolerable, but thefe half 
erafed, and the reft wholly blurred and blotted 
by corruptions. It doth not appear from aU you 
have faid, how any one perfedlion is required to- 
ward the procurement of any one flation among 
you; much lefs, that men are ennobled on ac- 
count of their virtue, that priefts are advanc- 
ed for their piety or learning, foldiers for their 
conduft or valour, judges for their integrity, 
fcnators for the love of their country, or coun- 
fellors for their wifdom. As for ydurfelf, con- 
tinued the king, who have fpent the greateft 
. part of your life in travelling, I am well dif- 
pofed to hope you may hitherto have efcaped 

n^any 
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iTiaoy vices of your country. But by what I 
have gathered from your own relation, and the 
anfwers I have with much pains wringed and 
extorted firom you> I cannot but conclude the. 
' bulk of your natives to be the moil pernicious 
* race of little odious vermin, that nature ever 
buffered to crawl upon the furface of the earth. 

CHAP. VIL 

^be author's love of bis country. He makes a 
fropofal of much advantage to the king^ wbicb 
is reje&ed. The king's great ignorance in po^ 
litics. l^be learning of tbat country very im-- 
ferfeB and confined. The lafivs, andnulitdry 
affairSf and parties in tbefiate. 

NOTHING but an extreme love of truth 
could have hindered me from concealing 
this part of my ftory. It was in vain to dif-* 
cover my rcfentments, which were always 
turned into ridicule ; and I was forced to reft 
with patience, while my noble and belov- 
ed country was fo injurioufly treated. I am 
as heartily forry as any of my readers can pof-- 
iibly be, that fuch an occafion was given : but 
this prince happened to be fo curious and in* 
quifitive. upon every particular, that it could 
not confift either with gratitude or good.maq- 
ners to refufe giving him what fatisfadion I 
was able. Yet thus much I may be allowed 
to fay in my own vindication^ That I artfully 
eluded many of his queftions, and gave to 

every 
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every point a more favourable turn by many 
degrees than the ftridknefs of truth would al- 
low. For I have always borne that laudable 
partiality to my own country, which Dior^m 
Halicarnajfenjis with fo much juftice recom- 
mends to an hiflorian : I would hide the frail- 
ties and deformities of my political motheri 
and place her virtues and beauties in the moft 
advantageous light. This was my fincere en- 
deavour in thofe many difcourfes I had with 
that monarch, although it unfortunately failed 
of fuccefs. 

But great allowances fhould be given to a 
king, who lives wholly fccluded from the reft- 
of the world, and muft therefore be altogether 
unacquainted with the manners and cuftoms 
that moft prevail in other nations : the want 
of which knowledge will ever produce many 
prejudices, and a certain narrownefs of tJbmiing, 
from which we and the politer countries of 
Europe are wholly exempted. And it would 
be hard indeed, if fo remote a prince's notions 
of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ftan- 
dard for all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now feid, and fur- 
ther to (hew the miferable effcfts of a confined 
education^ I fliall here iiifert a paffage which 
will hardly obtain belief. In hopes to ingra- 
tiate myfelf farther into his majefty*s favour, 
I told him of an invention difcovered between 
three and four hundred years ago to make a 
certain powder, into an heap of which the 
fmalleft fpark of fire falling would kindle the 

whole 
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whole in a moment, although it were as big 
as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the 
air together, with a noife and agitation greater 
than thunder. That a proper quantity of this 
powder rammed into an hollow tube of brafs or 
iron, according to its bignefs, would drive a ball 
of iron or lead with fuch violence and fpeed, as 
nothing was able to fuftain its force. That the 
largeft balls thus difcharged would not only de- 
ftroy whole ranks of an army at once, but batter 
the ftrongeft walls to the ground, fink down (hips, 
with a thoufand men in each, to the bottom 
of the fea ; and, when linked together by a 
chain, would cut through mads and rigging, 
divide hundreds of bodies in the middle, and 
lay all wafte before them. That we often put 
this powder into large hollow balls of iron, 
and difcharged them by an engine into fome 
city we were befieging, which would rip up 
the pavements, tear the houfes to pieces, burft 
and throw fplinters on every fide, daftiing out 
the brains of all who came near. That I 
knew the ingredients very well, which were 
cheap and common ; I underftood the manner 
of compounding them, and could diredl his 
workmen how to make thofe tubes of a fize pro- 
portionable to all other things in his majefl:y*s 
kingdom, and the largeft need not be above 
an hundred feet long; twenty or thirty of 
which tubes, charged with the proper quanti- 
ty of powder and balls, would batter down 
the walls of the ftrongeft town in his domi- 
nions in a few hours, or deftroy the whole 

metropolis. 
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metropolis, if ever it (hould pretend to Alt* 
pute his abfolute commands. .This I humbly 
offered to his majefty^ as a foiall tribute of 
acknowledgment in return of fo mzny marb 
that I had received of his royal favour and pro«< 
tcftion. 

The king was ftruck with horfor at the dc* 
fcription I had given of thofe terrible engines^ 
and the propofal 1 had made. Me was amaz-* 
ed, how fo impotent and groveling an infed 
as I (thefe were his expreflions) could enter- 
tain fuch inhuman ideas, and in fo familiar a 
manner, as to appear wholly unmoved at all 
the fcenes of blood and defolation» which I 
had painted as the common effeds of thofe 
deftrudtive machines, whereof he faid fome 
evil genius, enemy to mankind, mud have 
been the firft contriver. As for himfelf, he pro- 
tefted, that although few things delighted him 
fo much as new difcoveries in art or in na- 
ture, yet he would rather lofe half his king^ 
dom, than be privy to fuch a fecret, which he 
commanded me, as I valued my life» never to 
mention any more. 

A ftrange efFedl of narrow principles znA/hort 
views ! that a prince poflcffed of every quality 
which procures veneration, love, and efteem; 
of flrong parts, great wifdom, and profound 
learning, endowed with admirable talents for 
government, and almoft adored by his fubjeds, 
ihould from a nice unneceffary fcrupkj whereof 
in 'Europe we can have no conception, let flip 
an opportunity put into his hands, that would 

have 
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have made him abfolute mafter of the lives, 
the liberties, and the fortunes of his people. 
Neither do I fay this with the lead intention 
to detrad; from the niany virtues of that excel- 
lent kingp vrhpfc character I am fcnfible will 
on this account be very much leffened in the 
opinion of an Englijh reader : but I take this 
defed among them to have rifcn from their ig- 
norance, by not having hitherto reduced poli- 
tics into a fcience, as the more acute wits of 
Europehzv^ done. For I remember very well 
in a difcourfe one day with the king, when I 
happened to fay there were feveral thoufand 
books among us written upon the art of go^ 
'uemment^ it gave him (diredly contrary to my 
intention) a very mean opinion of our under- 
ftandings. He profefled both to abominate 
and defpife all myjiery^ refinement, and intrigue^ 
cither in, a prince or a minifter. He could not 
tell what I meant hyfecrets ofjiate, where an 
enemy, or fome rival nation, were not in the 
cafe. He confined the knowledge of govern- 
ing within very narrow bounds, to common 
fenfe and reafon, to juflice and lenity, to the 
ipeedy determination of civil and criminal 
caufes I with fome other obvious topics, which 
are not worth confidering. And he gave it for 
his opinion, that whoever could make two ears 
of corn, or two blades of grafs, to grow upon 
a fpot of ground where only one grew before, 
would defervc better of mankind, and do more 
elTential fervice to his country, than the whole 
race of politicians put together* 

The 



J76 A VOYAGfi . 

The learning of this people is very defcftivc, 
confiding only in morality, hiftory, poetry^ 
and ma,thematics, wherein they muft be al- 
lowed to excel. But the laft of thefe is whol- 
ly applied to what maybe ufeful in life, to 
the improvement of agriculture, and all me- 
chanical arts ; fo that among us it would be 
little cfteemed. And as to ideas, entities, ab- 
flradtions, and tranfcendentals, I could never 
drive the leaft conception into their heads* 

No law of that country muft exceed in 
words the number of letters in their alphabet, 
which confifts only in two and twenty. But 
indeed few of them extend even to that length. 
They are exprefled in the moft plain and Am- 
ple terms, wherein thofe people are not mer- 
curial enough to difcover above one interpreta- 
tion: and to write a comment upon any law 
is a capital crime. As to the decifion of 
civil caufcs, or proceedings againft criminals^ 
their precedents are fo few, that they have lit- 
tle reafon to boaft of any extraordinary {kill in 
cither. 

They have had the art of printing, as well 
as the ciine/e, time out of mind : but their li- 
braries are not very large ; for that of the king, 
which is reckoned the largeft, doth not a- 
mount to above a thoufand volumes placed in 
a gallery of twelve hundred feet long, from 
whence I had liberty to borrow what books I 
pleafed. The queen's joiner had contrived in 
one of Glumdalclitcb's rooms a kind of wooden 
machine five and tvventv feet high, formed 

like 
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iikc a ftanding ladder, the fteps were each fifty 
fctt long: it was indeed a moveable pair. of 
flairs, the loweft end placed at teri feet dif- 
tance from the wall of the chamber^ The 
book I had a mind to fead was put up lean- 
ing againft the wall * I firft mounted to the 
upper ftep of the ladder* and tiirning my face 
towards the book, began at the top of the 
page, and fo walking to the fight and left a^ 
bout eight or ten paces, according to the 
length of the lines, till I had gotten a little 
below the level of mine eyes^ and then de- 
fcending gradually till t came to the bottom l 
after which I nK)unted again, and began the 
other page in the fame manner, and fo turned 
over the leaf^ which I could eafily do with 
both my hands> for it was as thick and fliff as 
a pafle-board, and in the largefl folios not a-* 
bovc eighteen or twenty feet long* 

Their (lyle is clear, mafculine^ and fmooth* 
but not florid; for they avoid nothing more 
than multiplying unneceflary words, or lifing 
various expreflionSi I have pefufed many of 
their books, efpecially thofe in hiftory and 
morality* Among the reft, I was much di->* 
verted with a little old treatife, which always 
lay in Glumda/ciitcb's bed'^chamber> and be-^ 
longed to her govcrnefs, a grave elderly gen- 
tlewoman, who dealt in writings of morality 
and devotion. The book treats of the weak- 
nefs of human kind, and is in little efteem, 
except among the women and tht vulgar. 
However, I was curious to fee what an author 

Vol. XL N of 
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of that country could fay upon fuch a fubjcd. 
This writer went through all the ufual topics 
of europecin moralifts> (hewing how diminu- 
tive, contemptible^ and helplefs an animal was 
man in his own nature ; how unable to defend 
himfelf from inclemencies of the air, or the 
fury of wild hearts : how much he was excel- 
led by one creature in llrength, by another in 
fpeed, by a third in forefight, by a fourth in 
induflry. He added, that nature was dege- 
nerated in (hefe latter declining ages of the 
world, and could now produce only fmall abor-^ 
tive births, in comparifon of thoie in antient 
times. He faid, it was very reafonablc to 
think, not only that the fpecies of men were 
originally much larger, but alfo that there 
muft have been giants in former ages; which, 
as it is afferted by hiAory and tradition, fo it 
hath been confirmed by huge bones and fkuUi 
cafually dug up in feveral parts of the king- 
dom, far exceeding the common dwindled race 
of man in our days. He arguedr that the very 
Taws of nature abfohitely required we fliould 
have been made in the beginning of a fize 
more large and robuft, not fi> liable to deftruc^ 
tion from every little accident of a tile falling 
from an heufe, or a ilone caft from the hand 
of a boy, or beins drowned in a little brook. 
From this v^ray otreafoning, the author drew 
feveral moral applications ufefui in the eondud 
ef life, but needlefs here to- repeat. For my 
own part, I could not avoid reftedting how 
ttoiverfally this talent was fpreadr of drawing 
5 k^ures 
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Ic&ures in morality^ or indeed rather matter 
of difcontent and repining, from the quarrels 
we raife with nature. And I believe, upon a 
ftridt enquiry thofe quarrels ihight be (hewn as 
ill-grounded among us^ as they are among that 
})eople •. 

As to their military affairs, they boaft that 
the king's army confifts of an hundred and fc^ 
venty-fix thoufand foot, and thirty- two thou- 
fand horfe : if that may be called an army, 
which is made up of tradefmen in the feveral 
4citie$, and farmers in the country, whofe 
<X)mmanders are only the nobility and gentry 
without pay or reward. They arc indeed per- 
£tA enough in their exercifes, and under very 
good difcipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; 
for how fliould it be otherwife, where every 
farmer is under the command of his own land- 
lord, and every citizen under that of the prin- 
cipal men in his own city, choien after the 
manner of Fesioe by ia/lot ? 

I have often feen the militia of X^r^ici^n^ 
drawn out to exercife in a great field near the 
the city of twenty miles fquarc. They were 
in dl not above twenty-*five thoufand foot, and 
fix thoufand horfe ; but it was impofilble for me 
to compute their number, coniidering the fpace 
of ground they took up. A cavalier, mount* 

* The author's zeal to juflify ing, that the complaintf upon 

providence has before been re- which they are founded would ht 

marked ; and theie quarrels with equally fp«cious among beings of 

nature^ or in other words with fuchaftoniihingfuperiority ofila- 

Cod* could not have been more tore and (iien^. 
forcibly lepioved than by ihew* 
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cd on a large ftccd, might be about nirrcty feet 
high. I have feen this whole body of horfc, 
upon a word of command^ draw their fwords 
at once^ and brandifh then! in the air. Ima- 
gination can figure nothing fo grand^ fo fur- 
prifing, and fo aftonifliing ! it looked as if ten 
thoufand flafhes of lightning were darting at 
the fame time from every quarter of the fky. 

I was curious to know how this prince, to 
whofe dominions there is no accefs from any 
other country, came to think of armies, or to 
teach his people the praftice of military difd- 
pline. But I was foon informed both by con- 
verfation and reading their hiftories : for in 
the courfe of many ages they have been trou- 
bled with the fame difeafe to which the whole 
race of mankind is fubjeft ; the nobility often 
contending for power, the people for Hberty, 
and the king for abfolute dominion. AU 
which, however happily tempered by the laws 
of that kingdom, have been fometimes vio- 
kted by ieach of the three parties, and have 
more than once occafioned civil wars, the laft 
whereof was happily put an end to by this 
prince's grandfather in a general compofition ; 
and the militia, then fettled with common 
confent, hath been ever fince kept in the ftridteft 
duty. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

7he king and queen make a progrefs to the fron- 
tiers, ^he author attends them. The man- 
ner in which be leaves the country very parti^ 
cularfy related. He returns to England. 

I Had always a (Irong impulfe^ that I fliould 
fomc time recover my liberty, though it 
was impoflible to conjecture by what means, 
or to form any projedt with the leaft hope of 
fucceeding. The fliip in which I failed was 
the firft ever known to be driven within light 
of that coaft, and the king had given flridt 
orders, that if at any time another appeared, 
it (hould be taken afhore, and with all its crew 
and paiTengers brought in a tumbril to Lor^ 
brulgrud. He was ftrongly bent to get me a 
woman of my own fize, by whom I might 
propagate the breed : but I think I (hould ra- 
ther have died, than undergone the difgrace of 
leaving a pofterity to be kept in cages like tame 
canary birds, and perhaps in time fold about 
the kingdom to perfons of quality for curiofi- 
tics. I was indeed treated with much kind- 
nefs : I was the favourite of a great king and 
queen, and the delight of the whole court ; 
but it was upon fuch a foot, as ill became the 
dignity of human kind. I could never forget 
thofe domeftic pledges I had left behind me. 
I wanted to be among people with whom I 
could converfe upon^ven terms, and walk a« 
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bout the ftrccts and fields, without being afraid 
of being trod to death like a frog, or a young 
puppy. But my deliverance came fooner than 
I expedted, and in a manner not very com*^ 
mon : the whole ftory and circumftances of 
which I (hall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this coiintry ; 
and about the beginning of the third Glumdal^ 
clitcb and I attended the king and queen in a 
progrefs to the fouth coaft of the kingdom. 
I was carried as ufual in my travelling-box, 
which, as I have already defcribed, was a very 
convenient clofet of twelve feet wide. And I 
had ordered a hammock to be fixed by filken 
ropes from the four corners at the top, to break 
the jolts, when a fervant carried me before him 
on horfeback, as I fometimes defired, and 
would often fleep in my hammock while wc 
were upon the road. On the roof of my clo- 
fet, not diredly over the middle of the ham* 
mock, I ordered the joiner to cut out a hde 
of a foot fquare, to give me air in hot wea^ 
ther, as I flept \ which hole I (hut at pleafure 
with a board, that drew backwards and forr 
wards through a groove. 

When we came to our journey's end, the 
king thought proper to pafs a few days at a 
palace he hath near Flanjlafnte^ a city within 
eighteen Englijh miles of the fea-fide. Glum* 
dalcUtcb and I were much fatigued : I had got- 
ten a fmall cold, but the poor girl was fo ill 
as to be confined to her chamber. I longed 
to fee the ocean, which muft be the only 

fcene 
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fceneof my efcapc^ if ever it fhould happen - 
] preteflded to be worfe than I really was, and 
defired leave to take the frefh air of the fca 
with a page» whom I was very fond of, and 
who had fometimes been trufted with me. I 
(hall never forget with what un willingnefs G/unh- 
ddcUtcb confented,nor the ftria charge (he gave 
the page to be careful of me, burfting at the 
fame time into a flood of tears^ as if (he had 
fome foreboding of what was to happen. The 
boy took me out in my box about half an 
hour's walk from the palace towards the rocks 
on the fea-(hore. I ordered him to fet me 
down^ and lifting up one of my faihes cafl 
many a wiflful melancholy look towards 
the fea. I found myfelf not very well, and 
told the page that I had a mind to take a nap 
in my hammock, which I hoped would do 
me good. I got in» and the boy (hut the 
window clofe down to keep out the cold. I 
ibon fell afleep, and all I can conjecture is, 
chat while I flept the page, thinking no dan- 
ger could happen^ went among the rocks to 
look for birds eggs, having before obferved 
him from my window fearching about, and 
picking up one or two in the clefts. Be that 
as it will, I found myfelf fuddenly awaked 
with a violent pull upon the ring, which was 
fattened at the top of my box for the conveni- 
cncy of carriage. I felt my box raifed very 
high in the air, and then borne forward with 
prodigious fpeed. The firft jolt had like to 
have (haken me out of my hammock, but af- 
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tcrwards the motion was eafjr enough. I call-* 
ed out feveral times, as loud as I could raifc 
my voice, but all to no purpofe. I looked 
towards my windows, and could fee nothing 
but the clouds and iky. I heard a noife juft 
over my head like the clapping of wings, and 
then began to perceive the woful condition I 
was in, that lome eagle had got the ring of 
my box in his beak with an intent to let it 
fall on a rock like a tortoife in a (hell, and 
then pick out my body, jand devour it : for 
the fagacity and fmcU of this bird enabled him 
to difcover his quarry at a great diftance, 
though better concealed th^n I could be with- 
in a two-inch board. 
"^ In a little time I obferved the noife and flut- 
ter of wings to encreafe very faft, and my box 
was toffed up and down like a fign in a windy 
day. I heard feveral bangs or buffets, as I 
thought, given to the eagle (for fuch I am 
certain it muft have been that held the ring of 
my box in his beak) and then all on a fud- 
den felt myfelf falling perpendicularly down 
for above a minute, but with fuch incredible 
fwiftnefs that I almoft loft my breath* My 
fall was flopped by a terrible fquafh, th^t 
founded louder to my ears than the cata- 
radt of Niagara * ; after which I was quite 

' f Niagara is a fettlexnent of nt^Ja) from z rocky precipice, 
t^FrHKbrnN^h-AmericatZXiA the perpendicular height of 
the catarad \s produced bv the which is one handred and thirty- 
fall of a conflux of water (rorm- feven feet ; and it is faid to have 
ed of the four vaft lakes of Ca- been heard fifteen leagues. 

in 
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in the dark for another minute^ and then my 
box began to rife fo high that I could fee 
light from the tops of the windows. I. now 
perceived I was fallen into the fea. My box, 
by the weight of my body, the goods that 
were in, and the broad plates of iron fixed for 
ilrength at the four corners of the top and 
bottom, floated about five feet deep in wa!-- 
ter. I did then, and do now fuppofe, that 
the eagje which flew away with my box 
was purfued by two or three others, and forced 
to let me drop while he defended himfelf a- 
gainil the reft, who hoped to fhare in the 
prey^, The plates of iron faflened at the bot- 
tom of the box (for thofe were the ftrongcfl) 
preferved the balance while it fell, and hin- 
dered it from being broken on the furface of 
the water, Every joint of it was well groov- 
ed ; and the door did not move on hinges^ 
but up and down like a fafh, which kept my 
clofet fo tight that very little water came in. 
J got with much difficulty out of my ham- 
mock, having firfl ventured to draw back the 
flip-board on the roof already mentioned, cx)n- 
trived on purpofe to let in air, for want of 
which I found myfelf almoft flifled. 

How often did I then wifli myfelf with my 
dear Glumdalclitcbf from whom one fingle hour 
had fp far divided me ! And I may fay with 
truth, that in the jnidfl of my own misfor- 
tujpee I could not forbear lamenting my poor 
nurfe, the grief fhe would fufTer for my lofs, 
|he difpleafure of the (jueen^ and the ruin of her 

fortune. 
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fortune. Perhaps many travellers have not 
been under greater difficulties and diftrefs than 
I was at this jundure, cxpedling every mo- 
ment to fee my box dafhed to pieces, or at 
leaft overfet by the firft violent blaft ar ri- 
ling wave. A breach in one fingle pane of 
glafs would have been immediate death : nor 
could any thing have preferved the windows 
but the ftrong lattice-wires placed on the out- 
fide againil accidents in travelling. I fawthe 
water ooze in at feveral crannies, although 
the leaks were not confiderable, and I endea- 
voured to flop them as well as I could. I 
was not able to lift up the roof of my clofet, 
which otherwife I certainly fhould have done, 
and fat on the top of it, where I might at 
leaft preferv,e myfelf fome hours longer than 
by being (hut up (as I may call it) in the hold. 
Or if I efcaped thefc dangers for a day or two, 
what could I expeft but a miferable death of 
cold and hunger ? I was four hours under thefc 
circumftances, expecting, and indeed wiihing 
every moment to be my laft. 

1 have already told the reader, that there 
were two ftrong ftaples fixed upon that fide of 
my box which had no window, and into which 
the fervant who ufed to carry me on horfeback 
would put a leathern belt, and buckle it about 
his waift. Being in this difconfolate ftate, 
I heard or at leaft thought I heard fome 
kind of grating noife on that fide of my box 
where the ftaples were fixed, and foon after I 
began to fancy, that the box was pulled or 

towed 
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towed along in the fea ; for I now and then 
felt a fort of tugging, which made the waves 
rife near the tops of my windows, leaving me 
^Imoft in the dark. This gave me fomc faint 
hopes of relief; although I was not able to 
imagine how it could be brought about. I 
ventured to unfcrew one of my chairs^ which 
were always faftened to the floor' j and having 
made a hard fhift to fcrew it down again di- 
rectly under the flipping-board that I had late- 
ly opened, I mounted on the chair, and put- 
ting my mouth as near as I could to the hole, 
I called for help in a loud voice, and in all the 
languages I underftood. I then faftened my 
handkerchief to a ftick I ufually carried, and 
thrufting it up the hole waved it feveral times 
in the air, that if any boat or (hip were near, 
the feamen might conjedture fome unhappy 
mortal to be '/but up in the box. 

I fbund no effe^ from all I could do, but 
plainly perceived my clofet to be moved a^ 
long J and in the fpace of an hour, or better, 
that fide of the box where the ftaples were, 
and had no window, ftruck againft fomething 
that was hard. I apprehended it to be a 
rock, and found myfelf toffcd more than ever* 
I plainly heard a noife upon the cover of my 
clofet like that of a cable, and the grating of 
it as it pafled through the ring. I then found 
myfelf hoifted up by degrees at leaft three 
feet higher than I was before. Whereupon I 
again thrufl up my ftick and handkerchief, 
calling for help till I was ainioft hoarfe. In 

return 



i88 A VOYAGE 

return to which, I beard a great fhout re- 
peated three times, giving me fuch traniports 
of joy as are not to be conceived but by thofe 
who feel them. I now heard a trampling 
over my head, and fomebody calling through 
the hole with a loud voice in the Englijh 
tongue. If there be any body below, let them 
fpeak. I anfwered, I was an Englijfman^ 
drawn by ill fortune into the grcateft calamity 
that ever any creature underwent, and begged 
by all that was moving to be delivered out of 
the dungeon I was in. The voice replied, I 
was fafe, for my box was faflened to their 
{hip; and the carpenter fhould immediately 
come and faw a hole in the cover large enough 
to pull me out. I anfwered, that was need- 
lefs, and would take up too much time, for 
there was no more to be done, but let one of 
the crew put his finger into the ring, and take 
the box out of the fea into the (hip, and io 
into the captain's cabbin \ Some of them 
upon hearing me talk fo wildly thought I was 
mad ; others laughed ; for indeed it never 
came into my head that I was now got among 
people of my own ftature and ftrength. The* 
carpenter qame, and in a few minutes (awed a 

' There are federal little in- among his countrymen, depeiidr 

cidents which (hew the author ed on their being of the &me 

to hare had a deep Icnowledgre fize with himfelf, yet this ii fbr- 

of human oatore ; and I think gotten in his ardour to be 4eli* 

this is one. Althpngh the prin- vered : and he is afterwards be- 

cipal adranta;t€s enumerated by trayed into the iame abfurdity 

GMh/er in the beginning of by his zeal tp preferve his fumiy 

this chapter, of mingling again tyre, 
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paiTage about four feet fquare, then let down 
a fmall ladder^ upon which I mounted^ and 
from thence was taken into the (hip in a very 
weak condition. 

The Tailors were all in amazement^ and afked 
me a thoufand queflions, which I had no in** 
clination to anfwer. I Was equally confound- 
ed at the fight of fo many pigmies, for fuch 
I took them to be, after having fo long ac- 
caftomed mine eyes to the monftrous objefts I 
had left. But the captain, Mr. Thomas Wil" 
cocks^ an honeft worthy Shropjhire man, ob- 
ferving I was ready to faint, took me into hit 
cabbin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, 
and made me turn in upon his own bed, ad-« 
vifing me to take a little reft, of which I had 
great need. Before I went to fleep, I gave 
Eim to underftand that I had fome valuable 
furniture in my box too good to be loft ; a 
fine hammock; an handfome field-bed, two 
chairs, a table, and a cabinet. That my do- 
iet was hung on all fides, or rather quilted, 
with filk ;and cotton : that if he would let one 
of. the crew bring my clofet into his eabbin, 
I would open it there before him, and (hew 
him my goods. The captain hearing me ut- 
t« thefe abfurdities concluded I was raving : 

: however (I fuppofe to pacify me) he promifed 
to give order as I defired, and going upon 
deck fcnt fome of his men down into my 
clofet, from whence (as I afterwards found) 

.they drew up all my goods, and ftripped off 
the quilting; but the chairs, cabinet, and 

bedftead. 
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bedftead, being fcrcwed to the floor, were much 
damaged by the ignorance of the feamen, who 
tore them up by force. Then they kaocked 
off fome,of the boards for the ufe of the {bip^ 
and when they had got all they had a mind 
for let the hull drop into the fea, which by 
reafon of many breaches made in the bottom 
and fides funk to rights. And indeed I was 
glad not to have been a fpedtator of the havock 
they made ; becaufe I am confident it would 
have fenfibly touched me by bringing former 
pafTages into my mind, which I had rather 
forgdt. 

I flept fome hours, but perpetually difturbed 
with dreams of the place I had left, and the 
dangers I had efcaped. However, upon wak- 
ing I found myfelf much recovered. It was 
now about .eight o'clock at night, and the 
captain ordered fupper immediately, thinking 
1 had already failed too long. He entertained 
me with great kindnefs, obferving me not to 
look wildly, or talk inconfiflently t and, when 
we were left alone, defired I would give him 
a relation of my travels, and by what acci-* 
dent I came to be fet adrift in that monfbotts 
wooden chefl:* He faid, that about twelve 
o'clock at noon, as he was looking through 
his glafs, he fpied it at a diflance, and thought 
It was a fail, which he had a mind to make, 
being not much out of his courfe, in hopes 
of buying fome bifket, his own beginning to 
fall fhort. That upon coming nearer, and 
finding his- error, he fent out his long-boat to 

difcover 
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diicover what I was ; that his m^n came back 
in a fright, fwcaring they had fcen a fwim^- 
ndng houfe. That be laughed at their foUy^ 
and went himfelf in the boat, ordering hi» 
ipen to take a ftrong cable along with them^ 
Th^t the weather being calm he rowed round 
ipe ibveral tiaies, obferved my windows, and 
wire-lattices . that defended them. That he 
diicovered two Naples ppon one fide, which 
wa^ all of boards without any paiTage for 
light. He then tommanded his men to row 
^p to that fide, and faftening a cable to one 
of the ftaples, ordered them to tow my cheft 
(as they called it) towards the (hip. When 
it was there, he gave directions to failen ano^ 
ther cable to the ring fixed in the cover, and 
to raife up my cheft with pullies, which all 
the failors were not able to do above two or 
three feet. He faid, they faw my ftick and 
Jiandkercbief thruft out of the hole, and con- 
cluded that ibme unhappy man mufl be fhut 
up in the cavity. I afkcd, whether he or the 
crew had feen any prodigious birds in the air 
about the time be firft diicovered me ? to 
which he anfwered, that, difcourfing this mat- 
ter with the failors while I was afleep, one of 
them faid, he had ohferved three eagles flying 
towards the nortbt but remarked nothing of 
their being larger than the ufual fize, which I 
luppofe miift be imputed to the great heighth 
th^ were at ; and h^ couM not guefs the rea*- 
Iba of my queftion. I then aiked the captain, 
liow far he reckoned we might be from land F 

he 
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he faid, by the beft computation he coilldl 
make, we wer^ at leaft an hun'dred leagues^ 
I aflured him that he mufl be miftakeii by 'ail^ 
moft half, for I had not left the country from 
whence I came above two hours before I 
dropt into the fca. Whereupon he begad a- 
gain to think that my brain was diflurbed, of 
which he gave me a hint, and advifed me to 
go to bed in a cabbin he had provided. I af« 
fared him I was well reffeftiea with his good 
entertainment and compiahy, and as much in 
my fcnfes as ever I was in my life. He then 
grew ferious, and defired to afk me freely^ 
whether I were not troubled in mind by tni 
confcioufnefs of fome enormous crime» for* 
which I was punifhed at the command of fomc 
prince by expofing me in that cheft^ as great 
criminals in' other countries have been forced 
to fea in a leaky veflej without provifions : fof 
although he fhould be forry to have taken ftf 
ill a man into his fhip, yet he would engage 
his word to fet me fafe a-fliore in the.firft port 
where we arrived. He added, that his fuipi^ 
cions were much increafcd by fome very ab- 
furd fpeeches I had delivered at firft to hit 
iailors, and afterwards to himfelf, in relation 
to my clofet or cheft, as well as by my odd 
looks and behaviour while I was at fupper. 

I begged his patience to hear me tell my 
dory, which I faithfully did from the laft tiiM 
I left England to the moment he iirfl difcover^ 
cd me. And as truth always forceth its way 
into rational minds, fo this noneft worthv gen* 

Ueman, 
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tleman, who had fomc tin^ure of learnings 
and very good fenfci was unmediately eon-- 
Vinced of my candour and veracity; But^ far- 
ther to confirm all I had faid^ I entreated him 
to give order that my cabinet fhould be 
brought, of which I had the key in my poc- 
kety (fot he had already informed me how the 
feamen difpofed of my clofet). I opened it in 
his own prefence, and {hewed him the fmall 
collection of rarities I made in the country 
from whence I had been fo flrangely delivered. 
There was the comb I had contrived out of 
the flumps of the king's beard, and ano«- 
ther of tne fame materials, but fixed into a 
paring of her majcfty's thamb-*nail which ferv- 
cd for the back; There was a coUcdlion of 
needles and pins from a foot to half a yard 
long; four wafp-ftings, like joiners tacks; 
fome combings of the queen's half ; a gold 
ring which one day (he made me a prefeht of 
in a moft obliging manner, taking it from 
her little finger, and throwing it over my head 
like a collar. I defired the captain would 

f»leafe to accept this ring in return of his civi- 
ities; which he abfolutely refufed. I fheUred 
him a corn that I had cut off with my own 
hand from a maid of honour's toe ; it was a- 
bout the bignefs of a Kentijh pippin^ and 
growil fo hard, that, when I returned to Eng-- 
iatid^ I got it hollowed into a. cup, and fet in 
filver. Laftly, I defired him to fee the bree- 
ches I had theh on> which were tfiadc of a; 
moufe's fkin^ 

Vol. l\. O { Gaulct 
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I could force nothing on him but a footman^S 
tooth, which I obferved him to examine with 
great curiofity, and found he had a fancy for 
it. He received it with abundance of thanks, 
more than fuch a trifle could defcrvc. It was 
drawn by an unfkilful furgeon in a ngtiftake 
from one of Glumdalclitch'^ men, who was af- 
flicted with the tooth-ach, but it was as found. 
as any in his head. I go( it cleaned, and put 
it into my cabinet. It \iras about a foot long, 
and four inches in diameter. 

The captain was very well fatisfied with this 
plain relation I had given him, and faid, he 
hoped, when we returned to England^ I would: 
oblige the world by putting it on paper, and 
making it public. My anfwer was, that I 
thought we were already over-ftockcd with 
books, of travels : that nothing could now pais, 
which was not extraordinary ; wherein I 
doubted; fbme authors lefs confulted truth, 
than their own vanity, or intereft, or the dir 
verfion of ignorant readers : that my flory 
could contain little befides common events, 
without thofe ornamental defcriptions of flrange 
plantSi trees, birds, and other animals ; or of 
the barb^rQqs cuftoms and idolatry of . favage 
people, with which moft writers abound. 
However, I thanked. him for his good opi<*; 
nion, and promifed to fake the matter into my 
thoughts. 

He faid, he wondered at one thing very 
much, which was, to hear me fpeak fo loud, 
aflcing me whether the king or queen of that 

country 



TO BROBDrNGNAG. 195 

mntry were thick' of hearing. "I told him, 
was what I had been ufed to for above two 
^rs paft ; and that I admired as much at the 
>iccs of him and. his men, wHo feenied to me 
ily to- wKifper, and' yet I could hfear them 
cD enough. Biit, when I fpoke in that coun- 
y, it was like a maii talking in the ftreet to 
iotSier looking out from the top of a ftce- 
li^ uhlefs when I was placed On a table, or 
M: in any perfbh^s hand. I t6ld hiiti, I had 
kdwife pbfeiVcd another thing, that when 1 
rift got into the ibip» afrid'the failbrs ftood all 
)out me, I thought they were the mcJft little 
mtcniptible creatures I had' ever Beheld. For 
kdeed,* while I was in that prxnbe's country, 
could never endurp to look ih. a glafs, after 
line eyes had been iccuftomed to fuCh prodi- 
[bus objcdsi becaufe the comparifon gave m6 
} defpicablcf a conceit of myfelf. The cap- 
ttri iaid, that while we were at fujiper, he 
Wcrvcd me to look at every thing witn a fort 
F wonder, and that I often feeilied hardly a- 
\h to contain my laughter, which he'knevv not 
Tllhow to take, but imputed it tofome difor^ 
ftr in my brain. I anfwered, it was very true; and 
■wondered how I cpuld forbear, when I faw 
is difhes of the fiicof a filver three-pence, a 
tg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not fo 
ig as a nut-fhell ; and fo I went on, defcrib- 
Jg the reft of his houlhold-ftuff and provifions 
fter the fame manner. For although the 
ueen had ordered a little equipage of all things 
cceflary for me, while I was in her fervice, 
O 2 yet 



196 A VOYAGE 

yet my ideas were wholly taken up with what 
I faw on every fide of me, and I winked at 
my own littlenefs, as people do at their own 
faults. The captain underftood my raillery 
very welU and merrily replied with the old 
Englijh proverb, that he doubted mine eyes 
were bigger than my belly, for he did not pb- 
ferve my flomach fo good although I had fail- 
ed all day ; and, continuing in his mirths pro« 
tefled he would have gladly given an hundred 
pounds to have feeh my clofet in the eagle'a 
bill, and afterwards in its fall from fo great a 
heighth into the fea; which would certainly 
have been a moil aftonifhing object:, worthy, 
to have the defcription of it (ranfmitted to fu- 
ture ages : and the comparifon of Phaeton was 
fo obvious, that he could not forbear apply- 
ing it, although I did not much adnure the 
conceit. 

The captain, having been at Tonqam^^ was 
in his return to England driven north- eafl ward 
to the latitude of 44 degrees, and of longitude 
J 43, But meeting a trade- wind two days af- 
ter I came on board him» we failed fouthward 
a long time, and coafling New-Ho/land, kept 
bur courfe weft-fouth-wcft, and then fouth* 
fouth-weft, till we doubled the Cape ofGood^ 
ilope. Our voyage was very profperous, but 
I fliall not trouble the reader with a journal of 
it. The captain called in at one or two ports, 
and fent in his long-boat for provifions and 
frefli water, but I never went out of the (hip 
till we came into the Downs, which was on 

the 
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the third'day of y«»f, 1706, about nine months 
after my efcapc' I offered to leave my goods 
in fccurity for payment of my freight; but 
the captain protefled he would not receive one 
farthing. We took a kind leave of each o- 
ther, and I made him promife he virould come 
to fee me at my houfe in Redriff. I hired a 
horfe and guide for five (hillings, which I bor- 
rowed of the captain. 

As I was on the road, obferving the little- 
nefs of the houfes, the trees; the cattle, and 
the people, I began to think myfelf in Lilli^ 
pa. I was afraid of trampling on every tra- 
veller I met, and often called aloud to have 
them itand out of the way, fo that I had like 
to have gotten one or two broken heads for my 
impertinence. 

When I came to my own houfe, for which 
I was forced to enquire, one of the fervants 
opening the door, I bent down to go in (like 
a goofe under a gate) for fear of ftriking my 
vhead. My wife ran out to embrace me, but I 
ftooped lower than her knees, thinking (he 
could otherwife never be able to reach my 
mouth. My daughter kneeled to afk me blef- 
ling, but I could not fee her till fhe arofe, hav • 
ing been fo long ufed to ftand with my head and 
eyes eredl to above fixty feet; and then I went 
to take her up with one hand by the waifl. I 
looked down upon the fervants, and one or 
two friends who were in the houfe, as if they 
had been pigmies, and I a giant. I told my 
wife flie had been too thrifty, for I found fhe 

O 3 had 
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had Aarved herfelf and her daughter to no- 
thing. In Aiort, I behaved myfelf fo unac- 
countal?ly, that they yrere all ot the captain's 
opinion when he firfl faw me, and concluded I 
had loft my wits. This I mention as an in- 
fiance of the great power of habit and pre- 
judice. 

In a little time, I and my family and friends 
came to a right underflanding : but my wife 
protefled I fhould never go. to fea any more; 
although my evil deftiny fo ordered, that flie 
had not power to hinder me, as the reader may 
know hereafter. In th? mean time, I here 
conclude the fecond part of my unfortunate 
voyages *. 



• From the whdcof thcfc two 
voyages to Lilliput and Broh- 
dingnmg arifcs one general re- 
mark which," however obvious, 
has been overlooked by thoie 
>vho conA4ec them as little more 
than the ipgrt of a' wanton ima^ 
gination. When human a£tions 
are aicribedto pigmies and gi- 
ants, there are few that do Jiot 
excite either contempt, difguft, 
or horror ; to afcribe them there^ 
fore to fuch beings was perhaps 
Che rooA probable methoa of en- 



gaging the mind to examhe 
them with attention, and judge 
of them with imp^ality, by 
fufpending the fafcination of ha- 
bit, and exhibiting familiar ob- 
jeds in a new light. The ofe 
of the fable then is not leis ap^ 
parent than important and ex- 
tenfive ; aiyl that this ufe was 
intended bv the author c^n bf 
doubted only by thofe who are 
difpofed to affirm, that order 
and regularity gre the effe^ of 
chance. 
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VOYAGE 

T O 

Laputa, Balnibarbi, Lugg- 

NAGG, Glubbdubdrib, aiid Japan. 

chap. I. 

The author fets out on his third voyage^ is taken 
' h Py^^^^^' 216^ malice of a Dutchman, His 
arrival at an ijland. He is received into La- 
puta. 

I Had not been at home above ten days, when 
captain William Rodin/on, a Corntflj man, 
commander of the Hope- well f a ftout (hip of 
three hundred tons, came to my houfe. I 
had formerly been furgcon of another (hip, 
where he was mafter and a fourth part owner, 
in a voyage to the Levant ; he had always 
treated me more like a brother, than an infe«- 
ribr officer, and hearing of my arrival, made 
me a vifit, ds I apprehended, only c^n of 
friendship, for nothing pafTed more than what 
is ufual after long abfences. But repeating his 
vifits often, expreffing his joy to find me in 
good health, afking whether I were now fet- 
tled for life, adding, that he intended a voyage ^ 
to the Btofl'lndies in two months ; at laft he 
plainly invited me, though with fome apolo- 
gies, to be furgeori of the (hip ; that I fhould 

O 4 have 
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havfi another furgeon under ine» befides our 
two mates ; that my falary (hould be double to 
the ufual pay ; and that having experienced my 
knowledge in fea-^afFairs to be at leaft equal to 
hisi he would epter ipto any engagement te 
follow my advice, as much as if I had fharcd 
in the command. 

He faid fo many other obliging things, and 
I knew him ta be fo honeft a man, that I 
could not rejedt his propofal ; the thirft I had 
of feeing the world, notwithftanding my paft 
misfortunes, continuing as violent as ever. 
The only difficulty that remained, was to per- 
fuade my wife, whofe confent however I at 
lail obtained by the profpedt of advantage (he 
propofed to her children. 

We fet out the 5th day of Augu/ij 1706, 
and arrived at Fort St. George the nth of >#- 
prih ^7<^7* We flayed there three weeks to 
refre(h our crew, ni'any of whom were fickt 
From thence we went to Tonquin^ where the 
captain refolved to continue fome time, be« 
caufe many of the goods he intended to buy 
were not ready, nor could he expedt to be dif- 
patched in feveral months. Therefore, in 
hopes to defray fome of the charges he muft 
be at^ he bought a floop, loaded it with feve<- 
ral forts of goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe 
ufually trade to the neighbouring iflands, and 
putting fourteen men on board, whereof three 
were of the country, he appointed me mafler 
of the floop, and gave nae power to traflic> 
V^hile he tranfaded \ih affairs zX Tonquin. 

Wq 
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We had not failed above three days, when, 
a great ftorm arifing, we were driven five days 
to the north*nbrdiHeaft, and then, to the eail; 
after which we had fair weather, but ftili 
widi a pretty ftrong gale from the weft. Upon 
the tenth day we were chaced by two pyrates^ 
who foon overtook us 5 for my floop was fo 
deep laden, that (he failed very flow, nei^ 
ther were we in a condition to defend our*' 
Selves. 

We were boarded about the lame time by 
both the pyrates, who entered furioufly at the 
head of their men ; but finding us all proftrate 
upon our faces (for fo I gave order) they pini- 
oned us with ftrong ropes, and, fetting a guard 
iipon us, went to fearch the floop. 

' I observed among them a Dutchmarty who 
feemed to be of fome authority, though he 
was not commander of either ftiip. He knew 
us by our countenances to be Englifhrneriy and 
jabbering to us in his own language, fwore 
we fhould be tied back to back, and thrown 
into the fea. I fpoke Dutch tolerably well; 
I told him who we were, and begged him in 
confideration of our being chriftians and pro- 
teftants^ of neighbouring countries in ftridl al- 
liance, that he would move the captains to 
take fome pity on us. This inflamed his rage^ 
he repeated his threatenings^ and turning to 
his companions, fpoke with great vehemence 
in the Japanefe language, as I fuppofe, often 
lifing the word chriftianos. 

The 
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The largeft of the two pyrateihips was com- 
manded by a Jafane/e captain» who fpoke a 
little Dutcbf but very imperfeaiy. He came 
up to me^ and after feveral queftions, which I 
onfwered in great humility^ he faid we (hould 
not die. I made the captain a very low bow, 
and then turning to the Dutchman faid» I was 
forry to find more mercy in an heathert, than 
in a brother chriftian* But 1 had foon reafon 
to repent thofe fooli/h words : for that mali-* 
cious reprobate^ having often endeavoured in 
vain to perfuade both the captains that I might 
be thrown into the fea (which they would not 
yield to after the promife made me that I (hould 
not die) however prevailed fo far as to have a 
punifhment inflicted on me, worfe, in all hu- 
man appearance, than dedth itfelf. My men 
•were fent by an equal divifion into both the 
pyrate fhips, and my floop new manned. As 
to myfelf, it was determined that I fhould be 
let a-drift in a fmall canoe, with paddles and 
a fail, and four days provifions, which lafl the 
Japanefe captain was fo kind to double out of 
his own flores, and^ivould permit no man to 
fearch me. I got down into the canoe, while 
the Dutchman ftanding upon the deck loaded 
me with all the curfes and injurious terms his 
language could afford. 

About an hour before we faw the pyrates I . 
had taken an obfervation, and found we were 
in the latitude of 46 N. and of longitude i83. 
When I was at fome diflance from the pyrates, 
I difcovcred by my pocket-glafs feveral iflands 

to 
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%o tbc fouth-caft. , I fet up my fail, the wind 
being fair, with a defign to reach the nearefl: 
of thofe iflandsi which I made a Ihift to do 
in about three hours. It was all rocky, how- 
jever I got many birds eggs, and ftriking ifire I 
kindled fome heath and dry fea-weed, by 
which I roafled my eggs. , I eat no other fup^ 
per* being refolved to fpare my proviiions as 
xnuqh as I could. I pafTed the night under 
the fhelter of a rock, ftrewing fome heath un- 
der me, and flept pretty well. 

The next day I failed to another iiland, and 
thence to a third and fourth, fometimes ufmg 
fny fail, and fometimes my paddles. But, not 
to trouble the reader with a particular account 
of my diftrefles, let it fuffice, that on the fifth 
jday I arrived at the lail ifland *in my fights 
which lay fouth-fouth-eaft to the former. 

This ifland was at a greater dillance than I 
expeded, . and I did not reach it in lefs than 
jfive hours. I encompaffed it almofl rounds 
before I could find a convenient place to land 
in, which was a fmall creek about three times 
the widcnefs of my canoe. I found the ifland 
to be all rocky, only a little intermingled with 
tufts of grafs, and fwect-fmelling herbs. I 
took out my fmall provifions, and after hav- 
ing refrefhed myfclf, I fecurcd the remainder 
in a cave, whereof there were great num-* 
bers. I gathered plenty of eggs upon the 
rocks, and got a quantity of dry fea-weed,' 
and parched grafs, which I defigned to kindle 
the next day, and roaft my e^gs as well 

as 
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as I could (for I had about me my flint, fteef, 
match, and burning-glafs). I lay all night 
in the cave where I had lodged my provifibns. 
My bed was the fame dry grafs and (ea-weed 
which I intended for fewel. I flept very lit-* 
tie, for the difqniets of my mind prevailed 
over my wearinefs, and kept me awake.^ I 
confidcred how impoflible it was to preierve 
my life in fo defolate a place, and how miser- 
able my end muft be. Yet found myfelf fo 
liftlefs and deiponding, that I had not the 
heart to rife; and before I could get Ipirits 
enough to creep out of my cave, the dpy was 
' far advanced. I walked a while among the 
rocks, the iky was perfedlly clear, and the fun 
fo hot, that I was forced to turn my fece from 
it : when all on a fudden it became obfcurc, 
as I thought, in a manner ve^ different from 
what happens by the interpofition of a cloud. 
I turned back, and perceived a vaft opake bo- 
dy between me and the fun, moving forwards 
towards the ifland : it feemed to be about two 
miles high, and hid the fun fix or ftvcn mi« 
nutes, but I did not obferve the air to be much 
colder, or the iky more darkened, than if I 
had Aood under the (hade of a mountain. As it 
approached nearer over the place where I waS^ 
it appeared to be a firm fubftance, the bottom 
flat, fmooth, and fliining very bright from 
the reflexion of the fea below. I fl:ood upon 
a heighth about two hundred yards frorii the 
(hore, and faw this vaft: body defcendirig al- 
moft to a parallel with me at Icfs than an 

Eng/t/b 
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Englijb mile diftance. I took out my pocket«« 
perfpe£tive» and could plainly difcover numbera 
of people moving up and down the fides of it, 
which appeared to be (loping ; :but^what thofe 
people were .doing» I was not able to di*- 
ilioguifli* 

The natural love of life gave me fomc in- 
ward motions of joy, and I was ready to en^ 
tertain a hope, that this adventure might fomc 
way or other help to deliver me from the de- 
flate place and Condition I was in. But at 
the fame timQ the reader can hardly conceive 
my aftonifhment, to behold an illand in the 
air^ inhabited by men, who were able (as it 
£hould feem) to raife or (ink, or put it into 
a progrefilve motion, as they pleafed. But 
not being at that time in a difpo(itioQ to 
philofophi(e upon this phsenomenon, I rather 
chofe to obferve what courfe the ifland would 
take, becaufe it feemed for a while to ftand 
ftill. Yet foon after it advanced nearer, and 
I could fee the (ides of it encompa(red widi 
feveral gradations of galleries^ and flairs at cer- 
t^n intervals to defcend from one to the or 
ther. In the lowefl gallery I beheld fbnM 
people fifhing with long angling rods, and o« 
ther^ looking on.; I waved my cap (for xsvf 
hat; was Ipng.iinge worn out) and my hand-^ 
kerchief towards the ifland ; and upon its 
nearer approach I called and fhouted with the 
utmofl firength of my voice ; and then, look* 
iog circumfpe^ly, I beheld a crowd gathered 
to that fide which was moil: in my view. I 

found 
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found by their pointing towards me and t6 
each other, that they plainly difcovered Ati 
although they made no return to my (houting* 
But I could fee four or five men running in 
great hafte \ip the flairs to the top cf ^6 
iilandy who then difappeared. I happened 
rightly to conjefture, that rhefe were fent for 
orders to fome perfon in authority upon thiX 
occafion. 

The number of people encrdaied> and in left 
than half an hour the ifland was moved and 
raifed in fuch a manner, that the lowefi: galle^ 
ry appeared in a parallel of lefs than an hundred 
yards diflance firOra the heigh th where I flockl* 
I then put myfelf into the mofl fupplicating 
poflures, and f])oke in the humblefl accG(nty 
but received no anfwer. Thofo, who flood 
nedreft overagainfl me, feemed to be perfons of 
diflin&ion, as I fuppofed by their habit. They 
conferred eufnefHy with each other, looking 
often upon me% At length one of them called 
outina clear> polite, fmooth' dialedt, not'un-^ 
like-* in found to the Italian; and therefore I 
returned an anfwer in thai- language, hoping 
at leaft, that the cadence might be more a-^ 
greeable to his ears. Although neither of tit 
iinderflood the other, yet my meaning Wah 
cafily known, for the people faw the difttefs I 
was in. 

They made figns for me to come down froni 
the rock, and go towards the fhore, which I 
accordingly did; and the flying ifland being 
raifed to a convenient heighth, the verge di- 

reaiy 
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ft^ly oVQr ro&i a ch^ wa3 let down from the 
low^ft gallery with a feat fiaftened to the botf- 
toixif to which I fi^ed myfdlf^ a/xl was drawA 
%ip hy puUies* 

C H A P. 11. 

^bt bumpufs and S/pqfitions of the Lapiztians: 
defcrited. An account of tjbeir learning* Of 
the iingf and ids. court. Tbe^ authors, recep-* 
tion tbere.^ The inbabkants fubjeSl, to fear 
and dsfquietudes. An account tf the wo^ 
tnen* 

AT ray s^llghting I was furrounded with ar 
crowd of people., but thofe who ftood: 
neareft feemed to be of better quality. They/ 
beheld me with all the marks and circumftaa-^* 
ces of wonder, neither indeed, waa I much ia 
their debt j having nev.er- till then i^ea a race; 
of mortals ib fingujar in thicir ll)ape3;» habit$^ 
and countenances. Their.heads were all. reclin-^ 
ed eitfaef to the right on the left ; onQ/ of their 
cyp^ turned inward, and the other dire^y up 
to the zenith \ Their outward garments were: 
adorned with the figures of funs, moons,, and^ 
ftars, interwoven with thofe of fiddles, flutes;. 
harpst trupipets, guittars, harpficords» and* 
many other inftruments of mufic unknown to. 
us in Europe. I obierved hqre and there many* 

* By this ddcription the au- ence, the powers of whofe mind> 
thqr intended to ridicule thofe are as ablurdly employed as the 
whio wafte life in fpeculative ici- eyes of the Laputians. 

in 
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in the habit of fervants with a blown bladder 
faftened like a fiayl to the end of a ihort ftick^ 
which they carried in their hands. In ,each 
bladder was a fmall quantity of dried peafe or 
little pebbles (as I was afterwards informed.) 
With thefe bladders they now and then flap- 
ped the mouths and ears of thofe who flood 
near them» of which practice I could not theri 
conceive the meaning. It feems the minds of 
thefe people are fo taken up with intenfe fpe- 
culatiohs, that they neither can (peak; nor at- 
tend to the difcourfcs of- others, without be- 
ing roufed by fome external taftion upon the 
organs of ipeech and hearing ; ^or which rea- 
ion thofe perfons, who arc able to afford it, 
always Jceep z flapper (the original is clintenok) 
in their family, as one of their domefUcs, nor 
ever walk abroad or make vifits without him. 
And thebufinefs of this officer is, when two/ 
three; or more pcrfbns are in company, gently 
to ilrike with his bladder the mouth of him 
who is to fpeak, and the right car of him of 
them to whom the fpcaker addreffeth himfclf. 
This^/jWr is likewife- employed diligently to 
attend his mailer in his walks, and upoil ocea-« 
fion to give him a foft flap on his eyes, be- 
caufe he is always fo wrapped up in cogitation, 
diat he is in manifefl danger of falling down 
every precipice, and bouncing his head againft 
every poft; and in the ftreets of Jofl:Hng o- 
thers, or being juftled himfelf into the ken- 
ficL 

It 
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It Was lieceflary to give the reader this in- 
fbrmation^ without which he would be at the 
iadde lofb with me td underfland the proceed-^ 
ings of thefe people, as they condu£led me up 
the ilairs to the top of the ifland^ and from 
thence to the royal .palace. While we were 
aicendirtg, they forgot feveral times what they 
were about;^ and left me to myfelf, till their 
memories were again roufed by their flappers % 
for they appeared altogether unmoved by the 
fight of my foreign habit and countenance^ 
and by the (houts of the vulgar, whofe thoughts 
and minds were more difengaged. 

At laft we entered the pAlace^ and proceed- 
ed into the chamber of prefcnce, where I faw 
the king feated on his throne, attended orv 
each fide by perfons of prime quality. Be- 
fore the throne was a large table filled with 
globes and fpheres, and mathematical indru* 
ments of all kinds. His majedy took not the 
leaft notice of Us, although our entrance was 
not without fufficient noife by the concourfe of 
all perfons belonging to the court. But he 
vras then deep in a problem, and we attended 
at leaft an hour, before he could folve it. 
There ftood by him on each fide a young page 
with flaps in their hands, and when they faw 
he was at leifure, one of them gently ftruck 
his mouth, and the other his right ear \ at 
which he ftarted like one awaked on the fud-* 
den, and looking towards me and the compai y 
I was in, recolledled the cccafion of our com- 
ing, whereof he had been informed before. Pic 
. Vol. IL P fpokc 
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fpokc fotue words, whereupon immediately a 
young man with a flap came up to my fide, 
and flapt me gently on the right car, but I 
made ligns, as well as I could, that I had 
no occalion for fuch an inflrument; which, 
as I afterwards found, gave his majefty and 
the whole court a very mean opinion of my 
underllanding. The king, as far as I > could 
conjecture, alked me feveral queflions, and I 
addreiied myfelf to him in all the languages I 
had. When it was found, that I could nei- 
ther underftand nor be undcrftood, I was con- 
ducted by his order to an apartment in his pa- 
lace, (this prince being didinguifhed above all 
his predecelfors for his hofpitality to ftrangers) 
where two fervants were appointed to attend 
me. My dinner was brought, and four per- 
fons of quality, whom I remembered to have 
feen very near the king's perfon, did me the 
honour to dine with me. We had two courfes 
of three difhes each. In the firft courfe there 
was a fhoulder of mutton cut into an equilateral 
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, 
and a pudding into a cycloid. The fecond 
courfe was two ducks truffed up in the form 
of fiddles ', faufages and puddings refembling 
flutes and haut-boys, and a breaft of veal in 
the (hape of a harp. The fervants cut our 
bread into cones, cylinders, parallelograms, 
and feveral other mathematical figures. 

While we were at dinner, I made bold to 
afk the names of feveral things in their lan- 
guage, and thofe noble perfons by the afiiflancc 
3 of 
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of xhzix flappers delighted to give me anfwersi 
hoping to raife my admiration of their great 
abilities, if I could be brought to converfe 
with them. I was foon able to call for bread 
and drink, or whatever elfe I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and a 
perfon was fent to me by the king's order at- 
tended by a flapper. He brought with himi 
pen, ink, and papery and three or fotir books^ 
giving me to underftand by flgns^ that he was 
fent to teach me the language. We fat toge- 
ther four hours, in- which time I wrote down 
a great number of words in columns with the 
tranflations over^againft them ; I likewife made 
a Ihift to learn feveral fliort fcnteifces. For 
hiy tutor would order orie of my fervants to 
fetch fomething, to turn about, td make a 
-bow, to fit, or to ftand, or walki and the 
like* Then I took doWn the feiltence in Writ- 
ing. He fhewed mt alfo in one of his books 
the figures of the fun, moon, arid ftars* the 
zodiac; the tropics, and polar circles^ together 
with the denotoirtations of many figures of 
planes and folids. He gave me the names and 
defcriptions of all the rriufical inrtruments, and 
the general terins of art in playing on each of 
them. After he had left me, I placed all my 
Words with their interpretations in alphabeti- 
cal order. Artd thus in a few days by the help 
of a very faithful memory I got fome infight 
into their language, 

TThe word, which I interpret ih^ Jfying or 

floating jfland is in the original Lnputa, where- 

-. Pa cf 
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of I could never learn the true etymology. 
Lap in the old obfolete language iignifieth 
high^ and untuh a governor^ from which they 
fay by corruption was derived jL^/z//^, from 
Lapuntub. But I do not approve of this dc-^ 
rivation;^ Which feems to be a little ftrained. 
I ventured to offer to the learned among them 
a conje<fture of my own, that Laputa was quaji 
lap QUtedi lap fignifying properly the dancing 
ot the fun-beams in the fea, and outed a wing^ 
which however I (hall not obtrude, but fob- 
mit to the judicious reader. 

Thofc to whom the king had entru(l;ed me, 
obferving how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor 
to come next morning, and take meafure for a. 
fuit of cloaths. This operator did his office 
after a different manner from thofe of his trade 
in Europe. He firfl took my altitude by a qua- 
drant, and then with rule and compafTes de- 
fcribcd the dimenfions and out-lines of my 
whole body, all which he entered upon paper; 
and in fix days brought my cloaths very ill 
made, and quite out of ftiape, by happening 
to miflake a figure in the calculation. But 
my comfort was, that I obferved fuch acci- 
dents very frequent, and little regarded. 

During my confinement for want of cloaths^ 
and by an indifpoiitidh that held me fome days 
longer, I much enlarged my didionary ; and 
when I >yent next to court was able to undcr- 
fland many things the king fpoke, and to re- 
turn him fome kind of anfwers. His majefty 
had given orders, that the ifland (hould move 

north- 
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north-eail and by eaft to the vertical point over 
Lagado^ the metropolis of the whole kingdom 
below upon the firm earth. It was about nine- 
ty leagues diftant, and our voyage lafled four 
days and an half. I was not in the leaft fen- 
fiblc of the progreflive motion made in the air 
by the ifland. On the fecond morning about 
eleven a clock the king himfelf in perfon at* 
tended by his nobility, courtiers, and officers, 
having prepared all their mufical inftruments, 
played on them for three hours without inter- 
xniflion, fo that I was quite ftunned with the 
noife ; neither could I poflibly guefs the mean- 
ing, till my tutor informed me. He faid, that 
the people of their ifland had their ears adapt- 
ed to heat the mufic of the fpheres, which al- 
ways played at certain periods, and the court 
was now prepared to bear their part, in what- 
ever inftrumcnt they moft excelled. 

In our journey towards Lagado^ the capital 
city, his majefty ordered that the ifland fliould 
ftop over certain towns and villages, from 
whence he might receive the petitions of his 
iiibjedls. And to this purpofe feveral pack- 
threads were let down with fmall weights at 
the bottom. On thefe packthreads the people 
ftrung their petitions, which mounted up di- 
reftly, like the Icraps of paper faftened by 
fchool-boys at the end of the ftring that holds 
their kite. Sometimes we received wine and 
viduals from below, which were drawn up by 
pullies. 

. P 3. The 
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The knowledge I had in mathematics gava 
me great afliflance in acquiring their phraieo? 
logy, which depended much upon that fcience 
andf mufic ; and in the latter I was not un* 
ikilled. Their ideas are perpetually copver- 
f^ixt in lines and figures. If they would for 
example praife the beauty of a woman » or any 
o^r aninfKiU they defcribe it by rhombs^, cir- 
plesj papallelograms, ellipfes, and other geor 
p^eCrical term$, or by words of art drawn from 
muilcy needleis here to repeat. I obferved in 
the king's kitchen all forts of mathematical 
and mufical inflruments, after the figures of 
which they cut up the joints that were ferved 
to his majefly's table. 

Their houfes are very ill built, the walls bc- 
vil, without one right- angle in any apartment j 
and this defeat arifeth from the contempt they 
bear to pradlical geometry, which they defpife 
as vulgar and mechanic, thofe inflrudtions they 
give beine too refined for the intellectuals of 
their workmen, which occafions perpetual mi- 
Aakes. And although they are dextrous e* 
nough- upon a piece of paper in the manage* 
ment of the rule, the pencil], and the divider, 
yet in the common actions an^ behavioar <^ 
life I have not feen a mpre clumfy» awkward> 
and unhandy people, nor fo flow and perplex- 
ed, in their conceptions upon all other fabje^, 
except thofe of mathematics and mufic. They 
are very bad reafbners^ and vehemently giveO' 
to oppofition, unlefs when they happen, to be 
of the right opinion^ which is; fblidiDm tbeir 

cafe. 
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cafe. Imagination, fancy, and invention they 
are wholly ftrangers to, nor have any words in 
their language, by which thofe ideas can be 
expreffed ; the whole compafs of their thous;hts 
and mind being (hut up within the two fore- 
mentioned fcienccs. 

Moft of them, and efpecially thofe who deal 
in the aftronomical part, have great faith in 
judicial aftrology, although they are aftiamed 
to own it publicly. But what I chiefly admi- 
red, and thought altogether unaccountable, 
was the ftrong difpofition I obfervcd in them 
towards news and politics, perpetually enquir- 
ing into public affairs, .giving their judgments 
in matters of rtate, and paflionately difputing 
every inch of a party opinion, . I have indeed 
obfcrved the fame difpofition among molt of 
the mathematicians I have known in Europe^ 
although I could never difcover the leaft ana- 
logy between the two fciences ; unlefs thofe 
people fuppofe, that becaufe the final left 
circle hath as many degrees as the largell, 
therefore the regulation and management of 
the world require no more abilities, than the 
handling and turning of a globe : but I rather 
take this quality to ipring from a very common 
infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be 
moft curious and conceited in matters where 
we have leaft concern, and for which we are 
kaft adapted either by ftudy or nature. 

Thefe people are under continual difquie-r 
tudes, never enjoying a minute's peace of 
mind ; and their difturbances proceed from 
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caufes, which very little affedl the reft of mor^ 
tals. Their apprchenfions arife from feveral 
changes they dread in the celeftial bodies. For 
inftance, that the earth by the continual apr 
proaches of the fun towards it muft in courfe 
of time be abforbed, or fwallowed up. That 
the face of the fun will by degrees be encruft- 
icd with its own effluvia, and give no more 
light to the world. That the earth very nar- 
rowly efc.^ped a brufli from the tail of the 
laft comet, which would have infallibly re- 
duced it to aflies; and that the next, which 
they have calculated for one and thirty years 
hence, will probably deftroy us. For, if in 
its perihelion it fhould approach within a cer- 
tain degree of the fun (as by their calculations 
they have reafon to dread) it will receive a de- 
gree of heat ten thoufand times more intenfe, 
than that of red hot glowing iron ; and, in 
its abfence from the fun, carry a blazing tail 
ten hundred thoufand and fourteen miles long; 
through which if the earth (hould pafs at the 
diftance of one hundred thouGind iniles from 
the nucleus, or main body of the comet, it 
muft in its paflage be fet on fire, and reduced 
to afhes. That the fun, daily fpending its 
rays without any nutriment to fupply them, 
will at laft be wholly confumed and annihi-r 
Jated ; which muft be attended with the de- 
ftruAion of this earth and of all the planets 
that receive their light from it *. 

> An thefe were fuppofitions of perfons eminent in their tune for 
msLtbematical knowledge^ 

They 
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They are fo perpetually alarmed with the 
apprehenfions of thcfe, and the like impend-^ 
ing dangers, that they can neither flecp qui- 
etly in their beds, nor have any relifli for the 
common pleafures or amufements of life. 
When they meet an acquaintance in the morn- 
ing, the firfl queftion is about the fun's health, 
how he looked at his fetting and riling, and 
what hopes they have to avoid the ftroke of 
the approaching comet. This converfation 
they are apt to run into with the fapie temper, 
that boys difcover in delighting to hear terri- 
ble (lories of fpirits and hobgoblins, which 
they greedily liflen tO| and dare not go to bed 
for fear. 

The women of the ifland have abundance of 
vivacity ; . they contemn their hufbands, and 
are exceedingly fond of ftrangers, whereof 
there is always a confiderable number from the 
continent below attending at court, cither 
upon affairs of the feveral towns and corpora- 
tions, or their own particular occafions, but 
arc much defpifed, becaufe they want the 
fame endowments. Among thefe the ladies 
chufe their gallants : but the vexation is, that 
they adl with too much cafe and fecurity, for 
the hufband is always fo rapt in fpeculation, 
that the tniftrefs and lover may proceed to the 
greateft familiarities before his face, if he be 
but provided with paper and implements, and 
without his Jtapper at his fide. 

The wives and daughters lament their con- 
finement to the ifland, although I think it the 

mod 
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moft delicious fpot of ground in the world ; 
and although they live here in the greateft 
plenty and magnincence» and are allowed to 
do whatever they pleafe, they long to fee the 
world, and take the divcrfions of the metro- 
polis, which they are not allowed to do with- 
out a particular licence from the king; and 
this is not eafy to be obtained, becaufe the 
people of quality have found by frequent ex- 
perience, how hard it is to pcrfuadc their wo- 
men to return from below. I was told, that 
a great court lady, who had feveral children, 
is nrwrried to the prime minifter, the richeft 
fubje<3: in th^ kingdom, a very graceful per- 
fon, extremely fond of her, and lives in the 
fineft palace of the ifland, went down to ij- 
gado'on the pretence of health, there hid her- 
felf for feveral months, till the king fent a 
Warrant to fearch for her, and flie was found 
in an obfcure eating-houfe all in rags, having 
pawned her cloaths to maintain an old de- 
formed foot-man, who beat her every day, 
and in whofe company flie was taken much 
againft her will. And although her hufband 
received her with all poffible kindnefs, and 
without the leaft reproach, fhe foon after con- 
trived to fteal down again with all her jewels 
to the fame gallant, and hath not been heard 
of fince. 

This may perhaps pafs with the reader ra- 
ther for an European or Englijh ftory, than for 
one of a country fo remote. But he may pleafe 
t;o confider> that the caprices of WG|pien<-kind 

are 



TO LAPUTA, &c. 3igt 

fate not limited by any climate or nation, and 
that they are much more uniform than can be 
eafily imagined. 

In about a month's time, I had made a to« 
lerable proficiency in their language, and was 
abte to anfwer moft of the king's quefUonsA 
when I had the honour to attend him. His^ 
inajefty difcovered not the leaft curiofity to en- 
quire into the laws, government, hiftory, re- 
ligion, or manners of the countries where I 
had been, but confined his queftions to the 
ftate of mathematics, and received the ac- 
count I gave him with great contempt and 
indifference, though often roufed by his flapper 
on each fide. 

CHAP. III. 

A phanomenon folved by modern pbilofopfjy and 
aftronomy. Ttbe Laputians^^^/ improvements 
in the latter. T^be king's met bod of fupprejjin^ 
infurreSiions. 

IDefired leave of this prince to fee the curi- 
ofities of the ifland, which he was gra- 
cioufly pleafed to grant, and ordered my tutor 
to attend me. I chiefly wanted to know, to 
what caufe in art or in nature it owed its feve- 
ral motions, whereof I will now give a philo- 
ibphical account to the reader. 

The flying or floating ifland is exactly circu- 
lar, its diameter 7S37 yards, or about four 
miles and an balf> and cooiequcntly contains 
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ten thoufand acres. It is three hundred yards 
thick. The bottom^ or under furface, which 
appears to thofe who view it from below, is 
one even regular plate of adamant, (hooting 
up to the height of about two hundred yards. 
Above it lie the fcveral minerals in their ufual 
order, and over all is a coat of rich mould, 
ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of the 
Ijpper furface, from the circumference to the 
center, is the natural caufc why all the dews 
ind rains, which fall upon the ifland, are con- 
veyed in fmall rivulets towards the middle, 
where they are emptied into four large bafons, 
each of about half a luile in circuit, and twQ 
hundred yards diftant from the center. From 
thefc bafons the water is continually exhaled 
by the fun in the day-time, which efTeaually 
prevents their overflowing. Befides, as it is 
in the power of the monarch to raife the ifland 
above the region of clouds and vapours, he 
can prevent the falling of dews and rains 
whenever he pleafes. For the higheft clouds 
cannot rife above two miles, as naturali/ls a- 
gree, at leaft they were never known to do Co 
in that country. 

At the center of the ifland there is a chafm 
about fifty yards in diameter, from whence 
the aftronomers defcend into a large dome, 
which is therefore called fiandona gagnole^ or 
the ajlronomers cave, fituated at the depth of a 
hundred yards beneath the upper furface of the 
adamant. In this cave are twenty lamps can« 
tinually burning, which from the refie^on of 

the 
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the adamant, caft a ftrong light into every 
part. The place is ftored with great variety of 
lextants, quadrants, telefcopes, aflrolabes, and 
other agronomical inftruments. But the great- 
eft curiofity, upon which the fate of the ifland 
depends^ is a loadftone of a prodigious (ize, in 
ihape refembiing a weaver's (huttle. It is iti 
length fix yards, and in the thickeft part at. 
leaft three yards over. This magnet is fuftained 
by a very ftrong axle of adamant paffing through 
. its middle, upon which it plays, and is poifed 
fo exadlly, that the wcakeft hand can turn it. 
It is hooped round with an hollow cylinder of 
adamant, four feet deep, as many thick, and 
twelve yards in diameter, placed horizontally, 
and fupported by eight adamantine feet, each 
fix yards high. In the middle of the concave 
fide there is a groove twelve inches, deep, in 
which the extremities of the axle are lodged, 
and turned xound as there is occafion. 

The ftone cannot be moved from its place 
by any force, bccaufe the hoop and its feet 
are one continued piece with that body of ar 
damant, which conftitutes the bottom of the 
ifland. 

By means of this load-ftone the ifland is 
made to rife and fall, and move from one 
place to another. For, with refpeft to th^t 
part of the earth over which the monarch pre- 
fides, the ftone is endued at one of its fides 
with an attradtive power, and at the other 
with a repulfive. Upon placing the magnet 
crc&f with its attracting end towards the earthy 
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the ifland defcends ; but when the repelling ' 
extremity points downwards, the ifland mounts 
diredUy upwards. When the pofition of the 
ftone.is oblique, the motion of the ifland is 
fo too : for in this magnet the forces always 
a£t in lines parallel to its direction. 

By this oblique motion the ifland is convey- 
ed to different parts of the monarch's domi- 
nions. To explain the manner of its pro- 
grefs, let ^ J8 reprefent a line drawn crofs the 
dominions of BalniiarAi, let the line c d Tt* , 
prefent the load-flone, of which let d be the 
repelling end, and c the attracting end, the 
ifland being over C ; let the flone be placed 
in the pofition c d, with its repelling end down- 
wards ; then the ifland will be driven upwards 
obliquely towards D. When it is arrived at 
D, let the flone be turned upon its axle till 
its attracting end points towards £, and then 
the ifland will be carried obliquely towards 
E } where if the ftone be again turned upon 
its axle till it flands in the pofition B F, with 
its repelling point downward, the ifland will 
rife obliquely towards F, where, by directing 
the attracting end towards G, the ifland may 
be carried to G, and from G to H by turning 
the ftone, fo as to make its repelling extre- 
mity point diredlly downward. And thus, by 
changing the fituation of the ftone as often as 
there is occafion, the ifland is made to rife 
and fall by turns in an oblique direction^ and 
by thofe alternate rifings and fallings (the ob- 
liquity being not confiderable) is conveyed 
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frocu one part of the dominions to the o- 
ther. 

But it muft be obferved, that this ifland 
cannot move beyond the extent of the domi- 
nions below, nor can it rife above the heighth 
of four miles. For which the aftronomers 
(who have written large fyftems concerning 
the (lone) aflign the following reafon ; that the 
magnetic virtue does not extend beyond the 
diftance of four miles> and that the mineral, 
which adts upon the ftone in the bowels of the 
earth, and in the fea about fix leagues diftant 
from the (horc, is not difFufed through the 
whole globe, but terminated with the limits 
of the king's dominions; and it was eafy, from 
the great advantage of fuch a fuperior fituation, 
for a prince to bring under his obedience 
whatever country lay within the attradtion of 
that magnet. 

When the ftone is put parallel to the plane 
of the horizon, the ifland ftandeth ftill ; for in 
that cafe the extremities of it, being at equal 
diftance from the earth, adl with equal force, 
the one in drawing downwards, the other in 
puftiing upwards, and confequently no motion 
can enfuc. 

This load-ftone is under the care of certain 
aftronomers, who from time to time give it 
fuch pofitions as the monarch dire(fts. They 
fpend the greateft part of their lives in obferv-* 
ing the celeftial bodies, which they do by the 
afliftance of glafles far excelling ours in goocj-r 
nefs. For, although their largeft telefcopes 

do 



224 A VdVAGiB 

do not exceed three feet, they magnify nlttch 
more than thofe of an hundred with us, and 
ihew the ftars with greater clearne(^^ This 
advantage hath enabled them to extend theif 
difcoveries much farther than our aflronomers 
in Europe ; for they have made a catalogue of 
ten thoufand fixed ftars, whereas the largeft of 
ours do not contain above one third part of 
that number. They have likewifc difcovered 
two lefler ftars, or JatelUtes, which revolve a- 
bout Mars, whereof the innermoft is diftant 
from the center of the primary planet exaftly 
three of his diameters, and the outefmoftf 
five ; the former revolves in the (jpace of tfeil 
hours, and the latter in twenty-one and a half j 
fo that the fquares of their periodical tinries are 
very near in the fame proportion with the 
cubes of their diftance from the center of 
Mars, which evidently fhews them to be go* 
verned by the fame law of gravitation, that 
influences the other heavenly bodies. 

They have obferved ninety-three diflferent 
comets, and fettled their periods with great 
cxaftncfs. If this be true (and they affirm it 
with great confidence) it is much to be wilh- 
cd, that their obfervations were made public> 
whereby the theory of comets, which at pre- 
fent is very lame and defeftive, might be 
brought to the fame perfedlion with other 
parts of aftronomy. 

The king would be the moft abfolute prince 
in the univerfe, if he could but prevail on a 
miniftry to join with him ; but thefe having 
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iheir cftates below on the continent, arid con- 
iidering that the office of a favourite hath a 
tery .uncertain tenure^ would never confent to 
the enflaving their country. 

If any town (hould engage in rebellion or 
mutiny, fall into violent fadlions, or refufe to 
pay the ufual tribute,^ the king hath two me- 
thods of reducing them to obedience. The 
firft and the mildcft courfe is by keeping the 
ifland hovering over fuch a town, and the 
lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 
of the benefit of the fun and the rain, and 
confeqiiently affli£t the inhabitants with dearth 
and difcafes And if the crime deferve it, they 
are at the fame time pelted from above with 
great flones, againft which they have no de- 
fence but by creeping into cellars or cavesi 
while the roofs of their houfes are beaten to 
pieces. But if they ftill continue obftinate, 
or offer to raife infurredions, he proceeds to 
the laft remedy by letting the ifland drop di-- 
redly upon their heads, which makes an oni** 
terfal deflmdion both of houfes and men. 
However, this is an extremity to which the 
prince is feldom driven, neither indeed is he 
billing to put it in execution, nor dare his 
tninifters advife him to an adtion, which as it 
would render them odious to the people, fo it 
would be a great damage to their own eftates, 
which lie all below, for the ifland is the king's 
demefn. 

But there is ftill indeed a more weighty 
reafon, \vhy the kings of this country have 
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been alwr.ys averfe from executing ((> tcrfrblc 
an aftion, unlefs upon the u^moft neceffity. 
For if the town intended to. be deftroycd 
Ihould have in it aivy tall rocks, as it gene*- 
rally falls out in the larger cities, a fituation 
probably chofen at firft with a view to prevent 
luch a cataftrophe ; or if it abound in high 
fpires, or pillars of ftone, a fudden fail might 
endanger the bottom or under furface of 
the ifland, which, although it confift, as I 
have faid, of one intire adamant two hundred 
yards thick, might happen to crack by too 
great a (hock, or burft by approaching too 
near the fires frorh the houfes below, as the 
backs both of iron and (lone will often do in ouf 
chimnies. Of all this the people are well ap^ 
prifcd, and underftand how far to carry their 
obftinacy, where their liberty or property is 
concerned. And the king, when he is high- 
eft provoked, and moft determined to prefs a 
city to rubbifh, orders the ifland to defcend 
with great gentlenefs out of a pretence of ten- 
dernefs to his people ; but indeed for fear of 
breaking the adamantine bottom ; in which 
cafe, it is the opinion of all their philofophers, 
that the load-flone could no longer hold it 
up, and the whole mafs would fall to the 
ground. 

By a fundamental law of this realm neither 
the king, nor either of his two elder fons, arc 
ptTinittcd to leave the ifland, nor the queen, 
till (he is paft child-bearing. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

7be author leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Bal-^ 
nibarbi, arrives at the metropolis. A de-^ 

- Jcription of the metropolis^ and the country 
adjoining. The author bofpitably received h^ 
a great lord. His converfation with that 
lord. 

ALthough I cannot fay that I was ill treated 
in this ifland, yet I muft confefs I thought 
myfelf too much ncgledled, not without fome 
degree of contempt. For neither prince nof 
people appeared to be curious in any part of 
knowledge, except mathematics and naufic, 
wherein I was far their inferior* and upon 
that account very little regarded. 

On the other fide, after havhig feen all the 
curiofities of the ifland, I was very defirous 
to leave it, being heartily weary of thofe peo-» 
pie. They were indeed excellent in tud 
iciences, for which I have great efteem^ 
and wherein I am not unverfed, but at thd 
iame time fb abftradied and involved in fpe- 
culation, that I never met with fiich difagree- 
able companions. I converfed only with wo- 
men, tradefmen, Jiappefs, and court- pages, 
during two months of my abode there ; by 
which at laft I rendered myfelf extremely con-"' 
temptible; yet thefe were the only people^ 
from whom I could ever receive a reafonable 
anfwen 

Q^a i had 
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I had obtained by hard ftudy a good degree 
of knowledge in their language : I was weary 
of being confined to an ifland, where I receiv- 
ed fo little countenance, and reiblved to leave 
it with the firft opportunity. 

There was a great lord at court, nearly re- 
lated to the king^ and for that reafon alone, 
ui'ed with refpedl. He was univerfally reckon- 
ed the moft ignorant and ftupid perfon among 
them. He had performed many eminent fcr- 
viccs for the crown, had great natural and ac- 
quired parts, adorned with integrity and ho- 
nour, but fo ill an ear for mufic, that his dc- 
traftors reported he had been often known to 
beat time in the wrong place ; neither eould 
his tutors, without extreme difficulty teach 
him to demonflrate the mod eafy propofition 
in the mathematics. He was pleafed to (hew 
me many marks of favour, often did me the 
honour of a vifit, defired to be informed in 
the affairs of Europe^ the laws and cuAoros, 
the manners and learning of the feveral coun- 
tries where I had travelled. He liftened to me 
with great attention, and made very wife ob- 
fervations on all I fpoke. He had two Jap^ 
pers attending him for ftatc, but never made 
ufe of them, except at court and in viiits of 
ceremony, and would always command them 
to withdraw, when we were alone together. 

I entreated this illuftrious .perfon to inter- 
cede in my behalf with his majefty for leave 
to depart, which he accordingly did, as he 
was pleafed to tell me with regret : for indeed 

he 
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he had made me feveral ofFers very advanta- 
geous, which however I refuled with expref- 
fions of the higheft acknowledgment. 

On the 1 6th of February I took leave of 
his majefty and the court. The king made 
mc a prefent to the value of about two hun- 
dred pounds Englifh^ and my protedor, his 
kinfman, as much more, together with a letter 
of recommendation to a friend of his in La^ 
gadof the metropolis : the ifland being then 
hovering over a mountain' about two miles 
from it, I was let down from the loweft gal- 
kry, in the fame manner as I had been taken 
up. 

The continent, as far as it is fubjeft to the 
monarch of the Jfying ijland, paffes under the 
general name of Balnibarbi ; and the metropo- 
lis, as I faid before, is called Lagade. I felt 
fome little fatisfadlion in finding myfclf on 
firm ground* I walked to the city without 
any concern, being clad like one of the na- 
tives, and fufficiently inftrudted to converfe 
with them. I foon found out the perfon's 
houfe, to whom I was recommended, prefent- 
cd my letter from his friend the grandee in 
the ifland, and was received with much kind- 
nefs. This great lord, whofe name was Mu- 
nodi, ordered me an apartment in his own 
houfe, where I continued during my flay^ 
and was entertained in a moft hofpitable man.- 
ner. 

- The n^t morning after my arrival he took 
Hic in his chariot to fee the town, which is 

0^3 about 
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^bout half the bignefs of London^ but thi 
houfes very ftrangely built, and mod of them 
out of repair. The people in the ftrects walkr 
cd faft, looked wild, their eyes fixed, and 
were generally in rags. We paflcd through 
one of the town gates, and went about three 
miles into the country, where I faw many la- 
bourers working with feveral forts of tools in 
the ground, but was not able to conjcdurc 
what they were about i neither did I obfcrvc 
any expectation either of corn or grafs, al- 
though the foil appeared to be excellent, I 
could not forbear admiring at thefe odd appear- 
ances both in town and country ; and I made 
bold to defire my conductor, that he would be 
pleafed to explain to me, what could be meant 
by (o many bufy heads, hands, and faces both 
in the ftreets and the fields, becaufe I did not 
difcover any good effefts they produced ; but, 
on the contrary, I never knew a foil fo unhap- 
pily cultivated, houfes fo ill contrived and fo 
1-uinous, or a people whofe countenances and 
habit exprefled fo much mifery and want. 

This lord Munodi was a perfon of the firft 
rank, and had been fome years governor of 
Lagado ; but by a cabal of minifters was dif- 
charged for infufficiency. However, the king 
treated him with tenderncfs, as t wcUnifieafl- 
ing man, but of a low ct)ntemptible under- 
ftanding. 

When I gave that free cenfure of the coun- 
try and its inhabitants, he made no further 
anfwer, th^n by. telling me^ that I had not 
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been long enough among them to form a 
judgment 5 and that the different nations of 
the world had different cuftoms ; with other 
common topics to the fame purpofe* But, 
. when we returned to his palace, he aflced me 
how I liked the building, what abfurdities I 
obferved, and what quarrel I had with the 
drefs or looks of his doqieftics. This he might 
fafcly do ; bccaufe every thing about him was 
magnificent, regular, and polite, 1 anfwered, 
that his excellency's prudence, quality, and 
fortune, had exempted him from thofe de- 
fc&Sf which folly and beggary had produced 
in others. He faid, if I would go with hira 
to his country-houfe about twenty miles di- 
ilant, where his cflate lay, there would be 
more leifure for this kind of converfation* I 
told his excellency, that I was entirely at his 
difpofal ; and accordingly we fet out next 
iiiorning. 

During our journey he made me obferve the 
jfoveral methods ufed by farmers in . managing 
their lands ; which to me were wholly unac- 
countable; for except in fome very few places 
I could not difcover one ear of corn, or blade 
of grafs. But in three hours travelling the 
icene was wholly altered; we came into a 
moft beautiful country; farmers houfes at 
fmall diftances neatly built, the fields en- 
clofed, containing vineyards, corn-grounds, and 
meadows. . Neither do I remember to have 
/een a more delightful profpeft. His excel7 
Icncy obferved my countenance to clear .up 5 
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he told mc with a figh, that there his cftat« 
began, and would continue the fame, till we 
ihould come to his houfe. That his country? 
men ridiculed and defpifed him for managing 
his affairs no better, and for fetting fo ill ah 
example to the kingdom, which however was 
followed by yery few, fijch as were old, and 
wilful, and weak like. himfelf. 

We came at length to the houfe, which was 
indeed a noble ftrufturc, built according to the 
bcft rules of ancient architedlure. The foun- 
tains, gardens, walks, avenues, and groves, 
were all difpofed with exafl: judgment and 
tafte. i gave due praifes to every thing I faw, 
whereof his excellency took not the leaft no- 
tice till after fupper; when, there being no 
third companion, he told me with a very me- 
lancholy air, that he doubted he muft throw 
down his houfes in town and' country to re- 
build them after the prefent mode, deftroy all 
his plantations, and caft others into fuch a 
form as modern ufage required, and give the 
fame directions to all his tenants, unlefs he 
would fubmit to incur the cenfure of pride, 
fingularity, afFedtation, ignorance, caprice, and 
perhaps encreafe his majefty's difpleafure, 
' That the admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ceafe or diminifh, when he had inform-^ 
cd me of fome particulars, which probably I 
never heard of at court, the people there be- 
ing too much taken up in their own fpecola- 
tions to have regard to what pafTec) here be- 
Jew. 

The 
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The fum of his difcourfe was to this cfFedt; 
that about forty years ago certain peribns went 
up to Laputa^ either upon bufinefs or diver- 
fion, and after five months* continuance came 
•back with a very little fmattering in mathematics, 
but full of volatile fpirits acquired in that airy 
region, Tliat thefe pcrfons upon their return 
began to diflike the management of every thing 
below, and fell into fchemes of putting all 
arts, fciences, languages, and mechanics upon 
ja new foot. To this end they procured a 
royal patent for e reding qn academy of pro- 
jcftors in Lagado\ and the humour prevailed 
ib ftrongly among the people, that there is 
not a town of any confequence in the king^ 
dom without fuch an academy. In thefe col- 
leges the profeflbrs contrive new rules and me- 
thods of agriculture and building, and new in- 
ilruments and tools for all trades and manufac- 
tures, whereby, as they undertake, one man fhall 
do the work of ten, a palace may be built in a 
week of materials fo durable, as to laft for 
ever without repairing. All the fruits of the 
earth fhall come to maturity at whatever fea- 
fon we think fit to chufe, andincreafe an hun- 
dred fold more than they do at prefent ; with 
innumerable other happy propofals. The only 
inconvenience is, that none of thefe projeds 
are yet brought to perfeftion; and in the mean 
time the whole country lies miferably wafte, 
the houfes in ruins, and the people without food 
or cloaths. By all which, inflead of being 
difcouraged, they are fifty times more violent- 

3 ly 
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ly bent uponprofecuting their fchemes, driven c- 
qually on by hopeanddelpair : that as for himfelft 
being not of an enterpriiing fpirit5 he was con* 
$ent to go on in the old forms, to live in the 
houfes his anceflors had built, and a£t as they 
did in. every part of life without innovation. 
That fome few other perfons of quality and 
gentry had done the fame, but were looked 
on with an eye of contempt and ill-will, as 
enemies to art, ignorant, and ill common- 
wealths-men, preferring their own cafe and 
floth before the general improvement of their 
country. 

His lordfliip added, that, he would not by 
any further particulars prevent the pleafure I 
ihould certainly take in viewing the grand 
academy, whither he was refolved I (hould 
go. He only defired me to obferve a ru- 
ined building upon the fide of a mountain 
about three miles diftant, of which he gave 
me this account : that he had a very con- 
venient mill within half a mile of his houfe, 
turned by a current from a large river^ and 
fufficient for his own family as well as a 
great number of his tenants. That about fe* 
ven years ago, a club of thofe projectors 
came to him with propofals to deftroy this 
mill, and build another on the (ide of that 
mountain, oh the long ridge whereof a long 
canal muft be cut for a repofitory of water 
to be conveyed up by pipes and engines to 
fupply the mill: becaufe the wind and air 
upon a heighth agitate4 the water, and there- 

by 
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by made it fitter for motion : and becaufe the 
water defcending down a declivity would 
turn the mill with half the current of a ri- 
ver, whpfc courfc 18 more upon a level. He 
faid, that being then not very well with the 
court, and preifed by many of his friends^ he 
complied with the propofal ^ and after cm- 
ploying an hundred men for two years the 
work mifcarried, the projedtors went off, lay- 
ing the blame intirely upon him, railing, at 
him ever fince, and putting others upon the 
fame experiment with equal aflurance of fuc-^ 
cefs, as well as equal difappointment. 

In a few days we came back to town, 
and his excellency confidering the bad cha- 
rader he had in the academy would not go 
with me himfelf, but recommended me to a 
friend of his to bear me company thither. My 
lord was pleafed to reprefent me as a great ad- 
mirer of proje<9:s, and a perfon of much cu- 
riofity, and eafy belief; which indeed was not 
without truth ; for 1 had myfelf been a fort 
of projeftor in my yoimger days. 
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CHAP. V. 

ITbe author permitted tqfee the grand academy rf 
Lagado. I'he academy largely defcribed. The 
arts wherein the profejors employ tbem^ 
felves •. - 

THIS academy is not an entire fingle 
building, but a continuation of fcvcral 
houfes on both fides of a ftrcet, which grow- 
ing wade was purchafed, and applied to that 
ufe, 

I was received very kindly by the warden, 
and went for many day^ to the academy. Every 
room hath in it one or more projedlors ; and 
I believe I could not be in fewer than five 
hundred rooms. 

The firft man I faw was of a meagre af- 
pe<9:, with footy hands and face, his hair and 
beard long, ragged and finged in feverai pla- 
ces. His cloaths, (hirt, and fkin, were all of 
the fame colour. He had been eight years 
upon a projedt for extracting fun-beams out 
of cucumbers, which were to be put in vials 

* However wild the de(crip- fhtp's aTOrobation, but it is not 

don of the flying ifland ar^d ea/y to diicovcr what in parti- 

the manners and various pro- cular is meant by the woro real, 

jeAs of the philofophers of La- iince every pidare is a real pic- 

£iuio may appear, ^et it is a ture, whether it be copied from 

real pidure emt>elh(hed with nature or fancy ; and indeed it 

much iasmt wit and humour, is equally difficult to conceive 

ORREar. how z figure of any kind can 

This note In general feems be embelliihed with that which 

o be a tedimony of his lord- is Mdm, 
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hermetically fealed, and let out to Warm the 
air in raw inclement fummers. He told me^ 
he did not doubt, that in eight years more he 
(hould be able to fupply the governor's gar-^ 
dens with fun- (hine at a reafonable rate; but 
he complained that his (lock was low» and 
entreated me to give him fomething as an en- 
couragement to ingenuity, efpecially fince this 
had been a very dear feafon for cucumbers* I 
made him a fmall prefent, for my lord had 
furniihed me with money on purpofe, becaufe 
he knew their praAice .of begging from all 
who go to fee them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready 
to haften back> being almofl overcome with a 
horrible (link. My conductor prefled me for- 
ward, conjuring me in a whifpcr to give no 
offence, which would be highly refcnted, and 
therefore I durft not fo much as ftop my nofe. 
The projedlor of this cell was the moft an- 
cient iludent of the academy; his face and 
beard were of a pale yellow; his hands and 
cloaths dawbed over with filth. When I was 
prefcnted to him he gave me a clofe embrace 
{a compliment I could well have excufed.) 
His employment from his firft coming into 
the academy was an opcratioD to reduce hu- 
man excrement to its original food by fepa- 
rating the fcveral parts, removing the tinAure 
which It receives from the gall, making the 
odour exhale, and fcumming ofiF the faliva. 
He had a weekly allowance from the ibciety of 

avcfTd 



238 A VOYAGE 

a veflel filled with human ordure about the big- 
nefs of a Brijiol barrel. 

I faw another at work to calcine ice into 
gunpowder, who likewife fbewed me a trea- 
tife he had written concerning the malleabili* 
ty of fire, which he intended to publifti. 

There was a moft ingenious architc<a, who 
had contrived a new method for building 
houfes by beginning at the roof, and w^ork^ 
ing downwards to the foundation, which he 
juftified to me by the like pradice of thofe 
two prudent infefts the bee and the fpider. 

There was a man born blind, who had fe- 
deral apprentices in his own condition ; their 
employment was to mix colours for painters, 
which their mafter taught them to diftinguifh 
by feeling and fmelling. It was indeed my 
misfortune to find them at that time not very 
perfeft in their leffons, and the profeffor him- 
ielf happened to be generally miftakcn. This 
artifl is much encouraged and efteemed by the 
whole fraternity. 

In another apartment I was highly pleafed 
with a projedlor, who had found a device of 
plowing the ground with hogs to favc the 
-charges of ploughs, cattle, and labour. The 
method is this : in an acre of ground you bury 
at fix inches didance and eight deep a quan«- 
tity of acorns, dates, chefnuts, and other mafle 
or vegetables, whereof thefe animals are fond- 
eft: then you drive fix hundred or more of 
them into the fieU, where in a few days they 
will root up the whole ground in fearch of 

their 
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their food, and make it fit for fowing, at the 
fame time manuring it with their dung ; it is 
true^ upon experiment they found the charge 
and trouble very great, and they had little or 
no crop. However, it is not doubted that 
this invention may be capable of great improve- 
ment.. 

I went into another room, where the walls 
and cieling were all hung round with cobwebs, 
except a narrow paffage for the artift to go ia 
and out. At my entrance he called aloud to 
me not to difturb his webs. He lamented the 
fatal miftake the world had been fo long in of 
ufing filk- worms, while we had fuch plenty 
of domeftic infcdts who infinitely excelled th« ^ 
former, bccaufe they underftood how to weave 
as well as fpin. And he propofed farther, 
that by employing fpidcrs the charge of dying 
filks (hould be wholly faved ; whereof I was 
fully convinced, when he (hewed me a vaft 
number of flies moft beautifully coloured, 
wherewith he fed his fpiders, afluring us that 
the webs would take a tindure from them> 
and as he had them of all hues, he hoped to 
fit every body's fancy, as foon as he could find 
proper food for the flies, of certain gums, 
oils, and other glutinous matter to give a 
ftrength and confiflence to the threads. 

There was an aftronomer, who had under- 
taken to place a fun-dial upon the great wea- 
ther-cock on the town-houfe, by adjufting the 
annual and diurnal motions of the earth and 

fun. 
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fun, Co as to anfwer and coincide with sdl acci- 
dental turnings of the wind. 

I was complaining of a fmall fit of the cho- 
Hc, upon which my condudlor led me into a 
room where a great phyfician refided> wha 
was famous for curing that difeafe by contrary 
operations from the fame inftrument. He had 
a large pair of bellows with a Ipng {leader 
muzzle of ivory : this be conveyed eight in- 
ches up the anusp and drawing in the wind he 
affirmed he could make the guts- as lank as z 
dried bladder. But when the difeafe was 
more flubborn and violent, he let in the muz* 
ale while the bellows were fidl of windy 
which he difcharged into the body of the pa- 
tient ; then withdrew the inftrument to re- 
plenifh it, clapping his thumb ftrongly againft 
the orifice of the fundament ; and this being 
repeated three or four times, the adventitious 
Ivind would rufh out, bringing the noxious a- 
long with it (like water put i;ito a pump) and' 
the patient recover. I faw him try both ex^ 
periments upon a dog, but could not difcern 
any efFedt from the former. After the latter 
the animal was ready to burfl, and made fti 
violent a difcharge, as was very offenfive to 
me and my companions. The dog died on the 
Ipot, and we left the dodtor endeavouring to 
recover him by the fame operation. 

I vifited many other apartments, btit (hall 
not trouble my reader with all the cariofities 1 
obferved, being (ludious of brevity. 

I had 
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1 had hitherto fccn only one fide of the aca- 
demy, the other being appropriated to the ad- 
vancers of fpeculative learnings of whom I 
Ihall (ay fbmething when I have mentioned 
one illuftrious peribn more» who is called a<^ 
tnong th^tn tie univerfal artiJL He told us, 
hfc bad been thirty years employing his thoughts 
for the improvement of human life« He had 
two large rooms full of wonderful curiofities, 
and fifty men at work. Some were condenf- 
iog air into a dry tangible fubdance by ex- 
trading the nitre, and letting the aqueous of 
fluid particles percolate ; others foftening mar- 
ble for pillows and pinculhions ; others petri- 
fying the hoofs of a living hbrfe to prcfervc 
them from foundering. The artift himfelf 
was at that time bufy upon two great defigns ^ 
the firfl to (bw land with chaC wherdn he 
affirmed the true feminal virtue to be contain- 
ed, as \ip demonftrated bv feveral exderi- 
ments^ which I was not milful enoilgh td 
comprehend. The other was by a dcrtaiii com- 
pofition of gums^ minerals, and vegetables^ 
outwardly applied to prevent the grov^th of 
wool upon two young lambs ; and he hoped in 
a reafonable time to propagate the breed of 
tiaked (beep all over the kingdomi 
• We orbited a walk to the other part of the 
academy, where as I have already faid the pro- 
jectors in fpeculative learning refided* 

The firft profcffor I faw was in a very large 
loom with forty pupils about him. After ili- 
hitatioti obferving me to look earneftly upon a 
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frame, which took up the greateft part" of 
both the length and breadth of the room, he 
faid perhaps I might wonder to fee him em- 
ployed in a projeft for improving fpeculativc 
knowledge by pradfcical and mechanical opera- 
tions. But the world would foon be fenfibic 
of its ufefulnefs ; and he flattered himfelf, 
that a more noble exalted thought never fprang 
in any other man's head. Every one knew, 
how laborious the ufual method is of attain- 
ing to arts and fciences ; whereas by his con- 
trivance the mod ignorant perfon at a reafon^* 
able charge and with a little bodily labour might 
write books in philofophy, poetry, politics, 
few,, mathematics, and theology, without the 
leaft affiftance from genius or ftudy. He then 
led me to the frame, about the fides whereof 
all his pupils flood in ranks. It was twenty 
feet fquare, placed in the middle of the room. 
The fuperficies was compofcd of fcveral bits 
of wood about the bignefs of a dye, but fome 
larger than others. They were all linked to- 
gether by flender wires, Thefe bits of wood 
were covered on every fquare with paper part- 
ed on them ; and on thefe papers were writ- 
ten all the words of their language in their 
feveral moods, tenfes, and declenfions; but 
without any order. The profeflbr then de- 
fired me to obferve ; for he was going to fet 
his engine at work. The pupils at his com- 
mand took each of them hold of an iron han- 
dle, whereof there were forty fixed round the 
edges of the frame ; and giving them a fudden 
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tUrri the whole difpofition of the words was 
intirely changed; He then commanded fix 
and thirty of the lads to read the feveral lines 
Ibftly, as they appeared Upon the frame ; and 
where they found three or four words toge- 
ther, that might make part of a fentence, 
they didiated to the four remaining boys, who 
were fcribes. This work was repeated three 
or four times, and at every tiirn the engine 
was fo contrived, that the words (hifted into 
new places, as the fquare bits of wood moved 
Upfide down. 

Six hours a day the young ftudents were em- 
ployed in this labour, and the prbfeffor (hewed 
me feveral volumes in large folio already col- 
leded of broken fentcnces, which he intended 
to piece together^ and out of thofe rich mate- 
rials to give the world a compleat body of all 
art§ and fciences ; which however might be 
ftill improved and much expedited, if the pub- 
lic would raife a fund for making and employ- 
ing five hundred fuch frames in hdgado^ and 
oblige the managers to contribute in common 
their feveral coUedtions, 

He aflured me, that this invention had cm- 

Eloyed all his thoughts from his youth ; that 
e had emptied the whole vocabulary into his 
frame, and made the flridteft computation of 
the general proportion there is in books be- 
tween the numbers of particles, nouns, and 
verbs, and other parts of fpeech. 

I made * my humbleft acknowledgment to 

this illuftrious perfon for his great communis 
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cativenefe; and promifcd, if ever I had tbt 
good fortune to return to my native country, 
dbat I would do him juftice, as the fole inventor 
of this wonderful machine ; the form and 
contrivance of which I deiired leave to deli-* 
neate upon' paper> as in the figure here an- 
nexed. I told him, although it were the cuf- 
tom of our learned in Europe to .fteal inven- 
tions from* each other, who had thereby at 
lead this advantage, that it became ^ coatro- 
verfy which was the right owner > yet I would 
take fuch caution, that he (hould have the 
honour in tire withoot % rivisrL 

We next went to the ichool of languages* 
where three profeflbrs fat in confultation upoa 
improving that of their own country* 

The firft projcifl was to fliortew difcourfe by 
cutting polyfyllables into one, and leaving out 
verbs and participles; becaufe in^ leality all 
things iniaginable are but noun»* 

The other projed was a fchenae fbr Intirely 
sboliihing all words whatsoever; and this was 
urged as a great advantage in point oif health, 
as well as brevity. For it is plain> that every 
word we fpeak, is in fomc degree a diminu- 
tion of our lungs by corrofion ; and confe« 
quently contributes to the (hortening of our 
lives. An expedient was therefore offered, 
that fince words are only names for t&ings, it 
would be more convenient for all men to car- 
ry about them fuch things as were neceflary 
to ^cprefs the particular bufinefs they are to 
4ifcourfe on. And this invention would cer- 
tainly 
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tzinly have taken place, to- the great eafe as 
weU as health of the fubjeft, if the women in 
CGnjuni^ion with the vulgar and illiterate had 
not threatened to raife a rebellion, unlefs they 
might be allowed the liberty to fpeak with 
their tongues after the manner of their fore- 
fsi/hcn, fijch oondant irreconcileable enemies 
to icience are the common people. How- 
ever^ many of the mod learned and wife ad» 
here to the new fcheme of exprefling them- 
ielves by tJbmgs ; which hath only this incon- 
venience attending it, that if a man's buiinefs 
be very ^reat and of various kinds, he muft 
be obliged in proportion to carry a greater 
bundle of things upon his back, unlefs he can 
afford one or two ftrong fervants to attend 
him. I have often beheld two of thofe iages 
ulmaik finking under the weight of their packs, 
like pedlars among us ; who, when they met 
in the flreets, would lay down their loads, 
open their facks, and hold converfation for an 
hour together; then put up their implements, 
help each other to refume their burthens, and 
take their leave. 

But for fbort converfations a man may carry 
implements iii his pockets and under his arm3 
enough to fupply him ; and in his houfe he 
cannot be at a lofs. Therefore the roon?^ 
where company meet who praftife this art, is 
full of all things ready at hand requifite to 
furnifh matter for this kind of artificial con- 
verfe* 

. R 3 Another 
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Another great advantage propofed by thii 
invention was, that it would ferve ^s ah uni- 
verfal language to be underftood in all civi- 
lized nations:^ whofe goods and u ten (lis are gc- 
nerally of the fame lf:ind, or nearly refembling, 
fo that their ufes might eafily be comprehend- 
ed. And thus ambafTadors would be; qualified 
to treat with foreign princes, or minifters of 
ftate, to whofe tongues they were utter ftran- 
gcrg. 

I was at the mathematical fchool, where 
the mafter taught his pupils after a method 
fcarce imaginable to us in Europe, The pro- 
pofition and demonftration were fairly written 
on a thin wafer with ink compofed of a cepha- 
lic tindlurc. This the ftudent was to fwallow 
upon a failing flomach, and for three days 
following eat nothing but bread and water. 
As the wafer digefted, the tinfture mounted 
to his brain, bearing the propofition along with 
it. But the fuccefs hath not hitherto been 
anfwerable, partly by fome error in the quan^ 
turn or pompofition, and partly by the per- 
verifcnefs of lads ; to vvhom this bolus is fo 
naufeous, that they generally fteal afidc and 
difcharge it upwards, before it can operate ; 
neither have they been yet perfuaded to ufe fo 
long an s^bftinence as the prefcription requires. 
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CHAP. VI. 

A further account of the academy. T^be author 
propofes fome improvements^ 'which are honour- 
ably received. 

IN the fchool of political projeftors I was but 
ill entertained ; the profeflbrs appearing in 
my judgment wholly out of their fenfes ; which 
is a fcene, that never fails to make me melan- 
choly. Thefc unhappy people were propofing 
fchemes for perfuading monarchs to chufe fa- 
vourites upon the fcore of their wifdom, ca- 
pacity, and virtue ; of teaching minifters to 
confirit the public good ; of rewarding merit, 
great abilities, and eminent fervices; of in- 
ftrufting princes to know their true intereft, 
by placing it on the fame foundation with that 
of their people ; of chufing for employrhents 
perfbns qualified to exercife them ; with many 
other wild impoflible chimaeras, that never en- 
tered before into the heart of man to con- 
ceive; and confirmed in me the old ohferva- 
tion, that there is nothing fo extravagant and 
irational, which fome philofophers have not. 
maintained for truth. 

But however, I fhall fo far do juftice to this 
part of the academy, as to acknowledge that 
all of them were not fo vifionary. There was 
a moft ingenious do6tor, who feemed to be 
perfectly vcrfed in the whole nature and fyf- 
tcm of government. This illuftrious perfon 
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had very ufefully employed his (ludies in find« 
ing out effedual remedies for -{ill difeaies and 
corruptions, to which the feveral kinds of 
public adminiftration are fubjedl by the vices 
or infirmities of thofe who govern^ as well as 
by the licentioufnefs of thofe who are to obey. 
For inftance ; whereas all writers and reafon- 
ers have agreed, that there is a ftri<5l universal 
refemblance between the naturial and the polir 
tical body ; can there be any thing more evi« 
dent, than that the health of both mufl be 
preferved and the difeafes cured by the fame 
prefcriptions ? It is allowed, that fenates and 
great counfels are often troubled with redun- 
dant, ebullient, and ether peccant humours; 
with many difeafes of the head, and more of 
the heart i with llrong convulfions, with grie* 
vous contra^ions of the nerves and finews in 
both hands, but efpecially the right; with 
/pleen, flatus, vertigos and deliriums ; with 
fcrophulous tumours full of fcetid jpurulent 
matter ; with four frothy ru<ftations ; with ca- 
nine appetites, and cruaenefs of digeftion, be- 
fides n^any others needlefs to mention. This 
dc&or therefore propofed, that upon the meet* 
ing of a fenate certain phy/ictans fhould at- 
tend at the three firfl days of their fitting, and 
at the clofe of each day's debate feel the puUes 
of every fenator ; after which, having matarcs 
ly confidered and confiilted upon the nature of 
the feveral maladies and the methods of cure, 
they fhould on the fourth day return to the 
^nate-houfe jittended by their apotbfiairiea 

ftorcd 
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ftored with proper medicines ; and before the 
members fat, adminifter to each of them leni*^ 
tives, aperitives^ abfterfives, corrofives, reftrin- 
gentSy palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, ic«- 
terics, apophlegmatics» acou(lics^ as their fe-* 
veral cafes required; and according as thefe 
medicines fhould operate, repeat, alter, or o^ 
mit them at the next meeting. 

This projef): could not be of any great ex- 
pence to the public ; and might in my poor 
opinion be oi much ufc for the difpatch of 
buiinefs in thofe countries, where fenates have 
any (hare in the legiflative power; beget una-- 
nimity, (horten debates, open a few mouths 
which are now clofed, and clofe many more 
which are now open; curb the petulancy of 
the young, and correct the pofitivenefs of the 
old ; rouze the (lupid, and damp the pert. 

Again; becaufe it is a general complaint, 
that the favourites of princes are troubled with 
ihort and weak memories; the fame dodor 
proposed, that whoever attended a firfl mini- 
Aer, after having told his buiinefs with the ut- 
moft brevity and in the plaineft words^ /hould 
at his departure give the faid minifter a tweak 
by the nofe, or a kick on the belly, or tread 
on his corns, or lug him thrice by both 
etrsi or run a pin into his breech, or pinch 
his arm biack and blue, to prevent forgetful-* 
ne^ : and at every levee day repeat the fame 
operation, till the buiinefs were done or abfo« 
lucely refufcd* 

Ho 
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He likewife direded, that every ienator in 
the great council of a nation, after be had de- 
livered his opinion, and argued in the defence 
of it, fliould be obliged to give his vote di- 
reftly contrary ; becaufe if that were done, the 
refult would infallibly terminate in the good of 
the public. 

When parties in a ftate are violent, he of- 
fered a wonderful contrivance to reconcile 
them. The method is this : you take an hun- 
dred leaders of each party ; you difpofe them 
into couples of fuch, whofe heads are neareft 
of a fize ; then let two nice operators faw off 
the occiput of each couple at the fame time in 
fuch a manner, that the brain may be equally 
divided. Let the occiputs thus cut ofF be in- 
terchanged, applying each to the head of his 
oppofite party-man. It feems indeed to be a 
work that requireth fome exadtnefs, but the 
profeflbr aflured us, that if it were dextroufly 
performed the cure would be infallible. For 
he argued thus ; that the two half brains be- 
ing left to debate the matter between them- 
felves within the fpace of one fcuU would foon 
come to a good underftanding, and produce 
that moderation, as well as regularity of think- 
ing, fo much to be wiflicd for in the heads of 
thofe, who imagine they come into the world 
only to watch and govern its motion : and as 
to the difference of brains in quantity or qua- 
lity, among thofe who are diredors in faction; 
the doftor afTured us from his own knowledge, 
that it was a perfedl trifle, 

3 I heard 
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I heard a very warm debate between two 
profefTors abo^t the moft commodious and ef- 
fedtual ways and means of raifing money with- 
out grieving the fubjeft. The firft affirmed^ 
the jufteft method would be to lay a certain 
tax upon vices and folly ; and the fum fixed 
upon every man to be rated after the faireft 
manner by a jury of his neighbours. The fe- 
cond was of an opinion diredly contrary; to 
tax thofe qualities of body and mind, for 
which men chiefly value themfelves ; the rate 
to be more or lefs according to the degrees of 
excelling ; the decifion whereof ihould be left 
intirely to their own breaft. The higheft tax 
was upon men, who are the greateft favou- 
rites of the other fex, and the aflcflments ac- 
cording to the number and natures of the fa- 
vours they have received ; for which they are 
allowed to be their own vouchers. Wit, va- 
lour, and politenefs were likewife propofed to 
be largely taxed, and collcdted in the fame 
manner, by every perfon's giving his own 
word for the quantum of what he pofTcffed. 
But as to honour, juftice, wifdom, and learn- 
ing, they (hould not be taxed at all ; becaufc 
they are qualifications of fo fingular a kind, 
that no man will either allow them in his 
ndghbour, or value them in himfelf. 

The women were propofed to be taxed ac- 
cording to their beauty and fkill in drefliing ; 
wherein they had the fame privilege with the 
men, to be determined by their own judg- 
ment.. But conftancy> chaftity, good fenfe, and 

good 
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good nature were not rated, becaufe they would 
not bear the charge of coUedting. 

To keep fenators in the interefl of the 
crown it was propofed, that the members 
ihould raffle for employments ; every man firft 
taking an oath, and giving &curity, that he 
would vote for the court, whether he won or 
no ; after which the lo&rs had in their turn 
the liberty of raffling upon the next vacancy. 
Thus hope and expedation woold be kept z*- 
live ; none would complain of broken promi^ 
fes, but impute their diafappointments whoU 
ly to fortune, whofe ihoulders are broader and 
flronger than tbofe of a miniftry. 

Another profeflbr ihewed me a large paper 
of inftrudions for difcovering plots and con- 
piracies againft the government. He advifed 
great flatefmen to examine into the d3^t of 
all fufpedled perfons ; their times of eating ; 
Hpon which ude they lay in bed ; with which 
hand they wiped their polteriors; to take a 
Arid view of their excrements, and from the 
colour, the odour, the tafte, the confiftence, 
the crudencfs, or maturity of digeftion, form 
a judgment' of their thoughts and defigns. Be-- 
caufe men are never fo ferious, thoughtful, 
and intent, as when they are at ftool, which 
he found by freauent experiment : for in fuch 
conjundhires, when he ufed meerly as a trial 
to confider which was the heft way of mur- 
dering the king, his ordure would have a tine-- 
ture of greeny but quite differentt when he 

thought 
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thought only of railing an infurreftibn, or 
burning the metropolis. 

The whole difcourfe was written with great 
acutenc;^^ containing many obfervations both 
curious and ufeful for politicians; but as I 
conceived not altogether compleat. This I 
ventuKd to tell the author, and offered if he 
pleafed to fupply him with fome additions. 
He reoe&ved my propofition with more com- 
pliance, than 18 ufual among writers^ efpeci^ 
ally thofe of the proje&ing fpecies ; profef-* 
fing he would be glad to receive farther infor« 
mation. 

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnta^ 
by the natives called Langdon^ where I had 
ibjourned fome time in my travels, the bulk 
of the people confifl in a manner wholly of 
difcoverers, witnefles, informers, accufers, pro- 
iecutors, evidences, fwcarers, together with 
their feveral (bbfervient and fubaltern inftni- 
ments, all under the colours, the condud:, and 
pav of minifters of ftate and their deputies, 
Tne plots in that kingdom are ufually the 
workmanihip of thofe perfons who deiire to 
raife their own characters of profound politi- 
cians I to reftore new vigour to a crazy admi- 
niftration ; to ftifle or divert general difcon- 
tents ; to fill their coffers with forfeitures ; and 
raifc or fink the opinion of public credit, aa 
either (hall beft anfwer their private advan- 
tage. It is firft agreed, and fettled among 
them, what fufpcdted perfons (hall be accufed 
of a plot : then, efFedtual care is taken to fc- 

cure 
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cure all their letters and papers^ sind put the 
owners in chains. Thefe papers are delivered 
to a fett of artifts, very dexterous in finding 
out the myflerious meanings of words, fylla- 
bles, and letters : for inftance, they can dif- 
cover a clofcftool to fignify a privy- council ; a 
flock of geefc, a fenate ; a lame dog % an in- 
vader ; the plague, a (landing army; a buz- 
tardy a prime minifter; the gout, an high 
pri&ft; a gibbet, a fecretary of ftate ; a cham- 
ber-pot, a committee of grandees ; a fieve, a 
court-lady; a broom, a revolution; a moufe^ 
trap, an employment ; a bottomlefs pit, a trea^ 
fury ; a link, a court ; a cap and bells, a fa- 
vourite ; a broken reed, a court of juftice ; an 
empty tun, a general ; a running fore, the zd^ 
miniftration. 

When this method fails, they have t*vo o-^ 
thers more effedtual, which the learned among 
them call aerobics and anagrams. Fir/if they 
can decypher all initial letters into political 
meanings. Thus, iVfhall fignify a plot, Bi 
a regiment of horfe, £,, a fleet at fea : or, fe^ 
condly^ by tranfpofing the letters of the alpha« 
bet in any fufped^ed paper, they can lay open 
the deeped defigns of a difcontented party. So 
for example, if I fhould fay in a letter to a 
friend. Our brother Tom has juji got the piles^ 
a fkilful decypherer would difcover, that the 
fame letters, which compofe that fentence, 
may be analyfed into the following words, 

* See the proceedings aeainft Dr« Aturbun^ biihop of Rocbeftir 

State Trials. Vol. VI. 
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Re^, - a plot is brought home The tour: 

And this is the anagrammatic method. 

The profeflbr made me great acknowledg- 
ments ror conununicating thefe obfervations, 
and promifed to make honourable mention of 
me in his treatiie^ 

I faw nothing in this country, that could in- 
vite me to a longer continuance, and began to 
think of returning home to England. 

CHAP. VII. 

7be author leaves Lagadot arrives at Maldona- 
dal No Jhip ready. He takes ajhort voyage 
to Glubbdubdrib. His reception by the go^ 
vernor. 

TH E continent, of which this kingdom 
is a part, extends itfelf, as I have reaibn to 
believe, caft ward to that unknown tradt of ^- 
merica weftward of Californiay and north to 
the Facijic ocean, which is not above a htin-» 
dred and fifty miles from Lagado; where there 
is a good port, and much commerce with the 
great ifland of Luggnagg, fituated to the north- 
weft about 29 degrees north latitude, and 140 
longitude. This ifland of Luggnagg ftands 
(buth-eaftward of Japan^ about an hundred 
leagues diftant. There is a ftridt alliance be- 
tween the Japanefe emperor and the king of 
Luggnaggf which affords frequent opportuni- 
ties of failing from one ifland to the other. I 
determined therefore to diredt my courfe thia 

way 
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way in order to my return to Eurapei I }mtA 
two mules, with a guides to (hew me the ^f^} 
and. carry my fmall baggage; I took leave of 
my noble prote^r^ who had (hewn me fo 
much favour^ and made me a generous pre^ 
fent at my departure. 

M^ journey was without any accident or ail- 
venture worth relating. When I arrived at 
the port of Maldonada (for fo it is called) thert 
was no fhip in the harbour bound for Lugg^ 
naggf nor like to be in fome time. The town 
is about as large as Portjmoiith. I foon fell in- 
to fomA acquaintance^ and was very hoipita^i 
bly received. A gentleman of diftindion £ud 
to me, that fince the (hips bound for Lugg^ 
nagg could not be ready in lefs than a month, 
it might be no difagreeable amufement for me 
to take a trip to the little ifland of GluMtbti^ 
drib^ about five leagues off to the fouth«weft. 
He offered himfelf and a friend to. accompany 
me, and that I fhould be provided with a fmall 
convenient barque for the voyage. 

Glubbdubdrib^ as nearly as I can interpret 
the word, fignifies the ifland offorcerers or ma^^ 
gkians. It is about one third as large as the 
IJlecf Wight f and extremely fruitful : it is go- 
verned by the head of a certain tribe» who 
are all magicians. This tribe marries only a- 
mong each other, and the eldeft in fucceffion 
is prince or governor. He hath a noble pa-> 
lace, and a park of about three thoufand -a* 
crcs, furroundcd by a wall of hewn ftobe 
twenty feet high. In this park are fevend 

im9U 
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fmall inclofures for cattle, corn, arid garden- 
ing. 

The governor and his family are fcrved and 
attended by domeilics of a kind fomewhat un- 
ufual. By his (kill in necromancy he hath a 
power of calling whom he pleafeth from the 
dead^ and conimanding their fervice for twen-^ 
four hours, but no longer ; nor can he call the 
lame perfons up again in Icfs than three months, 
except upon very extraordinary occafions. 

When we arrived at the ifland, which was 
about eleven in the morning, one of the gen- 
tlemen^ who accompanied me, went to the 
governor, and defired admittance for a ftranger, 
who came on purpofe to have the honour of 
attending on his highnefs. This was imme-^ 
diately granted, and we all three entered the 
gate of the palace, between two rows of 
guards armed and dreffed after a very antic 
manner, and fomething in their countenances 
that made my flefli creep with a horror I can- 
not exprefs. We pafTed through feveral apart- 
ments between fervants of the fame, fort rank- 
ed on each fide^ as before, till we came to the 
chamber of prefence, where, after three pro- 
fbund obeyfances and a few general 'queftions, 
we were permitted to fit on three ftools near 
the loWeft ftep of his highnefs's throne. He 
tknderftobd the language of Balnibarbi, al- 
thoueh it were different from that of this 
ifland. He defired me to give him fpme ac- 
count of my travels 5 and, to let me fee that 
i ihould be treated without ceremony, he dhf- 

VoL. II. S miffed 
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mifi'ed all his attendants with a turn of his 
finger, at which to my great aftoniftiment they 
vaniihed in an inftant, like vifions in a dream, 
when we awake on a fudden. I could not re- 
cover myfclf in fome time, till the governor 
affured me, that J (hould receive no hurt; 
and obferving my two companions to be under 
no concern, who had been often entertained in 
the fame manner, I began to take courage^ 
and related to his highnefs a (hort hiftory of 
my feveral adventures ; yet not without fome 
heiitation, and frequently looking behind me 
to the place, where I had feen thofe domeftic 
fpedtres. I had the honour to dine with the 
governor, where a new fett of ghofts ferved 
up the meat, and waited at table. I now ob- 
ferved myfelf to be lefs terrified, than I had 
been in the morning. I flayed till fun-fet^ 
but humbly dcfired his highnefs to excufe me 
for not accepting his invitation of lodging in 
the palace. My two friends and I lay at a 
private hbufc in the town adjoining, which is 
the capital of tfiis little ifland ; and the next 
morning we returned to pay our duty to the 
governor, as he was pleafed to command us. 

After this manner we continued in the ifland 
for ten days, moft part of every day with thb 
governor, and at night in our lodging. I foon 
grew fo familiarized to the fight of Ipirits, 
that after the third or fourth time they gave 
me no emotion at all ; or if I had any appre^- 
henfions left, my curiofity prevailed over them. 
For his highnefs the governor Ordered me to 

call 
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tall U|) whatever perfons I woiild thufc td 
name, and iii whatever numbers^ among all 
the dead from the beginning of the world to 
the prefent time, and command them to an- 
fwer any queftiohs I fhould think fit to aflc j 
with this condition, thit my queftions muft 
be confined within the compafs of the times 
they lived in. And one thing I might depend 
upon, that fhey would certainly tell me truths 
for lying was a talent of no ufe ift the loweif 
world. I made my humble acknowledgments 
to his highnefs for fo great a favour. Wd 
were in a chamber, from whence there \Va$ a 
fair profpcA into the park. And, becaufe m/ 
firft inclination was to be entertained with 
fcehes of pomp and magnificence, I defired 
to fee Alexander the Great at the head of his 
army juft after the battle of Arbela^ which ^ 
upon a motion of the governor's fingcri im- 
mediately appeared in a large field under thd 
Window, where we flood. Alexander was call- 
ed up into the room : it was with great dif- 
^culty that I underflood his Greek*^ and haJ^ 
but little of my own* He affured me upon his 
honour, that he was not poifoned, but died ot 
fl fever by exccffive drinking ®. 

S a Nexfi 

* Aa hint from GMnfttf that terttie haidt of jiridd produoetf 

#e have loft the true Gfwiidiomi only a declaration that he died 

OaaiRY« by drankennels $ thus inade' 

' In this pftdage there is a pe- quate and ridiculoos in the ey^ 

cdiar beauty, thotieh it is ndt of reaibn is the ultimate purpoi<i 

difcovered at an hafty view. The fbrwhich AUxandtr with his ar- 

appearance of Alexander with a roy marched into a remote coun-v 

viooiioiu army immediately af- try, fubTerted a miehty empire^ 

■ andt 
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Next I faw Hannibal pafling the Alps^ wha 
told me, he had not a drop of vinegar in his 
camp *. 

I faw Cafar and Pompey at the head of their 
troops juft ready to engage. I faw the former 
in his laft great triumph. I defired, that the 
fenate of Rome might appear before me in one 
large chamber, and a modem reprefentatiire in 
counterview in another. The firft feemed to 
l>e an aflembly of heroes and demy-gods, the 
other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets, high- 
waymen, and bullies. 

The governor at my requefl gave the (ign 
for Cafar and Brutus to advance towards us. 
I was ilruck with a profound veneration at the 
fight of Brutus^ and could eafily difcover the 
moft confummate virtue, the greateft intrepi- 
dity and iirmnefs of mind, the trued love of 
bis country, and general benevolence for man- 
kind, in every lineament of his countenance. 
I obferved with much pleafure, that thcfe two 
perfons were in good intelligence with each o- 
ther ; and Cafar freely confcfled to me^ that 
the greateft adtions of his own life were not 
equal by many degrees to the glory of taking 

anddelu^ a nation with blood; * Liiy the R$man hiflorian has 

ie gained no more than an epi« relaced, that Hanmbal burnt a 

tbet to his name, which after a ereat pile of wood upon a rock 

few repetitions' was no lonjger re- mat iiopped hit pailaee, and 

«arded erea by himfelf: thai when it was thus houted poued 

9ie porpoie of his reTuirefiioa «;/Wizr upon it, by which itwa> 

appem to beat leaH equally im- maae (b loft as to be caiily cue 

portanc with that oThii life, through, 
upon which it is a fitiie not 
\ bitter than jaft. 

It 
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it away. I had the honour to have much con- 
vcrfation with 'Brutus ; and was told, that his 
anccftor Junius^ Socrates^ Epaminondasj Cato 
the younger % Sir Thomas More^ and himfelf 
were perpetually together: 2l fextumviratey to 
which all the ages of the world cannot add a 
ieventh* 

It would be tedious to trouble the reader 
with relating, what vaft numbers of illuftri- 
ous perfons were called up to gratify that in- 
fatiable defire I had to fee the world in every 
period of antiquity placed before me. I chief- 
ly fed mine eyes with beholding the deftroyers 
of tyrants and ufurpers, and the reftorers df 
liberty to oppreffed and injured nations. But 
it is impofiible to exprefs the fatisfadlion I re- 
ceived in my own mind, after fuch a manner 
as to make it a Suitable entertainment to the 
reader.. 

* I am in lome doubt whether of oar anther* who knew that 

ftf/^ the rn^ can fairly claim a Cato the cenfcr and Cato the 

ranlr among fo choice a group younger were very different per- 

4i£flhoftt» OaREar. ions, and for good reafons pre- 

This note of his lord(hip b ferred the J^/;#r. 
.an encomfiim on the judgment 
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CHAP. VIII. 

\4 further ficcount of Glubbdubdrib. ^indent 
an4 modern ^ifiqry correSttd. 

HAving a defire to fee thofe ancieots, who 
were mod renowned for wit apd learn- 
ingi I fe( apart one day on purpofir. I propo- 
U^A that flmer and ^ri/^otk might appear at 
fhe head of all their pommentgtors i but thf^ 
were 6) numerous, that fome hvindreda weie 
forced to attend in the co^rt and outward 
fooms pf the ps^lacc? I knew ^nd could dia 
itingui(h thofe two heroes at firft fi^ht, not 
pnly from the croud^ but from 9acE other. 
jPiftn^r wa3 the taller and (^on^Uer perfoa of 
the tWO> walked very erc<a for one pf bis age* 
^nd his eyes were the moft quick and pifrcing 
I ever beheld. Arijlotk {looped much, and 
made ufe of a flafF. His vifage was meagre, 
his hair lank and thin, and his voice hoUow ^* 
I foon diicovered that both of them wees pei^ 
jfedt ftrangers to the reft of the (X>niipany, and 
^ad never feeq or heard of (hen^ befoie. And 

* This d^fcription of Aru cd not fomt afefal qnalltia^ 

Jfotli is fine, and in a few bu( thefe rttd wnumMftt like hi^ 

>vord$ reprefents the trae nature hair were thin and mrngt^tctfii, 

of his works. By not having Orrkry. 



the immortal ipint of Hcmer^ In thii the nohle 

he was unable to keep his bo- tator Uxm% to be mtftakdift fee 

^ crp^; mid his flaff which h cannot be believed xhAUth 

feebly fapported him, like his JIM% real trmmumtA hofvever 

fommentators, made this de- few were utigracifJ^ 
fe^'moreconfpicuous. He want- 

I had 
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I had a whifper from a ghoft» who (hall be 
ffiamelcfsy that thefe commentators always kept 
in the moft diftant quarters from their prin- 
cipals in the lower world, through a con-- 
icioufnefs of fhame and guilt, bccaufe they 
had fo horribly mifreprcfented the meaning of 
thofe authors to pofterity. I introduced Didy^ 
mus and Eiijiathius to Horner^ and prevailed on 
him to treat them better than perhaps they 
deferved^ for he foon found they wanted a 
genius to enter into the fpirit of a poet. But 
Arijiotle was out of all patience with the ac- 
count I gave him of Scotus and Ramus^ as I 
prefented them to him, and he aiked them 
whether the reft of the tribe were as great 
dunces as themfelves* . 

I then defired the governor to call up Def- 
cartes and Gajfendi^f with whom I prevailed 
to explain their fyftems to Arijiotle. This 
great philofopher freely acknowledged his own 
miftakes in natural philofophy, becaufe he pro- 
ceeded in many things upon conjedure, as all 
men muft do ; and he found, that GaJJcndi,viho 
had niade the doArine of Epicurus as palatable 
as he could, and the vortices of Defcartes were 
equally to be exploded. He predifted the 
ikme fate to attraSlioriy whereof the prefent 
learned are fuch zealous aflerters. He faid, 

• QaJfenJi was efteemed one With great indufby he colledted 

of the greateft ornaments of whatever related to the perfon 

frmnci \ he was a dodtor of di- and to the philofophy of EpicH- 

viflity and royal profcilbr of ma- rm^ the latter of which he has 

thematics ; he was born in Fro- reduced into a compleat Syllem. 

^vrMtfin 1 592, and died in 1655^ OaRfiar. 

S 4 that 
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that new fyilcms of nature were but new h-^ 
ihions, which would vary in every age; and 
even thofe, who pretend to demonilrate them 
from mathematical principles, would flouriih 
but a fhort period of time, and be out of vogue 
when that was determined. 

I fpcnt five days in converfing with many o- 
thers of the ancient learned. 1 faw rooft of 
the firft Roman emperors. I prevailed on the 
governor to call up Eliqgabalus's cooks to dreis 
us a dinner, but they could not (hew us much 
of their fkill for want of materials. A beht 
of Agejilaus made us a difli of Spartan broth, 
but I was not able to get down a fecond fpoon- 
ful. 

The two gentlemen,, who conduced me to 
the ifland, were preficd by their private affairs 
to return in three days, which I employed in 
feeing fome of the modern dead, who had 
made the greateft figure for two or three hun- 
dred years pad in our own and .other countries 
pf Europe ; and having been always a great ad*- 
mirer of old illuflrious families, I defired the 
governor would call up a dozen or two of 
kings, with their anceftors in order for eight 
or nine generations. But my difappointment 
was grievous and unexpected. For, inftead of 
a long train with royal diadems, I faw in one 
family two fidlers, three fpruce courtiers, and 
an Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an 
abbot, and two cardinals. I have too great a 
veneration for crowned heads to dwell any 
longer en fo nif;e a fubjed. Bat as to coimt^ 

mar-. 
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marqueiTes, dukes, carls, and the like, I was 
not fo fcrupulous* And, I confefs, it was not 
without fome pleafure> that I found myfclf 
able trace the particular features, by which 
certain families are diftinguiihed up, to their 
originals. I could plaiJily difcover, from 
whence one family derives a long chin', why a 
fecond hath abounded with knaves for two 
generations, and fools for two more; why a 
third happened to be crack-brained, and a 
fourth to be (harpers ; whence it came what 
Pofydore Virgil fays of a certain great houfe. 
Nee ijir fortisy nee fcemina cajta ; how cruelty, 
falfliood, and cowardice grew to be charade^- 
iflics, by which certain families are diftin- 
guiihed as much as by their coats of arms; 
who firft brought the pox into a noble houfe, 
which hath lineally defcended in fcrophulous 
tumours to their pofterity. Neither could I 
wonder at all this, when I faw fuch an inter- 
ruption of lineages by pages, lacqueys, valets, 
coachmen, gameflers, fidlers, players, captains, 
and pick-pockets. 

I was chiefly difgufted with modern hiftory. 
For having llridlly examined all the perfons of 
greatefl name in the courts of princes for an 
hundred years paft, I found how the world 
had been mifled by proftitute writers to afcribe 
the greatefl: exploits in war to cowards, the 
wifeil counfel to fools^ iincerity to flatterers* 
roman virtue to betrayers of their country, pir 
cty to atheifts, chaftity to fodomites, truth to 
f nformers : how many innocent and excellent 

perfons 
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peribns had been condemned to death or ht- 
niihment by the pradifing of great minifters 
upon the corruption of judges^ and the malice 
of faAions : how many villains had been ex- 
alted to the higheft places of trufl:, power, 
dignity, and profit : how great a fhare . in the 
motions and events of courts, councils, and 
fenates, might be challenged by bawds, whorei, 
pimps, parafites, and buffoons : how low an 
opinion I had of human wifdom and integrity, 
when I was truly informed of the fprings and 
motives of great enterprizes and revolutions in 
the world, and of the contemptible accidents 
to which they owed their fuccefs. 

Here I discovered the roguery and ignorance 
of thofe, who pretend to write anecdotes, or 
fecret hiftory ; who fend fo many kings* to 
their graves with a cup of poifon ; will repeat 
the difcourfe between a prince and chief mini- 
fter, where no witnefs was by ; unlock the 
thoughts and cabinets of ambafladors and fe- 
cretaries of flate j and have the perpetal mif« 
fortune to be miflaken. Here I difcovered 
the true caufes of many great events that have 
furprifed the world ; how a whore can govern 
the back-flairs, the back-ftairs a council, and 
the council a fenate. A general confeiled in 
my prefence, that he got a victory purely by 
the force of cowardice and ill conduct : and 
fin admiral, that fpr want of proper intelli-* 
gence -he beat the enemy, to whom he intend- 
ed to betray the fleet. Three kings protefled 
%q me, that in their whole reigns they never 

did 
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did once prefer any pcrfon of merit, unlefs by 
miflake, or treachery of fomc minifler in whom 
,they confided: neither would they do it if 
they were to live again ; and they (hewed with 
great ftrength of reafon, that the royal throne 
could not be fupported without corruption, 
becaufe that pofitive, confident, reftive tem- 
per, which virtue infufed into a man, was a 
perpetual clog to public bufmefs. 

I had the curiofity to enquire in a particu- 
lar manner, by what method great numbers 
had procured to themfelves high titles of ho- 
nour and prodigious ellates ; and I confined 
my enquiry to a very modern period, how- 
ever without grating upon prcfent times, be- 
caufe I would be fure to give no offence even 
to foreigners j for I hope the reader need not 
to be told, that I do not in the leaft intend 
my own country in what I fay upon this oc- 
caiion. A great number of perfons concerned 
were called up, and upon a very flight exami- 
nation difcovered fuch a fcene of infamy, that 
I cannot refl^dfc upon it without fome feriouf- 
nefs. Perjury, opprcflion, fubornation, fraud, 
pandarifm, ^nd the like infirmities were a- 
mongft the moft excufable arts they had to 
inention i and for thefe I gave, as it was rea- 
iboable, gr^t allowance. But when fome con* 
fefled they owed their greatnefs and wealth to 
j(bdoiDy, or incefi s others to the profiituting 
of their own wives ^d daughters ; others to 
the betrayiBg their country or their prince; 
Spn» to poifoning, more to thp perverting of 
3 ^ juftice 
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juftice in order to deftroy the innocent : I 
hope I may be pardoned, if thcfe difcoverics 
inclined me a little to abate of that profound 
veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay to 
perfons of high rank, who ought to be treated 
with the utmoft refpedt due to their fublime 
dignity by us their inferiors. 

I h^d often read of fome great fervices done 
to princes and Aates, and defired to (ee the 
perfons, by whom thofc fervices were per- 
formed. Upon enquiry I was told, that their 
names were to be found on no record, except 
a few of them, whom hiftory hath reprcfent- 
ed as the vileft rogues and traitors. As to the 
reft, I had never once heard of them. , They 
all appeared with dejected looks, and in the 
meaneft habit, moft of them telling me they 
died in poverty and difgrace, and the reft on a 
fcafFold or a gibbet. 

Among others there was one perfon, whofe 
cafe appeared a little fingular. He had a 
youth about eighteen years old ftanding by his 
lide. He told me he nad for many years been 
commander of a fliip ; and in the fea fight at 
JtSium, had the good fortune to break through 
the enemies great line of battle^ fiak three of 
their capital (hips, and take a fourth, which 
was the fole caufe of Antbomfs flight, and of 
the viftory that enfued ; that the youth ftand- 
ing by him, his only fon, was killed in the 
adtion. He added, that upon the ceiftfidence 
of fome merit, the war being at an cnd> he 
went to Romey and follicited at the court of 

Augufiiu 
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Augujius to be preferred to a greater (hip, 
whole commander had been killed ; but with** 
out any regard to his pretenfions it was given 
to a boy, who had never feen the fea» the fba 
of Libertina, who waited on one of the em- 
peror's miftreffes. Returning back to his o\^n 
veffel he was charged with negledl of duty, 
and the fhip given to a favourite page of Pub- 
lieola^ the vice-admiral ; whereupon he retired 
to a poor farm at a great diftance from Rome^ 
and there ended his life* I was fo curious to 
know the truth of this ftory, that I defired 
Agrippa might be called, who was admiral in 
that fight. He appeared, and confirmed the 
whole account, but with much more advan- 
tage to the captain, whofe modefty had exte- 
nuated or concealed a great part of his me-^ 
rit. 

I was furprifcd to find corruption grown (b 
high and fo quick in that empire, by the force 
of luxury fo lately introduced, which made 
me lefs wonder at many parallel cafes in other 
countries, where vices of all kinds have reign- 
ed fi> much longer, and where the whole 
praiie, as well as pillage, hath been engrofled 
by the chief commander, who perhaps had 
the leaA: title to either. 

. As every perfon called up made exadly the 
fame appearance he had done in the world, it 
jjave me melancholy refledlions to obferve, how 
much the race of human kind was degene- 
rated among us within thefe hundred years 
paft. How the pox under all its cojifcquen- 

ces 
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CCS and denominations had altered every linea- 
ment of an engUJh countenance : (hortened the 
fize of bodies, unbraced the nerves, relaxed the 
firc^.vs and mufcles, introduced a fallow com- 
plexion, and rendered the flefh loofe and rancid. 
I defcended fo low as to defire, that fbmc 
engUjk yeomen of the old ftamp, might be 
fummoncd to appear; once fo famous for the 
fimplicity of their manners, diet, arid drefs; 
for juftice in their dealings; for their true 
fpirit of liberty ; for their valour and love of 
their country. Neither could I be wholly 
unmoved, after comparing the living with the 
dead, when I confidered how all thcfe pure 
native virtues were proftituted for a piece of* 
money by their grand-children, who in felling 
their votes, and managing at elections, have 
acquired every vice and corruption that can 
poffibly be learned in a court. 

C H A t>. IX. 

7be author returns to Maldonada. Sails to the 
kingdom g/^Luggnagg. The author confined. He 
isjentfor to court. The manner of bis admit'- 
tance. The kings great lenity to hisfubjeSs. 

TH E day of our departure being com6, I 
took leave of his highnefs, the governor 
of Glubbdubdribbf and returned with my twd 
•companions to Maldanada^ where after a fortr 
night's waiting, a (hip was ready to fail for 
Luggnagg. The two gentlemen, and fomc o- 

thers> 
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thersj were fo generous and kind as to furnifh 
mc with provifions, and fee me on board. I 
was a month in this voyage. We had one vi- 
olent ftorm, and were under a ncceffity of fteer-^ 
ing weftward to get into the trade- wind, which 
holds for above iixty leagues. On the 21ft of 
jlprii^ 1 708, we failed into the river of C/u-^ 
megnig^ which is a fea-port town, at the fouth* 
daft point of Luggnagg. We caft* anchor 
within a league of the town, and made a 
iignal for a pilot. Two of them came on 
board in lefs than half an hour, by whom we 
were guided between certain jfhoals and rock$» 
which are very dangerous in the paflage, to a 
large ba(in» where a fleet may ride in fafety 
within a cable's length of the town wall. 

Some of our (ailors, whether out of treach- 
ery or inadvertence, had informed the pilots 
that I was a ftranger and a great traveller ; 
whereof thcfe gave notice to a cuftom-houfc 
officer, by whom I was examined very ftridly 
upon my landing. This officer fpoke to mc 
in the language of Balnibarbu which by the 
force of much commerce is generally under- 
ilood in that town, cfpecially by fea-men^ 
and thofe employed in the cufloms. I gave 
him a (hqrt account of fome particulars, and 
made my ftory as plaufible and confident as I 
could ; but I thought it neceffary to difguife 
my country, and call myfelf an Hollander^ 
becaufe my intentions were for Japan^ and \ 
knew the Dutch were the only Europeans per- 
mitted to enter into that kingdom. I there- 
fore 
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fore told the officer^ that having be^n (hip^ 
wrecked on the coaft of Bdnibarbi^ and caft on 
a rock^ I was received up into Laputa^ or the 
flying ifland (of which he had often heard) 
and was now endeavouring to get to yapofif 
from whence I might find a convenience of 
returning to my own country. The officer 
faid» 1 muft be confined till he could receive 
orders from court, for which he would write 
immediately, and hoped to receive aa anfwer 
in a fortnight. I was carried to a convenient 
lodging with a centry placed at the door ; how- 
ever, I had the liberty of a large garden, and 
was treated with humanity enough, being 
maintained all the time at the king's charge. 
I was invited by fcveral perfons, chiefly out of 
curiofity, becaufe it was reported that I came 
from countries very remote, of which they 
had never heard. 

I hired a young man, who came in the 
fame fhip. to be an interpreter; he was a na- 
tive of Luggnagg^ but had lived fome years at 
Maldonada^ and was a perfeft mafter of both 
languages. By his affiftance I was able to hold 
a converfation with thofe who came to vifit 
me ; but this confided only of their queftions 
and my anfwers. 

The difpatch came from court about th^ 
time we expedted. It contained a warrant for 
conduding me and my retinue to TraUrag-*^ 
dubb, or Irildrogdrib^ for it is pronounced both 
ways, as near as I can remember, by a party 
of ten horfe« All my retinue was that poor 

lad 



TO LAt^UtA, &c. ^73 

lad for an interpreter, whom I perfUaded inta 
iny fcrvicc, and at my humble requeft we had 
each of us a mule to ride on; A meflenger 
was difpatched half a day's joUrney before us 
to give the king notice of my approach, and 
to defire that his majcfty would pltiafe to ap- 
point a day and hour, when it Would be his 
gracious pleafure, that I might have the hon- 
our to lick the dufi hifore bis foot- ftool. This i& 
the court ftyle, and I foutid it to be more than 
matter oi form. For, upon my admittance 
two days after my arrival^ I was commanded 
to crawl upon my belly, and lick the floor a9 
t advanced j but bn account of my being a 
ftranger care was taken to have it made id 
cleah, that the duft was not offenfive^ How- 
ever, this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to 
any but perfons of the higheft rank, when 
they defire an admittance. Nay, fbmetimes 
the floor is fl:rewed with duft ort purpofe^ wheil 
the perfon to be admittted happens to havo 
|>owerful enemies at coUrt. And I have feen 
a great lord With his mouth fo crammed, that» 
when he had crept to the proper diftance from 
the throne, he Was not able to fpeak a word. 
Neither is there any rdniedy j becaufe it Is ca- 
pital for thofe, who receive an audience, to 
ipit or vvipe their mouths in his majefty's pre- 
fence. There is indeed ariothcr cuftom which 
I cannot altogether approve of: when the king 
hath a mind to put any of his nobles to death 
in a gentle, indulgent manner, he commands 
the floor to be ftrewed with a certain brown 
Vol. IL T pow- 
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powder of a deadly compofition, which beifig 
licked up infallibly kills him in twenty-four 
hours. But in juftice to this prince's great 
clemency, and the care he hath of his fubjeds 
lives (wherein it were much to be wifhed, 
that the monarchs of Europe would imitate 
him) it muft be mentioned for his honour^ that 
flrid: orders are given to have the infedted parts 
of the floor well wafhed after every fuch tx^ 
ecution ; which if his /lomeftics negle(ft» they 
are in danger of incurring his royal difpleafure. 
I myfelf heard him give dire&ions, that one of 
his pages (hould be whipt, whofe turn it was 
to give notice about warning the floor after an 
execution, but malicioufly had omitted it, by 
which negleift a young lord of great hopes 
coming to an audience was unfortunately poi- 
fbned, although the king at that time had no 
defign againft his life. But this good prince 
was fo gracious^ as to forgive the poor page his 
whipping upon promife, that he would do fb 
no more without fpecial orders. 

To return from this digreffion ; when I had 
crept within four yards of the throne, I raifed 
myfelf gently upon my knees, and then, ftrik« 
ing my forehead feven times againft the ground, 
I pronounced the following words, as they had 
been taught me the night before, Ickpling ghff-' 
throbb fquut ferumm blhiop mlajhnalt ztvin tnod^ 
balkuj'bjlbiopbad gurdlubh ajht. This is the 
compliment eftablifhed by the laws of the land 
for all perfons admitted to the king's prefence. 
It may be rendered into Englijh thus: May 

your 
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your cctlejiial majefiy out-live the fun ^ eleven moons 
and a half. To this the king returned fome 
anfwer, ^hich although I coukl not under- 
fland> yet I replied as I had been di reded : 
Flute drin yalerick dwuldom prafirad mirpujhf 
which properly fignifies. My tongue is in the 
mouth of my friend 'y and by this expreflion was 
xneant> that I dcfired leave to bring my inter- 
preter J whereupon the young man already 
mentioned was accordingly introduced, by 
whofe intervention I anfwercd as many quef- 
tions, as his majefiy could put in above an 
hour. I fpoke in the Balnibarbian tongue, and 
my interpreter delivered my meaning in that of 
Luggnagg. 

The king was much delighted with my 
company, and ordered his BUffmarkluby or 
high chamberlain, to appoint a lodging in the 
court for me and my interpreter, with a daily 
allowance for my table, and a large purfe of 
gold for my common expences. 

I ftayed three months in this country out of 
pcrfedt obedience to his majefty, who was 
pleafed highly to favour me, and made me 
very honourable offers. But I thought it more 
confiflent with prudence and juflice to pafs the 
remainder of my days with my wife and fa- 
mily. 
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CHAP. X- 

Tibe Luggnuggians commended. A particular 
defcription of the Struldbrugs^ ivitb many con- 
^erjations between tbe autbor andfome enwunt 
ferfonsupon tbatfubjeS. 

THE Luggnuggians are a polite and gene« 
rous people ; and although they are not 
without fome (hare of that pride, which is 
peculiar to all eajiern countries^ yet they (hew 
themfelvcs courteous to flrangers, efpeciidly 
fuch who are countenanced by the court. I 
had many acquaintance among perfons of the 
heft fafhion^ and being always attended by my 
interpreter, the converfation we had was not 
difagreeable. 

One day, in much good company, I was 
aflced by a perfon of quality, whether I had 
feen any of thtix Jiruldhrugs or immortals. I 
faid, I had not ; and delired he would explain 
to me, what he meant by fuch an appellatioa 
applied to a mortal creature. He told me, that 
fometimes, though very rarely, a child hap- 
pened to be born in a family with a red cir- 
cular fpot in the forehead diredtly over the left 
eyebrow, which was an infallible mark, that 
it (hould never die. The fpot, as he defcrib- 
cd it, was about the compafs of a filver three* 
pence, but in the courfe of time gr^w larger, 
and changed its colour 5 for at twelve years old 
it became green, fo continued till five and 
twenty, then turned to a deep blue ; at five 

and 
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4ind forty it grew coal black, and as large as 
an englijio fhilling ; but never admitted any far- 
ther alteration. Hcfaid, thefe births were fo rare, 
that he did not believe there could be above e- 
leven hundrtd Jlru/Sri/gs of both fexes in the 
whole kingdom, of which he computed about 
fifty in the metropolis, and among the reft a 
young girl born about three years ago : that 
thefc produdions were not peculiar to any fa- 
mily, but a meer effedt of chance; and the 
children of th^ Jiruldbrugs themfelves were e- 
qually mortal with the reft of the people. 

I freely own myfelf to have been ftruck with 
inexpreflible delight upon hearing this account: 
and the perfon, who gave it me, happening 
to underfbnd the Balnibarbian language, which 
I fpoke very well, I could not forbear break- 
ing out into expreftlons perhaps a little too 
CxtraVagant. I cried out, as in a rapture : 
Happy nation, where every child hath at leaft 
a chance for being immortal ! Happy people, 
who enjoy fo many living examples of anci- 
ent virtue, and have mafters ready to inftrudt 
them in the wiCdomof all former ages ! but, 
happieft beyond all comparifon, are thofe ex- 
cellent Jtruldbrugs^ who being born exempt 
from that univerfal calamity of human nature, 
have their minds free and difengaged, with- 
out the weight and depreffion of fpirits caufcd 
by the continual apprehenfion of death. I 
difcovered my admiration, that I had not 
obierved any of thefe illuftrious pcrfons at- 
court f the black fpot on the forehead being 

T3 fo 
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fo remarkable a diftindlion, that I could not 
have cafily overlooked it : and it was impoffiblc 
that his majefty, a moft judicious prince, ihould 
not provide himfelf vrith a good number of 
fuch wik and able counfcUors. Yet perhaps 
the virtue of thofe reverend fages was too ftrid 
for the corrupt and libertine manners of a 
court. And we often find by experience, that 
young men are too opinionative and volatile to 
be guided by the fober diftates of their feni- 
ors. However, fincc the king was pleafed to al- 
low me accefs to his royal perfon, I was rc- 
folved, upon the very firft occafion, to deliver 
my opinion to him on this matter freely and 
at large by the help of my interpreter; and 
whether he would pleafe to take my advice or 
no, yet in one thing. I was determined, that, 
his majefty having frequently offered me an 
eftabliOiment in this country, I would with 
great thankfulnefs accept the favour, and pais 
my life here in the converfation of thofe fupc- 
rior beings, the^r«ii/^^x, if they would pleafe 
to admit me. 

The gentleman, to whom I addrefled my 
difcourfe, becaufe (as I have already obferved) 
he fpokc the language' of Balnibarbif faid to 
me with a fort of a fmilc, which ufually arif- 
eth from pity to the ignorant, that he was 
glad of any occafion to keep me among thems 
and defired my permiffion to explain to the 
company what I had fpoke. He did fo, and 
they talked together for fome time in their 
own language, whereof I underftbod not a 
5 fyllable. 
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fyllable^ neither could I obferve by their coun- 
tenances^ what impreflion my difcourfe haci 
made on them. After a ihort filence the fame 
perfon told me, that his friends and mine ((b 
he thought fit to exprefs himfelf ) were very 
much pleafed with the judicious remarks I had 
made on the great happinefs and advantages 
of immortal life, ^nd they were defirous to 
know in a particular manner, what fchemc 
of living I (hould have formed to myfelf, if 
it had Fallen to my lot to have been born a 
Jiruldbrug. 

I anfwered, it was eafy to be eloquent on {o 
copious and delightful a fubjedt, efpecially to 
me, who had been often apt to amufe myfelf 
with viiion? of what I (hould do, if I were 
a king, a general, or a great lord : and, 
upon this very cafe, I had frequently run over 
the whole fyftem how I (hould employ my- 
felf, and pafs the time, if | were fure to live 
for ever, 

That, if it had been my good fortune to 
come into the world zfirtddbrug^ as foon as I 
could difcover my own happinefs by under-' 
flanding the difference between life and death, 
I would firft refolve by all arts and methods 
whatfoever to procure myfelf riches. In the 

furfuit of which by thrift and managementj^ 
might reaibnably expe£k in about two hun- 
dred years to be the wealthieft man in the 
kingdom. In the fecond place, I would from 
my earlieft youth apply myfelf to the ftudy of 
turt^ ^ fciences, by which I ihould arrive in 
t 4 tiro« 
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time to etcel all others in learning. Laftty^ | 
would cfurefully rf cord every a£tiqn and event 
of confequencre that happened in the publici 
impartially draw the ch^ra^ters of the feveral 
(ucceifions pf princes and great minifters of 
ftate, with my ov^rn obfervations on every 
point. I would exaftly fct down the feveral 
changes in cuAoms, laoguage, fa0iions of dre6, 
diet, and diverfions. By all which acquire*^ 
IJients I fhould be a living treafury of know^ 
ledge and wifdom, and certainly become the 
oracle of the nation. 

I would never marry after threelcore, but 
jive in an hofpitable manner, yet ftill on the 
faving fide. I would entertain myfelf in fbrm^ 
ing and directing the siinds of hopeful young 
pien, jby convincing them from my own rc-» 
tnembrance, experience and obfervatibn, forti- 
fied by numerous examples, of the ufefulneft 
of virtue in public and private life. But my 
choice and conflant companions fhould be a 
^tt of my own immortal brothiiilood^ among 
whom I would eled a doeen from the moft 
ancient down to my own contemporaries. 
Where any of thefe wanted fortunes, { would 
provide them with convenient lodges round my 
own eflate, and have fome of them alwajrs at 
my table, only mingling a few of the moft va<« 
luable among you mortals, whom length of 
time would harden me to lofe with little or no 
rcludtance, ajid treat your pofterity after Ac 
fame manmrr; juft as a man diverts himfelf 
with the annual fuc<:eifion 6f pinl^s gn^ tylips 

in 
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in his garden, without regrettiog the Ibfs of 
thofe, which withered the pneceding year. 

Tbefe Jiruldirugs and I .would xnutuallj 
communicate our obfervations, and memorial 
through the courib of time ; remark the ieye^ 
ral gradations by whkh corruption fleals into 
the woildy and oppofe it in every flep by giv^ 
log perpetual warniAg and inflrudign to man* 
kind ; which, added to the ftrong influence of 
our own example^ would probably prevent that 
continual degeneracy of human nature fo juftly 
complained of in all ages. 

Add to all this the pleasure of feeing the va-« 
rious devolutions of ftates and empires ; the 
changes in the lower and upper world ; aAct-* 
cnt cities in ruins, and obfcure villages become 
the feats of kings ; famous rivers ieflening in*i» 
to fhallow brooks.; the ocean leaving onecoail 
dry« and overwhelming another ; the diicove-^ 
ry of many countries yet unknowtu Barbari-t 
ty overrunning the politeft nations, and the 
txtoft barbarous become civilized. I (hould 
then fee the difcovery of the. Jongitudt, tfatf 
perpettd^fimisiicn, the uahe/fi^medicme, and many 
other great inventions brought to the utmoft 
perfeAion. 

What wonderful difcoveries fhould we make 
in aftronomy by outgiving and confirming our 
own predictions, by obferving the progrcfs and 
returns of comets, with the changes of mo« 
tion in the fun, moon, and ftars. 

I enlarged upon many other topics, which 
the Qatural defire of endlefs life and fublunary 

hap- 
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happincfs could eafily fufnifh me with. When 
I had endedy and the fum of my difcourfe had 
been interpreted, as before, to the refl of the 
company, there was a good deal of talk among 
them in the language of the country, not 
without fome laughter at my expence. At 
laft the fame gentleman, who had been my 
interpreter, faid he was defired.by the reft to 
fet me right in a few miftakes^ which I had 
fallen into through the common imbecillity of 
human nature, and upon that allowance was 
lefs anfwerable for them. Th^t this breed of 
firuldbrugs was peculiar to their country, for 
there were no fuch people either in Balnibarbi 
or Japaus where he had the honour to be am« 
bailador from his majefty, and found the na« 
lives in both thofe kingdoms very hard to be<^ 
lieve, that the fafi: was poilible ; and it ap* 
peared from my aftonifhment, when he firft 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it 
as a thing wholly new, and fcarcely to be cre- 
dited. That in the two kingdoms above men- 
tioned, where during his refidence he had con- 
verfed very much, he obferved long life to be 
the univerfal defire and wifh of mankind. 
That whoever had one foot in the grave, was 
fure to hold back the other as ftrongly as he 
could. That the oldeft had ftill hopes of liv«f 
ing one day longer, and looked on death as the 
greateft evil, from which nature always promp* 
ted him to retreat ; only in this ifland oi Lugg-^ 
nagg the appetite for living was no| fa eager, 

froiA 
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from the continual example of the Jlruldbrugs 
before their eyes. 

That the fyftem of living contrived by mc 
was unreafonable and unjufl ; becaufe it fup- 
pofed a perpetuity of youth, health, and vi- 
gour, which no man could be fo fooli(h to 
hope, however extravagant he may be in his 
wi(hes •. That the queftion therefore was not, 
whether a man would chufe to be always in 
the prime of )routh, attended with profperity 
and health ; but how he would pafs a perpe-* 
tual life under all the ufual difadvantages, which 
old age brings along with it. For although few 
men will avow their deiires of being immor- 
tal upon fuch hard conditions, yet in the 
two kingdoms before mentioned, of Balnibar" 
Si and Japan^ he obferved that every man dc- 
fired to put off death for fome time longer, 
let it approach ever fo late ; and he rarely heard 
of any man who died willingly, except he 
were incited by the extremity of grief or tor- 
ture. And he appealed to me, whether in 
thofe countries I had travelled, as well as my 
pwn, I had not obferved the fame general dijh- 
pofitioft *, 

After 

* To this it may poffibly be tality though not perpetual youth 
. nbje&edy that th^ perpetuity of was ftmiliar, and in wliom the 

rth, health, and vigour would . wifli of peq)etiial youth only 
lefs a prodigy than the per- would have been extravagant, 
petuity of life in a bodv fubje^ becanfe that only appeared frcnn 
to gradual decay, and might ft& to be im]>oflible. 
therefbrebe hoped without great- ^ Ifitbeftid, that although 
cr extravagance gf fbUy ; but the folly of defiring life to oe 
the fentiment here expre^, is prolonged un4rr the diiadvan- 
• fhatof a bemg to whom immor- tages of old age is here finely 

ex^ 
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After this preface he gave me a particular 
account of i\i^ Jiruldbrugs among them. He 
fakl» they commonly a^ed like mortals^ till 
about thirty years old, after which by degrees 
they grew melancholy and dejed:ed, encreaf- 
ing in both till tbpy came to fpurfcore. This he 
learned from their own confeilipn i for other- 
wife, there not being above two or three of 
that fpecies born in an age, they were too few 
to form a gener^ obfervation by. When they 
came to fourfcore years, which is reckoned 
the extremity of living in this country, they 
had not only all the follies and infirmities iS 
other old men, but many more, which arofe 
from the dreadful profpe<5k of never dying. 
They were not only opinionative^ peevtffa, co- 
vetous, morofe, vain, talkative ; but incapable 
of friendfhip, and dead to all natural affedtion, 
^hich never defcended below their grand- 
children. Envy ^nd impotent deiires are their 
prevailing paiIion(. But thofe objects, againil 
which their envy feems principally directed, 
are the vice^ of the younger fort, and the 

expofed ; yet the defire of ter- decripitude of age in ibme fa« 

refbial immortality upon tenns, tore period ; yet when ereiy 

on which alone m the nature other eye fees that this period 

of things it is poffible, an ex- is arrived, he is fiill tenacious 

cmption from difeafe, Kcideht of life, and : duirmars at the 

aad decavy is tacidv aHo«fcd. conditioa upon which be ir- 

It may Be anfwerea, thtft as ceived his eirianice : to leoon- 

we grow old by imperoepdUe cife old age therefbie to eke 

degrees, §a for the moft part thoughts of a ^klUutjcw ap- 

we grow old without repiuhig, pears to be all dnt was aeca- 

and everj^ man is ready to pn>- nuy in a moral writer for prac- 

fefs himielf virilHngio diet when ticalfurpofts, 
lie fliall be ovcmken bjr the 

' ' dearfis 
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deaths of the old. By refledfcing on the for- 
mer they find themfelves cut off from all pc^-- 
iibility of pleafure ; and whenever they fee » 
funeraU they lament and repine that others 
arc gone to an harbour of reft, to which they 
thcmfelves never can hope to arrive. They 
have no remembrance of any thing, but whit 
they learned and obferved in their youth and 
middle age, and even that is very imperfcd:. 
And for the truth or particulars of any fa£t it 
is (afer to depend on common tradition, than 
upon their beft recoUedfcions. The leaft mi- 
ferable among them appear to be thofe, who 
turn to dotage,; and intirely lofe their- memo^ 
ries ; thefe meet with more pity and affiftance, 
becaufe they want many bad qualities, which 
abound in others. 

If a firuldbrug happen to marry one of his 
own kind, the marriage is diflblvcd of courfe 
by the courtefy of the kingdom, as foon as 
the younger of the two comes to be fourfcore. 
For the law thinks it a reafonable indulgence, 
that thofe, who are condemned without any 
fault of their own to a perpetual continuance 
in the world, ftiould not have their mifery 
doubled by the load of a wife. 

As foon as they have compleated the term 
of eighty years, they are looked on as dead in 
law; their heirs immediately fucceed to their 
eftates, only a fmall pittance is referved for 
their fupport; and the poor ones are maintain- 
ed at the public charge. After that period 
they are held incapable of any employment of 
3 truft 
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truft or {)rofit ; they cannot purchafe lands, ot 
take leafes ; neither are they allowed to be wit-» 
nefles in any caufe^ either civil or criminali 
not even for the decifion of meers and bounds. 

At ninety they lofe their teeth and hair; 
they have at that age no diflin£tion of tafte, 
but eat and drink whatever they can get with- 
out relifh or appetite. The difeafes they were 
fubje£t to ftill continue^ without encreafing of 
diminifhing. In talking they forget the com-^ 
mon appellation of things, and the names of 
perfons, even of thofe who are their neareft 
friends and relations. For the fame reafon 
they never can amufe themfelves with read-' 
ing, becaufc their memofy will not (erve to 
carrv them from the beginning of a ientence 
to tnc end ; and by this defed they are de- 
prived of the only entertainment, whereof they 
might otherwife be capable. 
. The language of this country being always 
upon the flux, the ftriddbrugs of one age do 
not underftand thofe of another; neither arc 
they able after two hundred years to hold any 
converfation (farther than by a few general 
words) with their neighbours, the mortals; 
and thus they lie under the difadvantage of 
living like foreigners in their own country. 

This was the account given me of tht Jiruld^ 
Srugs, as near as I can remember. I afterwards 
faw five or fix of different ages, the young- 
eft not above two hundred years old, who were 
brought to me at feveral times by feme of my 
friends; but although they were told, that I 

was 
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was a gteat traveller, and had feen all the 
world, they had not the leaft curiofity to zfk 
me a queftion ; only defired I would give them 
' JlumJkuJaJk, or a token of remembrance; which 
is a modcft way of begging, to avoid the law^ 
that ftridly forbids it, becaUfe they are pro- 
vided for by the public, although indeed with 
a very fcanty allowance. 

They are defpifed and hated by all forts of 
people ; when one of them is born, it is reck-^ 
oncd ominous, and their birth is recorded very 
particularly ; fo that you may Jcnow their agft 
by confulting the regifter; which however 
hath not been kept above a thoufand years 
paft, or at leaft hath been deftroycd by time 
or public difturbances. But the ufual wav of 
tx)mputing how old they are, is, by alking 
them what kings or great perfons they can re- 
member, and then confulting hiftory ; for in- 
fallibly the laft prince in their mind did not 
begin his reign after they were fourfcore years 
old. 

They were the moft mortifying fight I ever 
beheld; and the women more horrible than 
men. Befides the ufual deformities in extreme 
old age, they acquired an additional ghaftlinefs 
in proportion to their number of years, which 
is not to be defcribed ; and among half a do- 
zen I foon diftinguifticd, which was the eldeft, 
although there was not above a century or two 
between them. 

The reader will eafily believe, that from 
what I had heard and feen, my keen appetite 

for 
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for perpetuity of life was much abated* 1 gfcW 
heartily a/hamed of the pleaiing vifions I had 
formed ; and thought no tyrant could invent a 
deaths into which I would not run with plea- 
fure from fuch a life. The king heard of all 
that had pafled between me and my friends 
vpon this occafion^ and ralUed mc very plea* 
fantly ; wifhing I could fend a couple oiftruUr 
brugs to my oWn country to arm our people 
againfl the fear of death % but this it ieeqis ii 
forbidden by the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom, or elfe I fhould have been well con« 
tent with the trouble and expence of tranf- 
porting them. 

I could not but agree, that the laws of this 
kingdom relating to xhcjlruldbrugs were found*' 
ed upon the ftrongeft reafons, and fuch as any 
other country would be under the neceility of 
enadting in the like circumftances. Otherwife 
as avarice is the necefTary conlfequent of old 
age, thofe immortals would in time become 
proprietors of the whole nation, and engrois 
the civil power j which for want of abilities 
to manage, muft end in the ruin of the public« 

* Perhaps it may not be hope beyond it* than a man 

wholly ufelefs to remark, that is armed againft the fen tff 

the fight oi SL Stniiiiinrug would breaking hislimbs, whojuflipi 

no otherwife arm thofe againft out of a window when hk 

the fear of death, who have no houfe is on fire. 
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C H A P. XL 

The author /eaves Luggnagg^ and fails to Jap^ili 
- From thence he returns in a Dutch jhtp t^ 
Amfterdaixiy and from Amflerdam to Eng- 
land. 

I Thought this account of the jinddbrugs 
might be fome entertainment to the reader^ 
becaufe it feems to be a little oiit of the com^ 
mon.way ; at leaft I do not remember to have 
tncl the like in any book of travels, that hath 
come to my hands : and if I am deceived my 
cxtufe muft be, that it is neceffary • for travel* 
Icrs, who defcribc the fame country, very of* 
ttti to agree in dwelling on the fame particu'* 
lars, without deferving the cenfure of having 
borowed or tranfcribed from thofe who wrote 
before them. 

There is indeed a perpetual commerce be* 
tween this kingdom and the great empire of 
Japan ; and it is very probable, that the Ja^ 
fan^^ authors may have given fome account of 
the ftruldbrugs ; but my ftay in Japan was fo 
ihort, and I was fo intirely a ftranger to the 
language, that I was not qualified to make any 

• The Word meuffaty is here t!on. ** Tjavellen who defcribe 

tt^ in the fame mannery lb the faine coantry Verv often nn^ 

when hf the idiom of Our Ita- affatiiy agree in dwelling on th* 

Stage it means iwutniint% iame particulars, and therefore 

oagh it is to be underftood in d9 mot dejirvi the cenfore tf 

its proper and original figniiica- having borrowed , ^t.^* 

V©t. IL U en- 
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enquiries. But I hope the Dutch upon this 
notice will be curious and able enough to fup* 
ply my defefts. 

His majefly having often prefled me to ac** 
cept fome employment in his courts and find^ 
ing me abfolutely determined to return to mj 
native country, was pleafed to give me his li- 
cence to depart, and honoured me with a let- 
ter of recommendation under his own hand 9 
the emperor of Japan. He likewife prelcntet 
me with four hundred forty-four large pieces 
of gold (this nation delighting in even num* 
bers) and -a red diamond, which I fold in 
England for eleven hundred pounds. 

On the 6th day of Mm^ ^7^9* ^ took, a {9* 
lemn leave of his majefty and all my friends. 
This prince was fo gracious, as to order a 
guard to condudt me to GlanguenftaU, which 
is a royal port to the fotab-weji part of the 
iiland. In fix days I found a veiTel ready to 
carry me to Japan^ and fpent fifteen days ia 
the voyage. We landed at a fmall port-tow& 
called Xamofcbif fituated on xhtfoutb-eafi part 
of Japan 5 the town lies on the weftem pointt 
where there is a narrow ftreight leading north* 
noard into a long arm of the fea, upop tb« 
nortb-moeft part of which Ted^ the metropdit 
(lands. At landing I (hewed the cu(lom-hou(e 
officers my letter from the king of huggnagg 
to his imperial majefty. They knew the iS 
perfectly well ; it was as broad as the palm of 
my hand. The impre(fion was A king Ijfiing 
up a lame beggar from the eartb. The magif* 

tratca 
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trates of the town, hearing of my letter, re- 
ceived me as a public minifler ; they provided 
me with carriages And fervants and bore my 
charges to Tedb^ Where I was admitted to an 
audience, and delivered my letter, which was 
opened with great ceremony, and explained to 
the emperor by an interpreter, who then gaVc 
ine notice by his majefty*s order, that I fhould 
iignify my rcqueft, and whatever it were, it 
fhould be granted for the fake of his royal bro-* 
ther of Luggnagg. This interpreter was a 
perfbn employed to tranfadl affairs with the 
hollanders i he foon conjeftured by my counted 
nance, that I was an europearij and therefore 
repeated his majefty's commands in low*-dutcb% 
ivnich he fpoke perfeftly well. I anfwercd (as 
i had before determined) that I was a dutch 
toerchant fhipwrecked in a very remote coun- 
try, from whence I had travelled by fea and 
land to Luggnagg, and then took (hipping for 
Japan^ where I knew my countrymen often 
traded, and with fome of thefe I hoped to get 
an opportunity of returning into Europe: I 
therefore moft humbly entreated his royal fa- 
vour to give order, that I ftiould be condudted 
an fafety to Nangafac: to this I added another 

Etition, that for the fake of my patron the 
rig of Lugg/iagg, his majefty would conde- 
icend to excufc my performing the ceremony 
impofed on my countrymen, of trampling upon 
the crucifix ; becaufe I had been thrown into 
his kingdom by my misfortunes, without any 
Intension of trading. When this latter peti- 

U 2 tipn 
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tion was interpreted to the emperor, he Teemed 
a little furprifed ; and faid, he believed I was 
the firft of my countrymen, who ever made 
any fcruple in this point ; and that he began 
to doubt, whether I was a real hollander^ or 
no ; but rather fufpefted I muft be a cbrifitan. 
However, for the reafons I had offered, but 
chiefly to gratify the king of Luggnagg by an 
uncommon mark of his favour, he would com- 
ply with the Jingularity of my humour ; but 
the aflTair muft be managed with dexterity, 
and his officers fhould be commanded to let 
me pafs as it were by forgetfulnefs. For he 
aflfured me, that if the fecret (hould be difco- 
vered by my countrymen the Dutcb^ they 
would cut my throat in the voyage. I return- 
ed my thanks by the interpreter for fb unufual 
a favour ; and fome troops being at that timeoa 
their march to NangafaCf the commanding of- 
ficer had orders to convey me fafc thither with 
particular inftru£lions about the bufinefs of the 
crucifix. 

On the 9th day of Juncj 1709, I arrived at 
Nangnfac after a very long and troublefbme 
journey. I foon fell into company of fomc 
dutch failors belonging to the Amboyna of Am^ 
Jlerdanij a ftout fhip of 450 tons. I had lived 
long in Holland J purfuing my ftudies at I^dem 
and I fpoke dutch welL The feamen ibo& 
knew from whence I came laft ; they welfc cu« 
rious to enquire into my voyages, and courfe 
of life. I made up a ftory as fhort and proba- 
ble as I Vould, but concealed the greatelt part. 

I knew 
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I knew many perfons in Holland*, I was able 
to invent names for my parents, whom I pre- 
tended to be obfcure people in the province of 
Gelaerland. I would have given the captain 
(one Theodorus Vangrult) what he pleafed to 
afk for my voyage to Holland i but underftand- 
ing I was a furgeon, he was contented to take 
half the ufual rate, on condition that I would 
ferve him in the way of my calling. Before 
we took fhipping, I was often aiked by fome 
of the crew, whether I had performed the ce- 
remony above-mentioned ? I evaded the quef- 
tion by general anfwers, that I had fatisfied 
the emperor and court in all particulars. How- 
ever, a malicious rogue of a fkipper went to an 
officer, and pointing to me told him, I had 
not yet trampled on the crucifix : but the other 
who had received inftrudtions to let me pafs, 
gave the rafcal twenty ftrokes on the (houlders 
with a bamboo ; after which I was no more 
troubled with fuch queftions. _ 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this 
voyage. We failed with a fair wind to the 
cape of Good Hope^ where we ftaid only to take 
in frefti water. On the i oth of jipril, 1710, 
we arrived fafe at Amfierdamj having loft only 
three m^n by fickncfs in the voyage, and a 
fourth who fell from the fore-maft into the 
ica not far from the coaft of Guinea. From 
Amfierdam I foon after fet fail for England in a 
finall veffel belonging to that city. 

On the 16th of April we put in at the 
JDoivns. I landed next mornings and faw 

U 3 once 
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once more tny native countiy after an abience 
pf five years and fix months compleat. I 
went ftrait to fiedn^, wherp I arrived the 
iame day at two in the afternoon, and fo\)n4 
my wifg and f^iqiily in gog4 ))e4Uf « 



A VOYAOf 



JVr/j 



Jj^/2^_^^^g^ 



lilu^rtt Lfii&d 




Lcvrin glaiicL ^ ^ 



Stritffer 



KOXTYIU^HNI^S 



i<j\.:nd 




A.D.iTii.. 



Sn^srs 




J}f7fiisl^ 



iiJ)V 



fe^i 



- •• A 

V O Y A G E 

To the Country of ihe 

H OU y H N H N M S. 

CHAP. I. 

^be author Jets out as captain of a Jbip. His 
men confpir^ ^g^i^Ji ^^f confine him a long 
time to his cabhin* Set him on Jhore in an 
unknown land. He travels up into the counr 
try. The Yahoos, afirangefort of animal^ dc'^ 
fcribed. The author- meets two Houyhn* 
iiilms« 

I Continued at home with my wife and chil-* 
drcn about five months in a very happy 
condition, if I could have learned the leiTon of 
knowing when I was welK I left my poor 
wife big with child, and accepted. an advan- 
tageous offer made me to be captain of the 
Adventure f a ftout merchant-man of 350 tons: 
for I underftood navigation well, and being 
grown weary of a furgeon's employment at fea, 
which however I could exercife upon occafion, 
I took a ikilful young man of that calling, 
one Robert Purefayj into my fliip. We let 
fail from Portfmouth upon the 7th day of Sep^ 
timber, 1710; oa the 14th, we met with cap- 

U 4 tain 
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tain Pocock of Brijlol at Tienarifff who was giv- 
ing to the bay of Campecby to cut logwood. 
On the 1 6th, he was parted from us by a 
llorm ; I heard fihce my return, that his fhip 
foundered, and none efcaped, but one cabbin- 
boy. He was an honeft man, and a good 
ijliilor, but a little too poiitive in his own opir 
nions, which was the caufe of his deftrudlion, 
gs it hath been of feveral others. For if he 
had followed my advicci he might have been 
fafe at home with his family at this time, as 
wfcll as myfelf. 

I had feveral men died in my (hip of calen- 
tures, fo that I was forced to get recruits out 
of Barbadoes and the Leeward I/lands^ where I 
touched by the dire^on of the merchants, 
who employed me ; which I had ibon too 
much caufe to repent ; for I found afterwards, 
that moft of them had been bucaneers^. I 
had fifty hands on board, and my orders 
wercj that I fhould tradcf with the Indians in 
the South-fea^ and make what dilcoveries I 
could. Thefe rogues, whom I had picked up, 
debauched my other men, and they all formed 
a confpiracy to feize the fhip, and fecure me ; 
which they did one morning, rufhing into my 
cabbin, and binding me hand and foot, threa- 
tcning to throw me over-board, if I offered to 
ftir. I told them, I was their prifoner, and 
would fubmit. This they made me fwear te 
do, and then they unbound me, only faftenT 

? Ccrtiin pyratei, tluu infisficd the ir4g/0-/»£a^ iwoe ib called. 

ing 
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ing one of my legs with a chain near my bed, 
and placed a centry at my door with his piece 
charged, who was commanded to (hoot me 
dead, if I attempted my liberty. They fent 
me down victuals and drink, and took the 
government of the (hip to themfelves* Their 
deiign was to turn pyrates, and plunder the 
Spaniards^ which they could not do, till they 
got more men. But lirft they refolved to feU 
the goods in the fliip, and then go to Mada^ 
^(ifcar for recruits, feveral among them having 
died fince my confinement. They failed many 
weeks, and traded with the Indians \ but I 
knew not what courfe they took, being kept a 
clofe prifoner in my cabbin, and exped:ing no- 
thing lefs than to be murdered, as they oftea 
threatened me. 

Upon the 9th day of May^ 171 1, one "James 
Welch came down to my cabbin, and faid he had 
orders from the captain to fet me a-(hore. I ex- 
poftulated with him, but in vain; neither would 
he fo much as tell me, who their new captain 
was. They forced me into the long-boat, let- 
ting me put on my bed fuit of cloaths, which 
were as good as new, and take a fmall bundle 
of linnen, but no arms, except my hanger 5 
and they were fo civil as not to fearch my 
pockets, into which I conveyed what money 
I had with fome other little neceflaries. They 
rowqd about a league ; and then fet me down 
on a ftrand. I defired them to tell me, what 
country it was. They all fwore, they knew 
no more than myfelf, but faid, that the cap- 
tain 
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tain (as they called him) was reiblvcd, after 
they had fold the lading, to get rid of me ia 
the firfl placc> where they could di(cover land. 
They puftied off immediately^ advifing me to 
make hafle for fear of being overtaken by the 
tide, and fo bad me farewel* 

In thi$ defoUte condition I advanced for- 
ward, and foon got upon firm ground, where 
I fat down on a bank to reft myfelf and confi*^ 
der what I had beft do. When I was a little 
fefre(hed> I went up into the country, refolv^ 
ing to deliver myfelf to the firft favages I 
ihould meet, and purchafe my life from them 
by fome bracelets, glafs rings, and other toys, 
which failors ufually provide themfelves with 
ia thoTe voyages, and whereof I had fome a* 
boot me. The land was divided by long rows 
of trees not regularly planted, but naturally 
growing ; there was great plenty of grafs, and 
ieveral fields of oats, I walked very circum<» 
fpedly for fear of being furprifed, or fuddenly 
iSiot with an arrow from behind, or on either 
£de. 1 fell into a beaten road, where I faw 
many tracks of human feet» and fome of cows, 
but moil of horfes« At lail I beheld ieveral 
animals in a field, and one or two of the fame 
kind fitting in trees. Their fhape was very 
Angular and deformed, which a little difcom*^ 
poied me, fo that I lay down behind a thicket 
to obferve them better. Son>e of them com- 
ing forward near the place where I lay, gave 
me an opportunity of diftinftly marking their 
form. Then- he^ds and breafis were covered 
3 with 
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with a thick hair, fome frizled, and others 
lank ; they had beards like goats, and a long 
ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore- 
parts of their legs and feet ; but the reft of 
their bodies were bare, fo that I might fc* 
their fkins, which were of a brown buff co-r 
lour. They had no tails, nor any hair at al} 
on their buttocks, except about the anus ^ 
which, I prefume, nature had placed there to 
defend them, as they fat on the ground 1 for thit 
poflure they ufed, as well as lying down, and 
often ftood on their hind feet. They climbed 
liigh trees as nimbly as a fquirrel, for they had 
^ong extended claws before and behind, ter- 
minating in {harp points, and hooked. They 
would often fpring, and bound, and leap with 
prodigious agility. The females were not fo 
Urge as the males ; they had long lank hair oa 
their heads, but none on their faces, nor any 
thing more than a fort of down on the reft 
of their bodies, except about the anus and 
fu4enda. Their dugs hung between their fore- 
feet, and often reached almoft to the ground 
as they walked. The hair of both fexes was 
pf feveral colours, brown, red, black, and yel-* 
low. Upon the whole, I never beheld in all 
my travels fo difagreeable an animal^ or one 
^gainfl which I naturally conceived fo ilrong 
fui antipathy. So that thinking I had feen c<* 
noygh, full of contempt and averfion, I got 
Up5 and purfued the beaten road, hoping it 
might direA me to the cabbin of fome Indian^ 
I ^a4 not got far^ when I met one of thci^ 

creatures 
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creatures full in my way, and coming up di- 
rcdly to me. The ugly monfter, when he 
faw me, diftorted fcveral ways every feature of 
his vifage^ and flared as at an obje£t he had 
never feen before ; then approa€hing nearer 
lifted up his fore-paw, whether out of curio- 
iity or mifchief, I could not tell : but I drew 
my hanger, and gave him a good blow with 
the flat fide of it, for I durfl not ftrike with 
the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be 
provoked againfl me, if they fhould come to 
know, that I had killed or maimed any of 
their cattle. When the bcafl felt the fmart, 
he drew back, and roared fb loud, that a herd 
of at leafl forty came flocking about me from 
the next field, howling and making odious 
faces ; but I ran to the body of a tree, and J 
leaning my back againfl it kept them off by 
waving my hanger. Several of this curfed 
brood getting hold of the branches behind 
leapt up into the tree, from whence they b^ 
gan to difcharge their excrements on my bead i 
however, I efcaped pretty well by flicking clofe.^**! 
to the flem of the tree, but was almoft ftifled.' 
with the filth, which fell about me on pvciff 'ik 
fide. 

In the midfl of this diflrefs, I obferved them 
all to run away on a fudden as fafl as thcj 
could, at which I ventured to leave the trtc, 
and purfue the road, wondering what it was 
that could put them into this.frieht. But look* 
ing on my left hand I faw a horie walkiti^ 
foftl^ in the field ; which my perfecutors ha^ 

ing 
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ing fooneF difcovered^ was the caufe of theic 
flight. The horfe ftarted a little, when he 
came near me, but foon recovering himfelf 
looked full in my face with manifeft tokens of 
wonder : he viewed my hands and feet, walk-* 
ing round me feveral times. I would have pur- 
fued my journey, but he placed himfelf direiSl-^ 
ly in the way, yet looking with a very mild 
afpeft, never offering the leaft violence. Wo 
ftood gazing at each other for fome time ; at 
laft I took the boldnefs to reach piy hand to- 
wards his neck with a defign to ftroak it, uf- 
ing the common ftyle and whiftle of jockics^ 
when they are going to handle a flrange horfe« 
But this animal feemed to receive my civili* 
ties with difdain, (hook his head, and bent 
his brows, foftly raifing up his right fore-foot 
to remove my hand. Then he neighed three 
or four times, but in fo different a cadence, 
that I almofl began to thiqk he was fpeaking to 
himfelf in fome language of his own. 

While he and I were thus employed, anor 
ther horfe came up ; who applying himfelf to 
the firfl in a very formal manner, they gentlj 
ftruck each other's right hoof before, neigh- 
ing feveral times by turns, and varying the 
found, which feemed to be almoft articulate. 
They went fome paces off, as if it were to 
confer together, walking fide by fide, back- 
ward and forward, like perfons deliberating 
upon fome affair of weight, but often turning 
their eyes towards me, as it were to watch 
^hat I might not efcape. I was ama;&ed to 

fee 
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fee fuch aftions and behaviour in brute beafls; 
and concluded with myfelf, that if the inhabi* 
tants oif this country were endued with a propor- 
tionable degree of reafon, they muft needs be the 
wifeft people upon earth. This thought gave me 
fo much comfort, that I refolved to go forward, 
until I could difcover fome houfe or village, 
or meet with any of the natives, leaving the 
two horfes to difcourfe together as they pleafed. 
But thie firft, who was a dapple grey, obferv- 
ing me to fteal off, neighed mer me in fb ex- 
preffire a tone, that I fancied myfelf to un- 
derftand what he meant ; whereupon I turned 
back, and came near him to expert his farther 
Commands ; but concealing my fear as much 
as I could ; for I began to be in fome pain, 
how this adventure might terminate ; and the 
reader will eafily believe, I did not much like 
jny prefent fituation. 

The two horfes came up clofe to me, look* 
ing with great earneftnefs upon my face and 
hands. The grey fteed rubbed my hat all 
tound with his right fore-hoof, and diicom- 
pofed it fo much, that I was forced to adjuft it 
oetter by taking it off, and fettling it again i 
whereat both he and his companion (who was 
a brown bay) appeared to be much furprifedj 
the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and find- 
ing it to hang loofe aoout me, they both look- 
ed with new figns of wonder. He ftroaked 
my right hand, feeming to admire the foftnefe 
and colour; but he fqueefed it fo hard between 
his hoof and his paftem, that I was forced to 

roarj 



TO THE HOUYHliJHNMS. 30^ 

f oar ; after which they both touched me with 
all poflible tendemefs. They were under great 
perplexity about my (hoes and ftockings, which 
they felt very often, neighing to each oth^r, 
And ufing various gefturcs, not unlike tholi of 
a philofopher, when he would attempt to folve 
fomc new and difficult phasnomenon. 

Upon the whole, the behaviour of thefe ani- 
mals was fo orderly and rational, fo acute ainl 
judicious, that I at laft concldded, they mtiil 
needs be magician^, who had thus metamor- 
phofed themfelves upon fomc defign, and fee- 
ing a ftrangcr iti the way refolved to divert 
themfelves with . him ; or perhaps were really 
amazed at the fight of a man fo very different 
in habit, feature, and complexion, from thofe 
who might probably live in fb remote a cli^ 
mate. Upbrt the ftrength of this reafoning t 
ventured to /addrefs them in the following 
manner: gentlcfaien, if you be conjurers, asl 
have good caufe to believe, you can underftand 
any language ; therefore I make bold to let 
your worfhips know that I am a poor difttef- 
icd engiijhman driven by his misfortunes upon 
your coaft, and I entreat one of you to let me 
ride upon his back, as if he Were a real 
horft, to fome houfe or village, where I cad 
be relieved. In return of which favour I wilt 
make you a prefent of this knife and bratclet 
(taking them out of my pocket.) The two' 
.creatures flood filent while 1 fpoke, feeming 
to Kften with great attention ; and when I had 
«nded, they neighed frequently towards each 

.€ther. 
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other» as if they were engaged in ferious con^ 
verfation. I plainly obfcrved, that their lan- 
guage exprefTed the paflions very well, and 
the words might with little pains be rcfolved 
into an alphabet more eafxly thaq the cbi* 
nefe. 

I could frequently diftinguifti the word ya-^ 
boo^ which was repeated by each of them le- 
veral times; and although it was impoflible 
for me to conjecture what it meant, yet while 
the two horfes were bufy in converfation, I en- 
deavoured to pra&ife this word upon my tongue; 
and as foon as they were filent, I boldly pro- 
nounced yaboo in a loud voice, imitating at the 
fame time as near as I could the neighing of a 
horfe; at which they were both vifibly fur- 
prifed, and the grey repeated the fame word 
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right 
accent, wherein I fpoke after him as well as I 
could, and. found myfelf perceivably to improve 
every time, though very far from any degree 
of perfedkion. Then the bay tried me with a fc- 
cond word much harder to be pronounced; 
but reducing it to the engli/h orthography, 
may be fpelt thus, Houybnbnm. J did notfuc« 
ceed in this fo well as the former; but after 
two or three farther trials I had better fortune; 
and they both appeared amazed at my capa<- 
city. 

After fome farther difcourfe, which I then 
conjedtured might relate to me, the two friends 
took their leaves with the fame compliment of 
ftriking each other's hoof; and the grey made 

me 
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me figiis tfaat'I fhould ivalk bcfoi-e himi where^ 
in I bought it pnideot:itQ jComply^.tiU I could 
find a better dire(3:or. . When^ I offered to flaqk- 
en my pact»he would cry bbuun^ bimuni I guef^ 
fed his meaning, and:g^ve him to underftandi 
as well as I could, that I was weary, and not 
able to walk fader; uj^n which he would fland 
a-i'whtle to kt me reft* . . 
,■ v.*« r. ;•.■>■ ■ '.i » ... 

■ "^^-Q^^/AJ. It. .;/•.; 

Tifir autbon conduBed iy.n Houyhrihdm ii-bis 

botrfe^ 'i ^bc bouje de/tf^edi T!be mtbtnr's^re^ 

ception: tn6^yo0^^/ii/'Houynbnhntns. Tbe 

I out bar irt dijirefs for want of meat, is at lafi 

1 rdiemk , His manner tf feeding in. tins C9un^ 

tryi\n -•■;;, 

. ■ • ■ J . ' ) » 

HAving. travelled about three miles, we 
came to a long kind of building made of 
timber ftuck in the ground, and wattled a- 
crofs ; the roof was low, and covered with 
fkraw. I now began to be a little comforted ; 
and took out fome toys, which travellers ufu« 
ally carry for prefents to the favage indians of 
america and other parts, in hopes the people of 
the houfe would be thereby encouraged to re- 
ceive me kindly. The horfe made me a fign 
to go in firft; it was a large room with a 
fmooth clay floor, and a rack and manger, ex- 
tending the whole length on one fide* There 
were three nags, and two mares not eating, 
but fome of them fitting down upon their 
Vol. IL X hams, 
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hams, vMfch I veryinuch^wondtred tt; bat 
wondered more to fee the nA eofiployed ia dih 
medic Hiifinersy thefe feemed hutonHbary cit« 
tie ; howetrer this tonfinliid my firft opinion^ 
that a pcople» who could fo far civilize brute 
animals> tAUft fteedd exetl in wiilom all the 
nations of the world. The grey came in jaft 
after, and thereby preventjol any^ifl trcMmenC, 
which the others might have given me. He 
neighed to them fevera^ times in a ilyle of aa« 
thority, and received anfwers. 

Beyond this room there were Arce otbm 
reaching die length of tbe honfe^ to wbidi you 
paflcd mrough mree doors» oppofite to each o- 
theff^ in the manner of a vifta $ . wt went 
through the fecond room towards ifae third; 
here the grey walked in firft» beckoning me 
to attend : I waited in the fecond room^ and 
got ready my prefrnts for tbenxlfter and mif- 
trefs of the noofe : VHkey Were two knives, 
three bracelets of falfe pearl» a fmall looking* 
glafs» and a bead necklace. The horfe neigh- 
ed three or foar times^ and I waited to hear 
fome anfwers in a human voice, but I beard no 
other returns, than in die fame dialed:, only 
one or two a little ihriller than his. I began 
to think, that this houfe muft belong to ibme 
perfon of great note among them, becaofc there 
appeared fo much ceremony, before I could 
gain admittance. But, that a man of qualitf 
fhould be ferved all by hoi-fes, was beyond my 
comprehenfion. I feared my brata was di- 
Curbed by my AifFerings and misfortunes : I 

roofed 
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roufed myfelft atid looked abtmt me in thtt 
room where I was left alone 1 this was fur«/ 
mihed like the iirft^ only after. 4 more ele- 
gant manner. I rubbed my tya dficn^ but the 
fame objedl ftiU otcurredi I pinched my 
arfns and fides to awake myfeU> hoping I 
might be in a dream» I then abfolutely con- 
cittdedf that all thefe appearances oould be no- 
diing elfe but necromancy and magic. J3tlt t 
had no time to purfue thefe redddions ) for 
<hegrey horfe came to the doory and made 
tht a fign to fblbw him into the third room; 
where I faw a very comely mare^ together 
With a colt abd fole» fitting on theii: haunchei 
upon marts of ftraw not unartfully made ^hd 
pttftetly neat and clean. 

The mare foon after my entrance rofe frotH 
her matt» and conling up clofe^ after having 
fiiedy obferved my hands and fabe» gate me A 
moft contemptuous look t ftnd turning to the 
faorie, I heatti the word ^aJboo often repeated 
betwixt them $ the meanmg of which word t 
fcould not then comprehend^ although it were 
the firl^ I had learned to pronounce } but I waft 
ibon better informed to thy everlafting mortiii* 
ficitioii t for the horfe beckoning to me with 
his head^ and repeating the word Almunf bhuufh 
as he did upon the road, which I underflood 
was to Attend him> led nrie out into a kind of 
court, where was another building at fome 
diftance from the houfe. Here we entered> 
and I faw three of thoie deteftable creatures* 
^hich I firft met after my landing, feeding 

X a upot) 
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upon roots and the fldh of feme anim^» 
which. I afterwards found to be that of afles 
and dogs, .and now and then a cow dead by 
accident or.^ifeafe. They were all tied by the 
neck withiboiig wyths faftened to a beam> 
they held their food between the claws of 
their fore-feet, and tore it with their teeth. 

The matter horfe ordered a forrel nag, one 
cf *his fervantsj to untie the largef^ of thefe a- 
nimals, and. take him into the yard. The 
beail and I v^ere brought clofe together; and 
our CQutotehances diligently compared both by 
mafter and ieivant, who. thereupon repeated 
feveral times the v/oxd ya6aa. My horror and 
aftonifluBent.are not to be defcribed^ when I 
obfef ved in this abominable animal a perfed 
human frgure : the face of it indeed was flat 
and broad, the nofe deprefled, the lips large^ 
and the mouth wide :. hut thefe di£[ereiices arc 
common :ta all favage nations^ where the linea- 
ments xdFdi^countenance'.arediftort^ by the 
natives fufTertng their Jafants to lie grovelling 
on the eiarth^-or by csmying them on their 
backs Hitzzting with their face againft the mo? 
ther's fhoulders. TJie fore-^feet of the yaJbo^ 
differed from my hahds.in nothing elfe, but 
the length of the nails, : the cQarlenefs and 
brownnefs of the ..palms^.^and the hairi<- 
nefs on the backs. There was the iame re* 
femblance between oar feet, with the fame 
differences^ which I knew very well, though 
the hories did not .becaufe of my (hpes and 
ilockings ; the .fame in every part of our bo- 

«..'.. dies» 
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dies, except as to hairlnefs and colour,, which I 
have already dcfcribed. 

The great difficulty, that feemcd to fticfc 
with the two horfcs, was, to fee the reft of 
my body fo very different from that pf a ya^ 
JboOf for which I was obliged to roy/ deaths'^ 
whereof they had no conception. TTie forrcjl 
nag offered me a root, which he held (aftef 
their manner, as we fhatl defcribe in its pror 
per place) between his hoof and paftcrn; 1 
took it in my hand, and having fmelt it r'e^ 
turned it to him again as civilly as I could. He 
brought out of tht yahoos kennel a piece of afs's 
flefh, but it fmelt fo ofFenfively, that I turned 
from it with loathing ; he then threw it to 
th^yaboop by whom it was greedily devoured *• 
He afterwards (hewed me a whifp of hay and 
a fetlock full of oats ; but I fhook my head to 
iignify, that neither of thefe were food for me* 
And indeed I now apprehended, that I muft 
abfolutely ftarve, if I did not get to fome of 
my own ipecies ; for as to thofe filthy yiiboosy al- 
though there were few greater lovers of man- 
kind at that time, than myfelf; yet I confefs, 
1 never faw any fenfitive being fo deteftabje orf 
all accounts; and the more I came near them, 
the more hateful they grew, while I ftayed in 

» Whoever is difguded with tion of reafbn : the sppcdtes of 

this pittore of a jahoo^ wodd thofe abandoned to vice arc not 

do well to reflet, that it be- Ie(s brutal anii fordid that) that 

comes his own in exa^ pro- of a yahoo for affes fleihs nor is 

portion as he deviates from their life a flate of lefs abjedt 

irirtucy for viitue is thepeiiec* fervility. 
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that country^ This the mailer horfc obfcrvc4 
by my behaviour, and therefore fent the jalM 
back to his kenneL He then put his fprc- 
hoof to his mouth, at which I was much fur- 
prifcdi although he did it with eafe^ and with 
a motion that appeared perfeQIy natural i and 
made pdier (igns to know what I would eat ; 
but I could not return him fuch an anfwer a 
|ie was able to apprehend i and if he had un* 
derftood me, I did not fee how it was poifiblt 
to contrive any way for finding myfelf noo*» 
rilhment. Wnile we were thus engaged, I 
pbferved a cow paffing by, whereupon I points 
ed to her, and expr^ed a defire to ^ and 
milk her. This had its effed ; for he led me 
back into the houfe, and ordered a mare-fer- 
vant to open a room, where a good ftme of 
milk lay m earthen and wooden veflels af^er 9 
very orderly and cleanly manner. She ^v^ 
jac a large bowl full, of which I drank very 
heartily, and found myfelf well refre(hed. 

About noon X faw coming towards the houfe 
a kind of vehicle drawn like a fledge by fopf 
yaboQs. There was in it an old need, who 
Ibemed to be of quality ; he alighted with his 
hipdrfe^t forward, having by accident got a 
hurt in his left fore-foot. He came to dine 
with our horfir, who received him with great 
civility. They dined in the beft room» am) 
had oats boiled in milk for the ftcond courier 
vhich the (dd horfe eat walro, but Ifie'reit 
cold. Their mangers were placed cifcolar ia 
tl)e middle of tbc rooptii ao j divided into fe-. 
3 v^ral 
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Yfjral pwtiUoBS, rpun4 which $bey d^ on their 
hf^mchti uppa. bofl«$ of ftraw. Jp the mid- 
4]e w^ » }ftrge rack« with aogles ^nfwering \o 
fvery partition of th« monger.. So that cadi 
i^r^ aqd inar« eat th^ir pwo h^y» ^nd thejr 
own maih of oatf und fM\k> with fnuch. do* 
cency wid regularity. The bfthftvjevr of the 
ypHrJg coll wd folf tppcared y«iy mo4ci|; 
and XDAt of thfl mailer ^ad miitre^ extremely 
crhe^xfyl and cQippli^ir^t to their gueft. The 
grey ordered me to iftapd hy him > 9nd much 
<iilli:ovirfc p^ifed between him and his friend 
fiaoQei^in^ me. W I fQ«o4 by th? ftranger's 
Qf^n looking Q» me, and the frequent repeti- 
lioii of the wQrd>«^. 

I happened tfi wev my gloygs, whlfh the 
«w)ftcr-gwgr obfem^g, fcemed perol^^ed, dif- 
oweving figns of womder whnt I had done to 
my forv^feet; l^e put hU hoof three.. or four 
timQ9 tQ them, aq if he would fignify, that I 
0iQi^d T9^wc .them ti!> th^ir former ihape, 
ivhich I preffii^ly did, pulling off both my 
^]ove«» awl putting them ipt« my pocket. This 
pccaficined rarther talk, and I faw the company 
wat pleafed with my b«haviQBr,,wrherfof I foon 
fpund the good e0c<£ts. I wa$ order^ to fpeak 
f hfi. few liHocds I underftood i and whfle they 
were at dinner, ih« maimer i^iight m§ the naines 
for <tats,, iatUI(« Sftt. watrf, .an4 fpme .others ; 
which J could re^Iy jifotouqf^e jjkft^r him, 
tiaviAg ii'Qm my }K>\idiAg«at &c^ in learn* 
4Qg laoguagefi. .■ . t 
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When dinner was done» the mafter horfo 
- took me afide, and by figns and words made 
' me underftand the concern he was in, that I had 
nothing to eat. Oats in their tongue are call- 
ed blunnb. This word I pronounced two or 

• three times i for although I had refuied them 
at firft» yet upon fecond thoughts I confidered^ 

• that I could contrive to make of them a kind 
of bread, which might be fufficient with milk 

*to keep me alive» till I could make my efcape 
to fome other country, and to creatures of my 
•' own ipteies. The horfe immediately ordered 
a white mareriervant of his family to bring 
me a good quantity of oats in a fort of wooden 
tray. Thefe I heated before the fire, as well 
-as I could, and rubbed them till the hufks 
came dff, which I made a (hift to winnow from 
the grain; I ground and beat them between 
two ilcnes, then took water, and made them 
•into a pafte or cake, which I toafted-at the 
fire^ and eat warm with milk. It was at firft 
ti vQTf infipid diet, though common enough in 
many* parts of Bur&pSf but grew tolerable by 
timtf-; and having been often reduced to bard 
•fare m my life, Siis was not the' firft experi- 
ment I had made^ bow eafily nature is fatiA 
:fied. And I cannot but obferve, dlat'I never 
had one hour's ficknefs, while I ftaid in thifr 
ifland.' It is true, I ibmetimes made a Ihift te 
catch a rabbit, or bird, by fpringes made of 
yaJb^'shms } and I often gathereawholeibme 
herbs, which I boiled, or eat as ialads ^ith my 
brc94 9 ^nd now and then for a rarity I made a 

\- ' litUf 
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little butter^ and drank the whey. I was at 

firft at a great Jofs fpr /altjj bjit cuftom foon 

reconciled me to the want of it ; and I am 

^ confident^ that the frdqaent ufe of fait anicilg 

' us is an efftA of luxury^ and was fir(l- intro* 

-duced only as a provocative to drinks exbept 

where it is ncceflafy for preferving of flc(h in 

Jong voyages/ or in places remote from great 

markets. For we obferve no animal tQ be fond 

of it but man : and as to myfelf, when I left 

this country, it was a great while bef(^Q J 

could endure the tafte of it in any thing that 

I eat. 

This is enough to fay upon the fubjeftof 
my diet, wherewith other travellers fill their 
books, as if the readers were perfonaMy con^ 
cerned, whether we fare well or ill. How^ 
ever it was neccffary to = mention this matter, 
left the world (hould think it impoflible, that 
• I could find fuftenance for three years in 
fuch a country and among fuch inhabi- 
tants. ' -^ - 

When it grew towards evening, the ma** 
fter horfe, ordered a place for me to lodge^in ; 
it was but fix yards trom the houfe, and fapt« 
rated from the ftable of the yabaos. Hcre-I 
got fome ftraw, and covering myfelf with ti)(jr 
•own cloaths flept very found. But I was in 
a ihort time better accommodated, as the irMl^ 
der^hall knovsr hereafter, V when L come to 
tren more particularly about my way of liv- 

. . dHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 

9Y# mthar ptSmu t9 leant #i» tm^Mtfgei tk 
Hwyknhnm, Us wu^, i^t in uoMtg 
/Hm* TJI>€kttgmgtJf^rtii4, Seveml Hovyhor 
hnm» (ff qmlxty. came out tfeuri^by to>fittht 
mthfPo Hfgms Sis m^ff^ afitrt ^tccougi ff 
kk v^foge, 

MY principal codcavonr wa^ to kam dte 
Iwguago* whioh my maftfor (for £> I 
ihall henceforth call him) and his chiUtCQ* 
tP(i fVfiiy fofvaol of his houfe were defirovs to 
Hach wet For they Ictohcd upon it 9a a pnh 
4fey* tJbat a brute animal fliould difoovsr inch 
jiMrks of a ratioQal creature. 1 point^ to e* 
Yfiythiiigi and squired the name of it, which 
I wrote down in my jaurnalrioQh when I was 
alo9e» and cone^d my had accent by defif- 
ifig th^fc of the family to prqnounce it often. 
In this employment a ibrrel nag» one of the 
iiader ^trvanta* was very ready to affift me. 

In A>^hing they proiiQtinoe through the nofe 
^ wr{>a(» and their language apprfMches 
P^aitl: tQ the i^giniBitcJk, orgirmau, of any I 
|(Row in J^cpfi but is much more naceftd and 
4gA}^4Pt The emperor CSariesY^ made al* 
tfi^ the iaipe ob(ervation» when he ^d» Thai 
If he w«re to fpeak to hia horle» it CaxaM he 

The curiofity and impatience of my mailer 

were A> great, that he ipent many hours of his 

' ^ leifuro 
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leiAire to inftruA me. He was convinced (as 
he afterwards told me) that I muft be ^yahoo} 
but my teachablcncfs, civility, and cleanlinefs^ 
aftonimed him 5 which were qualities altoge- 
ther oppoiite to thofe animals. He was moft 
perplexed about my cloaths, reafoning fome- 
times with himfelf, whether ^hey were a part 
of my body 5 for I never pulled them off till 
the family were afleep, and got them on he- 
fore they waked in the morning. My mafler 
was eager to learn from whence I came ; how 
I acquired thofe appearances of reafon, which 
I diicovered in all my a&ions ; and to know 
my ftory from my own mouth, which he hoped 
he fhould foon do by the great proficrency I 
made in learning and pronouncing their words 
and fentences. To help my memory I formed 
all I learned into the engltjh alphabet, and writ 
the words down with the tranflations. This 
\zfi, after fome time I ventured to do in my 
mafter's prefence. It coft me much trouble tp 
explain to him what I was doing ; for the in?* 
haoitants have not the leaft idea of books or li*» 
tcrature. 

In about ten weeks time I was able to un« 
derftand moft of his queftions; and in threfe 
months could give him fbme tolerable anfwers. 
He was extremely curious to know f^m what 
l^art of the country I came^ and how I ww 
tau^t to imitate a rational creature ; becaufb 
th^ yahoos (whoni he faw I exaftly refembled 
in my head, hands, and (ace, that were onlv 
Tifibl^) with feme appearance of cunning, and 

the 
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the flrongeft difpofition to mifchief, were ob« 
ferved to be the mofl unteachable of all brutes. 
I anfweredy that I rame over the fea from a 
far place with many others of my own Idnd in 
a great hollow veKTel made of the bodies of 
trees $ that my companions forced me to land 
on this coaft^ and then left me to fhift for my- 
felf. It was with fome difficulty* and by the 
help of many figns> that I brought him to un- 
deriland me. He replied, that I muft needs 
be miflaken, or that I /aid the thing which was 
not (fpr they have no word in their language to 
exprefs lying or falfliood.) He knew it was 
^poffible, that there could be a country be- 
yond the fea, or that a parcel of brutes could 
inove a wooden veiTcl whither they pleafed 
upon water. He was fure no Hot^bnbnm alive 
could make fuch a velTely nor would truft ya- 
hpos^ to manage it. 

The word Hovyhnhnm in their tongue figni- 
-fies a horfe^ and in its etymology, the perfehion 
of nature. I told my mailer that I was at a 
lofs for expreffioHf but would improve as fail 
as I could ; and hoped in a (hort time I fhould 
i>e able to tell him wonders : he was pleafed 
to dire^ his own mare, his colt and fole, and 
the fervants of the family, to take all oppor- 
tunities of inilru&ing me 5 and every day for 
two or three hours he was at the fame pains 
himfelf : feveral horfes and mares of quality in 
the neighbourhood came often to our houfe, 
vpon the report , fpread of a wonderful ya-- 
kog th^t could fp^k like a Houyhnhnm, and 

feemed 
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feemed in his words and adions to difcover- 
ibme glimmerings of reafon. Thefe delighted, 
toconverfe.with me; they put many queilions, 
and received fuch anfwers as I was able to rc«. 
turn. By all thefe advantages I made fa great 
a progrefs, that in five months from my arri- 
val I underilood whatever was fpoken, andcouId» 
exprefs my£elf tolerably welL 

The HouyifiluwiS' who CMtxCrto vifit my ma-^ 
fter out of t jdefigd of feeing and talking with. 
me> could hardly' believr me to be a right ya^ 
baOf becaule ifty .bddy h^ a different covering, 
from others of tny kind. They were aflo-i 
ni(hed to obferve me "without the ufual hair 00 
ikint exception my head^ face, aiHd hands 9 
but I difcoveced that fecret to my mailer upon 
an. accident^ which happened about a fortnight 
before. ' >■• . . - n .,..? 

I have: already told the reader^ that 'every 
night, when the family were gone to bed> it 
was my cuftoni to ftrip, andi cover myfelf with 
my cloaths: it happened one morning early# 
that my mafter fent for me by the forrel nag* 
who was his valet ; when he came, I was faft 
afleep, my: cloaths fallen off on one fide> and 
*my fliirt above my waift. I awaked at the 
noife he madcy and obferved him to deliver his 
meffage in fome difordcr ; after which he went 
to my mafter, and in a great fright gave him 
a very confufed account of what he had feen : 
this I prefently difcovdred ; for going as foort 
as I was dreflfcd to pay my attendance upon 
his honour, he aiked me the meaning of what 

hrs 
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his fefvant bad reported i that I was not the 
fkme thifig when I flcipt^ as I appeared to be 
at other tinnesi that his vakt aflured hun» 
fome part of me was white» fome yellow^ at 
lifcaft not ib whhe, and fdme brown* 

I had hitherto concealed the £k:ret of my 
drefi ill order to diftinguiih mjMf^ as much 
as poifible» from that curfed race t^ yaboosi 
but now I found it in ?ain to do ft anjr lott^. 
JBefides I confidered, that my doaths and (hoes 
would foon wedr out^ which ilreAdy were in 
a declining condition^ aiid tnuft be fuppUcd 
by feme contri?ahce from the hides of /tffe«X| 
or other brutes; whereby die whole fecret 
would be known : I therefore told jfif mailer^ 
that in the country from whence I came thofe 
of my kind always covered their bodieis wi& 
the hairs of certain animals prepared hf arty 
as well fdr decency^ ^ to avoid the imdemen* 
ties of air both hot and cold i of which, <s to 
tny own perfon^ I would givt him imnvediate 
convidUon, if he pleafed to command me; only 
defiring his excufe, if I did not eatpofe tboft 
parts that nature ^ught us to cdncealv He 
faid my difcourfe was all very ftrangCt bat ef^ 
pecially the laft part ; for he could not tinder^' 
(land^ why nature fliould teach us^CD^iOnceal 
what nature had given : that neither htmfdf 
nor family were aSiamed of any parts of their 
bodies ; but however I might do IM i pleaftd. 
Whereupon I firfl: unbuttoned tny coat» and 
pulled it off. I did the fame with my waift- 
Coat; I drew off my (hoes, ftockings, and 

breeches. 
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breeches; I let my fliirt down to mf Mrii^ 
aitd drew }ip the bottom, AiOxnlng it like 41 
girdle dixmt mj diiddk to hide my tiektd^ 

Nfy mifler obfirrved the whok perfertaaMsi 
with |;refltt £gtt8 of curiofity and lulridrktiiNK 
He took up aU hiy chMKlOi^ m his pafiitfii nak 
piece after doother^ and examined ihtandibA 
gently^ he thrin ftrmked my body ?ittygentl)rv 
iutd:Jookied hxind ixse Several times^ m&t 
which he &id, it ^radpfadn I moft be a potfeft 
yalw) ; but that I dMfdted wtty knucfa fhxb die 
reft of ^y {^fbcUs iil fche ibftnefs^ whitehefs^ 
«Ad finoothnefe of taaf Am, my want bf htit 
in feveral'pahs df my body^ the flii|ie and 
Ihortnefi ot my claws behtnd ind before, imd 
j»y affdftation of walidf^ ftonciniiany oil My 
two hinder feet/. He defired to lee no m6re$ 
^tnd pLVt vkt ieaire to put on my cloadn tgain^ 
ibr I wai (hwidering with cold. 

I exptefled my uneafiitefs at his giving m« fe 
often tne if^llation ctfaJ^f an odkniii ihr- 
mal» fot which I had to tttttr an hatred attd 
t!OQtem|)t : I begged he would fbrbcat a^lf- 
ing that word to me, and take the fame drdUtr 
<in his ^amtlyy and among his friends^ wfaofti 
he fuffiered to fee me* I tcquefted liktwift, 
that the iecret of my havkig a falfe covering 
to my body m^t be known to none bw him-* 
i<d^ at baft as tbng as my prefeftt thfttki^g 
ihouid lafti for as to what the Ibrrel nag his 
valet had oUetv^;his honour might miftauufd 
him to conceal it« ,.; 

-^j AH 
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All this my mafter very gracioufly confented 
to^ dndthus the &cret was kept till my cloatht 
bc^giato. wear OQt» ^hich I was forced to fup^ 
ply by feveral contrivances^ that (hall hereafter 
bermcDtioDed/ In the mean time he defired 
]t:woiiId go on with my utmoft diligence to 
karnr their language^becaule he was more af* 
tdni(hed at my capacity for fpeech and reaibn; 
than fit the figure of my body, whether it 
were covered or no ; adding, that he waited 
with fdme impatience to hear the wonders, 
which Lproniiled to tell him. 

From thenceforward he doubled the pains 
he had been at to inilhid): me; he brought me 
into all company^ ahd/ made them' treat me 
with civility^ becaufe; as he told them pri- 
vately^ this would put me into good humour, 
and. make me more diverting. ' 
. !.£veay day, when I waited oh him, befide 
the trouble he was at in teachings he would 
afk: me feveral queftibns coacerning m3rfelf, 
which I anfwered as well, as J could; and by 
.thefe means he had ^readjr received feme ge- 
neral ideas, though very imperfed. It would 
be tedious to relate the feveral Heps^. by which 
I advanced to a more regular converfation : but 
the fifft account I gave of myfelf in any order 
and length was to this purpofe : . 

That^I came from a very far country, as I 
already had attempted to tell hinx, with about 
fifty more of my own fpecics ; that we tra- 
velled upon the feas in a great hollow veiFel 
made of wood, and larger than his honou/s 

boufe. 
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houfe. I defcribed the (hip to him in th^ 
beft terms I could» and explained by the help 
of my handkerchief difplayed, how it was 
driven forward by the wind. That upon a 
quarrel among us I was fet on ihore on thia 
coaft, where I walked forward, without know * 
ing whither, till he delivered me from the per-^ 
fccution of thofe execrable yahoos. He afked 
iXie, who made the fhip, and how it was pof"^ 
fible that the Hot^bnbnms of my country would 
leave it to the management of brutes ? My 
anfwer was, that 1 durfl proceed no farther in 
my relation, unlefs he would give me his word 
and honour that he would not be offended, 
and then I would tell him the wonders I had 
fo often promifed. He agreed! and I went 
on by affuring him/ that the fhip was made 
by creatures like myfelf, who in dl the coun-* 
tries I had travelled, as well as in my own^. 
•were the only governing, rational animals ; and 
that upon my arrival hither I was as much a-^ 
ftonifhed to fee the Houybnbnms adt like ra- 
-tional beings, as he or his friends could be in 
•^nding fome marks of reafon in a creature he 
-was pleafed to call zyaboo ; to which I own* 
ed my refemblance in every part, but could 
' not account for their degenerate and brutal na* 
-ture. I faid farther, that if good fortune ever 
.reftored me to my native country to relate mf 
travels hither, as I refolved to do, every body 
would believe, that I faid tbe tbing that nvdi 
not ; that I invented the ftory out of my own 
head ; and (with all poflible refpeft to himfelf, 
Vol. II. Y hi« 
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his family, and friends, and under his promife 
of not being offended) pur countrymen would 
hardly think it probable, that a Hoi^hnbrm 
ihould be the prefiding creature of a nation, 
and 2. yahoo the brute. 

CHAP. IV. 

T^he Houyhnhnms notion of truth and faljhood. 

The author s difcourfe dtfapproved by bis ma^ 

Jhr. The author gives a more particular ac^ 

count of bimjelfy and the accidents of bis voy^ 

age. 

MY mafter heard me with great appear- 
ances SFuneaiinefs in his countenance; 
becaufe doubting^ or not believing^ arc fo little 
known in this country, that the inhabitants 
cannot tell how to behave themfelves under 
fuch circumftances. And I remember, in fre- 
quent difcourfes with my mafter concerning 
the nature of manhood in other parts of the 
world, having occafion to talk of lying and 
falfe reprefentation^ it was with much difficulty 
that he comprehended what I meant; al- 
though he had othcrwifc a moft acute judg- 
ment. For he argued thus : that the ufe of 
fpeech was to make us underftand one ano- 
ther, and to receive information of fadls; nowj^ 
if any onzfaid the thing which was not, ihefe 
ends were defeated ; becaufe I cannot properly 
be faid to underftand him; and I am fo far 
from receiving information, that he leaves me 
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Worfc than in ignorance; for I am led to be^ 
Hcve a thine black when it is wbiie^ and Jhcrt 
when it is Jong. And thcfc wcjre all the no- 
tions he had concerning that faculty of fyingt 
fo perfeftly well underftood, and fd univcrfal* 
ly praftifcd, among human creatures* 

To return from this digreflioh ; when f af-^- 
ferted that xht yahoos were the only governing 
animals in my country, which my mafter faid^ 
was altogether paft his conception, he dcfired 
to know, whether we had HOuybnAnms among^ 
us, and what was their employment : I told 
him, we had great numbers ; that in fbmmef 
they grazed in the fields, and in winter werd 
kept in houfes with hay and oats, ^hcnyaboo-^ 
fervants were employed to rub their fkihar 
fmooth^ comb their manes, pick their feet> 
ferve them with food, and make their beds^ 
I underftand you well, faid my mafter; it is 
now very plain from all you have fpoken, that^ 
whatever (hare of reafon the ^Jift^^/ pretend tD> 
the Hduybnbnmt are your mafters ; I heartily 
Widi OMT yahoos would be fo tradtablc. I beg- 
ged his honour would pleafe to excufe me from 
proceeding any farther^ becaufe I was very cer-* 
tain that the account he e^cpeded from tnd 
would be highly difpleafing» But he infifted 
in commanding me to let him know the befl 
and the worft : I told him he fliould be obey- 
ed* 1 owned, t\i2X tht Hoitybnbnm^ zmbngMip 
whom We called borfes^ were the moft gene-* 
]t)us and comely animal we had; that they 
eatccUed iii ftrength and fwiftnefs 1 and when 

V ^ they 



3;24 ' A VOYAGE 

they belonged to perfons of quality, were cm- 
ployed in travelling, racing, or drawing cha- 
riots, they were treated with much kindncfs 
and care,, till they fell into difcajfes, or became 
foundered in the feet ; but then tliey were 
fold, and ufed to all kind of drudgery, till 
they died; after which their ikins were ftrip- 
ped, and fold for what they were worth, and 
their bodies left to be devoured by dogs and 
birds of prey. But the common race of horfes 
had not fo good fortune, being kept by far- 
mers and carriers and other mean people who 
put them to greater labour, and fed them 
worfe, I defcribed, as well as I could, our 
way of riding ; the fhape and ufe of a bridle, 
a faddle, a fpur, and a whip ; of harnefs and 
wheels. I added, that we faftened plates of 
a certain hard fubftance, called iron^ at the 
bottom of their feet to preferve their hoofs 
from being broken by the ftony ways, on which 
, we often travelled. 

My mafter, after fome expreffions of great 
indignation, wondered how we d^red to ven- 
ture upon a Houyhnbnni^ back; for he was 
fure, that the weakeft fervant in his' houfe 
would be able to (hake off the ^xongdk, yalm\ 
or by lying down, and rolling on his back, 
fqueefe the brute to death. I anfwercd, that 
our horfes were trained up from three or four 
years old to the feveral ufes we intended them 
for ; that, if any of them proved intolera()1y 
vicious, they were employed for carriages; 
that they were ftvercly beaten, while mey 

w«e 
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were young, for any miichievous tricks : that the 
males, defigncd for the common ufe of riding 
or draught, were generally cajlrated about two 
years after their birth to take down their fpi- 
rits and make them more tame and gentle; 
that they were indeed fenfible of rewards and 
punifliments ; but his honour would pleafc to 
confider, that they had not the leaft tindure 
of reafon, any more than the yahoos in this 
country. 

It put me to the pains of many circumlocu- 
tions to give my mafter a right idea of what I 
fpoke ; for their language doth not abound inr 
variety of words, becaufc their wants and paf- 
iions are fewer than among us. But it is im- 
poffible to exprcfs his noble refentment at our 
favage treatment of the Houyhnbnm race ; par- 
ticularly after I had explained the manner and 
ufe of cajirating horfes among us to hinder 
them from propagating their kind, and to ren- 
der them more fervile. He faid, if it were 
poflible there could be any country, where j^/j- 
hoos alone were endued with reafon, they cer- 
tainly muft be the governing animal; becaufe 
reafon will in time always prevail agaireft bru- 
tal ftrength. But, confidering the frame of 
our bodies, and efpecially of mine, bethought 
no creature pf ec^ualbulk was fo ill contrived for 
employing that reafon in the common offices 
of life; whereupon, he dciired to know, whe- 
ther thofe, among whom I lived, refembled 
me or tht yahoos of his country. I affured 
hjiPf , that I was as well fhaped as mod of my^ 

Y3 age: 
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ftge : but the youngert and the females, were 
much more fojft and tender^ and the ikins of 
the latter generally as white as milk. He 
faid, I differed indeed from other yaboosj be* 
ing much more cleanly, and not altogether ib 
dt^ormed ; but in point of real advantage he 
thought I differed for the worfe- That my 
nails were of no ufe either to my fore or hin- 
der-feet ; as to my fore-feet, he could not pro- 
perly call them by th^t name, for he never ob« 
KTved me to w^lk upon them i that they were 
too foft to bear the ground i that { generaUy 
went with them uncovered, neither vras the 
covering I fopietimes ' wore on them qf die 
fame ihape, or fo flrong as that on my feet 
behind. That \ could not walk with any it^ 
curity, for if either of my hinder-feet flipped, 
I muft inevitably fall. He then began to find 
fault with odier parts of my body: die flat* 
nefs of my face, the prominence of my noie, 
piine eyes placed dire(^ly in front^ io that I 
could not look on either fide without turning 
iny head : that I was not able to feed myiett 
without lifting one of my fore-feet to my 
.mouth : and therefore nature had placed tho& 
joints to anfwer that neceflitv, He knew not, 
what could be the ufe of thofe feveral clefts 
|u^ divifipni in my feet behind s that thcA 
were too ^ft to bear the hardnefs and fharp- 
l»efs of flones without a coverii^ made ftonn 
the fkin of fome other brate j that my whtM 
l>ody wanted a fence againfl heat aad 4x4dt 
ilirhiph I w&s forced to put oa. aod off. evfif 

day 
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ddy with tcdioufnefs arid trouble. And laftly, 
that he obfcrvcd every animal in this country 
natuhdly to abhor tht yaAoas, whom the weak- 
er avoided^ and the ftrongcr drove from thdm* 
So that, fuppofing us to have the gift of rca- 
fbn, he could not fee how it were poflible to 
cure that natural antipathy, which every crea- 
ture difcovcred againft us; nor confequentlVf 
how we could tame and render them ferviceablc. * 
However, he Would (as he faid) debate the 
matter no farther, becaufe he was more de- 
firous to know my own ftory, the country 
where I was born, and the feveral anions and 
events of my life before I came hither. 

I affured him, how extremely defirous I was, 
that he (hould be fatisfied in every point ; but 
I doubted much, whether it would be pofli- 
ble for me to explain myfelf on feveral fub- 
jc^s, whereof his honour could have no con- 
ception ; becaufe I faw nothing in his country, 
to which I could referable them. That how- 
ever I would do my beft, and ftrive to cxprefe 
myfelf by fimilitudes, humbly dofiring his af- 
fiftance, when I wanted proper words ; whicfh 
he was pleafed to promife me. 

I faid^ my birth was of honed parents in an 
ifland called England, which was remote from 
this country as many da)rs journey, as the 
fttongeft of his honour's fervants could travel 
in the annual courfe of the fun. That I was 
bred a furgton, whofe trade it is to cure 
wcmnds and hurts in the body gotten by Kci^ 
dent or vioknce) that my country was go^ 
-- Y4 verned 
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verned by a female man, whom' we called 
queen. That I left it to get riches, whereby 1 
might maintain myfdf and family when 1 
Ihould return. That in my kft voyage I was 
commander of the fhip, and had about fifty 
yahoos under me, many of which died at fea, 
jrnd I was forced to fupply them by othen 
picked out from fevcral nations. That our (hip 
was twice in danger of being funk ; the firn 
time by a great ftorm, and ' the fecond by 
ftriking againft a rock. Here my matter in^ 
terpofcd, by afking me, how I could perfuade 
ftrangers out of different countries to venture 
with me, after the lofles I had fuftained, and 
the hazards I had run. I faid, they were fel- 
lows of defperate fortunes, forced to fly firort 
the places of their birth on account of their 
poverty or their crimes. Some were undone 
by law-fuits; others fpent all they had in 
4rrnking, whoring, and gaming; others fled 
for treafon ; many for murder, theft, poyfoo- 
ing, robbery, perjury, forgery, coining falfe 
inoney, for committing rapes or fodomy ; for 
flying from their colours, or deferting to the 
enemy, and moil of them had broken prifoni 
none of thefe durft return to their native coun- 
tries for fear of being hanged, or of ftarving 
|n a Jail; and therefore they were under t 
neceflity of feeking a livelihood in other pla* 
pes. 

During this difcourfe, my mafter was pleaf- 
rd to interrupt me feveral times ; I had made 
t|fe of many circumlocutions iii 4cicribing to 

mm 



TO THE HOUYHNHNMS. 329 , 

him the nature of the feveral crimes, for 
i^hich moft of our crew . had been forced to 
fly their country. This labour took up feve- 
ral days converfatton, before he was able to 
comprehend me. He was wholly at a lofs to 
know, what could . be the ufe or neceflity of 
prafitifing thofe vices. To clear up which, I 
endeavoured to give him fome ideas of the de-* 
fire of power and riches ; of the terrible ef- 
fcfts of luft, intemperance, malice, and envy. 
All this I was forced to define and defcribc 
by putting cafes and making fuppofitions. Af^ 
ter which, like one whofe imagination was 
ftruck with fomething never feen or heard of 
before, he would lift up his eyes with amaze- 
ment and indignation. Power, government, 
war, law, puniftiment, and a thoufand other 
things had no terms, wherein that language 
could exprcfs them ; which made the difficulty 
almoft infuperable to givie my mafter any conj 
ception of what I meant. But being of an 
excellent underftanding, much improved by 
contemplation andconverfe, he at lau arrived at 
a competent knowledge of what human nature 
in our par?s of the world is capable to per- 
form, and defired I would give him fome parr 
ticular account of that land, which we call Euy 
roftf but efpecially of my own country. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

^he auti&Tp at bis mafter^s commands^ u^&nm 
him qf the Jiate of England. I'be caufes rf 
war among the princes of Europe. T'be mh 
tbor begins to explain the Englifh anftitih 

. tion. 

THE reader may pleafe to obfenrey that 
the following extract of many converfa« 
tions I had with my mailer^ contains a fum* 
mary of the moil material points, which were 
difcourfed at feveral times for above two years; 
his honour often defiring fuller fatisfadtion, ss 
I farther improved in the Houybnbnm tongue* 
I laid before him^ as well as I could, the whole 
ilate of Europe ; I difcourfed of trade and ma^ 
jiufaduresi of arts and faiences ; and the an- 
fwers I gave to all the queftions be made as 
liiey arofe upon feveral fubjeds, were a fund 
of converfation not to be exhaufted. But 1 
iball here only fet dowa the fubftance <^ what 
jpafled between us concerning my own coun-^ 
try^ reducing it into order as well as I can^ 
without any regard to time or other circum- 
fUsces» while I ilridtly adhere to truth. My 
only coxuxrn is, that I fhaU hardly be able to 
do juftice to my mafter's arguments and eX'- 
prefiions, which muft needs fuffer by my want 
of capacity, as well as by a tranflation into our 
|)arbarous Engli/b. 

I« 
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In obedience therefore to his honour's com-- 
mandsy I related to him the revolution under 
the prince of Orange-, the long war with 
France entered into by the faid prince and re- 
newed by his fucceflbr the prefent queen, 
wherein the greateft powers of Cbrijiendom were 
engaged » and which flill continued : I com* 
putedy at his requeft^ that about a million of 
yahoos might have been killed in the whole 
plrogrefs of it ; and perhaps a hundred or more 
cities taken^ and five times as many fhips burnt 
or funk. 

He afked me^ what were the ufual cauies 
or motives that made one country go to war 
with another. I anfwered they were innume- 
rable; but I (hould only mention a few of 
the chief. Sometimes the ambition of prin« 
ce€» who never think they have land or peo- 
ple enough to govern. Sometimes the corrupt 
tion of minifters, who engage their mailer in 
% war in order to ftifle or divert the clamour of 
the fubjefls againft their evil adnoiniftration. 
Difference in opinions hath coft many milli- 
ons of lives : for inllance, whether fiefi be 
bread, or bread h^flejb i w*hether the juice of t 
certain ierry be Hood or wine * ; whether whift^ 
Img be a vice or a virtue ^ ; whether it be bet«» 
ter to kifs a p^^ or throw it into the fire ^1 
what is the bdft colour kac a coat, whetber 
jUatk, widte„ rtd^ or grey \ and whether it ihould 
\k%kng^x Jbart, narrow or wide, dirty or cUmt^ 

• Tnttfiibfiaittiici9Q. \ Choich-inofic. < Kifing « 

.fsrois. 
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with many more *. Neither arc any wars lb 
furious and bloody, or of fo long continuance^ 
as thofe occafioned by difference in opiaioOt 
eipecially if it be in things indifferent* 

Sometimes the quarrel between two princes 
is to decide, which of them (hall difpoifefs a 
third of his dominions, where neither of them 
pretend to any right. Sometimes one prince 
quarrclleth with another, for fear the other 
mould quarrel with him. Sometimes a war is 
entered .upon becaufe the enemy is toojirongi 
and fometimes becaufe he is too weak. Some- 
times our neighbours want the things which 
we bave^ or have the things which we want} 
and we both fight, till they take ours, or give 
us theirs. It is a very juftifiable caufe of a 
war, to invade a country after the people have 
been wafted by famine, deftroyed by pefti- 
lence, or embroiled by factions among them- 
felves. It is juftifiable to enter into war a^ 
gaihft our neareft ally, when one of his towns 
lie convenient for us, or a territory of land, 
that would render our dominions round and 
compadt. If a prince fends forces into a na-> 
tion, where the people are poor and ignorant, 
he may lawfully put half of them to death, and 
make flaves of the reft, in order to civilize 
and reduce them from their barbarous way of 
living. It is a very kingly, honourable^ and 
frequent pradlice, when one prince defires the 
aftiftance of another to fecure him ^agai^ft.aa 

• The colour and nake of fiicitd veflmeni^ ttti dibiai opitn 
f f popifh ecdefiaftics. 

invafioui 
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invafion« that the afliftant, when he hath dri- 
ven out the invader^ (hould feize on the domi- 
nions himfelf^ aind kill, imprifon, or bahifh 
the prince he came to relieve. Alliance by 
bloody or marriage, is a frequent caufe of war 
between princes ; and the nearer the kindred 
is, the greater is their difpofition to quarrel : 
poor nations are hungry^ and rich nations arc 
proud \ and pride and hunger will ever be at 
variance. For thefe reafons, the trade of » 
joldter is held the moft honourable of all others : 
bccaufe ifoldier is z yahoo hired to kill in cold 
blood as many of his own fpecies, who have 
never offended him, as poffibly he can. 

There is likewife a kind of beggarly princes 
in Europe^ not able to make war by them- 
felves, who hire out their troops to richer na- 
tions, for fo much a day to eacl) man; of 
which they keep three-fourths to themfelvcs, 
and it is the beft part of their maintenance; 
fuch are thofe in many northern parts of Ew* 
rope. 

What you have told me (faid my mafter) 
upon the fubjeft of war, does indeed difcover 
moft admirably the effefts of that reafon you 
pretend to : however it is happy that t^tfiame 
IS greater than the danger y and that nature 
hath left you utterly incapable of doing much 
jxiifchief. For, your mouths lying flat with 
your faces, you can hardly bite each other to 
anypurpofe, unlefs by confent. Then as to 
the claws upon your feet before and behind, 
they are fo fhort and tender, that one of 

our 
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our yahoos would drive a dozen of your j before 
him. And therefore in recouhting the nuqfi- 
bers of thofe who have been killed in battle^ 
I cannot but think you have Jaid the thing 
which is not. 

I could not forbear (baking my head, and 
fmiling a little at his ignorance. And being 
no ftranger to the art of war, I gave him a dc- 
fcription of cannons, culverins, mufquets, ca- 
rabines, piftols, bullets, powder, fwords, bay- 
onets, battles, fieges, retreats, attacks, tinder- 
mines, countermines, bombardmen ts» fea- fights, 
{hips funk with a thoufand men, twenty-thou- 
fand killed on each fide, dying groans, limbf 
flying in the air, fmoke, noife, confufion, 
trampling to death under horfes feet 5 flight, 

Imrfuit, viftory; fields ftrcwed with carcafes, 
eft for food to dogs and wolves, and birds of 
prey; plundering, flripping, ravifhing, burn- 
ing and dcftroying. And to fet forth the va- 
lour of my own dear countrymen, I afTurcd 
him, that I had feen them blow up a hundred 
enemies at once in a fiege, and as many in a 
Aiip ; and beheld the dead bodies drop down 
in pieces from the clouds, to the great diver-^ 
fion of the fpedlators '. 

I was 

• It woold perhaps be iropoiB- cies of iniquity and evenr art of 

ble» by the moil laboured argu- deflru6tion» we become nmiliaf 

mentor forcible eloquence, to by degrees vnder rpedons terms, 

fliew the abfurd inja'itce and which are fekiom cxamioed, be* 

horrid cruelty of war fo eieda- caufe they are learned at an «ge» 

ally» as by this iimple exhibi- in which die mind implidtfy re- 

don of them in a new light: ceives and retains wnatever If 

with war, including every fpe- impreft : thos it happens, that 

when 
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I was going on to more particulars, when 
iny mafter commanded me filence. He faid, 
wnoever underftood the nature of jaJhoos, might 
eaiily believe it poffible for Co vile an animal 
to be capable of every a£tion I had named, if 
their ftrength and cunning equalled their ma«» 
lice. But as my difcourie had increafed hit 
abhorrence of the whole (pecies, fo he found 
it gave him a difturbance in his mind, to 
which he was wholly a ftranger before. He 
thought his ears, being ufed to fuch abomina- 
ble words, might by degrees admit them with 
lefs deteflation. That although he hated tiic 
yahoos of this country, yet he no more blamed 
them fbr their odious qualities, than he did a 
gnnayb (a bird of prey) for its cruelty, or a 
(harp ftone for cutting his hoof. But when a 
creature, pretending to reafon, could be capa- 
ble of fuch enormities, he dreaded, left the 
corruption of that faculty might be worfe than 
brutality itfelf. He fccmed therefore confi- 
dent, that inftead of reafon we were only pof- 

whea one man morders another commenced for fuch cauib* and 

to gratify hh lttft» we fhudder \ carried on by fuch means ; let 

bvt when one man murdera a not him be cenfoned for too 

million to gratify his vanity* we much debafing his fpeciei, who 

approve and we admire, we en» has contribute to Uieir felicity 

vy and we applaud. If, when and prefervation by dripping oiT 

this and the preceding pages are the veil of cuilom and prqtt* 

ready we diicover widi a£>niih- dice, and holding op in their 

nenty that when the fame e- native delormity the vices bv 

¥enti have occaned in hitory which they become wretched, 

we felt no emotion, and acqui* and the arts by which they wet 

deed in wan which we could defiioytd. 
act bm kfifow ao hav« been 

ftiTed 
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{tffcdr of fome quality fitted to encreafe our ha* 
tural vices ; as the reflection from a troubled 
ftream returns the image of an itl-fliapen body 
not only larger but more dijiorted. 

He added, that he had heard too much upon 
the fubjeft of war both in this, and fome for- 
mer difcourfes. There was another point, 
which a little perplexed him at prefent. I had 
informed him, that fome of our crew left their 
country on account of being ruined by hrm\ 
that I had already explained the meaning of 
the word; but he was at a lofs, how it 
ihould come to pafs, that the laxv^ which was 
intended for every man's prefervation, (hould 
be any man's ruin. Therefore he defired to 
be farther fatisfied what I meant by law^ and 
the dij^enfers thereof, according to the prefent 
practice in my own country: becaufe he 
thought nature and reafon were fufficient guides 
for a reafonable animal, as we pretended to 
be, in (hewing us what we ought to do, and 
what to avoid. 

I affured his honour, that Uihjd was a fcience, 
in which I had not much converfed, further 
than by employing advocates in vain upon 
fome injuflices, that had been done me ; how- 
ever I would give him all the fatSsfaftion I was 
able. 

I faid, there was a fociety of men among 
us bred up from their youth in the art of 
proving by words multiplied for the purpofe, 
that v)bite is blacky and black is nolntt accord- 
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ing as they are paid *. To this focicty all the 
reft of the people zv^JIaves. For example, if 
my neighbour hath a mirid to my cow^ he 
hires a lawyer to prove that he ought to have 
my cow from mc. I muft then hire another 
to defend my right, it being againft all rules 
of law^ that any man fhould be allowed to 
ipeak for himfelf. Now in this cafe I, who 
am the right owner, lie under two great dif- 
advantages; Jirji, my lawyer ^ being pradtifed 
almoft from his cradle in defending falihood, 
is quite out of his element, when he would be 
an advocate for juftice, which is an unnatural 
office he always attempts with great awkward- 
nefs, if not with ill will. Tht fecond 6M[zA^ 
vantage is, that my lawyer muft proceed with 
great caution, or elfe he will be reprimanded 
by the judges^ and abhorred by his brethren as 
one that would leflen the pradlice of the law. 
And therefore I have but two methods to 
prefer ve my cow. The fir ft is, to gain over 
my adverfary's lawyer with a double fee; who 
will then betray his client by infinuating, that 
he hath jujiice on his fide. The fecond way 
is, .for my lawyer to make my cjufe appear 
as unjufi as he can by allowing the cow to 
belong to my adverfary ; and this, if it be 
Ikilfully done, will certainly befpeak the fa* 
vour of the bench. Now your honour is to 
know, that thefe judges zvc perfons appointed 
to decide all controverfies of property, as well 

* As in eveiy onnk council be piYtended, that this account 
fkrt fec'd on both fides, it cannot is much exaggerated. 

Vol. II. Z as 
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as for the tryal of criminals, and picked out 
from the moft dextrous lawyers who are grown 
old or lazy ; and having been byaffed all 
their lives againft truth and equity, lie under 
fuch a fatal neceflity of favouring fraud, pcr- 
jury^ and oppreflion, that I have known fomc 
of them refufe a large bribe from the (idc 
where juftice lay, rather than injure the fa- 
culty by doing any thing unbecoming their 
nature or their office. 

It is a maxim among thefe lavryrers, that 
whatever hath been done before, may legally 
be done again : and therefore they take fpecial 
care to record all the decifions formerly made 
againft common juftice, and the general reafon 
of mankind. Thefe, under the name of pre-^ 
cedents f they produce as authorities to juftify 
the moft iniquitous opinions, and the judges 
never fail of diredling accordingly. 

In pleading they ftudioufly avoid entering 
into the merits of the caufe; but are loud, vio- 
lent, and tedious, in dwelling upon all circum^ 
fiances which are not to the purpofc. For in- 
ftance, in the cafe already mentioned : they 
never defire to know what claim or title my 
adverfary hath to my cow\ but whether the 
faid cow were red or black ; her horns long or 
fhort; whether the field 1 graze her in be 
round or fquare j whether (he was milked at 
home or abroad ; what difeafes ftie is fubjeft 
to, and the like ; after which they confult pre^ 
cedents^ adjourn the caufe from time to time, 

and 
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and in ten, twenty, or thirty years come to an 
iflue. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that this foci- 
ety hath a pecuhar cant and jargon of their 
own, that no other mortal can underftand, and 
wherein all their laws are written, which they 
take fpecial care to multiply; whereby they 
have wholly confounded the very effence of 
truth and falfliood, of right and wrong; fo 
that it will take thirty years to decide, 'whe- 
ther the field left me by my anceftors for fix 
generations belongs to me or to a ftranger three 
hundred miles off. 

In the trial of perfons accufed for crimes a- 
gainft the ftate, the method is much more 
ihort and commendable : the judge firft fends 
to found the difpofition of thofe in power, af- 
ter which he can eafily hang or fave a crimi- 
nal, ftridtly -preferving all due forms of /aw. 

Here my mafter interpofing, faid it was a 
pity, that creatures endowed with fuch prodi- 
gious abilities of mind, as thefe lawyers, by 
the defcription I gave of them, mud certainly 
be, were, not rather encouraged to be inftruc- 
tors of others in wifdom and knowledge. In 
anfwer to which I afifured his honour, that in 
all points out of their own trade they were u- 
fiially the moft ignorant and ftupid generation 
among us, the moft defpicable in common 
converfation, avowed enemies to all knowledge 
and learning, and equally difpofed to pervert 
the general reafon of mankind in every other 

Z 2 fubjedl 
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tants are ^ble to confume, as well as liquors 
extradled from grain, or preiTed out of the fruit 
of certain trees, which made excellent drink i 
and the fame proportion in every other conve- 
nience of life. But in order to feed the luxury 
and intemperance of the males, and the vanity 
of the females, we fent aWay the grcateft part 
of our neceffary things to other countries, 
from whence in return we brought the mate- 
rials of difeafes, folly, and vice, to fpend a* 
mong ourfelves. Hence it follows of neceffity, 
that vaft numbers of our people are compelled 
to fe^k their livelihood by begging, robbing, 
flealing, cheating, pimping, flattering, fuborn- 
ing, forfwearing, forging, gamingt lying, fawn- 
ing, hedloring, voting, icrij>ling, ilar-gazing, 
poyfoning^ whoring, canting, libelling, free- 
thinking, and the like occupations : every one 
of which terms I was at much pains to make 
him underftand. 

That Wine was not imported among us from 
foreign countries to fupply the want of water^ 
or other drinks, but h^caufe it was a fort of 
liquid, which made us meriy by putting us 
,out of our fenfes, diverted all melancholy 
thoughts, begat wild extravagant imaginations 
in the brain, raifed our hopes, and bani/hed 
our fears % fufpended every office of rea(bn for 
a time, and deprived us of the ufe of our 
limbs, tiU we fell into 9. profound fleep ; al- 
though it muft be c^nfefled, that we always 
awaked fick aiid difpinted ; and that the ufe of 

this 
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this liquor filled us with difcafes, which made 
our lives uncomfortable and (hdrt ■. 

But befide all this, the bulk of our people 
fupportcd themfelves by furnifhing the necef- 
fitics or conveniencies of life to the rich, and 
to each other. For inftance, when I am at 
home, and dreffcd as I ought to be^ I carry 
on my body the workmanfhip of -an hundred 
tradefmen ; the building and furniture of my 
houfe employ as many more, and five times 
the number to adorn my wife. 

' I was going on to tell him of another fort of 
people, who get their livelihood by aittending 
the fick, having upon fome occafioni informed 
his honour, that many of my crew had died of 
difeafes. But here it was with the utnioft dif- 
ficulty, that I brought him.to apprehend what 
I meant. He could eafily conceive, that a 
Houybnbnm grew weak and heavy a few days 
before his death, or by fome accident might 
hurt a limb : but that nature, who works all 
things to perfeftioh, fhould fufFer any pains to 
breed in our bodies, he thought impoffible, 
and defired to know the reafon of fb unaccount- 
able an evil. I told him, we fed on a thou* 
fand things, which operated contrary to each 
other ; that we eat when we were not hungry, 
and drank without the provocation of thirft; 
that we fat whole nights drinking ftrong li- 
quors without eating a bit, which difpofed us to 

» This account excites ideas ed under the terms by which it 
pf drunkcnnefs very different is generally expreHed. 
from tliofcs which arc concciv- 

Z 4 floth. 
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floth, enflamed our bodies, and precipitated 
or prevented digeftion. That proflitute fe- 
male yahoos acquired a certain malady, which 
bred rottenncfs in the bones of thofe who fell 
into their embraces; that this and many o- 
ther difeafes were propagated from father to 
fon ; fo that great numbers come into the world 
with complicated maladies upon them : that it 
would be cndlefs to give him a catalogue of 
all difeafes incident to human bodies ; for they 
could not be fewer than five or fix hundred 
fpread over every limb and joint; in Oiort, 
every part, external and inte^ine, having di- 
feafes appropriated to itfelf • To remedy which 
there was a fort of people bred up among us 
in the prof^ffion, or pretence, of curing the 
fick. And becauie I had feme fkill in the fa* 
culty, I would in gratitude to his honour let 
him know the whole myftery and method, by 
which they proceed. 

Their fundamental is, that all difeafes a- 
rife from repletion ; from whence they con- 
clude, that a great evacuation of the body is 
neceflary either through the natural pafTagc, 
or upwards at the mouth. Their next buli- 
nefs is from herbs, minerals, gums, oyls, 
fhells, falts, juices, fea-weed, excrements, 
barks of trees, ferpents, toads, * frogs, fpiders, 
dead mens flefh and bones, birds, beads, and 
fifhes to form a compofition for fmell and taftc 
the mod abominable, naufeous, and detefta- 
ble, they can poffibly contrive, which the fto- 
mach immediately rejefts with loathing ; and 

this 
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this they call a vomit : or clfe from the fame 
flore-houfe, with fome other poyfonous addi- 
tionsj they command us to take in at the ori- 
fice above. Qt below (juft as the phyfici^n then 
happens to be difpofed) a medicine equally an«> 
noying and difguftful to the bowels ; which 
relaxing the belly, drives down aTl before it; 
and this they call a purge, or a cljifter. For 
nature (aa the phyficians alledge) having in« 
tended the fuperior anterior orifice only for the 
intromijfion of foHds and liquids,* and the infe- 
rior pofterior for ejedion ; thefe artifts ingc- 
nioufly confidering that in all difeafes nature is 
forced out of her feat, therefore to replace her 
in it, the body mud be treated in a manner 
diredlly contrary, by interchanging the ufe of 
each orifice; forcing folids and liquids in at 
the anus^ and making evacuations at thc^ 
mouth. 

But befides real difeafes, we are fubjed: to 
many that are only imaginary, for which the 
phyficians have invented imaginary cures; thefe 
have their fcveral names, and fo have the drugs 
that are proper for them ; and with thefe our 
i^vci'sX^ yahoos are always infefted. 

One great excellency in this tribe is their 
fkill at prognojiicks, wherein they fcldom /ail; 
their predidlions in real difeafes, when they rife 
to any degree of malignity, generally portend- 
ing deatby which is always in their power, 
when recovery is not : and therefore upon any' 
unexpe<fted figns of amendment after they have 
pronounced their fcntence^ rather than be ac- 

cufcd 
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cufed as falfe prophets, they know how to ap- 
prove their fagacity to the world by a feafona- 
. ble dofe. 

They are likewife of fpecial ufe to huibands 
and wives, who are grown weary of their 
mates ; to eldeft fons, to great minifters of 
ftate, and often to princes, 

I had formerly upon occafion difcourfed 
with my mafter upon the nature of government 
in general, and particularly of our own excel- 
lent conJiitutioHy defervedly the wonder and en- 
vy of the whole world. But having here ac- 
cidentally mentioned a minl/ler of Jiatei he 
commanded me fome time after to inform him, 
what fpecies oi yahoo I particularly meant by 
that appellation. 

I told him, that a firft or chief minifter of 
ftate, who was the perfon I intended to de- 
fcribe, was a creature wholly exempt from joy 
and grief, love and hatred, pity and anger ; at 
leaft, makes ufe of no other paffions, but a 
violent defire of wealth, power, and titles ; 
that he applies his words to all ufes, except to 
the indication of his mind ; that he never tells 
a truth but with an intent that you (hould 
take it for a lye \ nor a lye^ but with a defign 
that you (hould take it for a truth ; that thofe 
he fpeaks worft of behind their backs are in 
the fureft way of pfeferment; and whenever 
he begins to praife you to others, or to your- 
felf, you are from that day forlorn. The worft 
mark you can receive is a promife, efpccially 
when it is confirmed with an oath j after 

which 
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which every wife man retires, and givies over 
all hopes. 

There are three methods, by which a man 
may rife to be chief minifler. The firft is by 
knowing how with prudence to difpofe of a 
Vfift^ a daughter, or a fifter: the fecond by 
betraying or undermining his predecefTor : and 
the third is, by 2i furious ZeaUti public affcm* 
blics againft the corruptioM of the court* But 
a wife prince would rather choofe to employ 
thofe, who pradife the laH of thefe methods; 
becaufe fuch :^ealots prove always the moll ob* 
fequious and fubfervient ta the will and paf^ 
fions of their mafter. Thit thefe Minijlers^ 
having all employments at their difpofal, pre*- 
ferve themfelves in power by bribing the mat- 
jority of a ienate or gre&t council ; and at lafl 
by an expedient called an aSi of indemnity 
(whereof I defcribed the nature to him) they 
fecure themfelves from after reckonings, and 
jetire from the public ladeh with the fpoils of 
the nation. 

The palace of a chief imnifier is a fcminary 
to breed up others in his own trade : the pa-^ 
ges, lacquies, and porter by imitating their 
mafter become minijiers ofjiate in their fcverai 
diftridls, and learn to excel in the three prin* 
cipal ingredients, of infolence^ iyi^g> and briber 
ry. Accordingly they have a fubdtern court 
paid to them by perfons of the beft rank; and 
fometimes, by the force of dexterity and im- 
pudence, arrive through fcverai gradations to 
be fucceflbrs to their lord. 

c He 
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He is ufually governed by a decayed wench, 
or favourite footman, who are the tunnels 
through which all graces are conveyed, and 
may properly be called, in the lajl refort^ the 
governors of the kingdom. 

One day in difcour/e my mafter, having heard 
me mention the nobility of my country, was 
pleafed to make me a compliment, which I 
could not pretend to deferve : that he was furc 
I niuft have been born of fome noble family, 
becaufe I far exceeded in fhape, colour, and 
cleanlinefs all the yahoos of his nation, al- 
though I feemed to fail in (Irength and agili- 
ty, which mull: be imputed to my different 
way of living from thofe other- brjutes ; and 
befides, I was not only endowed with the fa- 
culty of fpeech, but likewife with fbme rudi- 
ments of reafon, to a degree, that with all his 
acquaintance I pafled for a prodigy. 

He made, me obferve, that among thd 
Houybnbnmsy the white , xhtforreh and the iron^ 
grey 9 were not fo exadly ftiaped as the ^^, the 
dapple-grey y and the black ; nor born with equal 
talents of mind, or a capacity to improve them ; 
and therefore continued always in the condi- 
tion of fervants, without ever afpiring to match 
out of their own race, which in that country 
would be reckoned monftrous and unnatural. 

I made his honour my moft humble ac- 
knowledgments for the good opinion he was 
pleafed to conceive of me ; but aifured him at 
the fame time, that my. birth was of the low- 
er fort, having'been born of plain honed pa- 
rents, 
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rents, who were juft able to give me a tolera- 
ble education : that nobility among us was al- 
together a different thing from the idea he had 
of it ; that our young noblemen are bred from 
their childhood in idleiiefs and luxury ; that as 
foon as years will permit, they confuthe their 
vigour, and contradt odious difeafes among 
lewd females; and when their fortunes arc al- 
moft ruined, they marry fome woman of mean, 
birth, difagreeable perlbn, and unfound con- 
ftitution, merely for the fake of money, whom 
they hate and defpifc. That the produiftions 
of fuch marriages arc generally fcrophulous, 
ricketty, or deformed children ; by which 
means the family feldom continues above three 
generations, unlefs the wife takes care to pro* 
vide a healthy father among her neighbours or 
domeflics in order to improve and continue the 
breed. That a weak difcafcd body, a meagre 
countenance, and fallow complexion are the 
true marks of noble bloody and a healthy robuft 
appearance is fo difgraceful in a man of quality, 
that the world concludes his real father to have 
been a groom, or a coachman. The imperfec- 
tions of his mind run parallel with thofeof his 
body, being a compofition of fpleen, dulnefs. 
Ignorance, caprice, fenfualityj and pride. 

Without the confent of this illuftrious body 
no law can be ena<Sed, repealed, or altered; 
and thefe nobles have likewife the decifions of 
aUl our poffcflions, without appeal. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. Vll. 

l^be authors great love iff bis native cotmtrj. 
His majiers. obfirvations upon the conftitutim 
and adminijlration of ^n^zvi^^ as dejiribedhj 
the author^ with parallel cafes and compare 
Jons. His mafters obfervations upon bumm 
nature. 

THE reader may be difpofcd to wonder^ 
how I could prevail on myfclf to give (b 
free a reprefentation of my own ipecies amorg 
a race of mortals^ who are already too apt to 
conceive the vileft opinion of human kind from 
that intire congruity betwixt me and their ya- 
boos. But I muft freely confefs, that the ma- 
ny virtues of thofe excellent quadrupeds^ placed 
in oppodte view to human corruptions, had i:^ 
far opened my eyes> and enlarged, my under- 
iladding, that I began to view the a(^ons and 
pallions of man in a very different light ; and 
to think the honour of my own kind not worth 
managing; which beiides it was impoflible for 
me to do before a perfon of fo acute a judg- 
ment as my mailer, who daily convinced me 
of a thoufand faults in myfelf^ whereof I had 
not the Icall perception before, and which 
With us would never be numbered even among 
human infirmities. I had likewife learned from 
his example an utter dctcftation of all falftiood 
or difguifc ; and truth appeared fo amiable to 

me. 
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me, that I determined upon facrificing every 
thing to it. 

Let me deal fo candidly with the reader as 
to confefs, that there was yet a much ftronger 
motive for the freedom I took in my rcprefen- 
tation of things. I had not been a year in this 
country, before I contradred fuch a love and 
veneration for the inhabitants, that I entered 
on a firm refolutibn never to return to human 
kind, but to pafs the reft of my life among 
thefe admirable houjbnhnms in the contempla* 
tion and pradtice of every virtue; where I 
could have no example or incitement to vice. 
But it was decreed by fortune, niy perpetual 
enemy, that fo great a felicity fliould not fall 
to my fliare. However it is now fome com- 
fort to refled, that in what I faid of my coun- 
trymerf, I extenuated their faults as much as I 
durft before fo ftrid: an examiner ; and upon 
every article gave a^ favourable a turn, as the 
matter would bear. Foj" indeed who is there 
alive, that will not be fwayed by his byafs and 
partiality to the place of his birth ? 

I have related the fubftance of feveral con- 
verfations I had with my mafter, during the 
greateft part of the time I had the honour to 
be in his fervice ; but have indeed for brevity 
fake omitted much more than is here fet 
down. 

When I had anfwered all his queftions, and 
his curiofity feemed to be fully fatisfied ; he 
fent for me one morning early, and command- 
ing me to fit down at fome diftance (an honour 

which 
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which he had never before conferred upon mc) 
he faid, he had been very ferioufly confidering 
my vtrhole (lory as far as it related both to 
myfelf and my country : that he looked upon 
usasafortof animals, to whofe fliare^ by what 
accident he could not conjedure» fome fmall 
pitunct of rea/bn had fallen, whereof we made 
no other ufe, than by its ailiftance to aggravate 
our natural corruptions, and to acquire new 
ones, which nature had not given us: that 
we difarmed ourfelves of the few abilities (he 
had beflowed ; had been very fuccefsful in 
multiplying our original wants, and feemed to 
fpend our whole lives in vain endeavours to 
fupply them by our own inveptions. That as 
to myfelf it was manifeft, I had neither the 
llrength or agility of a common yaboo ; that I 
walked infirmly on my hinder feet ; had found 
out a contrivance to make my claws of no ufe 
or defence, and to remove the hair from my 
chin, which was intended as a fhelter from the 
fun and the weather. Laflly, That I could 
neither run with fpeed, nor climb trees like 
my brethrerij (as be called them) the yahoos in 
this country. 

That our inflitutions of government znd law 
were plainly owing to our grofs defe<5ts in rea-- 
foHy and by confequence in virtue \ becaufe 
reafon alone is fufficient to govern a rational 
creature ; which was therefore a charaftcr we 
had no pretence to challenge, even from the 
account I had given of my own people ; al- 
though he manifeflly perceived, that in order 

to 
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to favour them I had Goncealed many particu-^ 
lars, and often Jat J tbe thing which was not. 

He was the more confirmed in this opinion^ 
bccaufe he obfervcd, that as I agreed in eVery 
feature of my body with other yahoos^ except 
where it was to my real difadvantage, in 
point of ftr^ngth, Ipeed, and adlivity, the 
ihortnefs of my claws, and fome other partis 
culars where nature had no part ; fo from th# 
rcprefentation I had given him of our lives, ouf 
manners and our actions,* he found as near a 
refemblance in the difpofition of our minds. 
He faid the yahoos were known to hate one 
another, more than they did any different fpe-* 
cies of animals ; and the reafon ufually aflign- 
ed was, the odioufnefs of their own (hapeS| 
which all could fee in the refl but not in 
themfelves* He had therefore begun to think 
it not unwife in us to cover our bodies, and 
by that invention conceal many of our defor-* 
mities from each other, which would elfe bo 
hardly fupportable. But he now found he 
had been midaken, and that the diffentions of 
thofe brutes in his country were owing to the 
fame caufe with ours, as I had defcribed them* 
For if (faid he) you throw among five yahoos 
as much food as would be fufficient for fifty, 
they will, inftead of eating peaceably, fall to- 
gether by the ears, each fingle one impatient 
to ban)e all to itfelf\ and therefore a fervant 
was ufually employed to ftand by, while they 
were feeding abroad, and thofe kept at home 

Vol. II- A a were 
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were tied at a diflance from e^h other ; that 
if a cow died of age or accident, before a 
Houyhnbnm could fecure it for his own yaboos^ 
thofe in the neighbourhood would come in 
herds to feize it, and then would cnfue fuch a 
battle as I had dcfcribed, with terrible wounds 
made by their claws on both fides, ahhougli 
they feldom were able to kill one another for 
want of fuch convenient inftruments of death 
as we had invented. At other times the like 
battles have been fought between the yaiooi 
of fcveral neighbourhoods without any vifiblc 
caufe : thofe of one diftridt watching all op- 
portunities to furprife the next, before they arc 
prepared. But if they find their proje6t hath 
mifcarried, they return home, and for want of 
enemies engage in what I call a civil war a- 
mong themfelves. 

That in fome fields of his country there arc 
ctrt2AX\ fhiningfiones of fcveral colours, where- 
of the yahoos are violently fond ; and when 
part of thck Jiones is fixed in the earth, as it 
fometimes happeneth, they will dig with their 
claws for whole days to get them out ; then 
carry them away and hide them by heaps in 
their kennels; but ftill looking round with 
great caution for fear their' comrades (hould 
find out their treafure. My mafter faid he 
could never difcover the rcafon of this unnatu- 
ral appetite, or how thck Jiones could be of 
any ufc to a yaioo ; but now he believed it 
might proceed from the fame principle of a- 
varice, which I had afcribcd to mankind: 

That 
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That he had oncc^ by way of experiment, pri- 
vately removed a heap of thtfejf dries from the* 
place, where one of his fdAoos had burled it : 
whereupon the fordid animal, miffing his trea- 
fure, by his loud lamenting brought the whole 
herd to the place> there miferably howled^ 
then fell to biting and tearing the reft j begaii 
to pine away, would neither eat, nor fleep, not 
work, till he ordered a fcrvant privately td 
convey Xh^Jiones into the fame hole, and hidtf 
them as before 5 which when his yaboo had 
found, he prefently recovered his fpirits, and 
good humour, but took care to remove them 
to a better hiding-place, and hath ever fined 
been a very ferviccable brute *. 

My mafter farther aflured me, which I alfcJ 
cbferved myfelf, that in the fields where thd 
Jhining flones abound, the fierceft and moft fre- 
quent battles are fought, occafioned by perpc-' 
tual inroads of the neigh bouring^tfi&^^i'. 

He faid, it was common, when two yahoos 
difcovered fuch 2ijione in a field, and were con-^ 
tending which of them fhould be the proprie-i 
tor, a third would take the advantage, and 
carry it away from them both ; which my ma- 
fter would needs contend to have fome kind of 
refemblance with o\iv fuits at law-, wherein I 
thought It for our credit not to undeceive him f 
fince the decifion he mentioned was much 
more equitable than many decrees among us i 

* Nothing can be faid to make vice, which this defcriptioo wilt 
avarice a greater reproach to not cure, 
mankind, except ^at it is a 

A a a becaofe 
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becaufc the plaintiff and defendant there loft 
nothing befidc l\it Jione they contended for, 
whereas our courts of equity would never have 
difmifled the caufe, while either of them had 
any thing left- 

My mafter continuing his difcourfe faid, there 
was nothing that rendered ^\^ yahoos more odi- 
ous, than their undiftinguirtiing appetite to de- 
vour every thing that came in their way, whe- 
ther herbs, roots, berries, the corrupted flcfli 
of animals, or all mingled together : and it 
was peculiar in their temper, that they were 
fonder of what they could get by rapine or 
ftealth at a greater diftance, than much better 
food provided for them at home. If their 
prey held out, they would eat till they were 
ready to burft, after which nature had pointed 
out to them a certain root that gave them a 
general evacuation. 

There was aTo another kind of root very 
juicy but fomewhat rare and difficult to be 
found, which the ^^Zi6(?^J fought for with much 
eagernefs, and would fuck it with great de- 
light ; it produced in them the fame eflFeds, 
that wine hath upon us. It would make them 
fomctimes hug, and fometimes tear one ano- 
ther ; they would howl and grin, and chatter, 
and reel, and tumble, and then fall alleep in 
the mud. 

I did indeed obferve, that the yahoos were the 
only animals in this country liibjedl to any di- 
feafes ; which however were much fewer than 
horfes have among us, and contraclicd not by 

any 
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any ill treatment they meet with, but by the 
naftinefs, and greedinefs of that fordid brute. 
Neither has their language any more than a 
general appellation for thofe maladies, which 
is borrowed from the name of the beaft, and 
called bnea-yahoo or the yahoo's evil^ and the 
cure prefcribed is a mixture of their own dung 
and urincj forcibly put down \}cit yahoos throat. 
This I have fince often known to have been 
taken with fuccefs, and do here freely recom^ 
mend it to my countrymen, for the public 
good as an admirable fpecific againft all difeafes 
produced by repletion. 

As to learning, government, arts, manufac- 
tures, and the like, my mafter confeffed, he 
could find little or no refemblance between the 
yahoos of that country and thofe in ours. For 
he only meant to obferve, what parity there 
was in our natures. He had heard -indeed 
fomc curious Houyhnbnms obferve, that in 
moft herds there was a fort of ruling yahoo (as 
among us there is generally fome leading or 
principal ftag in a park) who was always more 
deformed in body, and mifchievous in dtjpofition^ 
than any of the reft. That this leader had n- 
fually a favourite as like himfelf as he could ^^t^ 
whofe employment was to lick his majlers feet 
andpojieriorsy and drive the female yahoos to his 
kennel ^\ for which he was now and then re* 
warded with a piece of afs's flefh. ThisyZx- 
^ourite is hated by the whole herd, and there- 

* Flattery and pimping. 
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fore to protedt himfelf keeps always ne^r tf^f 
J>er/on ^' bis leader. He ufually continues in 
p^cct till a worfe pan be found j but fhe very 
moment he is difcarded, his fuccefTor at the 
head of a|l the yabqo.s in that diflrid:, young 
l^nd old, male and female, come in 4 body/ 
^nd difcharge their excrements upon him irora 
head to foot. But hov7 far this might be ap-^ 
plicable to our fourts ^nd favourites , and mim* 
fiers offiatCy my mafter faid I could beft de- 
termine. 

I durfl make no return to this malicious in- 
iinuation, which debafed human underftand? 
ing below the fagacity of a compiop bounds 
who hath judgment enough to diflingui(h and 
follow the cry of the ablefi dog in tbe pack^ 
without being eyer miflaken. 

My mafter told me, there were feme quaK? 
^ics remarkable in the yaboos^ which he had 
pot obferved me to mention, or at leaft very 
ilightly, in the accounts I had given him cuF 
human kind ; he faid, thpfe animals like other 
brutes had their females in common ; but in 
this they differed, that the (htyabpo would ad? 
mit the male, while (he was pregnant ; an4 
that the bees would quarrel and fight with 
the females, as fiercely as with each other* 
Both which practices were fuch degree of in- 
famous brutality, as no other fenfitive creature 
ever arrived at. 

Another thing he wondered at in thcyaboos^ 
was their ftrange difpofitioa to naftioeis and 
dirt ; whereas there appears to be a natural love 

3 4 
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of cleanlinefs In all other animals. As to the 
two former accufations, I was glad to let them 
pafs without any reply, becairie I had not a 
word to offer upon them in defence of my 
fpecies, which otherwife I, certainly had done 
from my own inclinations. But I could have 
eafily vindicated human kind from the impu* 
tation of Angularity upon the laft article, if 
there had been any Jkvi/ie in that country (as 
unluckily for me there were not) which, al- 
though it may be a fiveeter quadruped than a 
yaboOi cannot, I humbly conceive, in jullice 
pretend to more cleanlinefs ; and fo his ho- 
nour himfelf muft have owned, if he had feen 
their filthy way of feeding, and their cuftoni 
of wallowing and flecping in the mud. 

My maftcr likewife mentioned another qua* 
lity,. which his fervants had difcovered in fc- 
veral yahoos^ and to him was wholly unac- 
countable. He faid, a fancy would fometimes 
take a yahoo to retire into a corner, to lie 
down, and howl and groan, and fpurn away 
all that came near him, although he were 
young and fat, wanted neither food nor wa- 
ter : nor did the fervants imagine what could 
poffibly ail him. And the only remedy they 
found was, to fet him to hard work, after 
which he would infallibly come to himfclf. 
To this I was filent out of partiality to my 
own kind ; yet here I could plainly difcover 
the true feeds of Jpkeriy which only feizeth on 
the Aassy^ the luxurious^ and the rkb-, who if 

A a 4 they 
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they were forced to undergo the fame regimtn^ 
I would undertake for the cure. 

His honour had farther obfervcd, that a fe- 
male yakoo would often (land behind a bank 
or a bufli to gaze on the young males pafling 
by, and then appear, and hide, ufing many 
antic geftures and grimaces, at which time it 
was obfcrved that me had a moft offhi/ive Jmelh 
and when any of the males advanced would 
(lowly retire, looking often back, and with a 
counterfeit (hew of fear run oS into fome con- 
venient place, where ihe knew the male would 
follow her. 

At other times, if a female ftranger came 
Timong them, three or four of her own fcx 
would get about her, and flare, and chatter, 
and grin, and fmell her all over; and then 
turn off with geftures, that Teemed to cxprefi 
contempt and difdain. 

Perhaps my mafter might refine a little in 
thefe fpeculations, which he had drawn from 
what he obferved himfelf, or had been told 
him by others : however I could not reflcd 
without fome amazement and much forrow, 
that the rudiments of lewdnefs^ coquetry^ cen^ 
Jure^ zndfcandal fhould have place by inftindl 
. in womankind. 

I expedled every moment, that my maflcr 
would accufe the yahoos of thofe unnatural ap- 
petites in both fexes, fo common among us. 
But nature, it feems, hath not been fo expert 
H fchool-'miflrefs j and thefe politer pleafurcs 

are 
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are intirely the produftions of art and rcafon 
on our fide of the globe. 

CHAP. VIII. 

The author relates fever al particulars of the ya- 
hoos. The great virtues of the Houyhnhnms, 
The education and exercife of their youth. Their 
general affembly. 

AS I ought to have underftood human na- 
ture much better, than I fuppofed'it po(^ 
iible for my mafter to do, fo it was eafy to ap- 
ply the charaifter he gave of the yahoos to my- 
felf, and my countrymen ; and I believed, I 
could yet make farther difcovcries from my 
own obfcrvation. I therefore often begged his 
honour to let me go among the herds oi ya^ 
boos in the neighbourhood, to which he al- 
ways very gracioufly confented, being perfedtly 
convinced, that the hatred I bore thole brutes 
would never fuffer me to be corrupted by 
them ; and his honour ordered one of his fer- 
vants, a ftrong forrel nag, very honeft and 
good-natured, to be my guard, without whofc 
protedion I durft not undertake fuch adven- 
tures. For I have already told the reader, how 
much I was peftered by thofe odious animals 
upon my firft arrival. And I afterwards failed 
very narrowly three or four times of falling 
into their clutches, when I happened to ftray 
at any diftance without my hanger. And I 
have reafon to believe they had fome imagi-* 

natioB 
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nation that I was of their own fpecies, which 
I often affifted myfelf by (tripping up my 
lleeves, and (hewing my naked arms and breafl 
in their (ight, when my protedlor was with 
me. At which times they would approach as 
near as they durft, and imitate my adtions af- 
ter the manner of monkies, but ever with great 
figns of hatred ; as a tame jack-daw with cap 
and (lockings is always perfecuted by the wild 
ones, when he happens to be got among them. 
They are prodigioufly nimble from their in- 
fancy ; however I once caught a young male 
ef three years old, and endeavoured by all 
marks of tendernefs to make it quiet ; but the 
little imp fell a fqualling, and (cratching, and 
biting, with fuch violence, that I was forced 
to let it go ; and it was high time, for a whole 
troop of old ones came about us at the noife, 
but finding the cub was fafe (for away it ran) 
and my forreJ nag being by, they dur(t not 
venture near us. I obfcrved the young ani- 
maVs fle(h to fmell very rank, and the ftink 
was fomewhat between a wea/el and a^ox, but 
much more difagreeable. I forgot another cir- 
cumftance (and perhaps I might have the 
reader's pardon, if it were wholly omitted) 
that while I held the odious vermin in my 
hands, it voided its filthy excrements of a yel- 
low liquid fub(tance all over my cloaths^ but 
by good fortune there was a fmall brook hard 
by, where I wa(hed myfelf as clean as I could; 
although I durft not come into my ma(ter*s 
prdfen^e> until I were fufikiently aired. 

By 
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By what I could difcovcr, the ^^^^x appear 
to be the mod unteachable of all animals; 
their capacities never reaching higher than to 
draw or carry burthens. Yet I am of opinion^ 
this defedt arifeth chiefly from a perverfe, ref- 
tive difpofition. For they are cunnings mali- 
cious, treacherous, and revengeful. They arc 
ftrong and hardy, but of a cowardly fpirit, and 
by confcquence infolent, abjeft, and cruel. It 
is obferved, that the red haired of bath fexcs 
are more libidinous and mifchievous than the 
reft, whom yet they much exceed in ftrength 
and aftivity^ 

The Houyhnbnms keep the yahoos for prefent 
life in huts not far from the houfe ; but the 
reft are fent abroad to certain fields, where 
they dig up roots, eat feveral kinds of herbs, 
and fearch about for carrion, or fometimes 
catch iveafels and luhimubs (a fort of wild rat) 
which they greedily devour. Nature hatk 
taught them to dig deep holes with their nails 
on the fide of a rifing ground, wherein they 
lie by themfelves ; only the kennels of the fe- 
males are larger, fufficient to hold two or three 
cubs. 

They fwim from their infancy like frogs, 
and are able to continue long under w^er, 
where they often take fifli, which the females 
carry home to their young. And upon this oc- 
cafion I hope the reader will pardon my relat- 
ing an odd adventure. 

Being one day abroad with my protestor the 
ibrrel nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I 

•^treated 
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entreated him to let me bathe in a river that 
was near. He confcnted, and I immediately 
ilripped myfelf Hark naked, and went down 
foftly into the ftream. It happened that a 
young fctnzlc yaioot ftanding behind a bank, 
law the whole proceeding, and enflamed by 
defire, as the nag and I conjectured, came 
running with all fpeed, and leaped into the 
water within five yards of the place where I 
bathed. I was never in my life fo terribly 
frighted ; the nag was grazing at fome diftance, 
not fufpcdting any harm. She embraced me 
after a moft fulfome manner ; I roared as loud 
as I could, and the nag came galloping towards 
mc, whereupon flic quitted her grafp with tht 
utmofl reludtancy, and leaped upon the oppo- 
lite bank, where flie ftood gazing and howling 
all the time I was putting on my cloaths. 

This was a matter of diverfion to my mafter 
and his family, as well as of mortification to 
myfelf. For now I could no longer deny, 
that I was a real yahoo in every limb and fea- 
ture, fince the females had a natural propen- 
lity to mc, as one of their own fpecies : nei- 
ther was the hair of tliis brute of a red colour 
(which might have been fome excufe for an 
appetite a little irregular) but black as a floe, 
and her countenance did not make an appear- 
ance altogether fo hideous as the reft of her 
kind : For, I think, flic could not be above 
eleven years old. 

Having 
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Having lived three years in this country,, the 
reader I fuppofe will expedi that I (hould, like 
other travellers, give him fome account of th« 
manners andcuftomsof its inhabitants, which 
it was indeed my principal ftudy to learn. 

As thefe noble Hmybnbnms are endowed by 
nature with a general difpofition to all virtues^ 
and have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil 
in a rational creature 5 fo their grand maxim is, 
to cultivate reafon^ and to be wholly governed 
by it. Neither is reafon among them a point 
problematical, as with us, where men can ar- 
gue with plaufibility on both fides of a quef- 
tion ; but flrikes you with immediate convic- 
tion; as it muft needs do, where it is not 
ininglcd, obfcured, or difcoloured, by paflion 
^nd intereft. I reniember it was with extreme 
difficulty, that I could bring my mafter to un- 
derftand the meaning of the word opinion^ or 
how a point could be difputable ; becaufc rea-^ 
Jon taught us to affirm or deny only where we 
are certain ; and beyond our knowledge we 
cannot do either. So thatcontroverfies, wrang- 
lings, difputes, and pofitivenefs, in falfe or 
dubious propofitions, are evils unknown among 
the Houybnbnms. In the like manner, when I 
ufed to explain to him our feveral fyftems of 
natural pbilqfopbyy he would laugh, that a crea- 
ture pretending to reafon fhould value itfelf 
upon the knowledge of other people's conjec- 
tures, and in things where that knowledge, if 
it were certain, could be of no ufe. Wherein 
he agreed intircly with the fentimcnts of &o^ 

crates 
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crates i,^Plato delivers them; which I mention 
as the bighefl honour I can do that prince of 
philoibphcrs. I have often fince reflected, what 
deftru&ion fuch a dodrine would make in the 
libraries of Europe ; and how many paths to 
fame would be then (hut up in the learned 
world. 

Friendjhtp and benevolence are the two prin- 
cipal virtues among the Houyhnbnms*^ i and 
thefe not confined to particular objeifts, but 
univerfal to the whole race. For a ftranger 
from the remoteft part is equally treated 
with the neareft neighbour % and wherever he 
goes, looks upon himfelf as at home. They 
preferve decency and civility in the higheft de- 
grees, but are altogether ignorant of ceremony. 
They have no fondnefs for their colts or folcs, 
but the care they take in educating them pro- 
ceedcth intirely from the dictates of reafon *'. 
And I obferved my mafter to (hew the fame 
affeAion to his neighbour's iffue, that he had 
for his own. They will have it that nature 
teaches them to love the whole fpecies, and it 
is reafon only that maketh a diftin<3:ion of per- 
ibns, where there is a fuperior degree of vir- 
tue \ 

When 

* Their virtuoiu qualities arc fomcwhat f!raiige, that the fcnfir 

Duly negative. Orrery. of the noble commentator fhou)d 

*> We here view the pure in- appear to be dirc^y oppoUte to 

fiincb of brutes, a£U:ig in their that of the author,, in the paf- 

narrow fphcre, merely for their fagcs which thefe notes were in- 

immediate prefervation. Oa- tended to iilitfhrate ; bat thit 
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When the matron H&uyhnbnms have produ- 
ced one of each fex, they no longer accom- 
pany with their conforts, except they lofe one 
of their iiTue by fome cafualty, which very fel- 
dom happens: but in fuch a cafe they meet 
again j or when the like accident befak a per- 
fon whofe wife is p^ft bearing, feme other 
couple beftow him one of their own colts, 
and then go together again until the mother 
is pregnant. This caution is neceffary to pre- 
vent the country from being over-burthencd 
with numbers. But the race of inferior Hmy^ 
hnbnmSf bred up to be fervants, is not fo ftrid:- 
ly limited upon this article ; thefe are allowed 
to produce three of each fex to be domeftics ia 
the noble families. 

In their marriages they are cxa<9:ly careful to 
choofe fuch colours, as will not make any dif- 
agreeable mixture in the breed. Strength is 
chiefly valued in the male, and comelinefs in 
the female ; not upon the account of hve^ but 
to preferve the race from degenerating ; for 
where a female happens to excel injirengthf a 
confort is chofen with regard to comelinefs. 

Courtship, love, prefcnts, jointures, fettle- 
raents, have no place in their thoughts ; gr 
terms whereby to exprefs them in their lan- 
guage. The young couple meet and are joined, 

word in an oppofite fenfe ; as candour^ the dean always means 

by the word candour^ his lord- juft the contrary. 

flup always means a qnality Compare Orrery^ fmall edit, 

wfajch inclines a man to pat the p. loo. iar|^ edit. p. 146. laft 

worilconftruAion upon the words paragraph, with Snmjft*% apology 
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merely becaufe it is the determination of their 
parents and friends : it is what they fee done 
every day, and they look upon it as one of the 
necefTary a<5tions of a reafonable being. But 
the violation of marriage, or any other un- 
chaftity, was never heard of: And the mar- 
ried pair pafs their lives with the fame friend- 
jQiip, and mutual benevolence, that they bear 
to all others of the fame fpecies, who come in 
their way; without jealoufy, fondnefs, quar- 
relling, or difcontent. 

In educating the youth of both fcxes their 
method is admirable, and highly deferveth our 
imitation. Thefe are not fufFered to taftc a 
grain of oats^ except upon certain days, till 
eighteen years old ; nor milk^ but very rarely; 
and in fummer they graze two hours in tne 
morning, and as many in the evening, which 
their parents likewife obferve ; but the fervants 
are not allowed above half that time, and a 
great part of their grafs is brought home, 
which they eat at the moft convenient hours, 
when they can be beft fpared from work. 

temperances indujiry^ exercifey and cleanlinefs, 
are the leffons equally enjoined to the young 
ones of both fexcs : and my maftcr thought 
it monftrous in us to give the females a dif- 
ferent kind of education from the males, ex- 
cept in fome articles of domeftic management; 
whereby, as he truly obferved, one half of our 
natives were good for nothing but bringing 
children into the world : and to truft the care 

of 
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of our children to fuch ufelefs animals^ he faid,' 
was yet a greater inftancc of brutality. 

But the Houybnbnms train up their yoiith to 
ftrength, fpeed, and hardinefs by exercifing 
them in running races up and down ftcep hills^ 
and over hard ftony grounds, and when they 
are all in a fweat, they are ordered to leaji 
over head and cars into a pond or river. Four 
times a year the youth of ^ certain diftridt 
meet to (hew their prdficiehcy in rtirining and 
leaping, and other feats of ftrength and agi- 
lity; where the vidtor is rewarded, with a 
fbng in his or her praife. On this fcftival the 
fervants drive a herd of yahoos into the field 
laden with hay, and oats, and milk, for a re- 
paA to the Houybnhnm^ \ after which thefd 
brutes are immediately driven b^ck again, for 
fear of being noifome to the aflembly. 

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinoXf 
there is a reprefentative council of the whole 
nation, which meets in a plain aboUt twenty 
miles from our houfe, and continueth about five 
or fix days. Here they enquire into the flate 
and condition of the feveral diftridts ; whether 
they abound, or be deficient in hay Or oats, or 
cows or yahoos ? and wherever there is any 
Want (which is but feldom) it is imrhediately 
Aipplied by unanimous confent and contribu- 
tion* Here like wife the regulation of chil- 
dren is fettled : as for inftahce, if a tiouyhnhnm 
hath two maleSj he changeth one of them with 
another that hath two females : and when a 
child hath been loft by any cafualty, where 

Vol. 11. Bb the 
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the mother is paft breeding, it is determined 
what family in the diftrift fhall breed another 
to fupply the lofs. 

CHAP. IX. 

A grand debate at the general ajfembly of tht 
Houyhnhnms, and bow it was determir^d. 
The learning ^/'/ift^ Houyhnhnms. Their build- 
ings. Their manner of burials. The defe&ive- 
nefs of their language. 

ON E of thefe grand aflemblies was held 
in my time, about three months before 
my departure, whither my mafter went as the 
reprefentative of our diftridt. In this council 
was refumed their old debate, and indeed the 
only debate that ever happened in their coun- 
try ; whereof my mafter after his return gave 
rhe a very particular account. 

The queftion to be debated was, whether 
the yahoos fhould be exterminated from the 
face of the earth. One of the members for the 
affirmative offered feveral arguments of great 
ftrength and weight; alledging, that as the 
yahoos were the moft filthy, noifome, and de- 
formed animal which nature ever produced, fo 
they were the m6ft reftive and indocible, mif- 
chievous and malicious : they would privately 
fuck the teats of the Houyhnhnms cows ; kill 
and devour their cats, trample down their oats 
and grafs, if they were not continually watch- 
ed^ and conunit a thoufand other extravangan- 

cies. 
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dies. He took notice of ^ general traditioni 
that yahoos Had not been always in their coun-* 
try ; but that many ages ago two of thefc 
brutes appeared together upon a moyintaini 
iXrhcther produced by the heat of the fun uport 
corrupted mud and llime, or from the ooze 
and troth of the fea, was never known : thaf 
thefe^^i&^^x engendered, and their brood in A 
ftiort time grew fo numerous as to over-ruil 
and infeft the whole nation : that the Houybn^ 
bnms to get rid of this evil made a general 
hunting, and at lafl enclofed the whole herd I 
and deftroying the elder, every Houyhnbnnt 
kept two young ones in a kennel, and brought 
them to fuch a degree of tamenefs, as an ani'^ 
mal fo favage by nature can be capable of ac- 
quiring I ufing them for draught and carriage : 
that there feemed to be much truth in this tra- 
dition, and that thofc creatures could Hot bd 
Tlnbniamjhy (or aborigines of the land) becauft 
of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnmty as welt 
as all other animals, bore them ; which, al-* 
though their evil difpofition fufEciently deferv- 
cd, could never have arrived at fo high a de- 
gree, if they had been Aborigines ; or elfe they 
would have long fince been rooted out : that 
the inhabitants, taking a fancy to ufe the fcr- 
vice of thcyaboos^ had very imprudently rieg- 
leded to cultivate the breed of affes, which 
are a comely animal, eafily kept, more tame 
and orderly, without any offenfive fmell, ftrong 
enough for labour, although they yield to th« 
Other in agility of body ; and, if theit braying 
B b 2 bo 
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be no agreeable found, it is far preferable to 
the horrible hov/\ings of the yahoos. 

Several others declared tncir fentiments to 
the fame purpofe, when my mafter propofed 
an expedient to the aflembly, whereof he had 
indeed borrowed the hint from me. He ap- 
proved of the tradition mentioned by the bo- 
nourable member^ who fpoke before ; and af- 
firmed, that the two yahoos^ faid to be firft 
feen among them, had been driven thither 
over the fea; that coming to land, and being 
forfaken by their companions, they retired to 
the mountains, and* degenerating by degrees, 
became in procefs of time much more favagc, 
than thofe of their own fpecies in the country 
from whence thefe two originals came. The rea- 
fon of this aflcrtion was, that he had now in his 
pofleflion a certain wonderful yahoo (meaning 
myfelf) which moft of them had heard of and 
many of them had feen. He then related to 
them, how he firft found me \ that my body was 
all covered with an artificial compofure of the 
fkins and hairs of other animals: that I fpoke in 
a language of my own, and had thoroughly learn- 
ed theirs : that I had related tohim the accidents, 
whicjh brought me thither ; that, when he faw 
me without my covering, I was an ^m^Qi yahof^ 
in every part, only of a whiter colour, lefs 
hairy,^ and with fhorter claws. He added, 
how I had endeavoured to perfuade him, that 
in my own and other countries ^z yahoos adked 
as the governing, rational animal, and held 
the Houyhnhnms in fervitude : that he obfcrved 
in me all the qualities of z yahoo-, only a little 

more 
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more civilized by fome tinfture of reafon ; 
which however was in a degree as far inferior 
to the Houyjhnhnm race, as the yahoos of their 
country were to me : that, among other things, 
I mentioned a cuftom we had of cajlrating 
Houybnbnms when they were young in order 
to render them tame ; that the operation was 
eafy and fafe ; that it was no fhame to learn 
wifdom from brutes, as induftry is taught by 
the ant, and building by the fwallow (for fo I 
tranflate the word lyhannb^ although it be a 
. much larger fowl :) that this invention might 
be pradtifcd upon the younger yahoos here, 
which, befides rendering them tradable and 
fitter for ufe, would in an age put an end to 
the whole fpecies without deftroying life : that 
in the mean time the Houybnbnms fhould be 
exhorted to cultivate the breed of afles, which 
as they are in all refpedts more valuable brutes, 
£0 they have this advantage, to be fit for fer- 
vice at five years old, which the others are not 
till twelve, 

' This was all my mafter thought fit to tell 
me at that time, of what pafled in the grand 
council. But he was pleafed to conceal one 
particular, which related perfonally to myfelf, 
whereof I foon felt the. unhappy effeft, as the 
reader will know in its proper place, and from 
whence I date all the fucceeding misfortunes 
of my life. 

The Houyhnhmns have no letters, and con- 

fequently their knowledge is all traditional. 

But there happening few events of any mo- 

# B b 3 mcnt 
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ment among a people fo well qnited, naturally 
jliipofed to every virtqe, wholly governed by 
reafon, and put off from all commerce with 
pthcr nations } the hiftorical part is eafily prc- 
fcrved without burthening their memories. I 
Jiavp already obferved that they are fubjed to 
|io difeafes, and therefore can h^ve no need of 
phyficiai^S; Howeyer, they have excellent me- 
(iicines compofed of herbs to cure accidental 
bruifes and cuts in the paftern or frog of the 
foot by fharp Hones, as well as other maims 
and hurts in the fcveral parts of the body. 

They calculate the year by the revolution of 
the fun and the moon, j^^t ufe no fubdiyifions 
jnto weeks. T^ey are well enough acquainted 
with the motions of thoie two lumiparies, and 
pnderftand the njiture of ecUpJes ; and t^is is 
the utmoft progrfcfs of their qpronony* 

In poetry they muft be allowed to excel aD 
pther mortals^ wherein the juftnefs of their fi- 
xnilies, and the minutenefs as well as cxadnels 
of their defcriptions, are indeed inimitable. 
Their verfes abound very much in bpth of 
fhefe ; and ufually contain either fbme exalted 
potions of friendfhip and beneyolenpe, or the 
praifes of thofeji who were vidtors in raqes and 
pther bodily exercifes. Their buildings, al- 
though very rude and fimplc, are not inconve- 
nient, but well contrived to defend them from 
all injuries of cold and heat. They have ^ 
kind of tree, which at forty years old looiens 
In the root, and falls with the firft ftorm i it 
grows very ftrait^ and being pointed like 
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flakes, with a (harp ftone (for the Uouyhnhnms 
know not the ufe of iron) they flick them 
eredt in the ground about ten inches afunder, 
and then weave in oat- draw, or fome times 
wattles, . betwixt them. The roof is made af- 
ter the fame manner, and fo are the doors. 

The Houyhnhnms ufe the hollow part, be- 
tween the pattern and the hoof, of their fore- 
feet, as we do our hands, and this with greater 
dexterity, than I could at firft imagine. I 
have feen a white mare of our family thread a 
needle (which I lent her on purpofe) with that 
joint. They milk their cows, reap their oats-, 
and do all the work which requires hands in 
the fame manner. They have a kind of hard 
flints, which by grinding againft other ftones 
they form into inftruments, that ferve inftead 
of wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools 
made of thefe flints they lilcewife cut their 
hay, and reap their oats, which there grow 
naturally in feveral fields : the yahoos draw 
home the (heaves in carriages, and the fervants 
tread them in certain covered hutts to get out 
the grain, which is kept in ftores. They 
make a rude kind of earthen and wooden vef- 
fels, and bake the former in the fun. 

If they can avoid cafualties, they die only 
of old-age, and are buried in the obfcureft 
places that can be found, their friends and re- 
lations exprefllng neither joy nor grief at their 
departure ; nor does the dying perfon difcover 
the leaft regret that he is leaving the world, 
any mwc than if he were upon returning home 

B b 4 from 
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from a vifit to one of his neighbours. I rei- 
fxiember my maftcr having once made an ap- 
pointment with a friend and his family to come 
to his houfe upon fome affair of importance, 
on the day fixed the miftrefs and her two chil- 
dren came very late ; (he made two excufes, firft 
for her hufband, who, as (he faid, happened that 
very morning to Ihnmvnb. The word is ftrongly 
cxpreflive in their language, but not eafily ren- 
dered into englijh ; it fignifies, to retire to bis 
Jirji mother. Her excufe for not coming foon- 
er was, that her hufband dying late in the 
jnorning, (he was a good while confulting her 
fervants about a convenient place where his 
body fhould be laid ; and I obferved, (he be- 
haved herfelf at our houfe as chearfully as the 
reft : (he died about three months after. 

They live generally to feventy, or feventy- 
five years, very feldom to fourfcore r fome 
weeks before their death they feel a gradual 
decay; but without pain. During this time 
they are much vifited by their friends, becaufe 
they cannot go abroad with their ufual eafc and 
fatisfadlion. However, about ten days before 
their death, which they feldom fail in com- 
puting, they return the vifits that have been 
made them by thofe, who are neareft in the 
neighbourhood, being carried in a convenient 
fledge drawn by yahoos ; which vehicle they 
ufe, not only upon this occa(ion, but when 
they grow old, upon long journies, or when 
they are lamed by any accident. And there- 
fore when the dying Howhnbnms return thofe 
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vifits, they take afolemn leave of their friends, 
as if they were going to fome remote part of 
the country, where they defigned to pafs the 
reft of their lives. 

I know not whether it may be worth ob- 
ferving, that the Houybnhnms have no word in 
their language to exprefs any thing that is evil, 
except what they borrow from the deformities^ 
or ill qualities of tht yahoos. Thus they de- 
note the folly of a fervant, an omiffion of. a 
child> a flone that cuts their feet, a continu- 
ance of foul or unfeafonable weather, and the 
like, by adding to each the epithet of yahoo • 
For inftance, hhnm yabooy wbnaholm yahoo^ ynf- 
.hmndwiblma yahoo ^ and an ill contrived houfe, 
ynholmhnmrohlnw yahoo. 

I could with great pleafure enlarge farther 
upon the manners and virtues of this excellent 
people ; but intending in a fhort time to publifh 
a volume by itfelf exprefly upon that fubjedt, 
I refer the reader thither. And in the mean 
time, proceed to relate my own fad cataftro- 
phe. 
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CHAP. X. 

^be authors oeconomy^ and happy life, among tbt 
Houyhnhnms. His great improvement in vir- 
tue by converjing with them. Their converfa- 
tions. The author hath notice given him 
by bis majier^ that he muji depart from the 
country. He falls into afwoonfor grief i but 
fubmits. He contrives andfinijhes a canoo by 
the help of a fellow fervant^ and puts tofea at 
a venture. 

I Had fettled my little oeconomy to my own 
heart's content. My mafter had ordered a 
room to be made for nxe after their manner a- 
hoMt fix yards from the houfe ; the fides and 
floors of which I plaidered with clay^ and co- 
vered with rufli-matts of my own contriving; 
I had beaten hemp> which there grows wild, 
and made of it a fort of ticking : this I filled 
with the feathers of feveral birds I had taken 
with fpringes made oi yahoos haifs, and were 
excellent food. I had worked two chairs with 
my knife, the forrel nag helping me in the 
groffer and more laborious part. When my 
cloaths were worn to rags, I made myfelf o- 
thers with the fkins of rabbets, and of a cer- 
tain beautiful animal about the fame fize, cal- 
led nnubnohf the fkin of which is covered with 
a fine down. Of thefe I alfo made very tole- 
rable ftockings. I foaled my flioes with wood, 
which I cut from a tree, and fitted to the up- 
per- 
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per-leather; and when this was worn out J 
fupplied it with the fkins oi yahoos dried in the 
fun, I often got honey out of hollow trees^ 
which I mingled with water, or eat with nay 
bread. No man could more verify the truth 
of thefe two maidms, T^hat nature is vtry £^if 
Jatisjiedi and, That neceffity is the mother of in^ 
vention. I enjoyed perfect health of body, add 
tranquillity of mind; I did not feel the trea- 
chery or inconftancy of a friend, nor the injuries 
of a fecret or open enemy. I had no occafkm 
of bribing, flattering, or pimping, to prococc 
the favour of any great man, or of his aiinion. 
I wanted no fence againfl fraud or opprcifion:; 
here was neither phyfician to deltroy my bo- 
dy, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no inr- 
former to watch my words and actions, or 
forge accufations againfl me for hire : here 
were no gibers, cenfurers, backbiters, pick«- 
pockets, highway- men, houfe-breakers, attott* 
nies, bawds, buffoons, gameflers, politicians, 
wits, fplenatics, tedious talkers, coiitrovcrtifls, 
ravifhers, murderers, robbers, virtuofbcsj no 
leaders or followers of party and faftion ; no 
encouragers to vice by feducement or exam* 
pies; no dungeon, axes, gibbets, whipping* 
pofls, or pillories ; no cheating fhopkeepers or 
mechanics ; no pride, vanity, or affectation ; 
no fops, bullies, drunkards, flrolling whores^ 
or poxes ; no ranting, lewd, expenfive wives ; 
no flupid, proud pedants ; no importunate, 
over-bearing, quarrelfbme, noify, roaring, cmp* 
fy, conceited^ (wearing companionHI no fcoun^ 
• drels 
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'. drcls raifed from the duft upon the merit of 
their vices, or nobility thrown into it on ac- 
count of their virtues; no lords, fidlers, judges, 
or dancing-mailers. 

I had the favour of being admitted to feve- 

• ral HcmybnhnmSf who came to vifit or dine with 
my mailer ; whef e his honour gracioufly fuf* 
fered me to wait in the room, and liflen to 
their difcourfe. Both he and his company 
would often defcend to afk me queftions, and 
receive my anfwers. I had alfo fometimes the 
honour 01 attending my mafter in his vifits to 
others. I never prefumed to fpeak, except in 
anfwer to a^queflion; and then I did it with in- 
ward regret, becaufe it was a lofs of fo much 
time for improving myfelf : but I was infinite- 
ly delighted with the ftation of an humble au- 
ditor in fuch converfations, where nothing paf- 
fcd but what -was ufeful, exprcflcd in the fcw- 
cft and moft fignificant words : where (as I 
have already faid) the greateft decency was ob- 
ferved without the leaft degree of ceremony ; 
where no perfon fpoke without being pleafcd 
himfelf, and pleafing his companions ; where 
there was no interruption, tedioufnefs, heat, 
or difference of fentiments. They have a no- 
tion, that, when people are met together, a 
fliort filence doth much improve converfation: 
this I found to be true ; for during thofe little 
intermiflions of talk new ideas would arife in 
their minds, which very much enlivened the 
difcourfe. Their fubjccfts are generally on 
friendfhipaUd benevolence^ on order and oeco- 

nomy ; 



TO THE HOUYHNHNMS. 3*1 

nomy ; fomctimes upon the vifibic operations 
of nature, or ancient traditions ; upon the 
bounds and limits of virtue ; upon the uner^ 
ring rules of reafon, or upon fome determi- 
nations to be taken at the next great aifem-^ 
bly; and often upon the various excellen- 
cies of poetry. I may add without vanity, 
that my prefence often gave them fufficient 
matter for difcourfe, becaufe it afforded my 
mailer an occafion of letting his friends into 
the hiftory of me and my country, upon which 
they were all pleafed to defcant in a manner 
not very advantageous to human kind 5 and 
for that reafon I (hall not repeat what they 
faid : only I may be allowed to obferve, that 
his honour to my great admiration appeared 
to underftand the nature oi yahoos ^ much bet- 
ter than myfclf. He went through all our 
vices and follies, and difcovercd many, which 
I had never mentioned to him, by only fop- 
poling what qualities z yahoo of their country 
with a fmall proportion of reafon might be 
capable of exerting ; and concluded, with too 
much probability, how vile as well as mifer- 
able fuch a creature muft be. 

I freely confefs, that all the little knowledge 
I have of any value, was acquired by the lec- 
tures I received from my mafter, and from 
hearing the difcourfcs of him and his friends; 
to which I fhould be prouder to liften, than 
to didlate to the grcateft and wifcft aflembly in 
Europe. I admired the ftrcngth, comelinefs, 
and fpeed of the inhabitants ; and fuch a con- 

ilellation 
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ftelktion of virtues, in fuch amiable perfbns, 
produced' in me the highef): veneration. At 
firft indeed I did not f<el that natural awe, 
which ihtyaboos and all other animals bear to^ 
wards them ; but it gre^i^ upon me by degrees, 
much fboner than I imagined^ and was ming* 
kd with a refpedful love and gratitude, that 
they would condefccnd to diftinguifh mc from 
the reft of my fpccies. 

When I thought of my family, my friends, 
my countrymen, or human race in general, I 
confidered them as they really were, yahoos in 
fhape and difpofition, perhaps a little more ci- 
vilized, and qualified with the gift of fpccch^ 
but making no other ufe of reafon, than to 
improve and multiply thofe vices, whereof 
their brethren in this country had only tho 
Ihare that nature allotted them. When I hap- 
pened to behold the rcffledtion of my own form 
HI a lake or a fountain, I turned away my face 
in horror and deteftation of myfelf ; and could 
better endure the fight of a common yahoo, 
than of my own perfon. By converfing with 
the Houybnhnms^ and looking upon them with 
delight, I fell to imitate their gait and gefture, 
which is now grown into an habit ; and my 
friends often tell mc in a blunt way, that I trot 
Uke a borfe ; which however I take for a great 
compliment : neither (hall I difown, that in 
fpeaking I am apt to fall into the voice and 
manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear myfelf 
ridiculed on that account without the leaf( 
mortification. 

In 
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In the midd of al( this happinefs^ aod when 
I looked upon myfelf to be fully fettied for 
life> my mafler ient for me one nK>rning a lit* 
tie earlier than his ufuid hour. I obferved by 
his countenance that he was in fome perplexi- 
ty, and at a lofs how to begin what he had to 
fpcak. After a fhort filence, he told me, ho 
did not know how I would take what he was 
going to fay; that in the laft general afTembly, 
when the affair of the^tfj^^j was entered upon, 
the reprcfcntatives had taken offence at his 
keeping z yahoo (meaning myfelf) in his fami-> 
ly, more like a Houybnbnmf than a brute ani- 
mal. That he was known frequently to con- 
verfe with me, as if he could receive fome ad- 
vantage or plcafure in my company : that fuch 
a pradice was not agreeable to reafon or na- 
ture, or a thing ever heard of before among 
them. The affembly did therefore exhort him 
either to employ me like the reft of my fpe- 
cies, or command me to fwim back to the 
place from whence I came. That thefirftof 
thefe expedients was utterly rejected by all the 
Houyhnhnmsy who had ever feen me at his 
houfe or their own : for they alledged, that 
becaufe I had fome rudiments of reafon, ad- 
ded to the natural pravity of thofe animals, it 
was to be feared, I might be able to feduce 
them into the woody and mountainous parts of 
the country, and bring them in troops by night 
to deftroy the Houyhjibntns cattle, as being na-» 
turally of the ravenous kind, and averfe from 
labour. 

My 
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My mafter addcd^ that he was daily preflcd 
by the Howbnbnms of the neighbourhood to 
have the ailembly's exhortation executed, which 
he could not put off much longer. He doubt- 
ed it would be impoflible for me to fwim to 
another country ; and therefore wifhed I would 
contrive fome fort of vehicle refembling thofe 
I had defcribed to him, that might carry me 
on the fea; in which work I fhould have the 
affiftance of his own fervants, as well as thofe 
of his neighbours. He concluded, that for 
his own part he could have been content to 
keep me in his fervice as long as I lived ; be- 
caufe he found I had cured myfelf of fome bad 
habits and difpofitions by endeavouring, as far 
as my inferior nature was capable, to imitate 
the Houybnbnms. 

I fhould here obferve to the reader, that a 
decree of the general affembly in this country 
is expreffed by the word bnbloayn^ which fig- 
nifies an exbortation^ as near as. I can render it: 
for they have no conception how a rational 
creature can be compelledy but only advifed, or 
exborted \ becaufe no perfon can difobey rca- 
fon without giving up his claim to be a rational 
creature. 

I was ftruck with the utmoft grief and def- 
pair at my matter's difcourfe; and being unable 
to fupport the agonies I was under, I fell into 
a fwoon at his feet : when I came to myfelf, 
he told me, that he concluded I had been 
dead (for thefe people are fubjedt to no fuch 
ipjbecillities of nature.) I anfwered in a faint 

voice, 
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voice, that death would have been too great an 
happinefs ; that although I could not blame 
the aflcmbly's eoibortation^ or the urgency of 
his friends; yet in my weak and corrupt judgj» 
menty I thought it might confift with reafon 
to have been lefs rigorous : that I could not 
fwim a league, and probably the nearefl land 
to theirs might be diflant above an hundred ) 
that many materials, necefTary for making a 
fmall veflel to carry me off, were wholly 
wanting in this country, which however t 
would attempt in obedience and gratitude to 
his honour, although I concluded the thing to 
be impoflible, and therefore looked on myfelf 
as already devoted to deflrudtion : that thd 
certain profped: of an unnatural death was the 
lead of my evils : for fuppofing I (hould efcape 
with life by fomc ftrange adventure, how could 
I think with temper of paffing my days among 
yabooSf and relapfing into my old corruptions 
for want of examples to lead and keep me 
within the paths of virtue : that I knew too 
well upon what folid reafons all the determi-^ 
nations of the wife Houybnbnms were founded, 
not to be fhaken by arguments of mine, a mi*^. 
ferable yahoo ; and therefore, after prefenting 
him with my humble thanks for the offer 
of his fervants afliflance in making a veffel, 
and defiring a reafonable time for fo difficult a 
work, I told him I would endeavour to pre- 
ferve a wretched being ; and if evcrj[ returned to 
Englandy was not without hopes of being ufe- 
ful to my own fpccies by cetebrating the praifcs 
Vql. II. C c •f 
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of the renowned Hot^bnSnms, and propofing, 
their virtues to the imitation of mankind. 

My mafter in a few wwds made me a vcff 
gracious reply, allowed me tke /pace of two 
months to finiih^ my boat ; and ordeFed* the ibr- 
rcl nag, my fellow-fervant (for fa at this dif^ 
tancc I may prefume tocajl him) to follow my 
inftrudtioAS ; becaufe i told n^ mailer^ that 
his help would be fufiicient> and I knew he 
had. a tendernefs for me. 

In his company, my firft bnfineis was to go 
to that part of the coaft, where my rebellious 
crew had ordered me to be fet on* fhore* I 
I got upon a heighth> and looking on every 
fide into the fea, fancied I faw a fmall ifland 
towards the nortb-eafi: I toofcotit my pocket* 
glafs, and could then clearly diftinguiflt ir a- 
bout five leagues off, as I computed; but it 
appeared to the forrel hag to be only a blue 
cloud.: for as he had no conception- of itny. 
country befide his own, fi) he could not be aa 
expert in diflinguifhing remote objeds at fca» 
as we who i6 much converfe in that element. 

After I had difcovcred this ifland, I confix 
dercd no farther; but refolvedj it fhould, if 
poflible, be the firfl place of my banUhmoiti 
leaving the confequence to fortune: 

I returned horne> and confultiftg witlv the. 
forrel nag, we went into a cqpfe at- fome diP 
tance, where I with my knife, and he w5A a 
fharp flint faftened very artifici^dly after tHeit 
manner to a wooden handle^ cut down- iewrat 
oak v^atties^ about the thickncfs of a waif 
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ftsi«- aitrf fbriiif hrM pjdrt^. Buf . I ffiaH' litt* 
fpotibfc die reader vrt* a jiaAfthifer dfefcrtp^' 
fiofi of ±f6wn ihddiknicsj Itt? iif flrfffiht- to 
%, tffatf in- Cni weirs' rirfitf ^VitSi tife? httlp o^ 
<he IbWclns^, Mdid-peHfentted' thfcfpat'rs-tHa* 
iteqtiireaiAdfflkbbur, I finifiica' a fortrdf /V»u 
i/^ canbd, Iwit' iWufch' laVefer, cpvenhV itfwMf 
*e ffeihs of /<i»Wir ti^dl ftftchtd* tbgethtr witR 
lidto{ien threads of my pwn ma1cin>C- My fail 
i*«!8 \ikey»'i& cortlpbred* of thb- ,fKirir Of tKrf 
f^eanimaf; bur f. tasdH uicf of tKtJ-youngefl! 
r cbaltfgelt, tKe" older beiiig' tttiJ' tbligh- and 
ififcKj and- r liieewift^ prbVidctf rhyfelf vWtK 
fbttf jiaddlesr. r iWd' iH' a' itbct of bdilecf fltfftiV 
of Abttets aWd fo^'af J and' took vWttt me tWa 
vtfflfdtf. Ode fiUiid With mUk, ahtf tKH'otScfr'vrttH 
^{(teir: 

r trted* mjr eah'db iri' a' lar^" po^ifl rt'itaf mf 
AStltefVHbtlfty artd'tfieh'dd^ark^iit irvi^at 
was amifs; fh)t){)tH^' all t)ie cKitik^ With yt^df 
^ttttid^; tilM foond iir'ftkndi; itid a«ld to-bear 
i«tf anid' Ttiy. fitTgHft A^id; vvlreri' it' waV a« 
complcat'aV I (AJtlia pdrflbTy maljS^iti T had- it 
drawn on a carriage very gently by yahoos to 
the fea-fide, under the condud of the forrel 
nag, and another fervant. 

When all was ready, and the day came for 
my departure, I took leave of my mafter and 
lady and the whole family, my eyes flowing 
with tears, and my heart quite funk with 
grief. But his honour out of curioHty, and 
perhaps (if I may fpeak it without vanity) 
partly out of kindnefs, was determined to fee 
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me in my canoo ; and got feveral of his neigh* 
bouring friends to accompany him. I was 
forced to wait above an hour for the tide» and 
then obferving the wind very fortunately bear- 
ing towards the ifland» to which I intended 
to (leer my courfe, I took a iecond leave of 
my mafler: but, as I was going to proflrate 
myfelf to kifs his hoof, he did me the honour 
to raife it gently to my mouth. I am not k* 
norant how much I have been cenfured tot 
mentioning this lafl particular. Detractors are 
pleafed to think it improbable, that fo illuf- 
trious a perfon fhould aefcend to give fo great 
a mark of diflindion to a creature ib inmior 
as I. Neither have I forgotten how apt fome 
travellers are to boaft of extraordinary favours 
they have received. But, if thefe cenfurers 
were better acquainted with the noble and 
courteous difpofition of the Houybnbnms^ they 
would foon change their opinion. 

I paid my refpedts to the reft of the Haw/bn-- 
bnms in his honour's company ; then getting 
into my canoo J pufhed off from ihore. 
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^he author* s dangerous voyage. He arrives at 
New-Holland, hoping to fettle there. Is 
wounded with an arrow by one of the natives. 
Isfeixed and carried by force into a portuguczc 
fhip. The great civilities of the captain. The 
author arrives at England. 

I Began this defperatc voyage on February 15, 
1714-15, at 9 o'clock in the morning. The 
wind was very favourable ; however. I made 
life at firftionly of my paddles \ but confider- 
ing I ihould foon be weary, Ind that the wind 
might chop about, I ventured to fet up my lit- 
tle fail ; and. thus with the help of the tide I 
went fit the rate of a league and a half an 
hour, as near as I could guefs. My mafter 
and his friends continued on the fhore, till I 
was almoft out of fight i and I often heard the 
fbrrel nag (who always loved me) crying out, 
bnuy ilia nyba majahyaboo^ Take care of thyfelf 
gentle yahoo. 

My defign was, if poffible, to difcover feme 
fmall ifland uninhabited, yet fufficient by my 
labour to furnifti me with the neceflarics of 
.life, which I would have thought a greater 
happinefs, than to be firft minifter in the poli- 
teft court of europe ; (o horrible was the idea I 
conceived of returning to live in the fociety 
and under the government of yahoos. For, in 
iuch a folitude as I defired, I could at leaf): en-r 

C c 3 joj 
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joy my own thoughts, and rcflcdl with ddight 
on the virtues gf thofe inioiitikble Houybnbnm 
without any opportunity of degenerating into 
the vices and corxuptioa^ of my owa fpc- 
cies. 

The r.e2\dcr oQay reoxember what I xielated, 
,when n>y crew conspired againft gqae^ amd i)on- 
^ned me to my cajbbin. How | conjtioued 
there feveral weeks without knowiog what 
courfe we took ; and when I was put a-fhoar 
in thie loDg-bo^t, li^QW thp f^Hor^ tq^ mf wi^ 
p^ths, wh^e^cj: .true or jl^Cej fhat they kncf 
i)ot in what parjt of the warl4 Yf^ W%fP* Hpw« 
^yer, I did then belieye us to he about teo 
jd^grcts/oidfSwar^qf th/e Cape if Good-H&pe^ or 
about 45 dpgnpsjbufpem iautude^ as I gather- 
ed from fofne general words I ovcfheard a« 
iQong them^ being I fuppofed to ibcJotitA^ia/i 
in their intended voyage to Madaga/car. An4 
ultbough this were but little bet^r than con^r 
jedture^ yet I refolvpd to fleer my courfe tafir 
fvard^ hoping to reach the frntb^wB cpaft of 
IffW'floUand^ and perhaps iome fuch ifland as 
I defired lying nvejiward of it. The nind was 
full ivefi^ ^nd by fix in the evening I com* 

})uted I had gone iajhward at leaft eighteen 
eagues ; when I fpied a very fmail ifland about 
half a league qS^ vvhich I foon reached. It 
was nothing but a rock with one creek natu* 
fally arched by the force of tempers. Here 
J put in my catipp, and climbing a part of the 
ixxrk I could plainly diicover land to fhe ^» 
extending frqm/outh to wfrt^. | Uy dll nig^t 

in 
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in my Canoo ; and repeating my voyage early 
in the morning, I arrived in kvcn hours to the 
Jouth-^qfi point of Ncw^HoUand. This con- 
firmed me in the opinion I have long enter- 
tainedy that the maps and charts place this 
country at leaft three degrees more to the e^^ 
than it really is ; which thought I communi- 
cated many yeiars ago to my worthy friend, 
Mr. Herman Moli^ and gave him my reafons 
ifbrit, although he hath rather chofen to follow 
bther authors, 

I faw no inhabitants in the place where I 
landed, and being unarmed I was afraid of 
-venturing far into the country, I found fomc 
lhelUfi(h on the ihore, and eat them raw, not 
daring to kindle a fire for fear of being difco- 
vered by the natives, I continued three days 
feeding on oyftcrs and Hmpits to favc my own 
provifions ; and I fortunately found a brook of 
.excellent water, which gave mc great re- 
lief. 

On the fourth day venturing out early a lit- 
tle too far, I faw twenty or thirty natives upon 
a heighth not above five hundred yards front 
me. They were ftark naked, men, jvomeii, 
and children round a fire, as I could difcovcr by 
the fmoke. One of them fpied me, and gave 
notice to the reft ; five of them advanced to- 
wards mc, leaving the women and children at 
the fire. I made what hafte I could to the 
ihore, and getting into my canoo ihoved off: 
the lavages obfervmg me retreat ran after me 1 
tod, before I could get far enough into the 
C c 4 fca, 
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fea, difcharged an arrow which wounded me 
deeply on the infidc of my left knee (I (hall 
carry the mark to my grave.) I apprehended 
the arrow might be poifoned, aqd paddHng 
out of the reach of their darts (being a calm 
(day) I made a (hift to fuck the wound, and 
drcfs it as wel) as I could. 

I was at a lofs what to do, for I durfl not 
return to the f^me landing-place, but flood to 
the noribi and was forced to paddle ; for the 
wind, though very gentle, was againft mc, 
blowing nqrtb'Wep. As I was looking about 
for a fecure landing-place, I faw a fail to the 
portb-nortb-eajft which appearing every minute 
more vifible, I wjis ip fome doubt, whether 1 
fhould vvrait for them or no ; but at laft my 
deteftatipn of the yahoo race prevailed ; and 
turning my c^noo I failed and paddled together 
to thtfoutb^ and got into the fanie creek, from 
whence I fct out in the morning, chafing ra-r 
ther to truft myfclf' among thefe barbarians^ 
than live with European yaboos. I drew up 
my canoo as clofe as I could to the (hore, and 
hid myfelf behind a ftone by the little brook, 
which, as I have already faid, was excellent 
\vater. 

The (hip came within half a league of this 
creek, and fcnt out her long-boat with veffcls 
to take in frefti water (for the place, it feems, 
was very well known) but I did not obferve it, 
till the boat was almoft on fhore ; and it was 
too late to feek another hiding-place. The 
feamen at their lanc^ing obferycd my canoo, and 

rummaging 
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rummaging it all over, cafily conjeftured that 
the owner could not be far off. Four of therii^ 
well armed, fearched every cranny and lurking- 
hole, till at laft they found me flat on my face 
behind the ftone. They gazed a while in ad- 
miration at my ftrange uncouth drefs ; my coat 
made of (kins, my wooden foaled fhoes, and 
my furred (lockings; from whence however 
they concluded, I was not ^ a native of the 
place, who all go naked. One of the feamcn^ 
in portuguezCf bid me rife, and a(ked who I 
was. I underftood that language very V7ell, and 
getting upon my feet faid I was zpoor ya&oo ba- 
nilhed from the Houy&ninms, and defired they 
would plcafe to let me depart. They admired 
to hear me anfwer them in their own tongue, 
and faw by my complexion, I muft be an Eur 
ropean ; but were at a lofs to know what I 
meant by yahoos^ and Hovybnhnms^ and at the 
fame time fell a laughing at my ftrange tone 
in fpeaking, which refcmbled the neighing of a 
horfe. I trembled all the while betwixt fear 
and hatred : I again defired leave to depart, 
and was gently moving to mycanoo; but they 
laid hold on me, deflring to know, what coun- 
try I was of? whence I came? with many 
other queftions. I told them I was born in 
England^ from whence I came about five years 
ago, and then their country and ours were at 
peace. I therefore hoped they would not treat 
me as an enemy, fince I meant them no harra^ 
byt \vas a poor yahoo^ feeking fome defolatc 

place 
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place where to pafs the remainder of his unfoN 
tunate liife. 

Wbea they hegan to talk^ I thought I never 
heard or faw any ^hlng fo unnatural ; for it 
appeared to me as monftrous, as if a dog or a 
. cow fhould i^eak in EnglanJ, or a yaifop in 
Uoi^bnbnm-land. The honeft Portugueze were 
equally amazed at my ftrange dreis, and the 
cad iQanner of delivering my words^ which 
however they underftood very well.. They 
(poke to me with great hunnianity^ and faid 
vxty were fure the captain would carry me 
gratis to Li/boUf from whence I might return 
to my own country ; that two of the fcamen 
would go hack to. the (hipt inform the captain 
of what they had feen, and receive, his orden ; 
in the mean time^ unlefs I would give my fo« 
lemn oath not to fly^ they would fecure me 
by force. I thought it beft to comply with 
jtheir propofal. They were very curipus to 
know my ftory, but I gave them verv litde 
iatisfadion ; and they all conjectured^ that my 
piisfortunes had impaired my reafon. In two 
hours the boat, which went loaden with, vef- 
fels of water, returned with the captain's com- 
mand to fetch me on board. I fell on my 
knees to preferve my liberty ; but all was in 
vain, and the men having tied me with cords 
heaved me into the boat, from whence I was 
taken into the (hip, and from thence into the 
'captain's cabbin. 

. His i^^me was Pedro de Mendez; he was a 
ycry, courteous and generous perfon; he en- 
treated 
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treated me to give fome account of a^yHdf, 
jwd dcfired to know what I would e«t or 
4rink ; faid^ I ihould be ufed as well as him^ 
fd£^ and fpokc £0 many obliging things, thftt I 
.wondered to &ud fuch civilities from a yaiaOf 
jtlpwever, I remained iilent and fuUen j I wa# 
ready to faint at the very fmell of hini aji4 hit 
men. At laft I dciired fomething to eat out of 
my own canoo ; but he ordered me a chicken^ 
4ind fome excellent wine, and then direded 
that I fhould l^e put to bed in a very clean cab** 
bin. I woyld not undrefs niyielf, but lay 09 
the bed-cloaths^ and in half an hour flpl« out^ 
when I thought the crew was at dinner, an4 
getting to the iide of the (hip was going to leap 
into the fea, and fwim for my life, rather than 
continue fxao^gyaboos. But one of the feam^ 
prevented me, and having informed the cap^ 
tain, I was chained to my cabbin. 

After dinner Don Pedro came to me, and ^t^ 
iired to know my reafbn for fo defperate an at^ 
tempt ; affured me, he only meant to dp oq 
all the fervice he was able, and fppke fo v^iy 
movingly, that at laft I defcended to tre^t hifA 
like ail animal, which had fome little poitioii 
of reafon. I gave him a very (hort relgtioi^ 
of my voyage; of the confpiracy agaiof^ 1114 
by my owa men 1 of the country wh^re they 
fet me on (hore, and of my five yegrs refid^ncn 
there* All which \\t looked uppo, s? if jt 
wen; a dream or a vifion; vvhereat I took gfMV 
ofFeoce j for I h^ quite forgot the fa<;ulty ^ 
Jyipg f9 pcc|4»r p^ya^ in qll ccwtrief wl>«M 

they 
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they prcfidc, and confequcntly the difjpofition 
of fufpedling truth in others of their own fpc- 
cics. I aflccd him whether it were the cuftom 
in his. country to^Zry the thing which was notf 
I aflured him, I had almoft forgot what he 
meant by falfchood, and, if I had lived a thou- 
fand years in Houyhnhnm- land, I (hould never 
have heard a lye from the meaneft fcrvant; 
that I was altogether indifferent whether he 
believed me or no ; but however in return for 
his favours, I would give fo much allowance 
to the corruption of his nature, as to anfwcr 
any obje<ftion he would pleafe to make» ajid 
then he might eafily difcover the truth. 

The captain, a wife man, after many endea- 
vours to catch me tripping in fome part of my 
ftory, at laft began to have a better opinion of 
my veracity. But he added, that> fincc I pro- 
feffed fo inviolable an attachment to truth, I 
muft give him my word and honour to bear 
him company in this voyage without attempt- 
ing any thing againft my life, or clfe he would 
continue me a prifoner till we arrived at LtJ^ 
ton. I gave him the promife he required ; but 
at the fame time protefied, that I would fuffer 
the greateft hardrtiips, rather than return to 
live 2Xiiongyahoos. 

Our voyage paffed without any confiderable 
accident. In gratitude to the captain I fome- 
times fat with him at his earnefl requeH*, and 
ftrove to conceal my antipathy againft human 
kind, although it often broke out ; which he 
fuflfered to pafs without obfervation. .But, the 
. 3 greateft 
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greateft part of the day I confined myfelf to 
my cabbin to avoid feeing any of the crew. 
The captain had often entreated me to ftrip my- 
felf of my favage drcfs, and offered to lend mc 
the beft fuit of cloaths he had. This I would 
not be prevailed on to accept, abhorring to co- 
ver myfelf with any thing that had been on the 
back of a yaboo. I only defired he would lend 
me two clean (hirts, which, having been wafli- 
ed fince he wore them, I believed would not 
fo much defile me. Thefe I changed every 
fecond day, and wafhed them myfelf. 

We arrived at Lijbon^ Nov. 5, 171 5. At 
our landing the captain forced me to cover my- 
felf with his cloak to prevent the rabble from 
crouding about me. I was conveyed to hi* 
own houfe ; and at my earneft requeft he led mc 
up to the higheft room backwards. I conjured 
him to conceal from all perfons what I had 
told him of the Houybnbnms i becaufe the leaft 
hint of fuch a ftory would not only draw num- 
bers of people to fee me, but probably put mo 
in danger of being imprifoned or burnt by 
the inquifition. The captain perfuaded me to 
accept a fuit of cloaths newly made ; but I 
would not fuffer the taylor to take my meafure; 
however, Don Pedro being almoft of my fize, 
they fitted me well enough. He accoutred mc 
with other neceffaries, all new, which I aired 
for twenty- four hours, before I would uftr 
them. 

The captain had no wife, nor above three 
fcrvants, none of which were fuffered to at- 
tend 
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fcnd at meals ; and his whole dcpotttAcH/kt wal 
§6 oMiging, added to very good bufhsn uhder^ 
ftandifigy that I really bc|;ari to tolerate hik 
<OHipatiy. He gained fo rar upon me, diat I 
tenftured to look- out of the back window. By 
degrees I was brought into another room» from 
whence I peeped into the ftreet, but drew my 
liead back in a fright. In a week's time hd 
feduced me down to the door. I found my 
ferror gradually lefTened, bat my hatred amT 
contempt feemed to encreafe. I ^as at laf^ 
bold enough to walk the flreet in his company, 
^ut kept my nofe well flopped with rue, or 
ibmetimes with tobacco. 

In ten days Don Pedro^ to whom I had given 
ibme account of my domeftic affairs^, put it! 
upon me as a matter of honour arid coniciencftf, 
that I ought to return to my native country, 
and live at home with my wMk and children. 
He told me, there was an ek^KJh- (hip in thA 
port juft ready to fail, and he would furnifh 
Ae with all things neceifary. It \¥duld bV te-^ 
dious to repeat his arguments, and my contra^*^ 
didtions. He faid it was altogether impoffibld 
«o find fuch a folitary ifland as I had' defiiied tb 
]ive in; but I might command in my owii 
houfe, and pafs my time in a manneir as redufcf 
a3 I pleafed. . 

I complied at laft, findine I could not d!6 
better. I left Lijbon the 24th day of NotAntet 
in an engii/h merchant-man, bpt, who wau^rf* 
Rafter, I never enquired. DM'Pin^cf atWm- 
panied me to the (hip, and Itnt me' twttitf 

pounds. 
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pounds. He took kind leave of mc, andem^ 
braeed mc at parting, whietti borer as wdla»( 
P coirfd. During ^1^ laff voyage I had* no 
commerce with the nwftcr, or any of hTsrmeorr 
hut pretending I was fick kept clofc in rttf 
cabbin. On the $xh ol Beamier^ ^7^S> ^•*' 
eaft anchor in^ the* Dowm: about nine in tftit 
mornings and ar tftrec in» rite afternoon I gof 
fcife to my houft 2^RotBerbirb^. 

My wife and- ftmily^ received me with g^tsatf 
iVjrprize and joy^ becauft they concluded ni# 
certainly dead ;- but V nroft^ freely confef^ tfi* 
fight of rhem fiflid: me onFy with hatred^ cfiiP 
guft, and contempt r andvtfre mora By refle£&» 
ing on the near alliance I had^ to them; Pbf 
although, fince my unfortunate exile from the 
Houyhnbnm country, I had compelled myfelf 
to tolerate the light oi yaboos^ and to converfc 
with Don Pedro de Mendez ; yet my memory 
and imagination were perpetually filled with 
the virtues and ideas of thofe exalted Hotiybn-* 
bnms. And when I began to confider, that by 
copulating with one of the Jf^/i6^-fpecies I had 
become a parent of more, it ftruck me with 
the utmoft fhame, confufion, and horror/ 

As foon as I entered the houfe, my* wife 
took me in her arms, and kifTed me ; at which, 
having not been ufed to the touch of that odi- 
ous animal for fo many years, I fell into a 
fwoonibr^^lmoft an hour. At the time I am 
writing, it is five years fince my laft return ta 
England: during the firdryearli oould rtot ea- 
dure my wife or children iBoiy prefence ; the 

verjr 
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very fmell of them was intolerable j much lelb- 
could I fuiFer them to eat in the fame room. 
To this hour they dare not prefume to touch 
my bread, or drink out of the fame cup ; nei- 
ther was I ever able to let one of them take 
me by the hand. The firfl money I laid out 
was to buy two young flone-horfes, which I 
keep in a good ftable, and next to them the 
groom is my greateft favourite ; for I feel my 
mirits revived by the fmell he contrads in the 
uable. My horfes underftand rac tolerably 
well ; I converfe with them at leaft four hours 
every day. They are ftrangers to bridle or 
Middle ; they live in great amity with me, and 
. friendihip to each other. 
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CHAP. XII. 

^be authors ver/icity. His irsjign in publijijing 
this work^ His cenfure of thofe travellers 
nvho Jwerve from the truth. The author 
clears himfelffrom any fmj/ler ends in writ^^ 
ing* . ^ objeSiion anfwered. The method of 
planting colonies. His native country com-^ 
mended. The right of the crown to thofe 
countries defcribed by the author^ is jujiified. 
The difficulty of conquering them. The au^ 

. tbor takes bis. lajl leave of the reader ; pro^ 
pofeth bis manner of living for the future ; 
gives good advice and concludeth. 

THUS gentle reader, I have given thee ^ 
faithful hiftory of my travels for fixteei) 
years and abov& kya^ months ; vrherein I have 
not been fo ftudlous of crnaaient as of truth. 
I could perhaps, like others, have afloniihed 
thee with flrange improbable tales ; but 1 ra- 
ther chofe to relate plain matter of fadl in the 
fimpleft manner and ftvle ; becaufe my princi- 
pal defign was to inform, and not to s^mufe 
thee. 

It is ea/y for us who travel into remote 
countries, which are ieldomvifited by englijh'^ 
men or other europcansj to form defcriptions of 
wonderful animals both at fea and land; 
Whereas a traveller's chief, aim (hould be^tp 
make men wifer and better, and to improve 

VoL.^II. Dd their 
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their minds by ^e bad^ as well as good ex« 
ample, of wh^t they deliver concerning foreign 
places. 

I coiild heartily wi(h a 1;^ was en^^ed, 
^at 9vcry traveller, before he were permitted 
to publifh his voyages^ fhould be obliged to 
piake oath before the krd hi^b Cbanqellor^ that 
all he intended to print was abfolutely true to 
the bed of his knowledge ; for then the world 
would no longer be deceived, as it ufually is; 
while fome writers, to make their works paft 
the better upon the public, impofc the grpf-p 
fcft falfities on the unwary reader, I have 
perufedfeveral books of travels with great delight 
in my younger days ; but having fince gone over 
moft parts of the globe, and been able to con- 
tradia many fabulous accounts from my own 
pbferyation, it hath given me a great difgqft 
againft this part of reading, and fome indigo 
pation to fee the credulity of mankind fp imr 
pudently abufed, Therefore, fince my ac- 
quaintance were pleafed to think my poor en- 
deavours might not be unacceptable ta my 
country, I impofed on myfelf as a maxim ne- 
ver to be fwerved from, that I would ^niJ?/^ 
adhere to truth ; neither indeed can I be ever 
*nder the lead temptation to vary from it, 
while I retain in my mind the le^res and 
example of my noble mailer, and the other 
illuftrious Houyhnhnmsy of whom I had fo long 
^he honpur to be an humble hearer. 

l^ec 
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■ Necji mferum Fortuna Sinonem 
Finxit^ vanum etiamf mendacemque mprohm 
Jinget. 

I know very well; how little reputation is 
to be got by writings, which require neither 
genius nor learning, nor indeed any other 
talent, except a good memory, or an exaO: 
journal. I know likewife, that writers of 
travels, like diSiionary-mzktn^ are funk into 
oblivion by the weight and bulk of thofe, 
who come laft, and therefore lie upper- 
moil. And it is highly probable, that fuch 
travellers, who (hall hereafter vifit the coun- 
tries defcribed in this work of mine, may 
by deteding my errors (if there be any) and 
adding many new difcoveries of their own, 
juftle me out of vogue and ftand in my 
place, making the world forget that ever I 
was an author. This indeed would be too 

freat a mortification, if I wrote for fame : 
ut as my fole intention was the public good. 
I cannot be altogether difappointed. For who 
can read of the virtues I have mentioned in 
the glorious Houyhnbnms without being afham- 
cd of his own vices, when he confidcrs him- 
felf as the reafoning, governing animal of hi*, 
country ? I (hall fay nothing of thofe remote 
nations, where ^^^fi^^i prcfidc; amongft which 
the lead corrupted arc the Brobdingnagians^ 
\Yhofe vvife maxims in morality and govern- 

P d ^ ment 
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mcnt It would l>e our happinefs to obfcrvc. 
But I forbear defcanting farther^ and rather 
leave the judicious reader to his own remarks 
and applications. 

I am not a little, pleafed, that this work of 
mine can pofTibly tneet "with nocenfurers: for 
what objeftioDS can be made againft a writer^ 
who relates only plain fads, that happened in 
fuch diftant countries, where we have not the 
lead intereft with rcfpedl either to trade or 
negotiations ? I have carefully avoided every 
fault, with which common writers of traveU 
are' often too juftly charged. Beiides, I med^ 
^le not the leaft with any party^ but write 
without paflion, prejudice, or ill-will agaio/l 
any. man, or number of men whatibcver, I 
write for the noblefl end, to inform and in^ 
flruiS: mankind, over whom I may, without 
breach of modedy, pretend to ibme fuperi*^ 
crity from the advantages I received by con* 
verfing fo long among the moil accoqipliihed 
Houybnbnms. I write without any view to« 
wards profit or praife. I never fuffer a word 
to pafs, that may look like refledtion, or pof* 
fibly give the leafl offence, even to thofe who 
are mod ready to take it. So that I hope, 
J may with juftice pronounce myfelf an aur 
thcr perfedly blamelefs; againft whom die 
tribes of anfwcrers, confiderers, obfervers, re- 
fie£ters, deteders, remark ers, will never be 
able to find nutter for exercifing their Ur 
ieats. 

I confefs^ 
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1 confefs^ it was whifpered to me/ that I 
was bound in duty, as a fubje<5l of Eng/andi 
to have given in a n^emorial to a fecretaiv of 
ilate at my firft coming over ) becaufe, wnat^ 
ever lands are difcovered by a fubjed:, belong 
to the crown. But I doubt whether our cottf^ 
quefts, in the countries I treat of, would be 
as cafy as thofe of Ferdinando Cortez over thft 
naked Americans. The LUIiputianSf I thinle; 
are hardly worth the charge of a fleet and ar- 
my to reduce them ; and I queftion whether 
it might be prudent or fafe to attempt the 
Brobdingnagians. Or whether an engfijh armj 
would be much at their eafe with the flying • 
ifland over their heads. The Houybnbnms in- 
deed appear not to be fo well prepared for 
war, a icience to which they are perfed (Iran- 
gers, and efpecially againft miflive weapons. 
However, fuppofing myfelf to be a miAifter of 
ftate, I could never give my advice for inva- 
ding them. Their prudence, unanimity, un- 
acquaintednefs with fear, and their love of 
their country, would amply fiipply all dcfcdl* 
in the military art Imagine twenty thoufand 
of them breaicing iiito the midft of an turth- 
pean army, confounding the ranks, overturn^ 
ing the carriages,^ battering the warriors facet 
into mummy by terrible yerks from their 
hinder hoofs 1 for they would well deferye tbd 
charader given to Augujim : Recakitrat undi^ 
cue tutus. But inftead of propofals for con<^ 
querin^; that magnanimous nation, I rather 
wiOi they were in a capacity, or di^)o(ition^ 
... Pd 3^ t# 
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to fend a fufficient number of their inhabi- 
tants for civilizing Europe^ by teaching us the 
firft principles of honour, juftice^ truth, tern- 
perance, public fpirit, fortitude^ chaflity, 
Iriendfhip^ benevolence, and fiddity. The 
names of all which virtues are ftili retained a- 
mong us in moil languages, and are to be met 
lyith in modern, as well sis ancient authors; 
which I am able to aiTert from my own fmall 
reading. 

But I had another reafon, which made me 
lefs forward to enlarge his majefty's domi- 
nions by my difcoveries. To fay the truth, I 
had conceived a few fcruples with relation to 
the diftributive juftice ot princes upon thofe 
occafions. For inftance, a crew of pyrates arc 
driven by a (lorm they know not wnither ; at 
length a boy difcovers land from the top- 
maftj they go on (horc to rob and plunder; 
they fee an harmlefs people, are entertained 
with kindnefs ; they give the country a new 
name; they take formal pofTeflion of it for 
their king; they fet up a rotten plank or a 
ftone for a memorial ; they murder two or 
three dozen of the natives, bring away a cou- 
ple more by force for a fample, return home, 
and get their pardon. Here commences a 
new dominion acquired with a title by divine 
right. Ships are fent with thie firft opportuni- 
ty ; the natives driven out or deft royed i their 
Erinces tortured to difcover their gold ; a free 
cence given to all adts of inhumanity apd 
luft, th^ «aith reeking with th9 blood of it$ 

inhabit 
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Inhabitants : and this execrable crtw bf butch« 
crs employed in fo pious an expedition^ is a 
modern colony^ fent to convert and civUize an 
idolatrous and barbarous people. 

But this defcription^ | confefs^ doth by no 
means afFed the Britijh nation » who may be 
an example to the whole world for their wiA 
dom> carey and juilice in planting colonies; 
their liberal endowments for the advancement 
of religion and learning ; their choice of de^ 
vout and able paflors to propagate cbrifttanity i 
their cautioii in flocking their provinces with 
people of fober lives and converfations front 
this the mother kingdom ; their flrid regard 
to the diftribution of judice, in fupplying the 
civil adminiftration through all their colonies 
with officers of the greateft abilities, . utter 
Grangers to corruption ; and to crown all, by 
fending the moil vigilant and virtuous gover- 
nors, who have no other views than the hap^ 
pinefs of the people over whom they prefide, 
and the honour of the king their mafter. 

But as thofe countries, which I have de« 
icribed, do npt appear to have any dcfire of 
being conquered, and enflaved, murdered or 
driven out by colonies ; nor abound either in 
gold, filver, fugar, or tobacco f I did humbly 
conceive, they were by no means proper ob- 
jeds of our zeal, our valour, or our mtereft. 
However, if thofe, whom it more concerns, 
think fit to be of another opinion, I am ready 
to depofe, when I fhall be lawfully called, 
that no European did qver vifiC thcfe countries 

before 
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before me. I mean» if the inhabittnts cmght 
to be believed, un\c& a difpute may. ariie cm^ 
oerniog. tbe two yaSoas faid to have been fbea 
many ages ago upoix. a mounts in JSbuyJbnimm 
knd. • • 

.. But, .a$ to ^e formality of taking pofleT^ 
fioa in tx^Y fovereign'-s name, it never cams 
pnce into my thoughts ; and if it had» yet, ai 
my affairs then ftood, I (hould perhaps in point 
of prudence and felf-preiervation have pnt it 
off to a better opportunity. 
: Having thus anfwered ^he only objediofit 
that can ever be raifed againft me as a travel-^ 
, ler ; I here take a £nal leave of ail my couT'^ 
Ceous readers, and return to eiQoy my own 
fpeculations in my little garden at Reddr^i to 
apply thofe excellent leffons t>f virtue, which 
1 learned among the Hotybnhnmsi to in* 
ilrud the yahoos of my own family, as far as 
I (hall find them docible animals; to behdd 
ray figure often in a glafs, and thus, if poffi^. 
ble, habituate myielf by time to tolerate the 
£^ht of a human creature : to lament the bru- 
tality of Hoyybnhnms in my own coontry, but 
always treat their persons with refpe& for the 
Xake of my noble mafter, his family, his 
friends, and the whole H(7iryi6«i6a»race» whom 
thefe of ours have the honour to reiemble im 
all their lineaments, however their infidleAa- 
^s came to degenerate. 

I began laft week to permit my wife 

,to fit at dinner with me at the fiutheit 

end of. a long, table; and to aafwer (but 

3 with 
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with the utmoft breviD^) ihi |cw queftions £ 
flflted her« Yet, the fmell of xyabo$ continue 
iiig very ofFenfive, I always keep my nofe well 
flopped with rae, lavender, or tobacco-leaves j 
And» although it be hard for a man late ia 
Kfe to remove old babits^v I am not altogether 
0at of hopes in fome time to ^lifer a ncxglw 
hoMt yaba9 in my company, without the ap«« 
prehenfions I anek yet under of his teeth or h»l 
claws. ' i . 

My reconcilement to dityabaa kind in gene** 
ral might not be fo difficult, if they would 
be content with thv)re vices and foUies ooly^ 
which nature hath in titled them to« I am not in 
she lead: provoked at the fight of a lawyer^ a 
pickpocketi a colonel, a fool, a lord, a garner 
fler, a politician, a whore-monger, aphyficiani 
an evidence* a fuborner, an attorney, a trajtor, 
or the like : this is all according to the du» 
coorfe of things : but when I behold a lamp 
of deformity and difcaies both in body and 
mind fhiitten with f^ide^ it immediately breaks 
pa the meafures of my patience ; neitner fhall 
I be ever able to comprehend how fuch an 
animal, and fuch a vice, could tally together^ 
The wife and virtuous HouybnhnmSf who a- 
bound in all excellencies that can adorn a ra- 
tional creature, have no name for this vice in 
their language, which hath no terms to ex- 
prefs any thing tha^ is evil, except thofe where- 
oy they defcribe the detcftable qualities of their 
yabooSf among which they were not able to 
diflinguifh this of pride for want of thorough- 
ly 
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ly underflanding human nature, as it (htvft6k 
itfclf in other countries, where that animal 
prefides. But I, who had more experience, 
could plainly obferve fome rudiments of it a« 
mong the vfildyaJkas^ 

But the HauyJMnmSf who live under the go* 
vemment of reafon, are no more proud of the 
good qualities they poiTefs, than I (hould be 
for not wanting a leg or an arm, which no man 
in his wits would, boail of, although he mud 
be miferable widiout them. I dwell the longer 
upon this fubjed, from the defire I have to 
make the fbciety of an englifh yaboo by any 
means not infupportable ; and therefore I here 
entreat thofe, who have any tincture of this 
abfiird vice, that they will not prefume to 
come in my fight. 



' To mortify pride* which in- 
deed was not made for man, 
and piodiices not only the moft 
ridiodoas fbllies, but the moft 
extenfive calamky, appears to 
liave been one general view of 
the author in every part of thefe 
travels. Perfbnal ftrength and 
beautVy the wifdom and the vir- 
tue of mankind, become objeds 



not of pride but of humility, id 
the diminutive ftature and con-* 
temptible weaknefs of die Ul» 
lifutiams ; in the horrid ddoT- 
mity of Am Br»^ditig$MfgiaMs ; in 
the learned folly of the £^ 
tisMSf and in the parallel drawn 
between oormannert and tM§ 
of the Hotybnbmnt. 
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